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A Changing Nation
Teacher Guide
Bayou Bridges Louisiana Social Studies, Grade 3



UNIT 4

INntroduction

INTRODUCTION

The Industrial Revolution of the early 1800s brought technology to the
forefront of American consciousness, especially in the North. The steam engine
was tested and put into regular use in steamboats and locomotives, easing
travel and trade between East and West, North and South. Samuel Slater
smuggled plans for the country’s first mechanical spinning machine across

the Atlantic and opened his own cotton mill, paving the way for an industry
that profited both Northern and Southern entrepreneurs. Eli Whitney’s cotton
gin, which quickly processed raw cotton, helped meet the North’s increasing
demand for Southern cotton, which relied on enslaved labor.

Most Northerners opposed the practice of slavery. While some Southerners
concurred with this opinion, most supported its continuation as vital to the
Southern way of life. Abolitionists in the North spoke out against slavery, but it
was the work of those on the Underground Railroad in the South that helped
thousands of enslaved African Americans gain their freedom. The increase in
runaway slaves, growing abolitionist sentiment, and the election of Abraham
Lincoln pushed Southern leaders to a breaking point. Eleven Southern states
seceded from the Union and formed the Confederate States of America. A
four-year civil war ensued. At its end was the liberation of enslaved African
Americans and the passage of the Thirteen Amendment, which officially
prohibited slavery for good.



What Students Should Already Know

Students using Bayou Bridges should already be familiar with:

why Great Britain limited self-government in the colonies

what colonists meant by “taxation without representation”

causes and effects of the Boston Tea Party

causes and outcome of the First Continental Congress
Battles of Lexington and Concord

events of the Second Continental Congress

Thomas Paine’s Common Sense

writing and adoption of the Declaration of Independence
important battles of the American Revolution

symbols of the United States

why the Articles of Confederation were considered weak
events of the Constitutional Convention

federal system of government

debate over the Bill of Rights

ratification of the Constitution

purpose of the Constitution

why George Washington was the first president
Washington’s cabinet

Whiskey Rebellion

presidential precedents set by Washington

how Americans honor Washington

the role of the U.S. Constitution in creating a framework for American

government
parts of the Constitution

three branches of government and their responsibilities

purpose of separation of powers and checks and balances

how a bill becomes a law

the division of power between the national government and the states

through federalism

ways to demonstrate civic virtues

Time Period Background

This timeline provides an overview of key
events related to the content of this unit.
Use a classroom timeline with students to
help them sequence and relate events that
occurred from the 1600s CE to 1865.

1600s Africans begin to be
enslaved and forced to
come to the Americas to
work.

early 1790s In Rhode Island, Samuel
Slater opens the first cotton
millin the United States.

Eli Whitney invents the
cotton gin.

The United States passes
alaw banning the
importation of new slaves.

Robert Fulton demonstrates
the first U.S. steamboat, the
Clermont.

William Lloyd Garrison
begins publishing his
abolitionist newspaper,
The Liberator.

Railroads have become
the most important form
of transportation in the
United States.

Frederick Douglass
publishes his
autobiography, Narrative
of the Life of Frederick
Douglass, an American
Slave.

Harriet Tubman escapes
slavery.

Sojourner Truth published
her life story.

Nearly one hundred cities

have formed in the United
States, most of them in the
North and Midwest.

1861-65 The U.S. Civil War leads to
the end of slavery in the
United States.

President Abraham Lincoln
signs the Emancipation
Proclamation.

The Thirteenth
Amendment to the
Constitution abolishes
slavery in the United States.
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how to become a U.S. citizen

geography, culture, economies, and symbols of the United States
associated with the eight geographic regions—New England,
Mid-Atlantic, South, Midwest, Great Plains, Rocky Mountain, Southwest,
West Coast—and Alaska and Hawaii

what the Louisiana Purchase was and how it changed the United States
Lewis and Clark and the Corps of Discovery, including Sacagawea

how the United States expanded westward over time

how life in the West differed from life in the East

Oregon Trail

idea of manifest destiny

impact of transportation technologies, such as covered wagons,
flatboats, steamboats, and railroads, on westward expansion

California Gold Rush
impact of the Homestead Act

impact of westward expansion on Native Americans, including relocation
and removal, the reservation system, and armed conflict

Trail of Tears
Crazy Horse and Sitting Bull
Battle of the Little Bighorn

massacre at Wounded Knee

What Students Need to Learn

how the issue of slavery divided the North and South after the
American Revolution

why the North was suited for an industrial economy

how manufacturing came to the United States

how free enterprise benefits business owners

what prompted urbanization in the North

why the South had an agricultural economy

how the North’s demand for cotton affected the slave trade in the South
difference between plantations and other types of farms

difference between importing and exporting
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how supply and demand affect price

innovations in transportation, such as the turnpike, steam engine,
steamboat, and locomotive

what caused growing opposition to slavery in the North
the names and achievements of notable abolitionists
what the Underground Railroad was and how it worked
why Southern states seceded from the Union

why the Union went to war against the Confederacy
when the Civil War became about the issue of slavery
why President Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation
what the Emancipation Proclamation did

history behind Juneteenth

how the Civil War ended

which rights are protected by the Thirteenth Amendment

how we honor Abraham Lincoln today

A SPeciAL NoTE TO TEACHERS—TALKING ABOUT SLAVERY

Discussing slavery can be a challenging task. Slavery, which has existed for
thousands of years in many cultures, is by definition an inhumane practice—
people are reduced to property, to be bought and sold, and often treated with
brutality and violence.

