
Foundations of Freedom:  
A Louisiana Civics 
Program 
Summer Professional 
Learning



Amy Willis

Director of Social Studies

Louisiana Department of Education

2



Kelly Miller

Social Studies Specialist,

Division of Academic Content 

Louisiana Department of Education

3



Agenda
8:30-10:00: Session 1: Curriculum Components

10:00-10:05: Break

10:05-10:55: Session 2: Model Lesson

10:55-11:05: Break

11:05-12:25: Session 3: Pacing

12:25-12:30: Questions and Closing



Foundations of Freedom 
Session 1: Curriculum 

Components



Louisiana’s Education Priorities
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Objectives
By the end of the session, participants will be able to:

● Identify and utilize the design principles and key components of 
Foundations of Freedom.

● Connect Foundations of Freedom resources to teacher and student 
actions in an examination of annotations.

● Apply the internalization process as they examine annotated curriculum 
resources.
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Professional Learning Cycle
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High-Quality Professional Learning Cycle



Reflection
Reflect on the question below. 

How would you describe a typical Civics lesson in a current Louisiana 
classroom?

Discuss your thoughts with a neighbor. We will refer back to this question 
at the end of today’s session.



Defining the Purpose
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Define Purpose

Identifying the Need
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Define Purpose

Social Studies Vision 

12



Define Purpose

Design Principles
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Define Purpose

Importance of Strong Civics Instruction
From the introduction of the 2022 Louisiana Civics standards:

In the high school civics course, students broaden and deepen their 
understanding of the origin, structure, and functions of government. This 
course is designed to provide students with both the practical knowledge 
about how the American system of government functions on local, state 
and national levels, as well as an understanding of the philosophical and 
intellectual underpinnings of our constitutional republic.
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Define Purpose

Importance of Strong Civics Instruction

From Dr. Brumley’s letter introducing the 2022 Louisiana Student 
Standards for Social Studies:

As citizens, we have a duty to educate our students in civics, 
economics, geography, and history. These standards accomplish that 
while highlighting Louisiana’s rich heritage and illuminating how the 
United States has become the greatest country in the history of the 
world.
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Define Purpose

Importance of Strong Civics Instruction 

Bulletin 741 requires that all students take and pass 1 course in each of three 
subject pairs.

For students entering high school during or after 2024-2025, students must 
pass English I or English II; Algebra I or Geometry; and
Biology or Civics.
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Receiving New Learning
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Receive New Learning

Foundations of Freedom Curriculum Structure 
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Receive New Learning 19

Core 
Lesson

Key Source 
Analysis

Key Source 
Analysis

Performance 
Task

Curriculum Structure



Receive New Learning

Key Features

20

Framing Questions 

Core Vocabulary 

At the beginning of the units and chapters, provide 
a purpose and focus for student reading. 

Domain-specific vocabulary, phrases, and 
idioms  highlighted in each chapter of the Student 
Volume.

Chapter Text and 
Activities

Builds knowledge through guided reading of 
secondary text.

Primary sources that deepen and enrich content 
knowledge  and build disciplinary skills. Key Source Analysis

Key Features
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Receive New Learning

Key Features
Additional Activities 
Additional Activities 
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Performance Tasks Build and assess students ability to make and 
sustain a claim(s) in writing . 

Formative assessments that check for 
understanding within and at the end of each core 
lesson.

Checks for 
Understanding 

Document Based 
Questions Help students internalize content  and 

practice skills.



