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Chapter 1
The French and  
Indian War
War in the Colonies In the 1750s, Great 
Britain and France both had colonies all 
over the world. The two countries had 
been fighting each other on and off for 
nearly a century. Both wanted to control 
each other’s colonies, including those in 
North America. The two countries had 
conflicting claims to lands in the Ohio River valley. As more 
and more British colonists moved west into French-controlled 
territory, tensions increased. A small battle in 1754 over control 
of Fort Duquesne (/doo*kayn/), in present-day Pennsylvania, 
led to a much larger conflict. 

2

The Framing 
Question

How did the British 
defeat the French 
in the French and 
Indian War?
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In an attempt to limit each other’s influence in North America, 
the French and the British built defensive fortifications.
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The war that started in North America spread to two other continents and 

three oceans. In Europe and Asia, it was called the Seven Years’ War, but in 

North America, it was known as the French and Indian War. France, with its 

colonists in North America and their Native American allies, stood on one side 

of the conflict. On the opposing side was Great Britain, with its colonists in 

North America and their smaller number of Native American allies. 

George Washington’s Mistakes

The British had built a small fort in western Pennsylvania on the site of 

present-day Pittsburgh. The fort sat where two rivers come together to form 

the Ohio River. In 1754, a young British military officer from Virginia named 

George Washington and 150 soldiers were sent to join forces with the British 

soldiers at the fort. Before he arrived, Washington learned that the French 

had already captured the British fort and renamed it Fort Duquesne.

In time, George Washington would become a great general, but in 1754, he 

was young and inexperienced. He made a number of mistakes. Washington 

did not have enough soldiers to drive the French out of the fort. The French 

at Fort Duquesne had many more soldiers than Washington had, and they 

had Shawnee and Delaware allies as well. 

Realizing this, Washington built a makeshift camp southeast of the French 

stronghold. His men called the camp Fort Necessity. The spot Washington 

chose for Fort Necessity was a low piece of ground. The French attacked, and 

it began to rain heavily. Before long, Washington’s soldiers, their guns, and 

their gunpowder were soaked with the rain that collected in the low area 

where the fort was built. They fought, but after nine hours, Washington and 

the Virginians were forced to surrender.

The French commander instructed an assistant to prepare a statement 

explaining why the fighting had taken place. The statement was written in 

French, and Washington’s translator did not accurately explain to him what 

was in the document. As it turned out, the document stated that the British 
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soldiers had assassinated a French officer named Jumonville. Washington did 

not know this key fact, and with his signature, he admitted to the world that 

the British were the aggressors in the situation.

When the soldiers returned to Virginia, British officials were very upset. They 

were angry with the French and with Washington. They blamed him for his 

unwise decisions. They also blamed him for signing the statement. 

Fighting in the Woods 

The British were still determined to seize Fort Duquesne and drive the French 

from the Ohio River valley. In 1755, they sent General Edward Braddock with 

2,200 British soldiers to accomplish the task. George Washington, eager to join 

Braddock’s army and return to Fort Duquesne, offered to help the British general.  

Benjamin Franklin created this cartoon in 1754 as a political statement to encourage 
the British colonies to unite during the French and Indian War. He believed that if they 
joined forces, they would have a better chance of defeating the French and their Native 
American allies. In fact, a plan known as the Albany Plan of Union was discussed with an 
aim to improve intercolonial cooperation. The plan was ultimately rejected because some 
colonial governments felt it would restrict their own authority. 
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Braddock appointed Washington to the rank 

of colonel, and he was given command of 

450 colonial soldiers.

Although Braddock was an experienced general, 

he was not familiar with the tactics needed to 

fight in the dense forests of North America. He was 

stubborn and unwilling to consider advice from 

those with experience. The first task he assigned 

was to cut a hundred-mile-long (161-km) road through the woods leading to 

Fort Duquesne. He wanted to march his army along it in formation, almost 

like a parade. However, Colonel Washington knew that creating such a road 

was a bad idea. He and the colonists were familiar with the land, and they 

advised Braddock that his troops should proceed with great care. After all, an 

ambush could occur at any moment and from any direction. Braddock ignored 

During the French and Indian War, George Washington and colonial soldiers fought 
alongside the British.

