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Framing Question: How does 
the Constitution protect liberty?

Topic 1: The U.S. Constitution and the Bill of Rights



This political cartoon, published by 
the Massachusetts Centinel, shows 
the states that ratified the 
Constitution as “Federal Pillars.” On 
the right side, North Carolina is 
being tipped into place, while the 
thirteenth pillar, Rhode Island, is 
shown crumbling. The caption 
reads, “The foundation good—it 
may yet be SAVED.”
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Delegates at the Constitutional 
Convention created a Committee 
of Style to assemble the final 
document. This included making 
minor adjustments, like changing 
the list of the states in the 
preamble to “We the People of 
the United States.”
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Each of the three 
branches of the 
federal government 
has the power to 
check the actions of 
the other two.
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It took the promise of a bill of 
rights for many states, including 
Massachusetts, to ratify the 
Constitution.
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There are two ways to propose 
and ratify a constitutional 
amendment.
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