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Alternate Assessment 
Participation Review Process 

 

School System Participation Justification 
The Department is providing 2022-2023 school year alternate assessment data to school systems for 
review. If your school system assessed more than 1.0 percent of students using an alternate assessment 
in the 2022-2023 school year, we anticipated that your school system assessed more than 1.0 percent of 
students with an alternate assessment in the 2023-2024 school year. School systems that exceeded the 
1.0 percent threshold must complete an alternate assessment justification and request a review of data 
and procedures related to alternate state assessments. The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires 
the Department to make these justifications publicly available, provided that personally identifiable 
information about an individual student is not revealed.  

School System Name:  
Enter the percentage of students who participated in the alternate assessment during the 2022-2023 
school year. This information was disseminated to your school system via FTP on or before March 25, 
2024. 

LEAP Connect Participation by Subject Participation Percentage 
for SY 2022-2023  

ELA: LEAP Connect Participation                      % 

Math: LEAP Connect Participation                     % 

Science: LEAP Connect Participation                     % 

1. Explain why the alternate assessment participation rate of 1.0 percent was exceeded for the 2022-
2023 school year. School systems must select Not Applicable (NA) or Applicable (A) for each option 
below. Applicable must be chosen for at least one of the following and may be chosen for more than 
one of the following options:  

a. If applicable, provide a brief description with supporting data that identifies specific programs or 
circumstances within the school system that may contribute to higher enrollments of students 
identified with significant cognitive disabilities that would result in an alternate assessment 
participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example: The school system has schools, community 

1.1

1.1
1.1

Belle Chasse Academy

A
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b. If applicable, briefly describe how a small overall student enrollment in the school system
contributes to the likelihood that even a small number of students found eligible to participate in
an alternate assessment would result in a participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example:
The total tested population is less than 300 and the total number of students participating in the
alternate assessment is 3 or less.):

c. If applicable, briefly describe other or additional justification of variables that may contribute to
the school system’s alternate assessment participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent:

2. The school system verifies that all students participating in the alternate assessment meet
Louisiana’s participation criteria as outlined in State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education
(BESE) Bulletin 1530-Louisiana’s IEP Handbook for Students with Exceptionalities.

By submitting this form, the school system assures that the following actions are being taken to
comply with the 1% participation cap threshold:

a. Review of Student Records

Number of 
Reviewed 
Student 
Records 

Number of Records 
Compliant with 

Eligibility Criteria 

Number of Records 
Non-Compliant with 

Eligibility Criteria 

Corrective 
Actions Taken (If 

Applicable) 

Elementary 
School 
Students 

and/or health facilities that draw large numbers of students with significant cognitive 
disabilities.): 

2 2 0 0

A

A
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Middle School 
Students 

    

High School 
Students 

    

Total Number 
of Files 

    

 

b. The school system assures that any disproportionality in the percentage of students in any 
subgroup participating in the alternate assessment will be addressed through strategic 
actions. (Examples: Including all stakeholders in decision-making, conducting annual 
reviews, addressing the unique needs of English Learners (ELs), continuing 
education/professional development, reviewing criteria/state guidance for the alternate 
assessment qualification).  

 

Special Education Lead Administrator Signature*: Date: 

Printed Name:  

Superintendent / Charter Lead Administrator Signature*:  Date:  

Printed Name:  

 

*Required signatures. Original signatures should be kept on file at the school system.  

 

To submit this justification form, please sign and upload to the DM FTP by April 12, 2024. 
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E LOUISIANA DEPARTHENT OF

EDUCATION
Division of Diverse Learners

Alternate Assessment
Participation Review Process

School System Participation Justification
The Department is providing 2022-2023 school year atternate assessment data to schooI systems for
review. lf your schooI system assessed more than ].0 percent of students using an alternate assessment
in the 2022-2023 school year, we anticipated that your schoo[ system assessed more than 1.0 percent of
students with an alternate assessment in the 2023-2024 schooI year. School systems that exceeded the
l.O percent threshotd must comp[ete an alternate assessment justification and request a review of data
and procedures retated to atternate state assessments. The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires
the Department to make these justifications pubticty availabte, provided that persona[[y identifiab[e
information about an individuaI student is not revea[ed.

