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LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF 

EDUCATION 

Division of Diverse Learners 

LEAP CONNECT 
Participation Review Process 

School System Participation Justification 
The Department provided 2024-2025 school year alternate assessment data to school systems for 
review. Because your school system assessed more than 1.0 percent of students using an alternate 
assessment in the 2024-2025 school year, LDOE anticipates that your school system will assess more 
than 1.0 percent of students with an alternate assessment in the 2025-2026 school year. School 
systems that exceeded the 1.0 percent threshold must submit an alternate assessment justification in 
addition to its request for a review of data and procedures related to alternate assessment. The Every 
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires the Department to make these justifications publicly available, 
provided that personally identifiable information about an individual student is not revealed. 

School System Name: Plaquemines Parish 

Enter the percentage of students who participated in alternate assessment during the 2024-2025 school 

year. This information was disseminated to your school system via FTP on or before October 17, 2025. 

Participation Percentage 
LEAP Connect Participation by Subject for SY 2024-2025 

ELA: LEAP Connect Participation, see column G of data file 99.8 % 

Math: LEAP Connect Participation, see column L of data file 99 7 % 

Science: LEAP Connect Participation, see column Q of data file 99.9 % 

1. Explain why the alternate assessment participation rate of 1.0 percent was exceeded for the 2024-2025 
school year. School systems must select Not Applicable (NA) or Applicable (A) for each option 
below. Applicable must be chosen for at least one of the following and may be chosen for more 
than one of the following options: 

a. Ifapplicable, provide a brief description with supporting data that identifies specific programs or 
circumstances within the school system that may contribute to higher enrollments of students 
identified with significant cognitive disabilities that would result in an alternate assessment 

participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example: The school system has schools, community 

Louisiana Department of Education 

doe.louisiana.gov | P.O, Box 94064- Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9064 Page 1



PPSB Responses 

Participation Justification 
1. A. Ourdistrict has a residential facility run by Catholic Charities , Pauda House, and students 

are all Connect eligible and attend our district schools. Belle Chasse Academy, a charter school 

within our district, has consistently directed military families to our public schools due to our 

superior support services. As a rapidly growing community, we frequently hear from families 

who choose to relocate here specifically for our exceptional special education services.



and/or health facilities that draw large numbers of students with significant cognitive 
disabilities): 

See attachment 

A b. If applicable, briefly describe how a small overall student enrollment in the school system 
contributes to the likelihood that even a small number of students found eligible to participate in 
an alternate assessment would result in a participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example: 
The total tested population is less than 300 and the total number of students participating in the 
alternate assessment is 3 or less.): 

NA 

A c. lf applicable, briefly describe other or additional justification of variables that may contribute to 
the school system’s alternate assessment participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent: 

NA 

2. The school system verifies that all students participating in the alternate assessment meet 

Louisiana’s participation criteria as outlined in State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education 
(BESE) Bulletin 1530-Louisiana’s IEP Handbook for Students with Exceptionalities. 

By submitting this form, the school system assures that the following actions are being taken to 

comply with the 1% participation cap threshold: 

a. Review of Student Records 

Number of 
Reviawed Number of Records Number of Records Corrective 

Compliant with Non-Compliant with Actions Taken (If 
Stndent Eligibility Criteria _ Eligibility Criteria Applicable) 
Records 

Elementary 
School 6 6 0 
Students 

Louisiana Department of Education 
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Middle School [5 5 0 
Students 

High School 8 8 0 
Students 

Total Number | 19 19 0 
of Files 

b. The school system assures that any disproportionality in the percentage of students in any 
subgroup participating in the alternate assessment will be addressed through strategic 
actions. (Examples: Including all stakeholders in decision-making, conducting annual 
reviews, addressing the unique needs of English Learners (ELs), continuing 
education/professional development, reviewing criteria/state guidance for the alternate 
assessment qualification). 

eci ar Lead Administrator Signature’: Date: 
ey ove, i: ee 11.19.25 

Printed Naghe: 

Mary Ellen Hamner 

SuperiAtendept / Charter a Date: 

—S 11.19.25 

Printed Name: YI wn 

Dr. Shelley Ritz 

*Required signatures. Original signatures should be kept on file at the school system. 

To submit this justification form, please sign and upload to the DM FTP by December 1, 2025. 

