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Framing Question: 
How are U.S. elections 
conducted and regulated?

Topic 1: Elections, Voting, and Representation



Several candidates vied for 
the Democratic Party and 
Republican Party 
nominations in 1844. This 
political cartoon, titled 
“The Great American 
Steeple Chase for 1844,” 
shows some of the 
candidates, including 
Martin Van Buren riding a 
fox and James K. Polk 
riding a donkey.
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On Election Day, voters may cast 
ballots for federal, state, and 
local offices, as well as weigh in 
on other issues. Polling places 
are set up to protect voters’ 
privacy and security to ensure 
that their secret ballot remains a 
secret.
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In April 1860, the Democratic Party held its nominating convention in Charleston, 
South Carolina. Delegates were divided on the issue of slavery, leading many to leave the 
gathering before the party selected its candidate. Meanwhile, delegates to the Republican 
Party nominating convention, held in Chicago, Illinois, chose Abraham Lincoln as 
their nominee.
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Primaries and caucuses fall into 
three main categories, each with 
its own pros and cons for parties 
and voters.
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At the 1976 Democratic Party 
convention, nearly three-quarters 
of delegates were chosen during 
primary elections.
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Ratified in 1961, the Twenty-Third 
Amendment allocated electors in 
the Electoral College to 
Washington, D.C.
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The presidential election begins 
with the general election and 
ends with the counting of 
electoral votes in Congress on 
January 6.
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This graphic shows the effects of 
redistricting. In the first diagram, a 
majority of voters in District C are 
registered Democrats, while the 
majority of voters in District D are 
registered Republicans. After 
redistricting, the majority of voters in 
both districts are now Republicans.
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Louisiana requires a different 
number of signatures for 
qualifying petitions based on the 
office. For example, candidates 
running for governor must collect 
at least five thousand signatures, 
with a minimum of five hundred 
from each district.
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This map shows the system each 
state uses for congressional 
primaries. In mixed states, the 
Democratic Party uses semi-closed 
primaries, while the Republican Party 
uses closed primaries. Alaska, 
California, Washington, and Louisiana 
use their own unique forms of 
primaries.
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The Louisiana Public Service 
Commission (LPSC) has regulatory 
power over many of the state’s public 
utilities. The commission’s five 
elected members are charged with 
overseeing many issues that affect 
consumers in their district, including 
reviewing the rates that electricity 
providers charge their customers.
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Many officials in Louisiana are elected to 
their positions. The qualifications for office 
vary, as do how long and how many times a 
person may hold office.
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In 2014, the race for U.S. senator 
went to a runoff election in 
December, while Steve Scalise won 
the U.S. representative election for 
the First Congressional District 
during the primary.
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Twenty-six states allow for ballot 
measures, though what the ballot 
measures may be used for varies 
from state to state.
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In Louisiana, for a recall to appear on the ballot, the petition must be 
signed by a certain percentage of eligible voters in an area based on 
the population of the jurisdiction.
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Voter turnout is calculated by dividing the total number of on-time 
ballots cast by a given population and multiplying by one hundred.



This graph shows voter turnout by 
age group during presidential 
election years. Turnout was 
calculated against the total 
voting-age population (VAP) for 
each group.
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A sign outside a polling place in 
Arlington, Virginia, reminds voters to 
bring a photo ID with them to vote.
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The Voting Rights Act of 1965 had a major 
effect on voter registration, especially in 
the South. This graph illustrates the 
changes in white and non-white voter 
registration in selected Southern states 
after the law was enacted. Note the major 
increase in registration of non-white 
voters in just three years.
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The term gerrymander comes from 
the salamander- or serpent-like 
shape formed by early 
nineteenth-century redistricting in 
Massachusetts.
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