
Reconstructing 
the Nation

Timeline Cards



This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License.
You are free:

to Share—to copy, distribute, and transmit the work to Remix—to adapt the work

Under the following conditions:
Attribution—You must attribute the work in the following manner:
This work is based on an original work of the Core Knowledge® Foundation (www.coreknowledge.org) and the additions from the Louisiana 
Department of Education, made available through licensing under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike4.0 International 
License. This does not in any way imply that the Core Knowledge Foundation or the Louisiana Department of Education endorses this work.
Noncommercial—You may not use this work for commercial purposes.
Share Alike—If you alter, transform, or build upon this work, you may distribute the resulting work only under the same or similar license to 
this one.

With the understanding that:
For any reuse or distribution, you must make clear to others the license terms of this work. The best way to do this is with a link to this 
web page:

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/

 Copyright © 2024 the Louisiana Department of Education for the additions to CKHG and the Core Knowledge Foundation for its predecessor 
 work CKHG. 
www.coreknowledge.org

All Rights Reserved.

Core Knowledge®, Core Knowledge Curriculum Series™, Core Knowledge History and Geography™, and CKSci™ are trademarks of the 
Core Knowledge Foundation. Bayou Bridges is a trademark of the Louisiana Department of Education.
 
Trademarks and trade names are shown in this book strictly for illustrative and educational purposes and are the property of their 
respective owners. References herein should not be regarded as affecting the validity of said trademarks and trade names.

IS
BN

: 9
79

-8
-8

89
70

-2
50

-4

http://www.coreknowledge.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
http://www.coreknowledge.org/


3Reconstructing the Nation

In 1863, before the Civil War ended, President Abraham Lincoln announced 
a plan called the Proclamation of Amnesty and Reconstruction, which was 
meant to quickly reconcile the North and South after the war.

Framing Question: What issues did Congress 
face in its plans to reunify the nation after the 
Civil War?

Chapter 1: Plans for Reconstruction
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In 1864, Congress passed the Wade-Davis Bill, 
sponsored by Senator Benjamin Wade of Ohio (left) 
and Representative Henry Davis of Maryland (right). 
The Wade-Davis Bill would have placed much stricter 
requirements on the South for reunification, but 
President Lincoln vetoed it.

Chapter 1: Plans for Reconstruction

Framing Question: What issues did 
Congress face in its plans to reunify 
the nation after the Civil War?
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In April 1865, the Civil War ended when Confederate leaders surrendered. 
Just days later, President Lincoln was assassinated.

Chapter 1: Plans for Reconstruction

Framing Question: What issues did Congress face 
in its plans to reunify the nation after the Civil War?
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By the end of 1865, most Southern states had met the terms for reunification 
established by President Andrew Johnson’s Presidential Reconstruction plan.

Chapter 1: Plans for Reconstruction

Framing Question: What issues did Congress 
face in its plans to reunify the nation after the 
Civil War?
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Congress passed the Civil Rights Act of 1866 to protect 
the rights of formerly enslaved people against Black 
Codes. This illustration depicts the scene outside the 
House of Representatives after the act’s passage.

Chapter 1: Plans for Reconstruction

Framing Question: What issues 
did Congress face in its plans 
to reunify the nation after the 
Civil War?
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Ratified in 1868, the Fourteenth Amendment made all 
formerly enslaved people citizens of the United States.

Chapter 1: Plans for Reconstruction

Framing Question: What issues did 
Congress face in its plans to reunify 
the nation after the Civil War?
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In 1867, Congress replaced Presidential Reconstruction 
with its own plan, called Congressional, or Radical, 
Reconstruction.

Chapter 1: Plans for Reconstruction

Framing Question: What issues 
did Congress face in its plans 
to reunify the nation after the 
Civil War?
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In 1868, the U.S. House of Representatives 
impeached President Johnson. He avoided 
conviction in the Senate by one vote.