Louisiana Department of Education 

doe.louisiana.gov | P.O, Box 94064- Baton Rouge, LA- 70804-9064 Page 3











toulSl xA DtPlPrHtxr or
EDUCA"TION

Dlvlsion of Diverse Learners

LEAP CONNECT
Participation Review Process

School System Participation Justification
The Department provided 2024-2025 schoot year alternate assessment data to school systems for
review. Because your school system assessed more than 1.0 percent of students using an atternate
assessment in the 2O24-2O?5 schoot year, LDOE anticipates that your school system witl assess more
than 1.0 percent of students with an alternate assessment in lhe 2Q25-2O26 schoot year. Schoot
systems that exceeded the l.O percent threshotd must submit an alternate assessment justification in
addition to its request for a review of data and procedures retated to alternate assessment. The Every
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires the Department to make these justifications publicly availabte,
provided that personatty identifiabte information about an individuat student is not revealed.

SChOOI System Name: St. John the Baptist parish pubtic Schoot System

Enter the percentage of students who participated in alternate assessment during the 2024-2025 schoot
year. This information was disseminated to your schoot system via FTP on or before October'17, 2025.

ELA: LEAP Connect Participation, see column G of data fite

1. Explain why the alternate assessment panrci patron rate ot 1.0 percent was exceeded tor the 2024_2025
school year. School systems must select Not Appl icable (NA) or Applicable (A) tor each option
below. Applicable must be chosen lor at least one of the ,ollowing and may be chosen for more

an one of the following options:

lf applicabte, provide a brief description with supporting data that identifies specif ic programs orcircumstances within the schoot system that may contribute to higher enrottm ents of studentsidentified with siSnificant cognitive disabitities that woutd result in an alternate assessmentpartic ipation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Exampte: The school system has schoots, community

Lodaianr Dapadmant ot Educrtion
: i P.O. 8ox 94064. Eatco RoLrSe LA . 70804 9064

9q

Math: LEAP Connect Participation, see cotumn L of data f ite q1. o/o

Sclence: LEAP Connect Participation, see column e of data fite 1q Vo

LEAP Connect Participation by Subject

T

PaSe I

DT

Participation Percentege
lor SY 2O2+2O25



NA

and/or heatth facilitres that draw large numbers of students with significant cognitive
disabitities.):

SJBP's alternate assessment participalion rale exceeds '17o due to several factors. The parish contains a high number
of private and Catholic schools, which tend to serve students with mild to moderate learning needs. Consequently,
students with significant cognitive disabilities are more frequently educated in the public-school system, creating a
higher concentralion of learners who meet the state criteria for participation in the alternate assessment. Additionally,
district-level intensive support programs further centralize students with the most substantial needs.

b. lf applicable, briefty describe how a smalI overatl student enrotlment in the school system
contributes to the Iikelihood that even a smalt number of students found etigibte to participate in
an alternate assessment would result in a partictpation rate in excess of '1.0 percent. (Exampte:
The totat tested poputataon is tess than 300 and the totat number of students participating in the
atternate assessment is 3 or [ess.):

lf applicable, briefly describe other or additionaI justification of variables that may contribute to
the school system's alternate assessment participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent:

2. The schoot system verifies that alI students participating in the atternate assessment meet
Louisiana's participation criteria as outtined in State Board of Etementary and Secondary Education
(BESE) Buttetin 1530-Louisiana's IEP Handbook for Students with Exceptionalities,

By submitting this form, the school system assures that the following actions are being taken to
compty with the 196 participation cap threshold:

a. Review of Student Records

T

Etementary
SchooI
Students /q O

Number of Records
Compliant rvith

,.Eligibility Griteria

Number of Records
Non-Compliant with
Eligibitity Criteria

I
ol

ewed
Student
Records

Louidana D.p.rtm.l!t ot Educ.tioo
-t: i P.O. 8ox 94064 . Ealon Rou8e. LA . 70804,9064 Page 2

ln SJBP school district, there are several alternate assessment classrooms that utilize the Unique curriculum to address
the LEAP Conneclors/student standards that centralize around the students with the most signilicant disabilities,
increasing proportional enrollment. Also, the district has strong early intervention (Part C to Part B) services, so more
students with signilicant developmental delays may continue into the district's Ki2 programs.