Vocabulary

colonel, n. a high-
ranking military 
official

formation, n. an 
arrangement of 
people or things 
acting as one unit
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their warnings, dismissing them as 

simple colonists who knew little 

about the art of war.

In addition to the British and 

French forces, Native Americans 

played important roles in the war. 

They knew the land better than 

anyone. Some groups sided with 

the French, while a smaller number 

were allied with the British. 

A few miles from Fort Duquesne, French soldiers and their Native American allies 

attacked Braddock’s army. They fired on the British from deep in the woods, 

where they couldn’t be seen. Thanks to their camouflage and expert knowledge 

of the land, the Native Americans who fought with the French caused chaos and 

panic among the British soldiers. The British, in their red coats, were easy targets. 

They panicked and ran. General Braddock was killed. George Washington 

courageously took command and led the surviving British soldiers to safety. 

British Victory

At first, the French and Indian War was not going 

well for the British. But when William Pitt became the 

British prime minister in 1756, things turned around. 

Pitt was responsible for Great Britain’s foreign affairs, 

and he knew that the American colonies were 

crucial to the country’s success in North America. 

He decided to send more soldiers to help win the war. This would help Britain 

maintain control of its North American territories and even add to them. 

Pitt wanted to gain control of two rivers: the St. Lawrence River and the Niagara 

River. The French used these rivers to supply their soldiers in the Great Lakes 

region and the Ohio River valley with necessities. If the British could stop the 

French from using these rivers, the French would soon run out of supplies and 

Both sides had Native American allies. The 
Huron fought with the French, while the 
Iroquois sided with the British.

Vocabulary

prime minister, n.  
the head of the 
government in some 
countries
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be unable to fight. To achieve Pitt’s goal, the British captured Fort Duquesne 

and renamed it Fort Pitt (now Pittsburgh). They were helped by Native 

American allies and the American colonists. They also captured the French 

fortress at Louisbourg in Canada.

Pitt’s strategy also included capturing Quebec, a city that sits atop steep 

cliffs along the St. Lawrence River. The French believed the city’s location 

and geography protected them from attack. One night in September of 1759, 

British soldiers, led by General James Wolfe, climbed to the top of the cliffs. 

Early the next morning, the French found British troops close to the city and 

ready for battle. The French attacked, but soon the British forces defeated 

them and captured Quebec, a critical victory for the British. 

Louisiana and New Orleans

The war continued, and when the British took 

control of more French territory in Canada in 1760, 

France asked Spain for help. The two countries 

formed an alliance in August 1761. During 

negotiations, the French representative offered 

colonial Louisiana to Spain. He hoped that this offer 

would encourage Spain to either provide France with a large loan or enter 

the war swiftly. He even hoped they might do both. Although the Spanish 

were interested in Louisiana, they took some time to inform the French of 

their decision.

Meanwhile, the war expanded to islands in the Caribbean, and Britain 

continued to win territory from France. Caribbean islands were the site 

of sugar plantations, and France could not afford to lose such valuable 

territories. France agreed to give up all French territory in North America east 

of the Mississippi River, excluding New Orleans, to Great Britain in exchange 

for the return of these islands. They negotiated peace terms, and France 

kept control of New Orleans by assuring the British access to the Gulf of 

Vocabulary

alliance, n. an 
agreement between 
two nations to help 
each other in wartime
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PRIMARY SOURCE: ALIBAMO MINGO, CHOCTAW 
LEADER, REFLECTS ON THE BRITISH AND  
FRENCH (1765)�

Alibamo Mingo was a Choctaw leader who lived in the eighteenth century 
when British and French colonial forces were competing for control over 
Native American lands and resources. After the British victory in the French 
and Indian War and the withdrawal of France from North America, Native 
American communities were left to face a new political reality. In this 
document, a Choctaw leader shares his concerns in response to this significant 
historical event.