Receive New Learning

Student Volume: Volume Structure

Volume 1: Units 1-2

● Unit 1 - Foundations of the United 
States Government

● Unit 2 - Government Structures, 
Powers, Functions and 
Interactions
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Volume 2: Units 3-5

● Unit 3 - Political, Social, and 
Economic Interactions

● Unit 4 - People of the United 
States

● Unit 5 - Elections and Politics



Receive New Learning

Student Volume: Framing and Supporting 
Questions
● Framing Questions:

○ focus the learning; and

○ align with LDOE HS Civics framework.
● Supporting questions:

○ support the framing question; and 

○ are placed in “Think Twice” question boxes throughout the 
chapters.
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https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1-1noASTr28QH1HXfFIFUxdJ60b4LP0-K


Receive New Learning 24

Setting the Scene

Setting the 

Scene



Receive New Learning 25

Framing 
Question

Supporting 
Question

Setting the Scene



Receive New Learning 26

Key Sources



Receive New Learning

Student Volume: Visual Supports

● The Student Volume contains visual supports for contextualization of 
historical/civics content (eg., Electoral College, congressional districts, 
desegregation efforts)

● The Student Volume contains multiple types of visuals such as
○ Maps;
○ Charts;
○ Graphs; and
○ Diagrams.
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Receive New Learning 28

Student Volume: Visual Supports



Receive New Learning

Student Volume: Appendix

● Summaries of Supreme 
Court Cases discussed in 
each volume
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Receive New Learning

DBQ Workbook
The Student Volume DBQ Workbook

● Consists of one volume covering all 5 units;

● Provides students the opportunity to examine sources and answer 
questions about
○ Primary source texts;
○ Editorial cartoons; and
○ Maps, data, diagrams.

● Contains background information for each source and opportunities for 
students to think across sources.
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Receive New Learning 31

DBQ Workbook



Receive New Learning

Teacher Guide Contents
● Two volumes;

○ Same as the student volume
● An Introduction to each volume;
● Content Support;

○ What Teachers Need to Know (WTNK)
● Student Supports such as 

○ Scaffolded Instruction;
○ Reading Questions;

■ Literal, Analytical, Inferential
○ Supporting Questions and connections to the Framing Questions;
○ Checks for Understanding;
○ Primary Source Features; and
○ Discussion opportunities.
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Receive New Learning

Content Support

The first page of each 
topic includes an 
overview of the chapter, 
including the framing 
question, objectives and 
standards, what teachers 
need to know, and 
materials needed.

33

Framing 
Question

WTNK 
Document

Standards and 
Objectives

Materials 
Needed



Receive New Learning

Student Support
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Scaffolded 
Instruction

Reading Questions 
and Answers

Supporting 
Question and 

Answer



Receive New Learning

Content Support
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CFU and answers

Primary Source Supports

Discussion Opportunities

Questioning



Receive New Learning

Assessment
● Vocabulary 

assessments

● Chapter Assessments 

● Performance Task

● Answer Keys

36



Receive New Learning 37

Chapter Assessments and Answer Key



Receive New Learning

Performance Task, Rubric and Answer Key
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Receive New Learning 39

Activity Pages and Answers



Receive New Learning

Unit Instructional Slide Decks
Instructional Slide Decks

● Consist of 1 Google slide deck 
per unit;

● Contain
○ Framing Questions; and
○ Brief teacher notes;

● Provide Instructional uses such 
as
○ Planning;
○ Classroom discussion; and
○ Review.
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Receive New Learning

Foundations of Freedom

Unit and Topic Title

Foundations of the United States 
Government

● Purposes and Types of Government 

● Principles and Events that 
Influenced the Formation of the U.S. 
Government

Framing Questions

● How does the U.S. government differ 
from other systems of government?

● What ideas and events influenced 
the formation of the U.S. 
government?
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Civics Frameworks

Unit and Topic Title

Foundations of the United States 
Government

● Purposes and Types of Government 

● Principles and Events that 
Influenced the Formation of the U.S. 
Government

Framing Questions

● How does the U.S. government 
differ from other systems of 
government?

● What ideas and events influenced 
the formation of the U.S. 
government?



Receive New Learning

Foundations of Freedom vs the Frameworks:
A Unit One Comparison

42

Foundations of Freedom
Civics Course Frameworks



Receive New Learning

Foundations of Freedom vs the Frameworks:
A Unit One Comparison

● Based on the curricula components we have reviewed today, 
how is Foundations of Freedom similar to the frameworks?