Corrective
Actions Taken (lf

Appticable)

t1



Middte Schoot
Students o
High Schoot
Students ,? ,? o
TolaI Number
of Files 5353

superintefa)

b. The school system assures that any disproportionatity in the percentage of students in any
subgroup participating in the atternate assessment wilI be addressed through strategic
actions. (Examples: lncluding alt stakeholders in decision-making, conducting annuat
reviews, addressing the unique needs of English Learners (ELs), continuing
education/professionat development, reviewing criteria/state guidance for the alternate
assessment quatif ication).

Special ucation Lead Ad rstrator Signature* Date

tt
Printed Name:
Drenean Brown

Charte ad Administrator S ignature*:

Printed Name:

Cleo Perry, Jr., Ed.D.

*Required signatures. OriginaI stgnatures should be kept on fite at the school system.

Z ZJ
Date:

Louirirn! Dopanm.nt ot Educrtion

. I P.O. Box 94064. Eaton Rouge. LA . 70804-9064 Pa6e 3

e1 a1

o

To submit this Justification form. please sign and upload to the DM FTp by December l, 2025.



la. St. John the Baptist Parish's altemate assessment participation rate exceeds 1.0 percent due to
several local factors. The parish contains a high number ofprivate and Catholic schools, which
tend to serve students with mild to moderate leaming needs. Consequently, students with
significant cognitive disabilities are more frequently educated in the public-school system,
creating a higher concentration of leamers who meet the state criteria for participation in the
altemate assessment. Additionally, district-level intensive support programs further centralize
students with the most substantial needs.

1b. N/A

lc. In the district, there are several altemate assessment classrooms that utilize the Unique
curriculum to address the LEAP Connectors/student standards that centralize around the students
with the most significant disabilities, increasing proportional enrollment. Also. the district has

strong early intervention (Part C to Part B) services, so more students with significant
developmental delays may continue into the district's K-12 programs.







Middle School 53 53 0 

Students 

High School 97 97 0 

Students 

Total Number 183 183 0 

of Files 

b. The school system assures that any disproportionality in the percentage of students in any
subgroup participating in the alternate assessment will be addressed through strategic
actions. (Examples: Including all stakeholders in decision-making, conducting annual
reviews, addressing the unique needs of English Learners (Els), continuing
education/professional development, reviewing criteria/state guidance for the alternate
assessment qualification).

Printed Name: 

Blaise Pellegrin 

dministrator Signature*: 
........ 

Superintendent / Charter Lead Administrator Signature*: 

Printed Name: 

Aubrey "Bubba" Orgeron, Jr. 

Date: 

11-20-25

Date: 

*Required signatures. Original signatures should be kept on file at the school system.

To submit this justification form, please sign and upload to the OM FTP by December 1, 2025. 

Louisiana Department of Education 

doe.tou1s1ana.gov I P.O. Box 94064 • Baton Rouge, LA· 70804-9064 Page3 
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NA

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF

EDUCATION

Division of Diverse Learners

LEAP CONNEСТ
Participation Review Process

School System Participation Justification
The Department provided 2024-2025 school year alternate assessment data to school systems for
review. Because your school system assessed more than 1.0 percent of students using an alternate

assessment in the 2024-2025 school year, LDOE anticipates that your school system will assess more

than 1.0 percent of students with an alternate assessment in the 2025-2026 school year. School
systems that exceeded the 1.0 percent threshold must submit an alternate assessment justification in
addition to its request for a review of data and procedures related to alternate assessment. The Every
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires the Department to make these justifications publicly available,
provided that personally identifiable information about an individual student is not revealed.

School System Name:

Enter the percentage of students who participated in alternate assessment during the 2024-2025 school

This information was disseminated to your school system via FTP on or before October 17, 2025.year.

Participation Percentage
for SY 2024-2025

1.

LEAP Connect Participation by Subject

ELA: LEAP Connect Participation, see column G of data file

Math: LEAP Connect Participation, see column L of data file

Science: LEAP Connect Participation, see column Q of data file

1.8
%

1.9
%

%

Explain why the alternate assessment participation rate of 1.0 percent was exceeded for the 2024-2025
school year. School systems must select Not Applicable (NA) or Applicable (A) for each option
below. Applicable must be chosen for at least one of the following and may be chosen for more

than one of the following options:

a. If applicable, provide a brief description with supporting data that identifies specific programs or

circumstances within the school system that may contribute to higher enrollments of students
identified with significant cognitive disabilities that would result in an alternate assessment

participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example: The school system has schools, community

Louisiana Department of Education

doe.louisiana.gov | P.O. Box 94064 Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9064 Page 1



and/or health facilities that draw large numbers of students with significant cognitive
disabilities.):

A

A

2.

b.

