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Chapter 1
Industrialization,
[mmigration, and

Urbanization :

The Transformation

The United States saw expansive
economic growth and dynamic social
change in the decades following the
American Civil War. In the half century
from the end of that war in 1865 to
the beginning of the First World War
in 1914, the nation was transformed
by immigration, industrialization,
and urbanization.

Vocabulary

immigration, n. the act of coming to
live permanently in a new country

industrialization, n. a shift to the
widespread use of machines and
factories to produce goods

urbanization, n. the formation and
growth of cities

The Framing Question

How did immigration,
industrialization, and urbanization
change America in the late 1800s
and early 1900s?

Millions of immigrants were drawn to
America by the promise of a better life.




Factories, mines, and mills grew in
importance. Waves of immigrants arrived
on America’s shores. Cities grew bigger.
Historians call this time period the Second

&' Industrial Revolution. From 1865 to 1914,
| some eleven million Americans moved from
rural farming communities into the towns
and cities that housed growing numbers of
factories. In these same years, twenty-five
million new immigrants, most from Europe,
were drawn by the promise of finding work
in the expanding American economy.
Many of these new arrivals settled in major
cities, especially those in the Northeast
and Midwest. Others settled in rural areas,
where they took up farming and other work.

Vocabulary

economy, n. the way a country manages
its money and resources to produce, buy;,
and sell goods and services

e

Think TWICE e }J
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Who Immigrated and Why?

Push and pull factors played key roles

in people deciding to immigrate to the

| United States. A push factor is a reason
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to leave a country, like poverty, religious Boston and New York City. Others found
persecution, or political unrest. A pull work on railroads and in factories in the
factor is something that draws people growing industrial economy in cities such
to a location, like economic opportunity, as Albany, Buffalo, Cleveland, and Chicago.

religious freedom, or democracy. In the decade after 1845, more than

The potato famine in Ireland was a major a million Germans were pulled to the
push factor for Irish immigrants during the  United States by the prospect of economic

mid-1800s. For several years, beginning opportunity and jobs. German farmers

in 1845, a plant disease known as potato and laborers settled on farms across
blight devastated Ireland’s potato crop. the Midwest and in cities, including
Potatoes were a staple of the Irish diet. A Cincinnati, Milwaukee, and St. Louis. Other

million people perished from starvationor ~ Germans fled to the United States after the
from diseases related to malnutrition, and

more than a million more left Ireland and Vocabulary
immigrated to America. Many newly arrived  malnutrition, n. a state of poor health
Irish settled in the Northeast, especially in due to not having enough healthy food

550,000 Country of Birth of the Foreign-Born Population, 1870-90

W1870 MW 1890

206,648

200,000

184,483

150,000

113,396
100,000

50,000

Eastern Europe Southern Europe Asia

During the Second Industrial Revolution, an increasing number of immigrants came from countries in
eastern Europe, southern Europe, and Asia. Previously, most immigrants came from parts of northern
and central Europe.
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Ellis Island

Most immigrants who arrived in America
after 1892 first set foot on American soil
at Ellis Island in New York Harbor. There,
the government had built a receiving
station that could handle five thousand
people a day. When that proved too
small, the facility was enlarged to handle
up to fifteen thousand immigrants a
day. Altogether, sixteen million people
passed through Ellis Island, the great
bulk of them during the first thirty years
of the receiving station’s existence.

Ellis Island closed as an entry point for
immigrants in 1954.

-

Immigrants coming into Ellis Island were greeted by
the Statue of Liberty.

revolutions of 1848 failed to bring greater
democracy to Europe. Among these new
Immigrants were lawyers, doctors, and
skilled artisans.

Between 1880 and 1920, Europeans from
southern and eastern Europe, such as
people from Italy and Poland, began to
arrive in large numbers. Up to this time

in American history, there had not been
many immigrants from these regions of
Europe. Many of these immigrants were
Catholic. They were joined in this wave
of immigration by two million Jewish
men, women, and children who sought to
escape poverty and religious persecution
in Europe.

Think Twice

What push factors encouraged
immigration to the United States
of America?

The Realities of Immigration

The story of American immigration is one
of tensions between ideals and realities.
Many immigrants who came to the United
States from the mid-1880s to the early
1900s arrived poor and with limited skills.
They took whatever work they could get,
often at low pay.



