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1INTRODUCTION

UNIT 4

Introduction
About This Unit

The Big Idea
The civilizations of the Roman Republic, the Roman Empire, and early imperial China were rich and 

complex and influenced much of Europe and Asia for centuries.

Ancient Rome has had a major influence on Western culture. The judicious 
power sharing articulated in the Roman Republic has been incorporated with 
great success into many societies, including that of the United States. The 
legacies of rulers such as Julius Caesar, Caesar Augustus, and Constantine have 
also influenced modern cultures.

Similarly, imperial China has also helped shape modern society. It is responsible 
for the building of many famous landmarks, such as the Great Wall and the 
Grand Canal. The development of the Silk Road, along with inventions such 
as paper, woodblock printing, and the magnetic compass, paved the way for 
centuries of scientific and technological advancements.
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2 THE GROWTH OF EMPIRES

Time Period Background

This timeline provides an overview of key 
events related to the content of this unit. 
Use a classroom timeline with students to 
help them sequence and relate events that 
occurred from the 700s BCE to the 500s CE.

700s BCE The city of Rome was 
founded.

509 BCE The Romans overthrew their 
last king and established a 
republic.

About 450 BCE Plebeians gained political 
rights.

300–200 BCE The magnetic compass was 
invented.

264–146 BCE The Punic Wars

221 BCE Qin Shi Huangdi founded 
the Qin dynasty.

221–210 BCE Qin Shi Huangdi ordered 
construction of what 
became the Great Wall.

202 BCE–220 CE The Han dynasty ruled 
China.

138 BCE The start of the travels 
of Zhang Qian laid the 
foundation for the Silk 
Road, a trade route that 
connected China with 
Western lands.

58–50 BCE Julius Caesar conquered 
Gaul.

44 BCE Julius Caesar was 
assassinated.

30 BCE Octavian emerged 
victorious in the civil 
war that followed the 
assassination of Julius 
Caesar.

27 BCE Octavian, now called 
Augustus, became emperor.

27 BCE–180 CE The Pax Romana took place.

30 CE Christianity began to spread 
across the Roman Empire.

105 CE Papermaking was invented.

286 CE Diocletian split the Roman 
Empire into eastern and 
western halves.

What Students Should Already Know
•	 first modern humans in Africa 

•	 nomadic hunter-gatherers 

•	 early humans’ use of fire, weapons, and tools 

•	 causes of migration from Africa north to Europe and east to Asia

•	 causes of the Agricultural Revolution 

•	 how a stable food supply was linked to permanent settlements and 
specialization 

•	 development of a barter economy 

•	 characteristics of civilization, including culture, infrastructure, 
government, technology, belief systems, writing, and social structure 

•	 geographic characteristics of Mesopotamia 

•	 early civilizations of Mesopotamia, such as Sumer, Akkad, and Babylon 

•	 development of writing in Mesopotamia 

•	 significance of the Code of Hammurabi and the Epic of Gilgamesh 

•	 development of religion in ancient Israel 

•	 important events and people in the Hebrew Bible 

•	 importance of the Nile River in ancient Egypt 

•	 characteristics of ancient Egyptian society, including its social classes and 
governmental structure 

•	 building and purpose of the Egyptian pyramids 

•	 rise and influence of the kingdoms of Nubia and Kush 

•	 function and influence of trade in the Near East 

•	 geography of India, China, and Greece

•	 characteristics of Indus River valley culture

•	 development and spread of Hinduism, Buddhism, and Jainism

•	 achievements of ancient Indian leaders, such as Ashoka and 
Samudragupta

•	 scientific and mathematical achievements of ancient India

•	 characteristics of Huang He and Yangzi cultures

•	 features of the Xia, Shang, and Zhou dynasties 

•	 city-state and the feudal system 

•	 Confucianism and Daoism
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3INTRODUCTION

312 CE Constantine became the 
first Christian Roman 
emperor.

476 CE The Western Roman Empire 
fell.

500s CE Justinian I created the 
Code of Justinian for the 
Byzantine Empire.