C.

If applicable, briefly describe how a small overall student enrollment in the school system
contributes to the likelihood that even a small number of students found eligible to participate in
an alternate assessment would result in a participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example:
The total tested population is less than 300 and the total number of students participating in the
alternate assessment is 3 or less.):

The overatl student population in Union
Parisk Schools is 818. Distrrets are

allaved a 10/0 or less participahon
rate

If applicable, briefly describe other or additional justification of variables that may contribute to

the school system's alternate assessment participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent:

A lot of our student
m r fedent Rpputahonare econom

In the Stedentsteskdadditions

did have Signiicant Cegnitive disabittiaThe school system verifies that all students participating in the alternate assessment meet
Louisiana's participation criteria as outlined in State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education
(BESE) Bulletin 1530-Louisiana's IEP Handbook for Students with Exceptionalities.

By submitting this form, the school system assures that the following actions are being taken to
comply with the 1% participation cap threshold:

a.

Elementary
School

Students

Review of Student Records

Number of

Reviewed

Student

Records

Number of Records

Compliant with

Eligibility Criteria

Number of Records

Non-Compliant with

Eligibility Criteria

Corrective

Actions Taken (If

Applicable)

3 3 N/A

Louisiana Department of Education

doe.louisiana.gov | P.O. Box 94064. Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9064 Page 2



Middle School

Students 5 5

High School
N/A

Students 3 3 O
Total Number
of Files

/NA

b. The school system assures that any disproportionality in the percentage of students in any
subgroup participating in the alternate assessment will be addressed through strategic

actions. (Examples: Including all stakeholders in decision-making, conducting annual
reviews, addressing the unique needs of English Learners (ELs), continuing
education/professional development, reviewing criteria/state guidance for the alternate
assessment qualification).

Special Education Lead Admnistrator Signature*:

Rhala lamsRrinted Name:

Rhonda Davis
Superintendent / Charter Lead Administrator Signature*:Supertogydent Chatar Lang eBu

matere thy Stocktoa

Date:

12-1-25

12-1-23
Date:

12-1-25

*Required signatures. Original signatures should be kept on file at the school system.

To submit this justification form, please sign and upload to the DM FTP by December 1, 2025.

Louisiana Department of Education

doe.louisiana.gov | P.O. Box 94064 Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9064 Page 3



Division of Diverse Learners

LEAP CONNECT
Participation Review Process

SchooI System Participation Justification,n"
Department provided 2024-2025 schooI year atternate assessment data to schooI systems for review.
Because your schooI system assessed more than 1.0 percent of students using an alternate
assessment in lhe 2024-2025 school year, LDOE anticipates that your school system wi[[ assess more
than 1.0 percent of students with an atternate assessment in the 2025-2O26 school year. School
systems that exceeded the 1.0 percent threshold must submit an a[ternate assessment justification in

addition to its request for a review of data and procedures related to atternate assessment. The Every
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires the Department to make these .iustifications pubticty availabte,
provided that personat[y identifiable information about an individuaI student is not revealed.

School System Name: Vermilion Parish School System
Enter the percentage of students who participated in atternate assessment during the 2024-2025 schoot
ear. This information was disseminated to ur school s stem via FTP on or before October 1 2025.

1. Explain why the alternate assessment participation rate of 1.0 percent was exceeded lot lhe 2024-2025
school year. School systems must select Not Applicable (NA) or Applicable (A) for each option
below. Applicable must be chosen for at least one of the following and may be chosen for more
than one of the following options:

a. lf appticable, provide a brief description with supporting data that identifies specific programs or
circumstances within the schooI system that may contribute to higher enrollments of students

identified with significant cognitive disabitities that woutd result in an a[ternate assessment
participation rate in excess of '1.0 percent. (Examp[e: The schooI system has schoots, community

02+20
Percentage for S

ParticipatioLEAP Connect Participation by Subjec

ELA: LEAP Connect Participation, see cotumn G of data fite

2.1 o/oMath: LEAP Connect Participation, see column L of data file

.8 VoScience: LEAP Connect Participation, see cotumn Q of data file

Louisiana Department oI Educataon
doe.louisiana.Eov I P.O. Box 94064 ' Baton Rouge, LA ' 70804-9064 Page I