Immigrant women found work as
household servants. Immigrant men found
work sweeping streets, hauling trash, or
selling food from carts as street vendors. In
cities, immigrant families—women, men,
and children alike—sometimes worked
together in their apartments, sewing
garments for low pay. In the Northeast
and Midwest, immigrants found work in
factories, mines, and mills.

Immigrants often faced discrimination.
The anti-immigrant and anti-Catholic
“Know-Nothing” movement formed

in the 1840s and 1850s. Even after that
movement dissolved, nativism persisted.
Nativists believed immigrants were
hurting native-born Americans by taking
“their” jobs and lowering wages.

The issue of religion was also important.
Beginning in colonial times, most

Vocabulary

discrimination, n. unfair treatment of
a person or group because of beliefs
about that group of people

nativism, n. a preference for people
born in a country rather than
immigrants

J Find Out the Facts

How did the Know-Nothing
movement get its name?

Americans were Protestants. Many

of the new arrivals—especially those

from Ireland, Italy, Germany, and Slavic
countries—were Catholics. Although

both groups are Christian, Protestants

and Catholics have somewhat different
practices and beliefs. American Protestants
commonly were untrusting of Catholics.

Chinese immigrants settling in the United
States encountered their own version

of discrimination. By 1880, more than

one hundred thousand Chinese people
lived in the United States—nearly all on
the West Coast. Many found work laying
railway tracks for the nation’s expanding
western railroads or working in factories
and mines. Chinese immigrants had
different styles of dress as well as cultural
and religious practices that set them apart
from native-born Americans and European
immigrants. This made them easy targets
of extreme prejudice and even violence.

It's important to note that the immigrant
experience was not always negative.

New arrivals also found Americans who
welcomed and helped them. Many also
started churches and synagogues that
offered charity and assistance. And as their
numbers grew, immigrants gained political
power. For example, as the number of

Irish immigrants grew in Boston and



New York City, they were able to elect
people of Irish heritage to the city council
and the mayor’s office in both cities. Soon,
these cities employed many Irish police
officers, firefighters, and civil servants.

<, JThink Twice

change an immigrant group’s
experience?

=N

African Americans Move North

Between 1865 and 1920, many thousands
of African Americans moved northward.
Most African Americans had lived in

the South during slavery. In the South,
pervasive segregation and race prejudice
continued to exclude African Americans
from full citizenship and economic
opportunity. Between 1879 and 1880,
about sixty thousand African Americans
moved to Kansas, where they hoped to
find better livelihoods and better schools
than in the South. During the First World
War (1914-18) and especially after America’s
entry into the war in 1917, many African
Americans moved to northern cities like
Detroit, Chicago, Pittsburgh, and New York
to work in factories producing materials for
the war effort. To be sure, they continued

to experience prejudice even in the North.
Yet some northern cities became centers of
African American arts and culture.

RN
The Effects of Urbanization

Cities were centers of economic

opportunity for immigrants embarking on
a new life. At the same time, the increased
use of farm machinery and the growth

of factories caused migration from rural
areas to cities. The rapid urbanization

that resulted came at a cost. Demand for
housing in urban areas grew faster than
supply. Homes intended for just one family
were subdivided and hastily expanded

to accommodate many families. New
tenements were constructed to maximize
space, both within the building and on the
city block. Conditions in the tenements
were cramped, and fresh air and natural
light were hard to come by. Built quickly
and cheaply, these homes lacked sufficient
plumbing and were often made of wood,
creating a risk of dangerous fires. What'’s
more, many tenements lacked fire escapes.

Cities like New York also struggled with
issues like sanitation and waste removal.
People dumped their garbage into the
street and into nearby rivers or the ocean.



This, like the cramped conditions of the
tenements, encouraged the spread of
contagious diseases such as cholera.
Exhaust from factories and other sources

like railroads caused unhealthy air pollution.

Many immigrants seeking work in American cities
endured the close quarters of tenements.

. JThink Twice

“* How did rapid urbanization impact
the quality of life in cities?

