Government Structures,
Powers, Functions, and
Interactions

Instructional Slides

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF

B U CATIoN



This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License.
You are free:

to Share—to copy, distribute, and transmit the work to Remix—to adapt the work
Under the following conditions:

Attribution—You must attribute the work in the following manner:

This work is based on an original work of the Core Knowledge® Foundation (www.coreknowledge.org) and the additions from the Louisiana
Department of Education, made available through licensing under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike4.0 International
License. This does not in any way imply that the Core Knowledge Foundation or the Louisiana Department of Education endorses this work.

Noncommercial—You may not use this work for commercial purposes.

Share Alike—If you alter, transform, or build upon this work, you may distribute the resulting work only under the same or similar license to
this one.
With the understanding that:
For any reuse or distribution, you must make clear to others the license terms of this work. The best way to do this is with a link to this
web page:
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/

Copyright © 2025 the Louisiana Department of Education for the additions to CKHG and the Core Knowledge Foundation for its predecessor
work CKHG.
www.coreknowledge.org

All Rights Reserved.

Core Knowledge®, Core Knowledge Curriculum Series™, Core Knowledge History and Geography™, and CKSci™ are trademarks of the
Core Knowledge Foundation. Foundations of Freedom is a trademark of the Louisiana Department of Education.

Trademarks and trade names are shown in this book strictly for illustrative and educational purposes and are the property of their
respective owners. References herein should not be regarded as affecting the validity of said trademarks and trade names.

ISBN: 979-8-88970-522-2


http://www.coreknowledge.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
http://www.coreknowledge.org/

Topic 1: The U.S. Constitution and the Bill of Rights

" Framing Question: How does
L g the Constitution protect liberty?
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Topic 1: The U.S. Constitution and the Bill of Rights

The € EUNIT I MBS Voi 1 This political cartoon, published by
: AT W the Massachusetts_ (_Jentinel, shows
§ On the erection of the Eleventh PILLAR of the grear ™. the states that ratified the
g e R L R Constitution as “Federal Pillars.” On
B0 e the right side, North Carolina is
Frne T being tipped into place, while the
Eimtaini in € thirteenth pillar, Rhode Island, is
" rvewst, EDERAL EDIFICE. shown crumbling. The caption
B e i o bk BONE, reads, “The foundation good — it

i - may yet be SAVED.”

And this new world, tes g
images

RELIGION here fhall {
Array'd in mildncfs, like
JUSTICE and LAW, fhall er g
And the ©* SATURNIAN AGE," return again
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Delegates at the Constitutional
Convention created a Committee
of Style to assemble the final
document. This included making
minor adjustments, like changing
the list of the states in the
preamble to “We the People of
the United States.”
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Article |

Articlell

Article lll

« Establishes the legislative
branch, called Congress

« Specifies combined and
distinct powers of the
House of Representatives
and the Senate

« Establishes the executive
branch

e Outlines the powers and
responsibilities of the
president, including
signing and enforcing laws
passed by Congress

« Establishes the judicial
branch

» Makes the Supreme Court
the highest court in the
land
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Article IV ArticleV Article VI Article VII

« Defines the « Describes the « Discusses debts of | ¢ Explains the

relationship amendment the old and new process for

between the states, | process, or how U.S. governments adopting the

their laws, and changes are made » Makes the Constitution

equal treatment to the Constitution Constitution the

of citizens highest law in the
« Explains how new land

states are added to « Requires officials to

the Union swear an oath of

office
« Bans religious tests
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Veto legislation
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Convene or adjourn Congress

p » i
Override presidential veto :TT.T 2 GeLls -:T::
Impeach president ] : : : : = E?ac:c?]fetshoeftthhreee
Impeach Supreme
o Court justices federal government
eclare executive o
Nominate Supreme orders unconstitutional :rr:::jem(;r’::?;:??nnai: haS the pOWGI‘ tO

Declare laws CheCk the aCt|OnS Of
unconstitutional the Other tWO

Court justices

Pardon federal
convictions

! override judicial decisions /'
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The U.S. Bill of Rights

First Amendment

Freedom:s of religion, speech, press,
assembly, and petition

Second Amendment

Right to bear arms

Third Amendment

Limitations on quartering (housing)
troops in homes

Fourth Amendment

Protection against unreasonable search
or seizure of people or property

Fifth Amendment

Various rights of due process, including
the freedom to refuse to testify against
yourself

Sixth Amendment

Various rights of the accused in criminal
cases, including the rights to a fair and
speedy trial, to call and question
witnesses, and to have an attorney

Seventh Amendment

Right to a jury trial for civil cases

Eighth Amendment

Protection against unreasonably high
bail and cruel and unusual punishment

Ninth Amendment

Protection of rights not listed in the
Constitution

Tenth Amendment

Assigns powers not granted to the
federal government to the states or the
people

It took the promise of a bill of
rights for many states, including
Massachusetts, to ratify the
Constitution.
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| Amendment Process |

| PROPOSAL | | RATIFICATION |

| |
| Congress <@ | State Legislatures (@

Two-thirds of each Three-fourths of
house of Congress
vote in favor of a
proposed

state legislatures
ratify the

L‘L‘““l‘l{
i amendment.

.. amendment.

National Conve|ntion < @

There are two ways to propose
and ratify a constitutional

State Conventions <@ a m e n d m e n t .

Three-fourths of

Two-thirds of
state legislatures

2 state conventions
propose an o ratify the

y amendment at a E amendment.
national 3

‘ constitutional

convention. ﬁ
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