
 The Basics 

 What?  A protocol to help students evaluate and test  claims. 

 When?  When students are preparing to write or speak. 

 Why?  To help them categorize, rank, and cri�cally  review their claims and suppor�ng statements. 

 How to Implement 
 1.  To be�er familiarize yourself with claims tes�ng, watch  “  How Do We Decide What to Believe?  ”  (Note:  Middle 

 school and high school students could also watch this video.) 
 2.  Introduce students to claims tes�ng by reviewing what claims are (and what they are not), the importance of 

 thinking cri�cally about statements and arguments they read, and how this strategy will help them think through 
 their own claims, as well as access the claims of others. 

 3.  As a class, create a claims-tes�ng poster, then review and discuss each of the four claim-testers. 
 ●  Intui�on  – Intui�on can be a way to test some claims.  Intui�on is o�en a gut feeling, when the support 

 for the claim just seems right. 
 ●  Authority  – This is accep�ng informa�on or data  from a credible or believable source. 
 ●  Logic  – In some instances claims are tested by carefully  thinking about something to see if it makes 

 sense. 
 ●  Evidence  – This refers to gathering up available informa�on  about the world. The word evidence comes 

 from evident: to be able to see something. 
 4.  Lead students in prac�ce tes�ng and organizing claims using this  example  . 
 5.  Present students with a series of claims wri�en on small cards. Review the Claim Cards as a class before engaging 

 in the ac�vity. Explain to students that they will be working with these claims in three rounds and that each 
 round will take about five to seven minutes. 

 a.  First, instruct students to find or write suppor�ng statements for the claims. 
 b.  Second, support students in gauging the strength of the statements they provided and categorizing each 

 into one of the four claim testers (intui�on, logic, authority, evidence). 
 c.  Finally, have students find or write statements that refute the claims using primary and secondary 

 sources they have been learning about in class. 

 Once students have completed the claims tes�ng, extend this ac�vity by having them, either in their small groups or 
 individually, write a one- to two-paragraph mini-essay using one of the claims as a thesis statement. Then, instruct 
 students to use a few of the best suppor�ng statements as evidence to support their claim (thesis). Students should also 
 acknowledge the counterclaim or refu�ng statements in their mini-essay. 

 Resources and Addi�onal Informa�on 
 ●  Research  suppor�ng sourcing; Defining Claims  Research 
 ●  Poster for  Claim Tes�ng Poster 
 ●  Video Model  of this strategy 
 ●  Examples of this strategy:  Grades 6-8,  Grades  9-12 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sIJcZOzC9j0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Cq1JgHUuiSPVTsbGrfum1YFUfBRKCk_buDwLea-928E/edit#bookmark=kix.ogx02s4nyh66
https://community.oerproject.com/b/blog/posts/claim-testing-pushing-past-i-dunno
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1X4hnhbwldE31gpi0Dza05mRJL3vG4Cwb/view?usp=share_link
https://www.oerproject.com/OER-Materials/OER-Media/PDFs/Teacher-Resources/WHP-Claim-Testing-Posters
https://youtu.be/sIJcZOzC9j0
https://www.oerproject.com/OER-Materials/OER-Media/PDFs/SBH/Unit-6/6-3-How-Did-the-First-Humans-Live/Claim-Testing-Early-Humans
https://www.oerproject.com/OER-Materials/OER-Media/PDFs/AP-World-History/Unit5/Claim-Testing-Social-Class-and-Gender
https://www.oerproject.com/OER-Materials/OER-Media/PDFs/Origins/Era2/Claim-Testing-Authority