Chapter 1: Plans for Reconstruction

Framing Question: What 
issues did Congress face in its 
plans to reunify the nation after 
the Civil War?
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Established in March 1865, the Freedmen’s Bureau had its 
greatest success in providing education to formerly 
enslaved people.

Chapter 2: Reconstruction in the United States

Framing Question: What were the 
major accomplishments and setbacks 
during Reconstruction in the South?
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In 1872, Pinckney Benton Stewart (P. B. S.) Pinchback became the first African 
American governor of Louisiana.

Chapter 2: Reconstruction in the United States

Framing Question: What were the major 
accomplishments and setbacks during 
Reconstruction in the South?
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The Fifteenth Amendment, signed by President Ulysses S. 
Grant and ratified in 1870, says that no state can keep a 
person from voting because of their race or color.

Chapter 2: Reconstruction in the United States

Framing Question: What were the 
major accomplishments and setbacks 
during Reconstruction in the South?
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The Reconstruction Act of 1867 divided the South 
into five military districts governed by the United 
States federal government.

Chapter 2: Reconstruction in the United States

Framing Question: What were 
the major accomplishments 
and setbacks during 
Reconstruction in the South?
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Louisiana’s 1868 constitution granted civil rights to African Americans, established 
an integrated free public school system and property rights for married women, 
included a bill of rights, removed the state’s Black Codes, and denied voting rights 
to former Confederates.

Framing Question: What were the major 
accomplishments and setbacks during 
Reconstruction in the South?

Chapter 2: Reconstruction in the United States
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In the late 1860s and early 1870s, the federal government 
sent troops into the South to stop the Ku Klux Klan, the 
White League, and other secret white supremacist terror 
groups.

Chapter 3: The End of Reconstruction and Its Immediate 
Aftermath

Framing Question: How did 
Reconstruction fail to provide equality 
for African Americans?



17Reconstructing the Nation

Two of the worst racially motivated Reconstruction-era massacres took 
place in Louisiana, in the towns of Opelousas (1868) and Colfax (1873).

Chapter 3: The End of Reconstruction and Its Immediate 
Aftermath

Framing Question: How did Reconstruction fail 
to provide equality for African Americans?
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Irregularities in the presidential election of 1876 led to the 
congressional Compromise of 1877, which officially ended 
Reconstruction in the South.

Chapter 3: The End of Reconstruction and Its Immediate 
Aftermath

Framing Question: How did 
Reconstruction fail to provide equality 
for African Americans?
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Starting in the late 1870s, Jim Crow laws 
established legal segregation across 
the South.

Chapter 3: The End of Reconstruction and Its Immediate 
Aftermath

Framing Question: How 
did Reconstruction fail 
to provide equality for 
African Americans?



Subject Matter Expert
Dr. Christian S. Davis, Professor of History, James Madison University 

The Protected Art Archive / Alamy Stock Photo: 13
Ticket for the Impeachment of President Andrew Johnson (1808–75) 1868 
(litho) / American School, (19th century) / American / Private Collection / Peter 
Newark American Pictures / Bridgeman Images: 10
Universal Images Group/SuperStock: 6
USA: Abraham Lincoln (1809 - 1865), Anthony Berger, 1864 / Pictures from
History/Anthony Berger / Bridgeman Images: 3
World History Archive / Alamy Stock Photo: 7
Zoonar GmbH / Alamy Stock Photo: 8

Illustration and Photo Credits
American Photo Archive / Alamy Stock Photo: 5
Heritage Image Partnership Ltd  / Alamy Stock Photo: 12
History and Art Collection / Alamy Stock Photo: 19
The Picture Art Collection / Alamy Stock Photo: 4a
North Wind Picture Archives / Alamy Stock Photo: 16, 18
Peter Righteous / Alamy Stock Photo: 4b
Photo 12 / Alamy Stock Photo: 15
The Misses Cooke’s schoolroom, Freedman’s Bureau, Richmond, Va., from 
‘Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper’, November 17th 1866 (engraving) (b&w 
photo), American School, (19th century) / Private Collection / Bridgeman 
Images: 11


