
Government Structures, 
Powers, Functions, and 

Interactions

Instructional Slides



This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License.
You are free:

to Share—to copy, distribute, and transmit the work to Remix—to adapt the work

Under the following conditions:
Attribution—You must attribute the work in the following manner:
This work is based on an original work of the Core Knowledge® Foundation (www.coreknowledge.org) and the additions from the Louisiana 
Department of Education, made available through licensing under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike4.0 International 
License. This does not in any way imply that the Core Knowledge Foundation or the Louisiana Department of Education endorses this work.
Noncommercial—You may not use this work for commercial purposes.
Share Alike—If you alter, transform, or build upon this work, you may distribute the resulting work only under the same or similar license to 
this one.

With the understanding that:
For any reuse or distribution, you must make clear to others the license terms of this work. The best way to do this is with a link to this 
web page:

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/

 Copyright © 2025 the Louisiana Department of Education for the additions to CKHG and the Core Knowledge Foundation for its predecessor 
 work CKHG. 
www.coreknowledge.org

All Rights Reserved.

Core Knowledge®, Core Knowledge Curriculum Series™, Core Knowledge History and Geography™, and CKSci™ are trademarks of the 
Core Knowledge Foundation. Foundations of Freedom is a trademark of the Louisiana Department of Education.
 
Trademarks and trade names are shown in this book strictly for illustrative and educational purposes and are the property of their 
respective owners. References herein should not be regarded as affecting the validity of said trademarks and trade names.

IS
BN

: 9
79

-8
-8

89
70

-5
23

-9

http://www.coreknowledge.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
http://www.coreknowledge.org/


Framing Question: What are 
the roles and responsibilities of 
each branch of the federal 
government?

Topic 2: Structures, Powers, and Functions 
of the U.S. Government



In 1868, Andrew Johnson became 
the first president to be 
impeached by the House of 
Representatives, many members 
of which were frustrated by the 
president’s use of veto power.
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Louisiana has six congressional 
districts. States determine 
whether they need to redraw 
district maps following the U.S. 
Census every ten years, in a 
process called reapportionment.
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Alexander Hamilton favored a loose 
interpretation of the Constitution that 
allowed Congress to enact legislation—like 
the chartering of the national bank—to 
promote and expand the interests of the 
young republic.
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Leadership in each house of 
Congress is very similar.
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There are four types of 
congressional committees, 
including more than fifteen 
standing committees in each 
chamber.
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A bill can originate in 
either the Senate or 
the House, but it must 
be approved by both 
chambers before it can 
be sent to the 
president.
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The executive branch consists of many 
departments and offices, including the 
cabinet and the Executive Office of the 
President, which you will read about in 
the next topic. While independent 
agencies and government corporations, 
such as the Federal Election Commission 
and the U.S. Postal Service, are officially 
part of the executive branch, many are 
partially or mostly autonomous from 
executive oversight.
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Presidents have used 
their power to issue 
executive orders for a 
variety of purposes. 
Several of those listed 
in this chart were 
issued during war or 
other times of crisis or 
controversy.
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The term bully pulpit was first 
used by President Theodore 
Roosevelt to describe the 
president’s ability to influence 
people and policy.
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A president has many responsibilities, 
including signing legislation (top left), 
meeting other heads of government 
or heads of state (bottom left), 
receiving briefings from the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff (top right), and 
delivering the State of the Union 
address (bottom right).
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The cabinet is made up of fifteen departments, each with its own 
responsibilities.
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Sandra Day O’Connor during her 
Senate hearings prior to her 
confirmation as the first woman 
on the Supreme Court
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The U.S. judicial system is made 
up of different levels of courts 
that hear different cases 
depending on their jurisdiction; 
the arrows point upward to 
indicate that the U.S. Supreme 
Court is the highest court in the 
country.
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The Supreme Court of the 
United States
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Chief Justice John Marshall served as the 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court from 
1801 to 1835. During that time, he greatly 
shaped the nature and power of the court.
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