School System Name: CALCASIEU PARISH scHool BoARD
Enter the percentage of students who participated in the a[ternate assessment during the 2022-2023
schoot year. This information was disseminated to your school system via FTP on or before March 25,
2024.

1. Ex pta in why the a [ternate assessment pa rtic ipa tion rate of 1.0 percent wa s exceeded for lhe 2022-
2023 school year. School systems must select Not Applicable (NA) or Applicable (A) for each option
below. Applicabte must be chosen for at least one of the following and may be chosen for more than
one of the fottowing options:

lf applicable, provide a brief description with supporting data that identifies specific programs or
circumstances within the school system that may contribute to higher enro[[ments of students
identif ied with significant cognitive disabitities that woutd resutt in an atternate assessment
participation rate in excess of '1.0 percent. (Example: The schoot system has schools, community

a

o/o1.2ELA: LEAP Connect Participation

%1.2Math: LEAP Connect Participation

o/oScience: LEAP Connect Participation

Participation Percentag6
lorSY 2022-2O23

Louisiana D6partm€nt ot Education
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E

LEAP Connect Participation by Subject

.6



and/or heatth facitities that draw [arge numbers of students wrth significant cognitive
disabilities.):

Over 15% of students in Calcasieu Parish attend non-public and charter schools, therefore
this causes CPSB to be disproportionate for students with significant disabilities. LEAP
connect students typically enroll in CPSB due to the extreme amount of resources
available in comparison to non-public. This rationale causes CPSB to be disproportionate.

E b. lf appticable, briefly describe how a smattoveratI student enrollment in the schooI system
contributes to the tiketihood that even a sma[[ number of students found etigible to participate in
an atternate assessment would result in a participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example:
The totat tested population is [ess than 300 and the totat number of students participating in the
atternate assessment is 3 or [ess.):

E c lf applicable, briefly describe other or additional justification of variables that may contribute to
the schooI system's alternate assessment participation rate in excess of '1.0 percent:

When the LEAP connect criteria changed to include lD- Mild students, this directly
impacted the number of students that qualified for LEAP connect. However, in return this
has allowed students to be in appropriate programs that lead them to postsecondary
success in terms of employment. Prior to this change, many lD-Mild students ended up
leaving high school with a certificate of achievement in stead of an actual diploma.

2. The schooI system verifies that a[[ students participating in the atternate assessment meet
Louisiana's participation criteria as outtined in State Board of Etementary and Secondary Educatton
(BESE) Buttetin 1530- Lou isiana's IEP Handbook for Students with Exceptionatities.

By submitting this form, the schoot system assures that the fottowing actions are being taken to
comply with the 17o participation cap threshold:

a. Review of Student Records

Louisiana Dspartm6nt of Eductlion
doe.louisiata{p! i P.O. Box 94064 ' Baton Rouge, LA ' 70804-9064

0 Not ApplicableElementary
SchooI
Students

30 30

Number of
Reviewed
Student
Records

Number of Records
Non-Compliant with
Etigibility Griteria

Page2

Number of Records
Compliant with

Etigibility Criteria

Corrective
Actions Taken (tf

Appticable)



Middte Schoot
Students

30 30 0 Not Applicable

High School
Students

30 30 0 Not Applicable

TotaI Number
of Fites

90 90 0 Not Applicable

b. The schoot system assures that any d isproportionatity in the percentage of students in any
subgroup participating in the atternate assessment witl be addressed through strategic
actions. (Examptes: lnc[uding a[[ stakehotders in decision-making, conducting annual
reviews, addressing the unique needs of Engtish Learners (ELs), continuing
education/professionatdevelopment, reviewing criteria/state guidance for the atternate
assessment qualif ication).

