
 

Websites Supporting Struggling Students and Students with 
Mild/Moderate Disabilities 

*Indicates a Louisiana-based Resource 
Special Education Research, Instruction & Professional Development Websites 

Council for Exceptional 
Children 

The Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) is the largest international 
professional and most recognized organization dedicated to improving the 
educational success of individuals with disabilities and/or gifts and talents.   
Searching by exceptionality or topic, will result in a variety of articles, 
products, careers, and webpages.  Sample topics are policy, teacher 
preparation, standards, defined terms, and classroom tools. 

What Works 
ClearingHouse 
(Institute of Education 
Sciences) 

What Works Clearinghouse (WWC) connects research and practice to impact 
education.  It is a resource for making informed education decisions.  The 
institute reviews studies of practices, programs or interventions to identify 
those most reliable and effective. 

OSEP Ideas that Work 
 

This site, operated by the U.S. Department of Education, Office of Special 
Education Programs (OSEP), is designed to provide easy access to information 
from research to practice initiatives.   
Tool Kits are available on the following topics:  a) Teaching and Assessing 
Students with Disabilities, b) Parent Materials on Teaching and Assessing 
Students with Disabilities and c) Universal Design for Learning (UDL).  

IRIS Center 
(Vanderbilt University) 

The IRIS Center is a national center dedicated to improving education 
outcomes for all children, especially those with disabilities (birth-21), through 
the use of effective evidence-based practices and interventions. The 
resources are used to infuse pre-service preparation and professional 
development programs.  Color coding helps locate related materials. 

Louisiana Assistive 
Technology Initiative * 
(LATI) 

Seven regional Louisiana centers provide professional development, student 
consultation, technical assistance and short term loan library services to 
schools.  The loan library assists with trial of AT devices to assess their 
effectiveness in improving student access to the curricula and prior to district 
investment in the device. 
The mission of the Louisiana Assistive Technology Initiative (LATI) is to 
provide leadership and support to local education agencies and families in 
the development and implementation of assistive technology (AT) services 
that will have meaningful application for the educational, social, recreational, 
vocational, and developmental experiences of students with disabilities..   

Louisiana State 
Personnel Development 
Grant*(LaSPDG) 

Louisiana State Personnel Development Grant (LaSPDG) is a Louisiana 
Department of Education (LDOE) grant funded by the Office of Special 
Education (OSEP).  The purpose of the project is to develop a system of 
professional development and support based on state, district, and school 
needs to improve outcomes for students with disabilities ages 6-21 across all 
disabilities and create sustainable, evidence-based practices. 
Participating LEAs work on inclusive practices, cultural responsiveness, family 
engagement and data-based decisions. Guides for co-teaching and 
paraprofessionals as well as the self review, Quality Indicators, help identify 
strength and needs in four focus areas. 

National Secondary 
Transition Technical 
Assistance Center 

The NSTTAC is a national Technical Assistance and Dissemination center 
funded by the U.S. Department of Education’s Office of Special Education 
Programs (OSEP).  

LATAN* LATAN is a statewide nonprofit organization that connects individuals with 
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disabilities to assistive technology that enables independence in 
employment, school, and community living.  LATAN serves Louisiana citizens 
of all ages. 

 
CAST (Universal Design 
for Learning) 

CAST is a nonprofit research and development organization that works to 
expand learning opportunities for all individuals, especially those with 
disabilities, through Universal Design for Learning (UDL).  UDL principles guide 
the design of learning environments that reduce barriers to education and 
maximizes learning for all students. 
The CAST UDL EXCHANGE allows the use and sharing of materials to support 
instruction which incorporate UDL principles. 

LearningPort 

LearningPort is a national online library of professional development 
resources compiled to help bridge research, policy and practices. This library 
provides local educators with easy access to an array of resources that can be 
used or customized to meet their needs.  Click on the “Explore Topics” tab for 
an easy search for your area of interest (e.g., Autism).  

Bookshare.org 
The Bookshare.org library provides an accessible online library for people in 
the United States with print disabilities.  This project is supported by the U.S. 
Department of Education, Office of Special Education Programs. 

Inclusive Schools 
Network 

The Inclusive Schools Network (ISN) is a web-based resource for families, 
schools and communities that promotes inclusive educational practices. 

Parent  Information & Support  Websites 

Louisiana Parent 
Training and 
Information Center* 

LaPTIC is committed to helping parents of children with disabilities to become 
full participants in their children's educational process.  All parent facilitators 
with the program are also parents of children with disabilities. This site also 
provides links to the regional Families Helping Families (FHF) Centers, a 
Louisiana network of family-directed resource centers which provide 
information and support on issues related to disabilities. 

Families Helping 
Families of Louisiana* 

The Families Helping Families (FHF) network is comprised of 10 individual 
nonprofit, family-driven resource centers that provide support and 
information to families who have members with disabilities.  The term 
"disability" includes physical, mental, emotional, behavioral, and/or academic 
needs.  Each center maintains its own website. 

