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3A Nation at War

By the 1850s, the argument over slavery had reached a crisis point.

Framing Question: What factors led to the 
outbreak of the American Civil War?

Chapter 1: Prelude to Secession and War
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The presidential election of 1860 clearly showed the divisions 
between North and South.

Chapter 1: Prelude to Secession and War

Framing Question: What factors led to 
the outbreak of the American Civil War?
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By June 1861, eleven Southern states—including Louisiana—had 
seceded from the Union.

Chapter 1: Prelude to Secession and War

Framing Question: What factors led to 
the outbreak of the American Civil War?
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Louisiana officially joined the Confederacy on 
March 21, 1861.

Chapter 1: Prelude to Secession and War

Framing Question: What factors 
led to the outbreak of the 
American Civil War?
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The first shots of the Civil War were fired at Fort 
Sumter, South Carolina, on April 12, 1861.

Chapter 2: The Course of the Civil War

Framing Question: How did the 
events of the Civil War transform 
the United States?
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Spectators planned to picnic as they watched the Battle of 
Manassas, which the Confederates won on July 21, 1861.
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9A Nation at War

In April 1862, Union forces gained control of New Orleans.
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The Battle of Antietam on September 17, 1862, was the 
bloodiest single day of combat in U.S. history.

Chapter 2: The Course of the Civil War
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Inspired by the Union victory at Antietam, President Lincoln 
issued the preliminary Emancipation Proclamation on September 
22, 1862.

Chapter 2: The Course of the Civil War
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the Civil War transform the United States?
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The Battle of Gettysburg on July 1–3, 1863, was a turning 
point in the war.

Chapter 2: The Course of the Civil War

Framing Question: How did the 
events of the Civil War transform the 
United States?
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The siege of Vicksburg lasted from May 18 to July 4, 1863, 
ending in a Union victory that split the Confederacy in two.

Chapter 2: The Course of the Civil War

Framing Question: How did the 
events of the Civil War transform the 
United States?
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During their March to the Sea from November 15 to 
December 22, 1864, General Sherman and his troops 
destroyed farms, burned warehouses and barns, 
wrecked shops, and tore up rail lines.

Chapter 2: The Course of the Civil War

Framing Question: How did 
the events of the Civil War 
transform the United States?
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On November 8, 1864, Abraham Lincoln was elected to a second term as U.S. president.

Framing Question: How did the events of the Civil 
War transform the United States?

Chapter 2: The Course of the Civil War
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On April 9, 1865, Robert E. Lee surrendered to 
Ulysses S. Grant, ending the Civil War.

Chapter 2: The Course of the Civil War

Framing Question: How did 
the events of the Civil War 
transform the United States?
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