N

The Second Industrial Revolution

Before the Civil War, most Americans
were farmers. There were some
factories, mostly cloth-making ones in
New England. However, after 1865, the
number of factories, mines, and mills
grew rapidly. By 1880, more Americans
worked in non agricultural jobs than in

agricultural ones. By the 1910s, American
industries were producing a third of the
world’s manufactured goods. America’s
commercial society, in combination with
the country’s representative demaocracy,
had given rise to astonishing economic
growth. How exactly did this happen?

Part of the answer to this question is
the basic structure of the American
economy: capitalism. Capitalism is an
economic system in which resources
and businesses are privately owned
and the government does not control
prices. The United States does not

have a pure capitalist economy—the
government intervenes in the economy
in a multitude of ways. Yet in the 1800s
and into the 1900s, it was the practice
of the government to mostly stay

out of the way of entrepreneurs and
businesses. Laissez-faire is a French
term meaning “let it be” or “leave it
alone,” and during this period, Congress

Vocabulary

capitalism, n. an economic system in
which resources and businesses are
privately owned and the government
does not control prices

laissez-faire, n. a philosophy that
calls for very little or no government
involvement in the economy




and state governments largely left
businesses alone. This meant that
there were no federal laws to protect
workers. There was no minimum wage,
no limit on workday hours, no safety
standards in factories or mines, and

no laws mandating that children go to
school rather than to work. At times,
state legislatures did pass some laws
regulating businesses. But when New
York State passed a law regulating the
hours people could work in bakeries,
the United States Supreme Court, in
Lochner v. New York (1905), struck down
the New York law. The court ruled that
it violated freedom of contract, which is
the right of employers and employees
to operate without restrictions from
the government, as protected by the
Fourteenth Amendment.

Another important factor in the growth

of the U.S. economy was mechanization.
Machines were central to mass production
in factories during the Second Industrial
Revolution. They were used to make a
variety of products, from thread to nails,

Vocabulary

mechanization, n. the process of
replacing human or animal labor with
machine labor

from shoes to typewriters. The use of
machines also led to the adoption of
assembly lines. Assembly lines broke
the production of an item into smaller,
repetitive tasks. As machine production
output increased, labor costs per unit
fell. Industrialization made possible an
ever-increasing abundance of goods at
declining prices.

Mechanization was also responsible for
changes to American agriculture. Inventions
like the mechanical reaper and the gas-
powered tractor meant that fewer people

\/ 4
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were required to produce more crops.

Think Twice

Do you think such rapid economic
growth could have happened
without millions of immigrants
coming to America?

RN
The Role of Railroads

One of the most important developments

t

was the expansion of railroads. Railroads
were not a new invention. A patchwork
of local lines had existed in the early to
mid-1800s. The Pacific Railway Act of 1862
changed this. The act authorized the
construction of the first transcontinental
railroad. As you have learned, it was






completed in 1869. Four more
transcontinental lines followed by

1900. The number of miles of line also
exploded, growing from forty-five
thousand miles (72,420 km) of track in 1871
to nearly two hundred thousand miles
(321,900 km) in just under thirty years.

Railroads were an important driver

of industrialization. They transported
massive amounts of raw materials around
the country. They were also one of the
greatest consumers of raw materials,

and their construction encouraged
growth in the coal, timber, and steel
industries. Railroads affected American
producers and consumers alike. They
transported passengers and finished
goods faster than ever. They opened

new markets for businesses across the
country, resulting in increased competition
and lower prices. But as you know, the
growth of the railroads had a large cost:
the displacement of Native Americans
from their land and destruction of their
traditional ways of life.

and consumers during the Second
Industrial Revolution?

Technological Innovations

The Second Industrial Revolution was
a time of incredible technological
innovation that reshaped the way
Americans lived and worked. Two such
innovations included electricity and
the telephone.

In 1882, Thomas Edison opened the
world’s first electrical generating station
on Pearl Street in Manhattan. Wires
strung throughout cities brought electric
power to businesses and homes, and
electric lights began to replace gas
lanterns along city streets. By the early
1900s, Nikola Tesla’s motor, which used
alternating currents, powered increasing
numbers of machines on factory floors.
It also powered household lighting

and appliances—the electric-powered
vacuum cleaner, invented in 1901,
among them.

