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Topic 1: Civil Rights and Civil Liberties

Framing Question: 
What are civil rights and civil 
liberties, and how have they 
been interpreted and applied 
over time?



This 1919 political cartoon 
depicts communists sneaking 
into the country and bringing 
anarchy with them.
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The civil rights and civil liberties that people in the United States 
enjoy, such as the right to education, the right to vote, and the 
right to express yourself freely, have not always been protected.
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More than ten thousand people 
of Japanese descent were held 
at Manzanar in California. As at 
other camps, multiple families 
shared a single barrack, and 
the entire camp shared 
bathroom facilities. 
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After Executive Order 9066 was 
issued, posters such as this one 
were displayed in public to 
inform Japanese people they 
needed to leave their homes. 



Executive Order 9066 
empowered the military to 
establish military exclusion zones 
on the West Coast, resulting in 
the mass evacuation of people of 
Japanese descent to “relocation” 
centers around the United 
States.
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The Scotts’ case gained national 
attention, and the Supreme 
Court’s decision further 
heightened tensions between the 
North and the South. Today, the 
Dred Scott decision is considered 
one of the worst ever made by 
the Supreme Court.
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President Ulysses S. Grant 
signing the Fifteenth 
Amendment
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The Civil Rights Movement 
gained momentum during the 
1960s. This photograph shows 
protestors participating in the 
March on Washington for Jobs 
and Freedom in 1963.
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After the assassination of 
President John F. Kennedy, 
support for civil rights legislation 
grew, leading President Lyndon 
B. Johnson to help push the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 through 
Congress.
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A march at the Edmund Pettus 
Bridge in Selma, Alabama, 
helped lead to the passage of the 
Voting Rights Act of 1965.
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Prior to ratification of the 
Nineteenth Amendment, women 
had varying degrees of suffrage 
in the United States. In Western 
states, women typically had full 
suffrage, meaning they could 
vote in all elections, while other 
states passed more limited forms 
of suffrage—such as Ohio, where 
women could vote in some city 
elections and in presidential 
elections.
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Receipts such as this one were 
once used to confirm that a poll 
tax had been paid, allowing a 
person to vote. The 
Twenty-Fourth Amendment 
banned the practice.
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Students could be required to 
pray in public schools until the 
Supreme Court ended the 
practice in 1962. 
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Mary Beth and John Tinker 
were suspended from their 
high school in Des Moines, 
Iowa, after refusing to remove 
armbands with the peace 
symbol. They challenged the 
suspension in court, arguing 
that their First Amendment 
rights were violated. 



Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes 
wrote the majority opinion in 
Schenck v. United States, 
ultimately introducing the “clear 
and present danger” test that the 
Supreme Court continues to use 
today. 
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Robert La Follette’s impassioned 
rhetoric, which he exhibited in 
his defense of free speech, 
helped him earn the nickname 
“Fighting Bob.”
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Law enforcement officers who 
believe someone may have 
committed a crime are required 
to tell the suspect that they can 
choose to not speak.
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As an inmate, Clarence Gideon 
sent a letter to the Florida 
Supreme Court, asking for a writ 
of habeas corpus. 
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