•	 characteristics of Minoan and Mycenaean civilizations

•	 characteristics of Athenian democracy

•	 characteristics of Spartan society

•	 important people and events of the Persian Wars

•	 important people and events of the Peloponnesian War

•	 Greek architecture, drama, and philosophy

•	 ancient Olympic Games

•	 accomplishments of Alexander the Great

What Students Need to Learn
•	 geography of ancient Rome

•	 development of the Roman Republic

•	 causes and effects of the Punic Wars

•	 characteristics of life in ancient Rome

•	 rise of Julius Caesar

•	 fall of the Roman Republic

•	 Octavian and the beginning of the Roman Empire

•	 significance of Diocletian and the division of the empire

•	 significance of Constantine and the adoption of Christianity

•	 fall of Rome and the Western Roman Empire

•	 Byzantium and the Eastern Roman Empire

•	 significance of the Code of Justinian

•	 geography of imperial China

•	 significance of Qin Shi Huangdi and the Qin dynasty

•	 early construction of the Great Wall and Grand Canal

•	 rise of the Han dynasty

•	 characteristics of Legalism

•	 development of the Silk Road and the importance of silk

•	 Han dynasty accomplishments such as woodblock printing and  
papermaking
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4 THE GROWTH OF EMPIRES

At a Glance

The most important ideas in Unit 4 are the following:

•	 The early Roman Republic was ruled by wealthy patricians until the lower, 
plebeian class revolted.

•	 Eventually, a single leader, Julius Caesar, manipulated the government to 
make him dictator for life, but he was assassinated as a result.

•	 After Julius Caesar’s assassination and Augustus’s ascension, the Roman 
Empire grew tremendously through its extensive military.

•	 The Roman Empire became too large to govern effectively and was split 
into two halves: the Western Roman Empire, which collapsed not long  
after, and the Eastern Roman Empire, which came to be known as the 
Byzantine Empire.

•	 Qin Shi Huangdi established the Qin dynasty and unified all of China for the 
first time in history, using a Legalist philosophy.

•	 The Han dynasty ruled over an age of trade and innovation in China while 
emphasizing the ideals of Confucianism in their rule.

What Teachers Need to Know

Each chapter of the Teacher Guide is accompanied by a brief What Teachers 
Need to Know document that provides background information related to 
the chapter content. The background information will summarize the chapter 
content and provide some additional details or explanation. These documents 
are not meant to be complete histories but rather memory refreshers to 
help provide context for what students are learning. For fuller, more detailed 
explanations, see the list of recommended books in this Introduction.

To find the What Teachers Need to Know documents, look for the link  
to download the Bayou Bridges Online Resources at the beginning of  
each chapter.
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5INTRODUCTION

Unit Resources

Student Component

The Growth of Empires Student Reader—three chapters

Teacher Components

The Growth of Empires Teacher Guide—three chapters. The guide includes 
lessons aligned to each chapter of The Growth of Empires Student Reader, 
with a daily Check for Understanding and Additional Activities—such as 
vocabulary practice, primary source analysis, literature connections, and virtual 
field trips—designed to reinforce the chapter content. Chapter Assessments, 
a Performance Task Assessment, and Activity Pages are included in Teacher 
Resources, beginning on page 47.

• The Chapter Assessments test knowledge of each chapter using standard
testing formats.

• The Performance Task Assessment requires students to apply and share
the knowledge learned during the unit through either an oral or a written
presentation.

• The Activity Pages are designed to support, reinforce, and extend content
taught in specific chapters throughout the unit.

The Growth of Empires Timeline Card Slide Deck—twenty individual images 
depicting significant events and individuals related to ancient empires.  
In addition to an image, each card contains a caption, a chapter number, and 
the Framing Question, which outlines the focus of the chapter. The Teacher 
Guide will prompt you, lesson by lesson, as to which card(s) to display. The 
Timeline Cards will be a powerful learning tool, enabling you and your 
students to track important themes and events as they occurred within this 
expansive time period.

Use this link to download the Bayou Bridges Online Resources for this unit, 
where the specific link to the Timeline Card Slide Deck may be found: 
https://www.coreknowledge.org/bayou-bridges-online-resources/ 

You may wish to print the Timeline Cards to create a physical timeline in 
your classroom. To do so, you will need to identify available wall space in 
your classroom on which you can post the Timeline Cards over the course 
of the unit. The timeline may be oriented either vertically or horizontally, 
even wrapping around corners and multiple walls—whatever works best in 
your classroom setting. Be creative—some teachers hang a clothesline so 
that the image cards can be attached with clothespins!
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6 THE GROWTH OF EMPIRES

700s BCE 509 BCE About 450 BCE

Chapter 1 Chapter 1 Chapter 1

300–200 BCE 264–146 BCE 221 BCE

Chapter 3 Chapter 1 Chapter 3

221–210 BCE 202 BCE–220 CE 138 BCE

Chapter 3 Chapter 3 Chapter 3

58–50 BCE 44 BCE 30 BCE

Chapter 1 Chapter 1 Chapter 2
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