2.1 o/o



A

A

and/or health facilities that draw [arge numbers of students with significant
cognitive disabilities.):

Vermilion Parish School System has a [arge number of families who are economicatty
disadvantaged. When looking at our students who participated in LEAP Connect for ELA
and Math, 88% of our identified alternate assessment testers are economically
disadvantaged, This may have prevented the opportunity for those students to participate
in early intervention programs. The [ack of these opportunities may have had an impact on
their academic development which may result in lower cognitive abilities than their peers.

b. lf appticable, briefly describe how a sma[[ overall student enroItment in the school system
contributes to the tiketihood that even a sma[[ number of students found etiaibte to participate in

an alternate assessment would resutt in a participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example:

The tota[ tested poputation is less than 300 and the total number of students participating in the
atternate assessment is 3 or less.):

c. tf appticabte, briefty describe other or additionaI justification of variabtes that may contribute to
the school system's atternate assessment participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent:

2. The schooI system verifies that a]t students participating in the alternate assessment meet
Louisiana's participation criteria as outtined in State Board of Etementary and Secondary Education
(BESE) Buttetin l53O-Louisiana's IEP Handbook for Students with Exceptionalities.

By submitting this form, the school system assures that the following actions are being taken to
compty with the 1% participation cap threshotd:

a. Review of Student Records



Number o
Reviewed

Record
tuden Compliant wit

Eligibitity Criteria

Number
Record

Number o
ecords

Non-Comptiant
ith Eligibitit

Criteri

Actions Take
Corrective

(lf Appticable)

Elementary
School
Students

29 29 0 NA

Louisiana Department of Education

b. The schooI system assures that any disproportionality in the percentage of students in any
subgroup participating in the alternate assessment wilI be addressed through strategic
actions. (Examples: Including a[[ stakeholders in decision-making, conducting annual
reviews, addressing the unique needs of English Learners (ELs), continuing
education/professional development, reviewing criteria/state guidance for the atternate
assessment uatification

Middte
School
Students

47 47 0 NA

High Schoot
Students

18 18 0 NA

Total
Number of
Fites

94 94 NA

m ISpeciaI Education Signature*: Date:
i, 2o >(

Printed Name: \ \\"t".+S..
?nf' Admi nistrator si gnatu re*:Superintendent / Ch

''11**.^ (1 I
Date:

ir ;)0 >{
erintea*rameffiN,%\W

*Required signatures. Original signatures shoutd be kept on fite at the school system. To

)



submit this iustification form, please sign and upload to the DM FTP by December 1, 2025.

doe.louisiana.sov I PO. gox 94064. Baton Rouge, LA . 70804-9064 Paae 3
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LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF

EDUCATION
Division of Diverse Learners

LEAP CONNEGT
Participation Review Process

School System Participation Justification
The Department provided 2024-7025 school year atternate assessment data to school systems for
review. Because your schoot system assessed more than 1.0 percent of students using an atternate
assessment in the 2024-2025 school year, LDOE anticipates that your school system wi[[ assess more
than 'l .0 percent of students with an atternate assessment in the 2025-2026 school year. School
systems that exceeded the 1.0 percent threshold must submit an atternate assessment justification in
addition to its request for a review of data and procedures retated to atternate assessment. The Every
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires the Department to make these justifications pubticty available,
provided that persona[[y identifiabte information about an individuaI student is not revealed.

SchoolSystem Name: Louisiana Special Schoo! District
Enter the percentage of students who participated in atternate assessment during the 2024-2025 school
year. This information was disseminated to your school system via FTP on or before October 17 , 2025.

1. Explain why the alternate assessment participation rate of 1 .0 percent was exceeded for lhe 2A24-2025
school year. School systems must select Not Applicable (NA) or Applicable (A) for each option
below. Applicable must be chosen for at least on6 of the following and may be chosen for more
than one of the following options:

a. lf applicable, provide a brief description with supporting data that identifies specific programs or
circumstances within the school system that may contribute to higher enrollments of students
identified with significant cognitive disabilities that would result in an alternate assessment
participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example: The school system has schools, community

Louisiana Department of Education
doe.louisiana.rov I P.O, Box 94064. Batoh Rouge, LA. 70E04-9064

ELA: LEAP Connect Participation, see cotumn G of data fite 22%

Math: LEAP Connect Participation, see cotumn L of data file 22v"