I am master of the whole Choctaw nation; by birth, by long employment, &  
by long experience, it is to me to give instruction to the rest. . . . 

When I was young, the white men came among us bearing abundance. . . . 
I now see another race of white men come among us bearing the same 
abundance, & I expect they will be equally generous, which must be done 
if they wish equally to gain the affection of my people. . . . 

In case we deliver up our French medals & commissions, we expect to 
receive as good in their place, and that we should bear the same authority &  
be entitled to the same presents. . . . 

I am not of opinion that in giving land to the English, we deprive ourselves 
of the use of it. On the contrary, I think we shall share it with them, as for 
example the house I now speak in was built by the white people on our 
land, yet it is divided between the white & the red people. Therefore, 
we need not be uneasy that the English settle upon our lands, as by that 
means they can more easily supply our wants. 

Source: Adapted from Rowland, Dunbar, ed. Mississippi Provincial Archives, 
1763–1766: English Dominion; Letters and Enclosures to the Secretary of State from 
Major Robert Farmar and Governor George Johnstone. Vol. 1. Nashville, TN: Press of 
Brandon Printing Company, 1911, pp. 239–241.
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Chapter 2
The Road to Revolution
The End of One War, the Start of 
Another The French and Indian 
War played a big role in shaping the 
relationship between Great Britain and 
its American colonies. Even though the 
war made Great Britain stronger in North 
America, tensions were growing among 
the colonists. They felt that the British government was treating 
them unfairly, and this made them unhappy.

For Britain, winning the French and Indian War had many benefits. It gained 

more land in North America, and its colonies along the Atlantic coast were now 

more protected. The colonists saw the newly gained territory as empty land 

that settlers could move onto, therefore expanding their settlements westward. 

However, the British government had a different perspective. 

There were many Native American peoples living on this newly acquired land. 

Some had fought alongside the British, while others had fought with the French. 

Given their recent war with France, the British wanted to avoid conflict with Native 

Americans. But conflict with Native Americans was unavoidable as more and more 

settlers pushed west. As a result, in 1763, the Ottawa chief Pontiac organized a 

rebellion that included a confederation of Native American tribes. This resistance 

movement is known as Pontiac’s War. Pontiac could see that tribal lands, including 

hunting grounds, were under threat. In response, the British felt compelled to 

The Framing 
Question

What events led 
to the American 
Revolution?
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The American colonists began to organize protests in 
an effort to increase their freedom from British rule.
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stop settlers from moving onto Native American 

land. And so the British government issued the 

Proclamation of 1763. It stated that colonists 

were not allowed to settle west of the Appalachian 

Mountains. The proclamation angered many 

colonists, who saw it as a restriction on their freedom.

To enforce the proclamation, the 

British government strategically 

stationed soldiers along the 

demarcation line to prevent colonists 

from settling on Native American 

land. This further angered the 

colonists. They believed that they 

had a right to settle and make a 

living wherever they chose, without 

interference from the British 

government. In addition, the colonists 

resented having British soldiers 

on their land. The soldiers were a 

constant reminder of British control.

Trouble Brewing

The policy of the British government toward the 

thirteen colonies in the late 1600s to mid-1700s 

was called salutary neglect. American colonies 

were allowed to govern themselves mostly without 

interference from Britain. But when this policy 

ended, colonists felt unfairly oppressed by the 

British government’s new rules. And then came the 

new taxes. The British government had accrued 

large amounts of war debts while fighting on two 

Vocabulary

proclamation, n. 
an important official 
announcement that 
is usually made to 
the public

Vocabulary

salutary neglect, 
n. an unofficial 
British policy of not 
enforcing rules and 
regulations in the 
colonies

tax, n. money that 
people are required 
to pay to support 
the workings of the 
government

The Proclamation of 1763 drew a line running 
along the Appalachian Mountains from New 
York to Georgia. The British told colonists 
they were no longer allowed to settle west  
of this line.
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continents and needed to pay them back. To raise the much-needed funds, 

King George III and the British Parliament, the ruling government in Great 

Britain, thought that the colonists should help pay for the recent war. As a 

result, new taxes were imposed on the American colonists. These laws caused 

great anger and frustration among the colonists, who believed that they were 

being unfairly taxed without representation.