● How is Foundations of Freedom different from the frameworks?

● Why might Foundations of Freedoms contain these supports?
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Receive New Learning

Tour of Key Features and Structure of the 
Foundations of Freedom Civics Curriculum 
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Receive New Learning

Reflect on Curricular Components

● What feature of the curriculum do 
you think you, as teachers, coaches, 
or leaders, will be most excited 
about? Why?

● One thing you might notice is that 
students will not struggle to the 
same degree as they did in the 
Framework. Why might that be?

● What feature of the curriculum do 
you anticipate teachers needing the 
most support with? Why?

45

Turn
and

TALK



Internalize and Practice
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Internalize & Practice

Internalize and Practice

● Let’s connect those resources to teacher and student actions in a model 
annotated lesson.

● Use your note catcher to identify teacher actions vs. student actions.

○ bit.ly/4nsutWi 
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http://bit.ly/4nsutWi


Internalize & Practice

Introduction and 
Question Structure

5 minutes 

Core Lesson: Content 
Delivery 

20 minutes

End of Lesson Check 
for Understanding 

10 minutes 

55 
minutes

Lesson Structure
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Core Lesson: Student 
Centered Learning

20 minutes

Begin with the Framing, and 
Supporting Question as the objective 
for the day

Core Lesson: Teacher Guide provides 
supports and formative assessment 
questions (Literal, Inferential, and 
Evaluative) 
Students practice historical thinking 
skills by analyzing primary, secondary 
or tertiary sources to reinforce the 
Core Lesson
Students reflect on the Supporting 
Question in relation to the Framing 
and Performance Task Questions.



Internalize & Practice

Introduction and 
Question Structure

5 minutes 

Core Lesson: Content 
Delivery 

45 minutes

End of Lesson Check 
for Understanding 

10 minutes 

90 
minutes

Lesson Structure - 4x4 Block Schedule
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Core Lesson: Student 
Centered Learning

30 minutes

Begin with the Framing, and 
Supporting Question as the objective 
for the day

Core Lesson 1 and 2:  Teacher Guide 
provides supports and formative 
assessment questions (Literal, 
Inferential, and Evaluative) 

Students practice historical thinking 
skills by analyzing primary, secondary 
or tertiary sources to reinforce the 
Core Lesson

Students reflect on the Supporting 
Question in relation to the Framing and 
Performance Task Questions.



Internalize & Practice

Model Lesson Structure
Unit 1, Topic 2: The Principles 
and Events That Influenced 
the Formation of the U.S. 
Government

Pacing:
● Topic 2: 15 days

Core Lesson:
● Magna Carta
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Internalize & Practice

Introduction and Questioning Structure
Performance Task prompt: Analyze how the U.S. Constitution, including 
the Bill of Rights, adapts principles and practices from several different 
times and places.
Framing Question: What ideas and events influenced the formation of the 
U.S. Government?
Supporting Questions: 
● How did legal protections within Magna Carta influence ideas within 

the Constitution?
● How does the Mayflower Compact reflect what the Pilgrim’s hoped for 

their life in North America?
● Identify two ways the English Bill of Rights influenced the formation of 

the United States of America.
● How did the Great Awakening develop ideas later found in U.S. 

Government?
51



Internalize & Practice

Introduction and Questioning Structure
Framing Question: What 

ideas and events 
influenced the formation of 

the U.S. Government?

Supporting Question: How did 
legal protections within the 

Magna Carta influence ideas 
within the Constitution?

Do you think we’re looking for ideas, 
events, or both today?  What are 

legal protections?

Performance Task: Analyze how the 
U.S. Constitution adapted principles 
and practices from several different 

times and places.

What sort of “ideas” 
do you think the 

framing question is 
referring to? what 

about events?

Good way to rephrase the question

Review 
last 

topic.