Louisiana 
Developmental 
Disabilities Council* 
 

The Council’s efforts are designed to promote the increased self-
determination, independence, productivity, integration and inclusion of 
people with developmental disabilities in their communities. 
 LaTEACH page is housed on this site as well. LaTEACH is a statewide advocacy 
network for appropriate, inclusive education for all students. 

Disability is Natural 

The mission of this site is to encourage new ways of thinking about 
developmental disabilities, in the belief that changes in our attitudes and 
actions can help create a society where all children and adults with 
developmental disabilities have opportunities to live the lives of their dreams, 
Materials for People First Language which places the person first and 
positively impacts the way we see others and the way they see themselves is 
located here.  The focus is how people are more alike than different.  

People First of 
Louisiana* 

People First of Louisiana supports people with disabilities to empower 
themselves in becoming effective decision makers, to gain more 
independence, and enjoy life as equal citizens of the United States of 
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America. 

National Education 
Association (NEA)- 
Parents Page – Students 
with Disabilities Search 

Parents and family members are children’s first and natural teacher.  One of 
the most important things that make students more successful is family 
involvement in education. Research has shown that when families are 
engaged in their education, students achieve more, stay in school longer, and 
have better career choices. 
The NEA provides a wide range of articles, studies, how to topics for parents 
of students with Disabilities 

Pyramid Community 
Parent Resource Center  
* (Greater New Orleans 
Area) 

Established in 1991, the program is designed to support, assist and provide 
expertise to parents in traditionally underserved areas of New Orleans.  
Information, workshops and one-to-one assistance is available at the Center.  

Content Specific Websites  for Multi-Sensory & Differentiated Instruction 

International Literacy 
Association(ILA) and 
Read Write Think  

ILA (formerly International Reading Association) publishes research on 
literacy and translates that research into practical resources for educators, 
students and leaders worldwide.  Some resources are free; others require 
membership. 
The mission of Read Write Think is to provide educators, parents, and 
afterschool professionals with access to the highest quality practices in 
reading and language arts instruction by offering the very best in free 
materials.  READWRITETHINK partners with the International Literacy 
Association, National Council of Teachers of English, and the Verizon 
Foundation. 

Tarheel Reader 
University of North 
Carolina 

Tar Heel Reader is a collection of free, easy-to-read, and accessible books 
which cross contest areas and grade levels.  Some address current social 
issues and trends. Utilizing a topic search and previewing for applicability and 
difficulty, materials can support current classroom topics on a lower reading 
level. (“Caution” marked for adolescent topics.) 
Each book has a read aloud option.  The books may be downloaded as slide 
shows in PowerPoint, Impress, or Flash format.  
Students may write and post their own books using pictures from the huge 
collection at Flickr or uploaded public domain pictures.  This feature allows 
differentiation for a variety of abilities and reading levels. 

Library of Congress 
Teaching with Primary 
Sources 

The Library of Congress offers original documents and objects which were 
created at the time being studied.  This website can bring original artifacts  of 
museum  quality right into the classroom.  Guidance on how to use primary 
sources of materials and sample lessons are available.   

National Council for 
Social Studies – 
Resources 

The mission of the NCSS is to provide leadership, service, and support for all 
social studies educators.  Many resources are viewable for the current month 
free of charge, but access to the archives requires a membership.  Take an 
electronic field trip, access articles and pictures of events and people, or use 
the Notable Trade Book lists for top-rated, Social Studies-related children’s 
literature. 

National Council of 
Teachers of 
Mathematics 

The Classroom Resources tab has lesson plans, interactive & mobile Apps, 
problems, student explorations in mathematics, classroom resources, share  
and success stories sites. 
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National Science 
Teachers Association 

The Books & Resources tab has its own NSTA Recommends best science 
resources, trade book lists, freebies for science teachers, podcasts,  etc.  Free 
access is available to some materials; others require membership to NSTA. 

Special Education Bulletins & Policies 

Louisiana Department 
of Education-BESE 
policy/Bulletins* 

Bulletins found here have followed the Administrative Procedure Act and 
become part of the Louisiana Administrative Code.  Therefore, they are 
officially the most current rules in effect.  
 Of special interest to Special Education are: 

• Bulletin 1508 – Pupil Appraisal Handbook 
• Bulletin 1530 – Louisiana IEP Handbook for Students with 

Exceptionalities 
• Bulletin 1706 – Disabilities and Gifted/Talented 
• Bulletin 1903 – Regulations and Guidelines for Education of Dyslexic 

Students  

Louisiana’s Educational 
Rights of Children with 
Disabilities 

Special Education Processes + Procedural Safeguards, September, 2013 is a 
guide to help parents navigate the complex system that oversees special 
education in Louisiana’s public schools and serves as the procedural 
safeguard for initial evaluation referrals, disciplinary action/change of student 
placement, filing a state complaint, when a first time due process occurs, or 
upon request. 

U.S. Department of 
Education Office of Civil 
Rights  FAQs for 504 

The purpose of section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act is designed to eliminate 
discrimination on the basis of a handicap in any program or activity receiving 
federal financial assistance.   Services typically are given via classroom 
accommodations. 
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