Automobiles, invented in 1886, uneasily
shared city streets with horse-drawn
carriages and carts. Telephones, invented
by Alexander Graham Bell back in 1876,
were being installed in a growing number
of homes and businesses. Marie Curie’s
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People, horses, and cars shared streets in cities at the
turn of the twentieth century.

experiments with X-rays led to new
medical diagnostic tools and treatments.
Biologists identified disease-causing
bacteria. In 1900, a new medicine called
aspirin went on sale and was used in many
households to relieve pain.

Vocabulary

diagnostic, adj. related to identifying a
disease or a problem

Enabled by new elevator technology and
by the plentiful availability of electricity
and steel, buildings so tall they were said
to “scrape the sky” were built in some
cities. In 1902, the twenty-one-story
steel-framed Flatiron Building went up in
New York. The next year, it was eclipsed
by the sixty-story Woolworth Building in
downtown Manhattan. Electric-powered
subways and streetcars became available

in some cities. Vast numbers of Henry
Ford’s gasoline-powered and inexpensive
Model T cars rolled out of Detroit,
Michigan, factories beginning in 1908.

Think Twice

ih’li<j;

How did innovations like electricity
and the telephone change daily
life? How did they change the way
people worked?

RN
The Beginnings of Big Business

Big business was a defining feature of
the Second Industrial Revolution. Many
businesses of the age started big and
became much bigger.

Many industrialists and entrepreneurs
formed corporations. The first modern
corporations in the United States began
during the 1770s, though they did not
become popular until the mid-1800s.
Simple to organize, corporations protected
their owners financially if the business
failed. This made them more attractive

to entrepreneurs and investors than

Vocabulary

corporation, n. a type of large business

12



other business structures. Corporations
were made more powerful through the
creation of monopolies that reduced or
eliminated competition.

Vocabulary

monopoly, n. the complete control of
the supply of a good or service by one
person, country, or company

Some monopolies were formed through
vertical integration, or by acquiring every
part of an industry’s supply chain from raw
materials to final products. This practice
was used by Andrew Carnegie, a Scottish
immigrant, to build his fortune. Carnegie
purchased the mines that produced

the iron and coal to make steel. He also
bought the railroads used to ship iron
and other raw materials to his mills and
finished products to their destinations.
This allowed him to keep his production
costs low and increase his profits. It also
made it very difficult for other steel
producers to compete.

Other monopolies were formed through
horizontal integration, or by controlling
one step or phase of production across
an entire industry. John D. Rockefeller
realized that the oil industry could be a
huge business in Ohio. He began building

oil refineries in the state in the 1860s and,
along with other investors, formed the
Standard Oil Company in 1870. Standard
Oil began as a corporation but later grew
into a trust. Standard Oil purchased
competing refineries through the 1880s. By
1890, Rockefeller owned about 90 percent
of the oil refineries in the United States.
Rockefeller’s use of horizontal integration
didn’'t end with control over the oil industry.
Rockefeller also made Standard Oil very
influential over the railroads, enabling the
trust to dictate its own shipping rates.

Carnegie and Rockefeller were not the
only entrepreneurs to accumulate massive
wealth during the Second Industrial
Revolution. In the 1850s, Cornelius
Vanderbilt began investing in railroads

in New York. He then expanded his

control over other major lines through the
Northeast and into the Midwest. This made
him the first person to offer rail service
from New York City to Chicago. Vanderbilt’s
control over the railroads made rail travel
faster and cheaper. By the time he died in
1877, he was worth more than $100 million,

Vocabulary

trust, n. acombination of corporations
created to reduce competition and
control prices

13



which made him the wealthiest person in
the United States at that time.

Banker John Pierpont Morgan provided
the capital needed to grow many of the
country’s fledgling industries, including
railroads and oil. By 1895, J. P. Morgan

and Company ranked among the world’s
most influential banks. Morgan arranged
numerous mergers of different companies,
including the formation of General Electric
and the United States Steel Corporation.