CFU: social 
contract, 

Montesquieu

Do this 
before 

student
s read

Supporting 
Question: 
Causation

Framing 
Question: 
Causation

Performance 
Task: 

Comparison
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Internalize & Practice

Guided Reading

Before reading, be sure 
to instruct students on

● Core Vocabulary;

● Context; and

● Any pertinent 
information.Unpack: Based on the 

first part of this 
question referencing 

“legal protections” 
what do you think we 

will be looking for 
today; ideas, events or 
both? Without having 
read the Core Lesson 
yet, how do you think 
the Magna Carta may 
have influenced the 

Constitution? 
Articles? 

Amendments?

Supporting 
Question: 
Causation

About 10 minutes 
to discuss these 
questions - CFU

modern 
equivalents?

Framing Question: what 
ideas and events influenced 

the formation of the U.S. 
Government?

Probing Questions: Could the Magna Carta be considered the first 
step toward democracy? Was the Magna Carta truly effective in 
limiting the king’s power or was it more of a symbolic gesture?

Review 
information 

from first 
reading

Context to 
Magna 
Carta

Vocab: Due 
process

post-reading

Ask students to find 
language about trials 
and legal rights in the 

amendments

Framing 
Question: 
Causation
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Internalize & Practice

Guided Reading

It is important that the 
teacher also annotates 
the student volume, 
pointing out key points 
and what they expect 
students to gain from 
the reading.

Before reading ask: “What do you think it means when we 
say “”no one is above the law?”

Review 
Context 

and 
Amend
ments

limiting 
power of 
the king - 

also 
limiting 
power of 

the 
President

How does the U.S. 
Constitution reinforce the 

idea that leaders must follow 
the law?

applied to land 
owning men

What does 
free mean 

here?

Justice should be 
fair and apply to 
everyone - due 

process

Continuity and 
change - due 

process

Do we see 
these points in 
the U.S. Gov’t?
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Internalize & Practice

Key Source Analysis
Supporting 

question: How did 
legal protections 

within Magna 
Carta influence 
ideas within the 

Constitution?

Framing Question: 
What ideas and events 

influenced the 
formation of the U.S. 

Constitution?

Context

Activity 
Page 1.3

What is the “legal 
protection” referred to 

in the Magna Carta 
called?

With a 
partner

Connect to the 
U.S. 

Constitution
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Internalize & Practice

End of Lesson Check for Understanding

Supporting Question: How did legal protections within Magna Carta influence 
ideas within the Constitution?

Framing Question: What ideas and events influenced the formation of the U.S. 
Government?

Performance Task prompt: Analyze how the U.S. Constitution, including the Bill 
of Rights, adapts principles and practices from several different times and places.

56

Supporting Question

Connect to Framing Question



Internalize & Practice

End of Topic Check for Understanding

Review key 
influences/e

vent

Go over vocabulary

Evidence

Sentence starters? 
groups/pairs for 
brainstorming?



Internalize & Practice

Reflection
● What teacher actions did you note during 

this process?

● What actions were students asked to 
engage in? 

58

Turn
and

TALK
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Implement Learning



Implement Learning 606060

Gallery Walk
We will now participate in a Gallery Walk.

Visit each station and complete the following task:

● Reflect on how the model lesson annotations effectively achieved each of 
the goals below:
○ keep the end in mind;
○ anticipate and plan for misconceptions; and
○ maximize student engagement.

● On your sticky note, reflect on how the annotations achieve each goal from 
the annotated plans.

● If you do not have anything to add, place a dot sticker on the reflection you  
feel is the most helpful or relevant insight.

https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/academic-curriculum/gallery-walk-(carousel).pdf?sfvrsn=fb188226_3


Objectives
By the end of the session, participants will be able to:

● Identify and utilize the design principles and key components of 
Foundations of Freedom.

● Connect Foundations of Freedom resources to teacher and student 
actions in an examination of annotations.

