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Chapter 1: North America and Louisiana’s First Peoples

Framing Question: Who were the first peoples to live in North America?
Student Reading Notes

Use the information in your Student Reader to fill in the chart.

Section Notes

Ancient Hunters and
Gatherers

The Clovis Culture

The Folsom Culture

CHAPTER 1: NORTH AMERICA AND LOUISIANA’S FIRST PEOPLES 1



A Time of Change

The Ancestral Pueblo

The Mound Builders
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Primary Sources

PRIMARY SOURCE A: PETROGLYPHS FROM NEWSPAPER ROCK, UTAH

NOTE: Go to page 17 of the Student Reader to see this source in full color.

CHAPTER 1: NORTH AMERICA AND LOUISIANA’S FIRST PEOPLES 3
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Chapter 1 Check for Understanding: Who were the first peoples to live in North America?

CHAPTER 1: NORTH AMERICA AND LOUISIANA’S FIRST PEOPLES



Name Date

Activity Page 1.5 Use with Chapter 1

Geography of North America

0 500 miles
|
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Name Date

Activity Page 1.5 (continued) Use with Chapter 1

1. Label the following bodies of water:
Pacific Ocean
Atlantic Ocean
Gulf of Mexico
Mississippi River
Mississippi River delta
Rio Grande
Great Lakes
2. Label the following mountain ranges.
Sierra Nevada
Rocky Mountains
Appalachian Mountains

3.  Which mountain range is located in the eastern part of North America?

4. Which North American mountain range is the longest?

5. Which body of water does the Mississippi River flow into?

CHAPTER 1: NORTH AMERICA AND LOUISIANA’S FIRST PEOPLES



Chapter 2: The Development of Indigenous Cultures in Louisiana

Framing Question: Who were the first peoples to live in Louisiana?
Student Reading Notes

Use the information in your Student Reader to fill in the chart.

Section Notes

Prehistoric Louisiana

Poverty Point

8 EARLY CIVILIZATIONS IN NORTH AMERICA



Other Louisiana
Civilizations

The Tchefuncte Culture

The Marksville Culture

CHAPTER 2: THE DEVELOPMENT OF INDIGENOUS CULTURES IN LOUISIANA



The Troyville Culture

The Coles Creek Culture

The Caddo, Mississippian,
and Plaquemine Cultures

10
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Primary Sources

PRIMARY SOURCE B: EXCERPT FROM A FIELD INVESTIGATION REPORT

The spectacular geometric earthwork consists of ridges, each originally about 150 feet [46 m] wide
and six feet [1.8 m] high, arranged as six concentric octagons. . ..

At one edge of the octagon rises the massive Poverty Point Mound, as high as a seven-story
building, and measuring about 700 by 800 feet [213 by 244 m] at the base....

A mile due north of the center of the octagon lies another huge mound, the Motley Mound. Its
base covers an area of 400 by 600 feet [122 by 183 m], and its height is fifty-six feet [17 m].... In
proportion and details it is identical with the Poverty Point Mound, except that it is turned at ninety
degrees to the larger mound....

The mounds presumably were ceremonial in nature, but the ridges of the octagon represent the
village site of these prehistoric people. Concentration of artifacts and debris indicate that they lived
on the ridges. The size of the village indicates a large population and implies both an abundant
food supply and a high degree of social organization.

—from National Park Service, Field Investigation Report, Poverty Point, Louisiana (1962)

CHAPTER 2: THE DEVELOPMENT OF INDIGENOUS CULTURES IN LOUISIANA 11



D

—

2

7]

)

Q

©

<

v

<

x

2

@

v

>
*334n0s 3y} }noqe 1o *a>uaipne Jo/pue ‘asodind ‘abessaw
wioJ} uoIsnppPuod e meaq s} AJ13uap| *a21nos 3y} puejsiapun

-324NO0S

M

M *Mmou| hoA yeym

= 0} 924n0S 3y} }P3UU0) *321N0s 3y} aqidsaQg

a

2 siskjeuy @3inos Alewiid

>

£

< ?1eq dweN

EARLY CIVILIZATIONS IN NORTH AMERICA



Chapter 2 Check for Understanding: Who were the first peoples to live in Louisiana?

CHAPTER 2: THE DEVELOPMENT OF INDIGENOUS CULTURES IN LOUISIANA
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Name

Date

Activity Page 2.1

Use with Chapter 2

Domain Vocabulary: Chapters 1-2

For each word, write the letter of the definition.

14

10.
11.
12.
13.

14.

land bridge
mammoth
mastodon
game

atlatl
Pueblo

cliff dweller
adobe
mound
shaman
plantation
semicircular
plaza

raw material

a)
b)

<)
d)
e)

f)

g)
h)
i)
)
k)
)

m)
n)

animals that are hunted

a large farm where cash crops are grown on behalf of
the person who owns the land

a type of brick made from sun-dried clay
a device used for throwing a spear

a Native American leader who is believed to have
special powers

a small strip of land that connects two large
landmasses

a person who lives on a rock ledge or cliff wall, such as
a member of the Ancestral Pueblo people

a large, extinct elephant-like mammal
having the shape of half a circle

a group of Native American peoples who live in the
American Southwest

a large, rounded pile

a substance used in the primary production or
manufacturing of goods

an open space near a community

a large, prehistoric elephant-like animal covered
with hair
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Name Date

Performance Task Activity: Early Civilizations in North America

Claim: Mounds played a central role in the cultures of early Louisianan and other North American peoples.
How accurate is this statement? Write an essay using evidence to support your response.

Use the Claims and Evidence Activity Page (AP 1.4) and the lines below to take notes and organize your
thoughts. Remember to include details from the chapters and primary sources in Early Civilizations in
North America as well as from the sources and resources in the unit activities.

CHAPTER 2: THE DEVELOPMENT OF INDIGENOUS CULTURES IN LOUISIANA 15



Name Date

Activity Page 1.4 Use with Chapters 1-2

Claims and Evidence Worksheet

STATE THE CLAIM What opinion or position are you defending?

U

STATE THE REASON Why should someone agree with this claim?

U

IDENTIFY THE EVIDENCE What details from the text and sources support the reason?

U

RECOGNIZE A COUNTERCLAIM What different opinion or position might someone have? What
argument might be used against you?

ANSWER THE COUNTERCLAIM How will you disprove the counterclaim?

16 EARLY CIVILIZATIONS IN NORTH AMERICA
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