7%

LEAP Connect Participation by Subject Participation Percentage
for SY 2024-2025

Page 1

Science: LEAP Connect Participation, see column Q of data fite



A

and/or health facitities that draw large numbers of students with significant cognitive
disabilities.):

The Special School District has schools and health facilities that draw a large number of students
with significant cognitive disabilities.

b. lf appticable, briefly describe how a small overal[ student enrollment in the school system
contributes to the likelihood that even a smatl number of students found eligible to participate in
an alternate assessment would result in a participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example:
The total tested population is less than 300 and the tota] number of students participating in the
alternate assessment is 3 or [ess.):

The total tested population is less than 200 and the total number of students participating in
alternate assessment is less than 40.

c. lf applicable, briefly describe other or additional justification of variables that may contribute to
the school system's alternate assessment participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent:

2. The school system verifies that all students participating in the alternate assessment meet
Louisiana's participation criteria as outlined in State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education
(BESE) Buttetin 1 S3O-Louisiana's IEP Handbook for Students with Exceptionalities.

By submitting this form, the school system assures that the following actions are being taken to
comply with the 1% participation cap threshold:

a. Review of Student Records

Louisiana Department of Education

doe.louisiana.qov I P.O. Box 94064. Baton Rouge, A. 70804-9064

Elementary
School

Students

2 2 0 na

Number of
Reviewed
Student
Records

Corrective
Actions Taken (lf

Applicable)

Number of Records
Non-Compliant with
Etigibility Criteria

Page 2

Number of Records
Compliant with

Etigibility Criteria



Middle School
Students

1 4 0 na

High School
Students

4 4 0 na

Total Number
of Files

l0 0 na

b. The school system assures that any disproportionality in the percentage of students in any
subgroup participating in the alternate assessment will be addressed through strategic
actions. (Examples: lncluding all stakeholders in decision-making, conducting annual
reviews, addressing the unique needs of English Learners (ELs), continuing
education/professional development, reviewing criteria/state guidance for the alternate
assessment quatification).

*Required signatures. Original signatures shoutd be kept on file at the school system.

To submit this justrfication form, please sign and upload to the DM FTP by December 1, 2025

Louisiana Department of Education

soeciatEduW Lead Administrator Signature*:'.^1:,^- 
ln ) )1,^ ttlu/:aas

Date:

Printed Nlrle

Llno/"^ h/,ll,s
ad Admihistrator Signature*:supen

d)t tA
Date:t /t r/zr-

Printed Name:

doe. Iouisiana.qov I P.O. Box 94064 . Baton Rouge, LA. 70A04-9064 PaSe 3
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llx LOUISIANA DEPANTMENT OF

EDUCATION
Division of Diverse Learners

LEAP CONNECT
Participation Review Process

The Department provided 2024-2025 schooI year alternate assessment data to schooI systems for
review. Because your school system assessed more than 1.0 percent of students using an alternate
assessment in lhe 2024-2025 school year, LDOE anticipates that your school system witt assess more
than 1.0 percent of students with a n atternate assessment in the 2025-2026 schooI year. School
systems that exceeded the 1.0 percent threshold must submit an alternate assessment justification in
addition to its request for a review of data and procedures retated to alternate assessment. The Every
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires the Department to make these justifications pubticty available,
provided that personalty identifiabte information about an individuatstudent is not revealed.

School System Name:
Enter the percentage of students who participated in alternate assessment during the 2024-2025 school
year. This information was disseminated to your school system via FTP on or before October 17,2025.

1. Explain why the alternate assessment participation rate of 1.0 percent was exceeded fot the 2024-2025
school year. School systems must select Not Applicable (NA) or Applicable (A) for each option
below. Applicable must be chosen for at least one of the following and may be chosen for more
than one of the following options:

School System Participation Justification

lf applicable, provide a brief description with supporting data that identif ies specif ic programs or
circumstances within the school system that may contribute to higher enrottments of students
identified with significant cognitive disabilities that would result in an atternate assessment
participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Exampte: The school system has schools, community

a

Louisiana Department of Education

ELA: LEAP Connect Participation, see cotumn G of data fite 99.2 o/o

Math: LEAP Connect Partictpation, see column L of data file 99.2 o/o

Science: LEAP Connect Participation, see cotumn Q of data f ile 99.4 o/o

doe.louisiana.gov I P.O. Box 94064 . Baton Rouse, LA . 70804-9064 Page 1

LEAP Connect Participation by Subiect Participation Percentage
tot SY 2024-2025



and/or health facilities that draw [arge numbers of students with significant cognitive
disabilities.):