● Apply the internalization process as they examine annotated curriculum 
resources.

61



Foundations of Freedom 
Session 2: Model Lesson



Objectives
By the end of the session, participants will:

● Examine exemplar annotations and adaptations using the Unit Study 
Tool; and

● Analyze a model lesson alongside annotations.
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Receiving New Learning: 

64



Receive New Learning

Materials Folder
● Internalization Session 2 Session Resources include:

○ Annotations;
○ Blank Foundations of Freedom Unit Study Tool;
○ Completed Foundations of Freedom Unit Study Tool;
○ Performance Task Evidence Catcher;
○ Magna Carta Student Reading; and
○ Setting the Scene.

● These resources are view only. You will need to make a copy of these 
documents in order to utilize them.

65

http://bit.ly/44Qq1te


Receive New Learning

Backwards Design

● Start with the end in mind.

● The Unit Study Tool allows 
teachers to collaboratively plan 
for the unit with a backwards 
design approach. 

● The Unit Study Tool organizes
○ Content and Skills 

Standards;
○ Sources and Additional 

Activities; and
○ Assessment.

66

https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/1tJHCQofB1G4Qhmcg_UjUjUx1FAvAMHT_


Receive New Learning

Step One: Conduct an Overview of the Unit

● Review the unit and complete the 
first page of the tool based on 
your general observations. 

67



Receive New Learning

Step 1: Start with the End in Mind

Framing Questions and content standards

Topic Sections
Adapted prompt to correlate to LEAP Rubric

Applied reasoning process to 
student content knowledge

Reasoning process and skills 
and practices standards



Receive New Learning

Step 2: Develop Background Knowledge
● Utilize the What Teachers 

Need to Know (WTNK) to 
develop any content 
knowledge you may need.

● Utilize the provided resources 
to build a plan for student 
content knowledge building 
and support:
○ Key Sources 
○ Additional Activities 
○ Core Vocabulary

69



Receive New Learning

Step 2: Develop Background Knowledge

70

Relevant information you might need to fill your own content gaps.

What evidence will students 
use to support their claim?

If you are unclear, look over 
the teacher supports for 

guidance



Receive New Learning

Step 3:  Trace Knowledge and Skills Through 
Assessment
Utilize this third step of the Unit Study 
Tool to

● Plan assessments such as 
○ Checks for Understanding
○ Chapter Assessments
○ Performance Task

● Anticipate where students will 
struggle

71



Receive New Learning

Step 3:  Trace Knowledge and Skills 
Through Assessment

72

Answers in 
Rubric

This is an important step 
and should not be skipped

Framing 
Question

Answers to Framing 
Questions

Reasoning 
Skill

Can be found 
in the 

support 
section



Internalize and Practice: 

Model Lesson

73



Internalize & Practice

Internalize and Practice
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Internalize & Practice

Model Lesson Structure

Unit 1, Topic 2: The Principles and Events 
That Influenced the Formation of the U.S. 
Government
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Internalize & Practice

Introduction and Questioning Structure

Before asking students to 
begin independent 
reading, be sure to review 
and make connections to 
the previous topic.



Internalize & Practice

Framing and Supporting Questions



Internalize & Practice

Guided Reading

Supporting Question: 
How did legal 
protections within Magna 
Carta influence ideas 
within the Constitution?



Internalize & Practice

Guided Reading

Supporting Question: How did 
legal protections within Magna 
Carta influence ideas within the 
Constitution?



Internalize & Practice

Key Source Analysis



Internalize & Practice

End of Lesson Check for Understanding
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Supporting Question: 
How did legal protections 
within Magna Carta 
influence ideas within the 
Constitution?