James Otis, a lawyer in Boston, Massachusetts, coined the saying “taxation 

without representation is tyranny.” In 1764, he wrote the pamphlet “The Rights 

of the British Colonies Asserted and Proved.” In it, Otis stated that “the very 

act of taxing, exercised over those who are not represented, appears to me 

to be depriving them of one of their most essential rights, as freemen; and if 

continued, seems to be in effect an entire disfranchisement of every civil right.”

That same year, the British government passed the Sugar Act. While this was not 

the first tax on imported sugar, it coincided with the end of salutary neglect and 

the beginning of strict enforcement of 

tax collection. The colonists saw it as a 

violation of their rights. They wanted 

to be able trade freely. The Sugar Act 

led to increased tensions between the 

colonies and the British government. It 

set the stage for even more conflicts.

With the Stamp Act of 1765, the 

British government placed a tax 

on all printed materials. Colonists 

had to buy stamps to purchase 

newspapers, pamphlets, and 

even playing cards. The stamps 

were not like the kind you stick 

on an envelope but were instead 

impressions made on paper. This 

tax angered many people who 
As Britain increased rules and taxes, colonists 
became more and more unsettled.
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thought it was unfair that the king and his government in London would 

make decisions about taxes that colonists had to pay, while the colonists did 

not have any say in the matter. In response to this 

situation, they organized protest meetings, wrote 

pamphlets, and sent petitions to London. 

Most of the colonists were proud British subjects, 

but they also believed they had certain rights that 

the king and his government could not take away. 

These rights, called the “rights of Englishmen,”  

date back to the 1215 CE Magna Carta and the  

1689 English Bill of Rights. Many colonists believed 

that these documents protected them from unfair 

rulers. As a result, opposition to the Stamp  

Act increased. In Virginia, the House of Burgesses,  

Vocabulary

“rights of 
Englishmen” 
(phrase) traditional 
legal rights that all 
English subjects 
in England were 
guaranteed

burgess, n. a 
representative to  
the legislature in 
colonial Virginia or 
Maryland

Patrick Henry

Patrick Henry was a twenty-nine-year-old Virginian colonist who 

strongly protested the Stamp Act. He was a member of the Virginia House of 

Burgesses and gave a powerful speech against the new tax. In his speech, he 

warned that the Stamp Act would take away the colonists’ liberty.

Patrick Henry’s speech was printed in 

newspapers throughout the colonies, and 

it made many people think. As a result, 

people in New York, Boston, and other 

places throughout the colonies protested 

and debated. These groups threatened 

the collectors of the stamp tax. Many 

collectors decided that the best thing to 

do was to leave town and forget about 

selling tax stamps.
Patrick Henry’s words influenced 
many people in the colonies.
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The Sons of Liberty

Some of the strongest protests against the Stamp Act took place in Boston, 

Massachusetts. Angry crowds expressed their frustration by attacking tax 

collectors, and a new group of protestors emerged in Boston. They gathered 

under a tree that they named the Liberty Tree. The group delivered public 

a group of representatives who had been elected by colonists, passed a motion 

protesting the Stamp Act. The burgesses agreed that the British Parliament had 

no right to tax the people of Virginia.