NA

b. lf applicable, briefly describe how a sma[[overa[[ student enrottment in the schooI system
contributes to the [iketihood that even a smat[ number of students found etigible to participate in
an alternate assessment would resutt in a participation rate in excess of '1.0 percent. (Exampte:
The tota[ tested population is tess than 300 and the totaI number of students participating in the
atternate assessment is 3 or less.):

NA

E c. lf appticable, briefty describe other or additionaI justification of variables that may contribute to
the schoo[ system's atternate assessment participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent:

We receive many students from Ft. Johnson as military families move in.

2. The schoot system verifies that a[[ students participating in the alternate assessment meet
Louisiana's participation criteria as outtined in State Board of Etementary and Secondary Education
(BESE) Buttetin 1530- Louisiana's IEP Handbook for Students with Exceptionalities.

By submitting this form, the school system assures that the fottowing actions are being taken to
comply with the 17o participation cap threshotd:

a. Review of Student Records

Louisiana Departmqnt ol Education
doe.touisiana.Fov I P.O. Box 94064 . Baton Route, LA . 70804-9064

EIementary
SchooI
Students

13 13 0 NA

Page 2

Number of
Reviewed
Student
Records

Number of Records
Comptiant with

Etigibility Criteria

Number of Records
Non-Compliant with
Eligibitity Criteria

Corrective
Actions Taken (lf

Applicable)



M idd[e Schoot
Students

17 17 0 NA

High Schoot
Students

26 lf)

TotaI Number
of Fites

trA 56 0

b. The school system assures that any d isproportionatity in the percentage of students in any
subgroup participating in the alternate assessment wit[ be addressed through strategic
actions. (Examptes: lnctuding a[[ stakeholders in decision-making, conducting annuaI
reviews, addressing the unique needs of Engtish Learners (ELs), continuing
education/professionaI devetopment, reviewing criteria/state guidance for the atternate
assessment qualif ication).

*Required signatures. Originat signatures shoutd be kept on file at the schoo[ system.

To submit this justification form, please sign and upload to the DM FTP by December 1, 2025.

Louisiana Department of Education
doe.{ouisiana.sov I P.O. Box 94064 . Baton Rouge, LA . 70804-9064

t ion d Adm istrator Signature*:c Date/ /
I I lq ls,s

Mac Spikes
Printed Name

Su Dale'. /
tl // h6-r Lead Administrator Signature*:

Printed Name:

Larry Hollie

0 NA

NA

PaSe 3















































 

Alternate Assessment File Review Documentation Chart 
 

School System Name: 

Total Number of Students that Participated in the 
Alternate Assessment for the 2024-2025 SY  

Minimum Required Sample Size 

  

 
Total number of files reviewed 

Elementary School 
Students 

 Middle School 
Students 

 High School 
Students 

 Total Number of Records Reviewed 

        
Instructions:  List student identification numbers of the targeted sample of student files.  Indicate the grade level and 
exceptionality for each student file. Enter “C” if the requirement is Compliant (requirement is met). Enter “NC” if the requirement 
is Non-compliant (requirement is NOT met). All items must be completed.  No items may be left blank. 

State ID Grade Exceptionality AA-1 AA-2 AA-3 
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LE
TOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF

EDUCATION
Division of Diverse Learners

LEAP CONNECT
Participation Review Process

Schoot System Participation Justification
The Department prJvid ed 2024-2O25 school year alternate assessment data to schooI systems for
review. Because your school system assessed more than 1.0 percent of students using an alternate
assessment in the 2024-2025 schoolyear, LDOE anticipates that your school system wi[[ assess more

than 1.0 percent of students with an atternate assessment in the 2025-2026 schoolyear' School
systems that exceeded the 1.0 percent threshold must submit an alternate assessment justification in

addition to its request for a review of data and procedures related to atternate assessment. The Every

Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires the Department to make these justifications pubticly available,
provided that personalty identifiable information about an individuaI student is not reveated.

School System Name: st. Landry Parish

Enter the percentage of students who participated in a[ternate assessment during lhe 2024-2025 school
year. This information was disseminated to your schootsystem via FTP on or before October 17.2025.