Internalize & Practice

Examine the Model Lesson Annotations

82

C.8 Analyze factors that influenced the Founding Fathers and the 
formation and development of the government of the United States. 

d. Analyze the foundational documents and ideas of the United 
States government and its formation, including Magna Carta, the 
Mayflower Compact, Enlightenment philosophies, English Bill of 
Rights, Declaration of Independence, the Articles of the 
Confederation, the Constitution of the United States of America 
and the Bill of Rights, and the Federalist papers, and their role 
and importance in the origin and development of the nation.
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Implement Learning



Implement Learning

Frayer Model Reflection
Choose one of the practices that was modeled below.
● Questioning
● Student discourse
● Modeling thinking

Use the four quarters handout to reflect on the four elements below:

Definition: In your own words, define this strategy or idea, based on how it was 
used in the model lesson.
Examples: What did it look like during the lesson? What would this look like in 
your own classroom?
Non-Examples: What is this not? What are common pitfalls or 
misunderstandings about this practice?
Instructional Value: Why is this important? How does it support student 
learning?

https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/academic-curriculum/frayer-model.pdf?sfvrsn=cd0be104_3


Objectives
By the end of the session, participants will:

● Examine exemplar annotations and adaptations using the Unit Study 
Tool; and

● Analyze a model lesson alongside annotations.
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Foundations of Freedom 
Session 3: Pacing



Objectives
By the end of this session, participants will recognize and be able to create a 
pacing guide to ensure that lesson structures are

● coherent;

● aligned to standards; and

● organized to meet students’ needs.

87



Receiving New Learning
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Receive New Learning

Teacher’s Guide Foundations of Freedom 
Pacing Guide

This is a suggested pacing guide 
from Foundations of Freedom.

Turn and Talk: What do you notice 
about this pacing guide?
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Receive New Learning

Curriculum Component Priorities
Essential
● Core Lessons 

Supplemental 
● Key sources within the Student Volume 
● DBQ’s
● Although Key Sources and DBQ’s are considered supplemental, they 

should be included whenever possible. 

Considerations for Supplemental Activities
● Correlation to the content
● Skills and practices 
● Student needs

90



Receive New Learning 91

● Core Lessons are the reading 
sections found in the Student 
Volume and contain the 
necessary background 
knowledge from which 
supplemental activities are 
built.

● This material can be broken 
into smaller parts and spread 
across the time allotted in the 
pacing guide.

Core Lessons



Receive New Learning 92

● Core Lessons are the anchor 
to the student learning and 
are essential pieces of the 
curriculum.

● Within each Core Lesson is a 
“Think Twice” question which 
serves as the supporting 
question.

Core Lessons



Receive New Learning 93

● Key Sources are found 
within the Student Volume 
at the end of most Core 
Lessons.

● These sources are a direct 
link to the content in the 
Core Lessons.

● Key Sources are 
supplemental activities, but 
should be included in 
lessons whenever possible.

Key Sources



Receive New Learning

Online Resources

● Located within the Teacher 
Guide

● Supporting maps, texts, 
graphs, videos, activities

● Online Resources are 
supplemental activities.
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Receive New Learning

Document Based Questions

95

DBQ’s are 
supplemental 
activities and should 
be used to 

● reinforce content 
knowledge; and

● apply skills and 
practices. 



Receive New Learning

Steps to Creating a Detailed Pacing Guide

96



Receive New Learning

Steps to Creating a Detailed Pacing Guide

● Step One: Gather and review all materials. 

● Step Two: Chunk the Student Volume’s Core Lessons into manageable 
pieces and spread them out throughout the time period designated for 
that chapter/unit.

● Step Three: Decide which activities will best help reinforce each piece of 
the Core Lesson.

● Step Four: Thoroughly connect those materials to the standards, skills, 
and practices. 
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Receive New Learning

Step 1: Gather and Review Resources

● Gather and review 
resources
○ Alternate Pacing 

Graphic Organizer 
○ Standards
○ Teacher’s Guide
○ Student Volume
○ DBQ Workbook

98



Receive New Learning

Step 2: “Chunk-out” the Student Volume

Chunk the Student Volume’s Core Lessons into more manageable pieces 
and spread them out throughout the time period designated for that 
chapter/unit.

