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3Founding a New Nation

CHAPTER 1: Early Challenges and the Articles of 
Confederation

By 1777, all but one American state had a brand-new written 
constitution.

Framing Question: What were the 
strengths and weaknesses of the 
Articles of Confederation?
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CHAPTER 1: Early Challenges and the Articles of 
Confederation

In 1781, the Articles of Confederation 
went into effect as the plan of U.S. 
national government.

Framing Question: What 
were the strengths and 
weaknesses of the Articles 
of Confederation?



5Founding a New Nation

CHAPTER 1: Early Challenges and the Articles of 
Confederation

Shays’s Rebellion in 1786 highlighted the weaknesses of the 
Articles of Confederation.

Framing Question: What were the 
strengths and weaknesses of the Articles 
of Confederation?
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CHAPTER 1: Early Challenges and the Articles of 
Confederation

In 1787, Congress passed the Northwest Ordinance.

Framing Question: What were the 
strengths and weaknesses of the 
Articles of Confederation? 



7Founding a New Nation

CHAPTER 2: The Constitutional Convention
In 1787, delegates met in Philadelphia 
for the Constitutional Convention. 
Originally intended to revise the 
Articles of Confederation, the 
convention ended up writing an 
entirely new plan of government.

Framing Question: 
Why is the Constitution 
considered a document 
of compromises?
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