The Quartering Act 

In addition to passing the Stamp Act, the 

British Parliament also passed the Quartering 

Act. This act, passed in 1765, required colonial 

governments to provide quarters, or housing, 

for the British soldiers who were stationed in 

the colonies. Many colonists were 

not happy about having to pay 

to quarter British soldiers and 

were alarmed by the possibility of 

housing them in their homes. They 

felt that they were being forced to 

provide quarters for them, and the 

added cost of taking care of the 

soldiers was a major burden. They 

argued that the act was a violation 

of their rights as British subjects. 

As a result, many colonists opposed the Quartering Act and viewed it as 

an abuse of liberty. This act, together with the Stamp Act, further united 

colonists in their resistance to British authority and paved the way for the 

American Revolution.

Vocabulary

quarter, v. to give 
temporary lodging 
and meals to soldiers

Many colonists did not like having to 
provide for British soldiers.
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speeches against taxes and the British government and chanted, “No taxation 

without representation!” This group, led by Samuel Adams, John Hancock, 

Paul Revere, and others, became known as the Sons of Liberty.

After various protests and boycotts, the British government finally decided to 

repeal the Stamp Act in 1766. The tax on paper products was completely 

eliminated. However, the British government replaced the Stamp Act with 

other taxes, including taxes on imported goods such as glass, paint, lead, 

paper, and tea. These taxes were called the Townshend Acts.

With the introduction of the Townshend Acts, the problem was no longer 

simply about taxation without representation. The British government also 

began to deny colonists the right to a trial by jury, 

another violation of the “rights of Englishmen” 

code. When officials arrested colonists who did not 

pay the required taxes on imported goods, they 

could now be tried without a jury. The British did 

this because juries made up of colonists often did 

not convict these offenders. 

Once again, the Sons of Liberty took action. They organized a boycott of all 

British goods. The colonists began to make their own paint, glass, and paper. 

This boycott lasted for almost three years before the British government 

backed down. Britain repealed all of the taxes, except the tax on tea. To avoid 

this tax, many colonists began buying their tea from Dutch merchants who 

smuggled it into the colonies. 

John Dickinson, a lawyer and farmer, wrote a series of letters in 1767 and 1768 

known as Letters from a Farmer in Pennsylvania. In these letters, Dickinson 

urged the colonists to resist British taxation and protect their rights. He 

argued that the British government had no right to tax the colonists without 

their permission. Dickinson believed people had a duty to stand up for their 

rights. His letters were read widely and were important in shaping public 

opinion against British taxes. 

Vocabulary

“trial by jury” 
(phrase) a case of 
law decided by a 
group of one’s fellow 
citizens
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The Boston Massacre

During this period of unrest, the British government sent more soldiers  

to the colonies. Many colonists considered this yet another threat to their 

freedom. In Boston, troops seemed to be everywhere. People jeered  

at the soldiers and tried to make their lives miserable. Tensions also  

grew when soldiers took jobs that the colonists believed should have  

been theirs. Fights between colonists and soldiers broke out in  

several cities.

On March 5, 1770, an event worse than a street fight occurred in Boston. 

A crowd gathered around a lone British soldier on guard duty and started 

shouting insults and throwing snowballs. The frightened soldier called 

for help, and more British soldiers arrived. For reasons that are unclear, 

the soldiers turned their guns on the angry crowd and started shooting. 

Five colonists were killed or wounded, including 

a sailor named Crispus Attucks. Attucks was an 

African American man with Native American 

ancestry, and he is now considered the first 

person to die for the cause of American liberty. 

Bostonians called the killing a massacre.

After the Boston Massacre, some colonists believed it was time to break away 

from Great Britain. Most colonists were loyal to their king, but increasing 

numbers of colonists talked about separation. They began to believe they 

could only keep their liberties if they were free from Britain. Samuel Adams 

of Boston was one of the colonists who believed in independence. After 

the massacre, Adams and others created a way to alert colonists if the 

British government threatened their liberties again. In 1772, they set up a 

Committee of Correspondence, which soon spread to other colonies. These 

committees became the fastest way to get news out within each colony 

and from one colony to another. Slowly, the idea of independence spread 

throughout the colonies.