Considerations:

● Flow of the content
● Time constraints
● Manageability
● Days allotted for the unit/topic

Reminder: This is essential material, so all should be included to 
guarantee all standards are met.
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Receive New Learning

Pacing Guidance

Unit 1, Topic 2: The Principles and 
Events That Influenced the 
Formation of the U.S. Government

● Unit Pacing Guidance: 22 Days

100



Receive New Learning

Flow of Content

101



Receive New Learning

Flow of Content

102



Receive New Learning

Step 3: Decide on Supplemental Activities
Plan where any supplemental activities will best help reinforce student 
learning.
● Supplement your lessons with activities that align to the standards, skills 

and practices.
● Keep in mind activities can be modified to fit within the pacing guide.

Considerations 
● Correlation to the content
● Skills and practices 
● Student needs

Reminder: 
● The Key sources are prioritized materials and should be included 

whenever possible 



Receive New Learning

Step 3: Decide on Supplemental Activities



Receive New Learning

Step 4: Align Materials to Standards, Skills 
and Practices

● Thoroughly connect 
materials to standards, the 
framing questions, and/or 
the performance task.

● Consider where there may 
be opportunities to practice 
specific reasoning 
processes.



Receive New Learning

C.8 Analyze factors that 
influenced the Founding Fathers 
and the formation and 
development of the government 
of the United States.

Step 4: Align Materials to Standards, Skills 
and Practices



Receive New Learning

Skills and Practices: Reasoning Process

C.1 Evaluate continuity and change in U.S. government, politics, and civic issues 
throughout U.S. history, including those related to the powers of government, 
interpretations of founding documents, voting trends, citizenship, civil liberties, 
and civil rights. 

C.2 Analyze causes and effects of events and developments in U.S. history, 
including those that influenced laws, processes, and civic participation.

C.3 Compare and contrast events and developments in U.S. history and 
government.



Receive New Learning

Reasoning Process: Types of Comparison

Types of Comparison Sample Questions

● Describe or explain similarities and/or 
differences between different historical 
developments and processes.

● Describe or explain similarities and/or 
differences at different levels, such as 
comparing entire civilizations, specific 
institutions within societies, or 
individual events. 

● How does the U.S. government differ 
from other systems of government?

● How do the roles of the U.S. Senate and 
the House of Representatives differ in 
the legislative process?



Receive New Learning

Strengthening Students’ Comparison Skills

● Use two sources, explain similarities and differences of historical context, 
purpose, point of view and/or audience.

○ The DBQ workbook is helpful for providing a second source for 
comparison.

● Use Venn Diagrams or T-Charts

● Use specific explanations; why were historical concepts similar/different?



Receive New Learning

Reasoning Process: Causation

Types of Causation Sample Questions

● Describe causes and/or effects 
of a specific historical 
development or process.

● Explain the relationship 
between causes and effects of a 
specific historical development 
or process.

● How do political parties, special 
interest groups, and the media 
affect how people participate in 
government?

● How have foreign policy 
decisions affected the United 
States at home and abroad? 

● How is U.S. citizenship acquired, 
and what are the responsibilities 
of a U.S. citizen?



Receive New Learning

Strengthening Students’ Causation Skills
● Annotate or create cause and 

effect sentences.

● Describe causes and effects 
in ways such as long term or 
short term.

● Be able to explain causation in 
terms of action; how did it 
directly lead to the effect?

● Chart the causes of an event 
to a specific effect.

Cause  
_____________
_____________
_____________
_____________
_____________
_____________
_____________
_____________
_____________
_____________
_____________
_____________

Effect
____________
____________

_________

Effect
____________
____________

_________

Effect
____________
____________

_________



Receive New Learning

Reasoning Process: Continuity and Change 

Types of Continuity and Change Sample Questions

● Explain or describe patterns of 
continuity and/or change over time.