Not all successful entrepreneurs of the
time were men. Sarah Breedlove was born
in Louisiana in 1867 and was the daughter
of formerly enslaved people. Breedlove
began to lose her hair in the 1890s. One
remedy she tried was made by Annie
Malone, an entrepreneur who specialized
in hair care products for African American
women. Breedlove began working for
Malone, moved to Denver, and changed
her name to Madam C. J. Walker. She
went on to start her own business

making hair and beauty products. Walker
began by traveling the country selling
products door to door and eventually
established the Madam C. J. Walker
Manufacturing Company in Indianapolis.
Walker eventually employed over forty
thousand people. In addition to amassing

Madam C. J. Walker built a successful beauty product
empire at a time when big business was dominated
by men.

an impressive fortune, she became a
role model for other self-made women
entrepreneurs around the world.

Think Twice

.............................................................

What made Madam C. J. Walker so
exceptional?

RN
Captains of Industry
or Robber Barons?

The influence of America’s wealthiest
entrepreneurs and business leaders
increased in the late 1800s and early 1900s.

14



Men like Andrew Carnegie and John D.
Rockefeller amassed fantastic fortunes
using cutthroat business practices,
making them two of the richest and
most successful entrepreneurs in history.
The legacy of these entrepreneurs is
complicated. Some Americans saw these
men and other entrepreneurs like them
as “captains of industry” and focused on
the good they were doing by leading
important businesses. Their corporations
each enabled tens of thousands of workers

Andrew Carnegie made a great deal of money in steel.
He also donated money to build libraries and schools.

to earn a living. But other Americans
criticized them as “robber barons,”
describing them as rich and selfish
individuals who lived like kings and made
their millions from other peoples’ labor.

Carnegie and Rockefeller were two
business leaders who also used their
fortunes for good. Carnegie was a
particularly great philanthropist. A
philanthropist is someone wealthy who
uses money to help others. And Carnegie
did this in a big way. During his lifetime,
Andrew Carnegie gave away much of his
wealth; he donated millions of dollars to
charities, foundations, and universities,
and he paid for the building of hundreds
of public libraries across America.

Think Twice

What do you think? Were the
entrepreneurs of the Second
Industrial Revolution captains of
industry or robber barons?
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Factory Conditions

Mass production by machines made
goods less expensive and more

readily available than ever before. But
mechanized mass production also made

15



factory work repetitive and exhausting.
What's more, to keep production costs
as low as possible, factory managers
pushed employees to work longer hours,
increased the pace of work, and kept
wages low. The resulting products could
then be priced lower than the products
from other factories.

The drive to lower costs led to the
development of sweatshops. A sweatshop
is a factory or a workshop, especially in the
clothes-making industry, in which workers
are employed at very low wages for long
hours. Sweatshops in the 1890s and 1900s
were sometimes located in tenements—
the very apartments where the workers
lived. Unfortunately, these conditions still
exist in some parts of the world today.

Vocabulary

sweatshop, n. a factory in which
employees work for long hours in
unsafe conditions for a low wage

RN
Child Labor

In the late 1800s and early 1900s, more
than two million children were sent to
work in factories, mines, and mills in the

United States. Prior to industrialization,
most Americans made their living by
farming, and many children worked
alongside their parents. Although
agricultural work was hard and farming
chores had to be carried out in all

kinds of weather, children saw daylight,
worked outside, and could experience the
passing seasons.

Children working in factories and

mines had a much different experience.
Depending on the industry and the
season, children worked anywhere from
twelve to eighteen hours a day. The work
week was five or six days long. The wages
they earned, though meager, were often
critical to the survival of their families.
There was no time for education and
little for play. Children working in mills
performed numerous tasks, including
fixing a broken thread on a machine that

. was still in motion or collecting fabric and

putting it into bins. In coal mines, child
workers picked small bits of coal from piles
of rubble, or they carried bags of coal and
dumped them into coal cars. Children
working in factories frequently suffered
injuries in accidents involving machinery.
Breathing in the tiny bits of fiber in the
mills and coal dust in the mines caused
respiratory diseases, including cancer.

16



Find Out the Facts

Research what life was like for
children working in factories, sweatshops,
or mines during this time in American
history.

Writers’ Corner

Use your research to write
about a day in the life of a
child working in a factory, mill,
or mine. Either imagine you
are that child and describe your day, or
imagine you are a journalist reporting on
what you have discovered.

