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3The Founding of the United States of America

CHAPTER 1: The Declaration of Independence and the 
American Revolution

The British won the French and Indian War in 1763.

Framing Question: What actions and 
ideas led to the founding of the United 
States of America? 



4The Founding of the United States of America

CHAPTER 1: The Declaration of Independence and the 
American Revolution

The 1765 Stamp Act made colonists pay a tax on almost every 
kind of printed paper.

Framing Question: What actions and 
ideas led to the founding of the United 
States of America?
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CHAPTER 1: The Declaration of Independence and the 
American Revolution

In December 1773, colonists in Boston protested British taxes 
by dumping chests of tea into Boston Harbor.

Framing Question: What actions and 
ideas led to the founding of the United 
States of America?
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CHAPTER 1: The Declaration of Independence and the 
American Revolution

Fighting at Lexington and Concord in 
Massachusetts in April 1775 started the war 
for independence.

Framing Question: What 
actions and ideas led to the 
founding of the United States 
of America?
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CHAPTER 1: The Declaration of Independence and the 
American Revolution

The Second Continental Congress adopted the Declaration of Independence in 
July 1776.

Framing Question: What actions and ideas led to the 
founding of the United States of America?
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CHAPTER 1: The Declaration of Independence and the 
American Revolution

The American Revolution ended when the British 
surrendered at Yorktown, Virginia, in October 1781.

Framing Question: What actions and 
ideas led to the founding of the United 
States of America?
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CHAPTER 2: The Constitutional Convention 
The Articles of Confederation, written in 1781, was the first
plan of U.S. government.

Framing Question: What challenges 
were involved in creating a new 
constitution?
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CHAPTER 2: The Constitutional Convention 
Delegates met in Philadelphia in May 1787 to create a new plan of government 
for the United States.

Framing Question: What challenges were involved 
in creating a new constitution?
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CHAPTER 2: The Constitutional Convention 
By September 1787, the U.S. Constitution was written 
and ready to be signed.

Framing Question: What 
challenges were involved in 
creating a new constitution?
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CHAPTER 2: The Constitutional Convention 
The U.S. Constitution was ratified, or approved, by the states in 1788.

Framing Question: What challenges were 
involved in creating a new constitution?
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CHAPTER 2: The Constitutional Convention 
The Bill of Rights was added to the U.S. Constitution in 1791.

Framing Question: What challenges were involved 
in creating a new constitution?
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CHAPTER 3: The First President
George Washington served as chairman of the 
Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia in 1787.

Framing Question: Why was 
George Washington chosen to 
be the first president of the 
United States?
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CHAPTER 3: The First President
George Washington became the first president of the 
United States in 1789.

Framing Question: Why was George 
Washington chosen to be the first 
president of the United States?



16The Founding of the United States of America

CHAPTER 3: The First President
President Washington helped put an end to the 
Whiskey Rebellion in 1794.

Framing Question: Why was 
George Washington chosen to 
be the first president of the 
United States?
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CHAPTER 3: The First President
George Washington left the presidency in 1797.

Framing Question: Why was George Washington 
chosen to be the first president of the United States?
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CHAPTER 3: The First President
The Washington Monument was dedicated in 1885 to the 
first U.S. president.

Framing Question: Why was 
George Washington chosen to be the 
first president of the United States?
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