Explain why the alternate assessment participation rate of 1.0 percent was exceeded for the 2024-2025
school year. School systems must select Not Applicable (NA) or Applicable (A) for each option
below. Applicable must be chosen for at least one of the following and may be chosen for more
than one of the following oPtions:

a. lf applicable, provide a brief description with supporting data that identifies specific programs or
circumstances within the schooI system that may contribute to higher enroItments of students
identified with significant cognitive disabilities that would resutt in an alternate assessment
participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example: The school system has schools, community

Loulsiana Department ol Educatlon
doe.louisiana.Fov I p.O. Box 94064' Baton Rouge, LA' 70804-9064

o/o2.0
o/o2.0
o/o0.9

ELA: LEAP Connect Participation' see column G of data file

Math: LEAP Connect Participation, see column L of data file

Science: LEAP Connect Participation, see cotumn Q of data file

LEAP Connect Participation by Subject
Participatiott Percentage

for SY 2A24-2025

NA

Page I



and/or heatth facitities that draw [arge numbers of students with significant cognitive
disabilities.):

NA b. lf appticable, briefty describe how a sma[[ overa[[ student enrottment in the school system
contiibutes to the tikel,ihood that even a smatlnumber of students found etigibte to participate in

an alternate assessment would result in a participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example:

The totat tested poputation is [ess than 300 and the total number of students participating in the

alternate assessment is 3 or less.):

NA c. lf appticable, briefly describe other or additional iustification of variables that may contribute to
the schooI system's alternate assessment participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent:

The SLp school district has a large number of students whose cognitive The SLP school district has a large number of students whose cognitive abilitles are withln the

the determination for an altemate a$l€ssmeflt. This tholorgh rwiew of data includes e\6luations, classroom perfomance, input from parents/teacher/therapist and

performance on previous €t8te asseiemems. The nalure of dre studenfs disability and the data review assist the lEp team in making thls determination. District personnel

teceive training at various times throughout the school year to not only discuss the alternate assessment criteria, but also other options for student success by means of

regular assessment. Although other options are available, the majodty of the IEP teams determine that the altemate assessment is the most approPriate assessrnent to

place whlch include annuai internal monitoilng of evaluatlons to ensure that Louisiana Bulletin 1508 is adequately followed when identifying a student as a student with a

will take the alternate assessment, the lEp is revlewed by the special education department to guarantee that students iaking the afernate assessment lndeed meet the crlteria

developed by the state.

2, The school system verifies that altstudents participating in the alternate assessment meet

Louisiana's participation criteria as outtined in State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education
(BESE) Buttetin 1530-Louisiana's IEP Handbook for Students with Exceptionalities.

By submitting this form, the school system assures that the following actions are being taken to
comply with the 'l7o participation cap threshotd:

a. Review of Student Records

NA
014

14
Etementary
SchooI
Students

Number of
Reviewed
Student
Records

Number of Records
Compliant with

Etisibitity Criteria

Number of Records
Non-Compliant with
Etigibility Criteria

Corrective
Actions Taken (lf

Appticabte)

Loulsiana Departmant ol Education
doe.louisiana-sov I P.o. Box 94064' Baton Rouge, LA' 70804-9064 Page2



The IEP ieam was coniacled
to review the IEP and the IEP
had already been reconvened
and changed.

NA

See correction
above

1

0

1

79

138

231

80

138

232

Middte SchooI
Students

High Schoot
Students

TotatNumber
of Files

The schoot system assures that any disproportionality in the percentage of students in any

subgroup participating in the alternate assessment wit[ be addressed through strategic

acti6ns. iExamptes: lnituding att stakehotders in decision-making, conducting annual

reviews, addressing the unique needs of English Learners (ELs), continuing
education/professionaldevetopment, reviewing criteria/state guidance for the alternate

assessment qualification).

*Required signatures. Originat signatures shoutd be kept on f ite at the school system

To submit this justification form, please sign and upload to the DM FTP by December 1'2025

Louisiana Department of Education

b

Date:

Dater

22
NaPrin

I

i nistrator Signature*:tcSuperintend e

Printed Name:

inistrator S ignature*:Leadti5

do I P.O, Box 94064' Baton Rouge, LA' 70804-9064 Page 3















/mb

Dana Teasley

12/1/25







/mb
12/1/25

Dana Teasley
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