● Explain the relative historical 
significance of specific historical 
developments in relation to a larger 
pattern of continuity or change.

● To what degree have the powers and 
roles of the three branches of the 
federal government changed since 
1789?

● What are civil rights and civil 
liberties, and how have they been 
interpreted and applied over time?
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Strengthening Students’ Continuity and 
Change Skills

● Compare historical documents, analyze visual representations, or create 
timelines that highlight both continuities and changes.

● Use primary sources to identify patterns and trends across different 
periods.

● Be sure to explain the causes of change; what led to the change taking 
place?

● Try to explain why things remained the same; is there any specific 
historical condition that allowed this to continue over time?
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Step 4: Align Material to Standards, skills 
and Practices

Look for 
opportunities for 
students to 
practice reasoning 
process’
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Step 4: Pulse Check
● Do these steps align with our 

objectives?

○ Does it provide cohesion?

○ Does it align content to the 
standards.

○ Does it meet student needs?

● How might looking for questioning 
opportunities help teachers in the 
planning process?

Turn
and

TALK
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Internalize and Practice
Use your note catcher to complete the following task:

Use the completed pacing guide in your materials folder to evaluate the 
chosen pacing and activities.

Consider the following questions:

● Would you have chosen a different activity for a given topic? Why?

● Would you have given more/less time to a specific topic? Why?

http://bit.ly/tlsfreedom3
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Internalize and Practice
Discuss your critiques of the sample pacing 
guide with a neighbor.

How did your pacing suggestions differ 
from the sample? Turn

and
TALK
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Assess the Impact

● Reflect on your previous description of a Louisiana Civics classroom. 
Has that description changed, and if so, how?

● Take a few quiet moments to complete this sentence:

‘I used to think ________________, but now I think ________________.’
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Objectives
By the end of this session, participants will create a pacing guide to ensure 
that lesson structures are

● coherent;

● aligned to standards; and

● organized to meet students’ needs.
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Resources
Resource Description

K-12 Louisiana 
Student Standards 
for Social Studies

Outline of what students should know and be able to do in 
social studies in grades K-HS.

K-HS Scoring Notes Adapted prompts and scoring notes based on framing 
questions located within social studies frameworks.

Assessment Guides Provide information about the 2025 LEAP Assessments 
including details on design and item types

Leap Practice 
Questions

Provide educators with high-quality materials that they may 
choose to incorporate into daily instruction and/or classroom 
assessments

Using LEAP Social 
Studies Rubrics

Help educators to understand, modify, and use the LEAP Social 
Studies constructed-response and extended-response rubrics.

https://louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/academic-curriculum/k-12-louisiana-student-standards-for-social-studies.pdf?sfvrsn=df396518_38
https://louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/academic-curriculum/k-12-louisiana-student-standards-for-social-studies.pdf?sfvrsn=df396518_38
https://louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/academic-curriculum/k-12-louisiana-student-standards-for-social-studies.pdf?sfvrsn=df396518_38
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/academic-curriculum/social-studies-course-frameworks.pdf?sfvrsn=c6916018_22
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/assessment-guidance
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/practice-tests
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/practice-tests
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment-guidance/using-leap-social-studies-rubrics.docx?sfvrsn=65676e18_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment-guidance/using-leap-social-studies-rubrics.docx?sfvrsn=65676e18_2
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Foundations of Freedom Print Options
Submit print requests to:

LABayouBridges@coreknowledge.org. 

In your email, include the following details: 
● The number of students and teachers for each class at each 
school 
● Billing and shipping addresses 
● Student and teacher quantities that belong to each shipping 
address 
● Any other key information, such as the recipient's names
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Closing
Thank you so much for attending this session and for all that you do for 
the students of Louisiana.

Contact Info: SocialStudies@la.gov

amy.willis@la.govkelly.miller@la.gov

mailto:SocialStudies@la.gov