Classroom discussion of slavery should acknowledge the cruel realities while
remaining mindful of the age of the students. In Bayou Bridges materials, we
have attempted to convey the inhumane practices of slavery without overly
graphic depictions.

Recently, some historians have questioned the language used to talk about
slavery. Some contemporary historians urge that we refer not to slaves but
instead to enslaved persons or enslaved workers. The term slave, these
historians argue, implies a commaodity, a thing, while enslaved person or
enslaved worker reminds us of the humanity of people forced into bondage and
deprived of their freedom. Other historians, however, argue that by avoiding
the term slave, we may unintentionally minimize the horror of humans being
treated as though they were someone else’s property.

In Bayou Bridges, we acknowledge the logic of both perspectives and
sometimes refer to slaves while at other times referring to enslaved persons or
enslaved workers.
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The most important ideas in Unit 4 are the following:

By the 1840s, the North’s economy was based on manufacturing, while the
South’s economy remained focused on agriculture.

Advancements in transportation technology, such as the steamship and the
railroad, moved people and goods more efficiently than ever before.

Plantation owners felt they needed to use enslaved labor to meet the high
demand for cotton in order to maintain large profits.

In the North, abolitionists such as Frederick Douglass, Sojourner Truth, and
William Lloyd Garrison spoke out against slavery.

Harriet Tubman and other conductors on the Underground Railroad led
escaped enslaved people to safety.

Southern leaders made good on their promise to secede from the United
States if Abraham Lincoln was elected president in 1860 and attempted to
form their own new country, the Confederate States of America.

After four years of conflict, the Union won the war.

To ensure that no one was ever enslaved in the United States again,
Congress passed the Thirteenth Amendment, which prohibited slavery in
the United States.

WHAT TeacHers Neep To Know

Each chapter of the Teacher Guide is accompanied by a brief What Teachers
Need to Know document that provides background information related to
the chapter content. The background information will summarize the chapter
content and provide some additional details or explanation. These documents
are not meant to be complete histories but rather memory refreshers to

help provide context for what students are learning. For fuller, more detailed
explanations, see the list of recommended books in this Introduction.

To find the What Teachers Need to Know documents, look for the link to download
the Bayou Bridges Online Resources at the beginning of each chapter.

UnNIT RESOURCES

Student Component

A Changing Nation Student Reader—two chapters
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Teacher Components

A Changing Nation Teacher Guide—two chapters. The guide includes lessons
aligned to each chapter of the A Changing Nation Student Reader, with a
daily Check for Understanding and Additional Activities—such as vocabulary
practice, primary source analysis, literature connections, and virtual field
trips—designed to reinforce the chapter content. Chapter Assessments, a
Performance Task Assessment, and Activity Pages are included in Teacher
Resources, beginning on page 41.

+ The Chapter Assessments test knowledge of each chapter using standard
testing formats.

+ The Performance Task Assessment requires students to apply and
share the knowledge learned during the unit through either an oral or a
written presentation.

+ The Activity Pages are designed to support, reinforce, and extend content
taught in specific chapters throughout the unit.

A Changing Nation Timeline Card Slide Deck—fourteen individual images
depicting significant events and individuals related to the growing United
States and the abolition of slavery. In addition to an image, each card contains
a caption, a chapter number, and the Framing Question, which outlines the
focus of the chapter. The Teacher Guide will prompt you, lesson by lesson, as to
which image card(s) to display. The Timeline Cards will be a powerful learning
tool, enabling you and your students to track important themes and events as
they occurred within this expansive time period.

Use this link to download the Bayou Bridges Online Resources for this unit,
where the specific link to the Timeline Card Slide Deck may be found:

https://www.coreknowledge.org/bayou-bridges-online-resources/

You may wish to print the Timeline Cards to create a physical timeline in
your classroom. To do so, you will need to identify available wall space in
your classroom on which you can post the Timeline Cards over the course of
the unit. The Timeline may be oriented either vertically or horizontally, even
wrapping around corners and multiple walls—whatever works best in your
classroom setting. Be creative; some teachers hang a clothesline so that the
image cards can be attached with clothespins!

early 1790s 1793

Chapter 1 Chapter 1 Chapter 1 Chapter 2
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1807

Chapter 1

1849

Chapter 2

1863

Chapter 2

INTRODUCTION

1845

1831
1840s
Chapter 2 Chapter 1 Chapter 2
1850
1861-65
1850
Chapter 1 Chapter 2 Chapter 2
1865
Chapter 2

The Timeline in Relation to Content in the Student Reader

The events highlighted in the Unit 4 Timeline Cards are in chronological order,
but the chapters that are referenced are not. The reason for this is that the
Student Reader is organized both thematically and chronologically. Chapter 1
discusses how industrialization and advancements in transportation added

to the growing cultural distance between the North and the South. Chapter 2
focuses on the growth of the abolition movement and how slavery was
ultimately abolished in the United States following the Civil War. These events
and movements often overlapped, which is reflected in the timeline.




















































































































































































