
 

Take a Closer Look 
 

This document provides in-depth details and features of Foundations of Freedom: A Louisiana Civics 
Program. System and school leaders, as well as classroom teachers, should utilize this information to plan 
professional learning experiences, prepare for initial curriculum launch, and make ordering decisions. 

Curricular Components 
Foundations of Freedom: A Louisiana Civics Program comes with the following components: 

● Student Volumes 
● Teacher Guides 
● What Teachers Need to Know (Background Content) 
● Document Based Question Workbooks (DBQs) 
● Instructional Slide Decks 

Student Volumes 
●  Volume Structure 

○ Volume 1: Units 1-3 
■ Unit 1 - Foundations of the United States 

Government 
● Purposes and Types of Government  
● Principles and Events that Influenced the 

Formation of the U.S. Government 
■ Unit 2 - Government Structures, Powers, 

Functions and Interactions 
● The U.S. Constitution and Bill of Rights 
● Structures, Powers, and Functions of the 

U.S. Government 
● The U.S. Government Over Time 
● Governments in the United States 

(Federal, State, Tribal, Local) 
■ Unit 3 - Political, Social, and Economic Interactions 

● Government Policy and Spending 
● Role of the Government in Domestic Affairs 
● The United States in World Affairs 

○ Volume 2: Units 4-5 
■ Unit 4 - People of the United States 
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● Civil Rights and Civil Liberties 
● Citizenship 

■ Unit 5 - Elections and Politics 
● Elections, Political 

Parties, and 
Representation 

● Participation and 
Influence 

● Framing and Supporting Questions 
○ Framing Questions 

■ Focuses the learning 
■ Aligns with LDOE HS Civics framework 

○ Supporting Questions 
■ Supports the Framing Question 
■ Placed in Think Twice question boxes 

throughout the chapters 
● Chapter Features 

○ Topic Opener: "Setting the Scene" 
■ Establishes context for each chapter 
■ Provides historical "human stories"  

○ Primary Sources 
■ Includes textual and visual primary sources 
■ Aligns with LDOE HS Civics framework  

○ Core Vocabulary 
■ Domain-specific vocabulary identified at the 

point of use 
■ Defined in a glossary at the end of each 

volume 
● Visual Supports 

○ Contextualization of historical/civics content (e.g., 
Electoral College, congressional districts, 
desegregation efforts)  

○ Types of visuals 
■ Maps 
■ Charts 
■ Graphs 
■ Diagrams  

● Appendix 
○ List of Supreme Court cases discussed in each 

volume 
○ Brief background and summary 
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Teacher Guide 
● Volume Structure 

○ Volume 1: Units 1-3 
○ Volume 2: Units 4-5 

● Introduction to each volume 
○ Introduces and explains the components of the 

program  
○ Lists 2022 Louisiana Student Standards for HS 

Civics 
○ Includes Pacing Guide 

■ Identifies the number of instructional days for 
each unit and topic (chapter) 

■ Includes 2 weeks at the end of the year to 
review content from earlier in the year before 
the LEAP civics assessment 

○ Contains Volume Table of Contents showing where 
each unit begins 

● Unit Table of Contents 
○ Identifies the location of chapter and unit teacher resources 

■ Assessments 
■ Activity Pages 
■ Answer Keys 

● Topics (chapters) 
○ Chapter guidance 

■ Reading methods  
● Flexibility in student reading (aloud, independently, with partners)  

■ Accessing resources  
● Directions for What Teachers 

Need to Know (WTNK)  
● Introduction to Online 

Resources (ORGs) 
○ Videos 
○ Maps 
○ Graphs 
○ Visuals 

○ Content Support 
■ Core Vocabulary  
■ Point-of-Use Support  

● Content notes for 
teachers 
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● Activity suggestions to reinforce content understanding 
○ Reading Questions 

■ Section-by-section questions 
■ Types of questions 

● Literal Questions (DOK 1) 
● Analyzing Questions (DOK 2) 
● Inferential Questions (DOK 3) 

○ Teacher Directives 
■ Think Twice/Supporting Questions 
■ Connections to Framing Questions 

○ Primary Source Features 
■ Integrates Primary Source Features with concepts in Student Volume 
■ Promotes comparative analysis across sources 

○ Discussion Opportunities 
■ Guidance for facilitation of discussion 
■ Opportunities for deliberation and debate 

○ Chapter Review - Check for Understanding 
■ Response to the Framing Question 
■ Key details for evaluation of student understanding 
■ Option for oral or written response 

○ Teacher Resources Table of Contents 
■ Assessments 
■ Activity Pages 
■ Answer Keys 

● Unit Assessments 
○ Topic (chapter) Assessments and a unit Performance 

Task Assessment modeled on the LEAP civics 
assessment 

○ Topic (chapter) Assessment structure 
■ 100% stimulus-based items  
■ Multiple-choice and multiple-select items 

○ Performance Task  
■ Approximately 4 sources)  
■ Includes:  

● Primary source texts from Student 
Volume and/or workbook  

● Maps 
● Timelines 
● Editorial cartoons  
● Primary source images  

■ Open-ended question format 
■ Essay response 
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■ LEAP-aligned rubric for scoring student responses 
● Unit Activity Pages 

○ Reproducible Primary Source Analysis Activity template 
○ Activity Pages that align with suggested activities in the Teachers Guide 

● Unit Answer Key 
○ Answers to Chapter Assessments and Activity 

Pages 

 

What Teachers Need to Know (WTNK) 

● Access 
○ Referenced in the Teachers Guide 
○ Located via Online Resources as PDF 

● Types of information 
○ Content pedagogy WTNKs about teaching with 

primary sources and implementing class 
discussions and debates 

○ Topic (chapter)-specific WTNKs that provide more 
detailed context and explanations for Student 
Volume content 

 

DBQ Workbook (Student and Teacher Editions) 
● 1 volume covering all 5 units  
● Opportunity to examine sources and answer questions 

about  
○ primary source texts 
○ editorial cartoons 
○ maps, data, diagrams 

● Background for each source and opportunities for 
students to think across sources 

● Implementation support and possible student answers 
added to the Teacher’s edition 
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Unit Instructional Slide Decks 
● Access 

○ 1 Google slide deck per unit 
○ Access via Online Resources (ORGs) 

● Contents 
○ Framing Questions  
○ 1 slide per Student Reader image  
○ Brief teacher notes for each image 

● Instructional uses 
○ Planning 
○ Lecture/classroom discussion 
○ Review 
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