RN
Unions

Industrialization helped entrepreneurs and
corporate investors become wealthy, but
most workers struggled to make enough
money to live comfortably. Recognizing
that there is strength in numbers, workers
joined together to protect their interests.
They formed organizations to bargain with
their employers for better pay or safer
conditions. Such organizations are called
unions. There are different kinds of unions.

Small boys in factories climbed onto spinning frames to mend broken threads and replace empty bobbins.

17



Skilled workers—Ilike carpenters,
bricklayers, and steam pipefitters—form
trade unions, while unskilled workers
generally form labor unions.

Unskilled workers in the late 1800s were
largely unsuccessful when they tried to
form unions. When unskilled workers
staged a strike, they were often easily
replaced. But the same was not true for
skilled workers. In the late 1800s and early
1900s, skilled workers were in demand
and difficult to replace. This put them in a
better position to negotiate for better pay,
for safer conditions, or to improve their
standard of living.

Vocabulary

strike, n. a practice of workers refusing
to work until the company meets their
demands in negotiations

One important national labor union in
the United States was the Knights of
Labor (KOL). Founded in 1869 as a secret
organization to protect its members from
employer retaliations, the KOL represented
the interests of skilled and unskilled
workers from a variety of industries. The
KOL's membership swelled in 1877 after

a major railroad strike. In 1886, the KOL
reached its peak membership with seven
hundred thousand workers. The group’s

struggles in winning concessions and the
violence that broke out around strikes
caused its numbers to decline.

In 1886, a group of trade unions came
together to form the American Federation
of Labor (AFL). The AFL and its president,
Samuel Gompers, promoted what they
called “pure and simple trade unionism.”
Their goal was to improve the lives of
workers by bargaining directly with
employers for better hours, safer working
conditions, and higher wages. When
collective bargaining failed, they went
on strike. In the late 1800s and early 1900s,
Gompers noticed that the courts and
governors almost always acted in favor of
business. The courts repeatedly agreed to
injunctions against workers for striking.
And the courts rarely ruled against
employers who mistreated or underpayed
workers. In response, Gompers and

his union, as he wrote, “harassed the

Vocabulary

collective bargaining, n. the
negotiation of better wages and
working conditions by a group, such
asaunion

injunction, n. a court order that
specifies an action a person or group
must or must not take

18



A founder of the American Federation of Labor (AFL),
Samuel Gompers was one of the most important leaders
of the American labor movement.

manufacturers by strikes and agitation.”
Through these actions, the skilled workers
achieved “what [they] had failed to achieve
through legislation.”

Early on, the AFL excluded women and
African Americans from joining its trade
unions. In the 1890s, Gompers seemed
open to including African Americans. He
said to the white members of the AFL,
“As working men we are not justified in
refusing them [African Americans] the
right of the opportunity to organize.”

But ten years later, he abandoned this
view. While the AFL worked to protect
skilled workers, it did little to aid the
organizing efforts of semiskilled or
unskilled workers, including tens of
thousands of women and child laborers.

Think Twice \}
............................................................. J

Why did the Knights of Labor decide
to keep its organization secret?

Find Out the Facts

Put together a brief presentation
explaining the history and impact of
a local trade or labor union, including
its connection to national labor

organizations.

Strikes and Retaliation

Labor strife in the period from 1865 to 1914
was at times intense. There were hundreds
of strikes each year across America. And
actions—strikes or lockouts—sometimes
turned violent as workers made demands
and employers pushed back.

Vocabulary

lockout, n. the closure of a business
by an owner to gain concessions from
workers during a labor dispute

19



One incident occurred in Chicago in May
1886. On May 1, several workers were
killed or hurt by police during a strike

at the McCormick Reaper Works. Three
days later, on May 4, workers met in
Haymarket Square to protest the violence
from police. Someone in the crowd
threw a bomb toward the police, and an
officer was killed. In the confusion that
followed, police opened fire, killing both
police officers and other people. In the

aftermath, eight people were convicted
of conspiracy, though the bomb thrower
was never identified. The Haymarket
incident attracted international attention.
Employers used it as an example to help
accuse the labor movement of being full
of foreigners, anarchists, and radicals.

Unions can be powerful, and when
workers strike, they can sometimes

win better wages, hours, and working
conditions. But this was not what resulted

The events at the Haymarket Riot contributed to anti-union sentiment across the country.
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