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3Civilizations in North America

CHAPTER 1: Peoples of the Southeast
Between 3500 BCE and 1700s CE, the territory of the 
Mound Builders stretched from the Great Lakes to 
the Southeast.

Framing Question: What were 
the key characteristics of the 
nations of the Southeast?
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CHAPTER 1: Peoples of the Southeast
The Creek Confederacy formed in the 1700s CE.

Framing Question: What were the key 
characteristics of the nations of the Southeast?
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CHAPTER 1: Peoples of the Southeast
In 1821, Sequoyah created the Cherokee syllabary, a set of written characters 
that represented syllables.

Framing Question: What were the key 
characteristics of the nations of the Southeast?
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CHAPTER 2: Peoples of the Plains
From around 850 to 1700 CE, some Plains peoples 
were nomadic, while others were settled.

Framing Question: What were 
the key characteristics of the 
nations of the Plains?
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CHAPTER 2: Peoples of the Plains
By 1750 CE, the horse became common among Indigenous 
peoples of the Plains.

Framing Question: What were the 
key characteristics of the nations of 
the Plains?
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CHAPTER 3: Peoples of the Northeast
During the 1500s CE, the Northeast, or Eastern 
Woodlands, was occupied by Algonquian, Iroquoian, 
and Siouan peoples.

Framing Question: What were 
the key characteristics of the 
nations of the Northeast?
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CHAPTER 3: Peoples of the Northeast
Around 1400 CE, various Eastern Woodlands groups 
joined together to form the Haudenosaunee 
Confederacy.

Framing Question: What were 
the key characteristics of the 
nations of the Northeast?
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CHAPTER 4: Peoples of the Southwest
From 100 to 1600 CE, the Ancestral Pueblo lived in the 
Four Corners area of the Southwest.

Framing Question: What were 
the key characteristics of the 
nations of the Southwest?
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CHAPTER 4: Peoples of the Southwest
During the 1300s CE, the Apache and Diné (Navajo) 
moved into the Southwest.

Framing Question: What were 
the key characteristics of the 
nations of the Southwest?



12Civilizations in North America

CHAPTER 4: Peoples of the Southwest
From 1600 CE to today, descendants of the Ancestral Pueblo evolved into eastern and 
western Pueblo peoples.

Framing Question: What were the key characteristics 
of the nations of the Southwest?
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CHAPTER 5: Peoples of the West Coast
The Indigenous peoples of the Pacific Northwest 
developed different cultures than the 
Indigenous peoples of California.

Framing Question: What were 
the key characteristics of the 
nations of the West Coast?
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