Vocabulary

massacre, n. the 
violent killing of 
defenseless people
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The Tea Act and the Boston Tea Party

In 1773, Parliament created a new plan. They passed the Tea Act to make the 

American colonists pay the tea tax. They lowered the price of tea but kept 

the tax, hoping the colonists would start buying British tea again. However, 

the colonists were still not happy about being taxed without their say in 

government, so they refused to pay the tax, even if the tea was cheaper. 

When three ships carrying tea arrived in Boston Harbor, citizens demanded 

they leave. When they didn’t, a group of colonists dressed up as Native 

Americans, boarded the ships at night, and dumped all of the tea into the 

water. This became known as the Boston Tea Party. The British government 

was angry and passed laws to punish the people of Boston by blocking 

their port and drastically increasing British control over Massachusetts’s 

government. The colonists called these laws 

the Intolerable Acts because they wouldn’t 

tolerate or accept them. Boston and other parts of 

Massachusetts suffered as a result.

Colonists dumped tea into the water to protest the Tea Act. This became known as the 
Boston Tea Party.

Vocabulary

intolerable, adj. 
unbearable
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When Parliament passed laws to punish Boston, they didn’t expect the other 

colonies to react. But Pennsylvania, New York, South Carolina, Connecticut, 

and Virginia all sent aid to Massachusetts. Virginia even set aside a day of 

fasting and prayer for them. This inspired Virginia to call for a meeting of all 

the colonies, which became the First Continental Congress in September 

1774. In this Congress, representatives from all the colonies except Georgia 

met in Philadelphia and 

issued a Declaration of 

Rights. The declaration 

stated that the colonists 

were entitled to British 

rights and listed the ways 

Parliament had taken 

those rights away. They 

also declared their loyalty 

to King George III and 

asked him to consider 

their complaints. 

By the end of the Congress, many colonists considered themselves not just 

individual Virginians, New Yorkers, or Rhode Islanders but members of a 

group of united colonies. This awareness led to Patrick Henry’s statement 

“The distinctions [differences] between Virginians, Pennsylvanians, 

New Yorkers, and New Englanders, are no more. I am not a Virginian but 

an American.”

George Washington attended the First Continental 
Congress.
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Tensions Reach a Boiling Point

By the beginning of 1775, many colonists anticipated that their conflicts with 

Britain would lead to war. In March and April of 1775, the British government 

passed the Restraining Acts. These acts prohibited New England and five 

other colonies from trading with any foreign country except Great Britain and 

by extension the British West Indies. It further aggravated the colonists. 

During this period, militias in many colonies were 

preparing to fight. Militias were made up of regular 

citizens who volunteered to be part-time soldiers. 

Militias in Massachusetts were called minutemen 

because they were expected to be ready to fight 

against the British within a minute’s notice. Their 

mission was to protect their local communities from British attack.

As war loomed, there were two main viewpoints among the colonists. 

Loyalists believed that it was important to remain loyal to Britain and that the 

colonies should continue to be governed by the British government. They 

argued that the colonists were better off as part of the British Empire. They 

also thought independence would lead to chaos and instability. Patriots, 

on the other hand, believed that the colonies should be independent. 

They argued that the British government had violated their rights and that 

they should have the freedom to govern themselves. Patriots believed that 

independence was necessary to secure their liberty and prosperity. 

Elected representatives in Virginia discussed whether their colony should 

prepare for war as well. Patrick Henry supported the idea and gave a 

powerful speech to the Continental Congress, in which he passionately 

declared that liberty was worth any cost, including death. He famously 

stated, “I know not what course others might take; but as for me, give me 

liberty or give me death!” 

Vocabulary

militia, n. a group 
of armed citizens 
prepared for military 
service at any time
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Patrick Henry was a very persuasive speaker. Virginians responded to his “Give me liberty 
or give me death!” speech.
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