*Required signatures. OriginaI signatures should be kept on fite at the schooI system

To submit this justification form, please sign and uptoad to the DM FTP by Aprill?,2024.
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E LOUISIANA DEPART}.IENT OF

EDUCATION
Division of Diverse Learners

Alternate Assessment
Participation Review Process

School System Participation Justification

A

The Department is providing 2Q22-2023 schoolyear alternate assessment data to schootsystems for
review. lf your schoolsystem assessed more than 1.0 percent of students using an alternate assessment
in the 2022-2023 schoolyear, we anticipated that your schoolsystem assessed more than 1.0 percent of
students with an alternate assessment in the 2023-2024 schootyear. Schoolsystems that exceeded the
1.0 percent threshotd must complete an alternate assessment justification and request a review of data
and procedures related to alternate state assessments. The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires
the Department to make these justifications pubticty availabte, provided that persona[[y identifiabte
information about an individuaI student is not reveated.

School System Name: Lafayette Parish School System (028)
Enter the percentage of students who participated in the alternate assessment during the 2022-2023
schootyear. This information was disseminated to your schootsystem via FTP on or before March 25,
2024.

1. Explain why the alternate assessment participation rate of 1.0 percent was exceeded for the 2022-
2023 schooI year. School systems must setect Not Applicable (NA) or Applicabte (A) for each option
below. Applicabte must be chosen for at least one of the following and may be chosen for more than
one of the foltowing options:

a. lf applicable, provide a brief description with supporting data that identifies specific programs or
circumstances within the schootsystem that may contribute to higher enrollments of students
identified with significant cognitive disabilities that would result in an alternate assessment
participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example:The schoolsystem has schoots, community

Louisiana Department of Education
doe.louisiana.sov I P.O. Box 94064. Baton Rouge, LA. 70804-9064

ELA: LEAP Connect Participation o/o1.6

Math: LEAP Connect Participation 1.6 o/o

Science: LEAP Connect Participation o/o7

LEAP Connect Participation by Subject Participation Percentage
for SY 2022-2023

Page 1



A

and/or heatth facitities that draw [arge numbers of students with significant cognitive
disabilities.):

Lafayette Parish School System had an overall increase of students with disabilities
enrolled and evaluated students that meet the criteria for Alternate Assessment.

b. lf appticable, briefly describe how a sma[[ overa[[ student enrollment in the school system
contributes to the tiketihood that even a sma[[ number of students found etigibte to participate in
an alternate assessment woutd result in a participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example:
The totaltested poputation is less than 300 and the totaI number of students participating in the
alternate assessment is 3 or [ess.):

Lafayette Parish School System has a total of 15,667 student who participated in
state-wide assessment testing. 248 students took the LEAP Connect Assessment test.
Additional contributing factors could be the total number of homeless, foster care, and EL
students who moved into the Lafayette Parish School System's district.

c. lf applicable, briefly describe other or additionaI justification of variabtes that may contribute to
the schootsystem's alternate assessment participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent:

ln 2021-2022 and 2022-2023; There was an increase of students with disabilities identified
as lntellectually Disabled. There was also an increase for students being identified with
Autism.

2. The school system verifies that allstudents participating in the alternate assessment meet
Louisiana's participation criteria as outlined in State Board of Etementary and Secondary Education
(BESE) Bulletin 1530-Louisiana's IEP Handbook for Students with Exceptionatities.

By submitting this form, the schootsystem assures that the fottowing actions are being taken to
compty with the 17o participation cap threshold:

a. Review of Student Records

Louisiana Department of Education
doe.louisiana.sov I P.O. Box 94064. Baton Rouge, LA. 70804-9064

A

Etementary
School
Students

20 20 0 N/A

Number of
Reviewed
Student
Records

Number of Records
Compliant with

Etigibitity Criteria

Number of Records
Non-Compliant with
Etigibitity Criteria

Corrective
Actions Taken (lf

Appticable)

Page2



Middte SchooI
Students

20 20 0 N/A

High School
Students

10 10 0 N/A

TotalNumber
of Files

50 50 0 NiA

b. The schoolsystem assures that any disproportionality in the percentage of students in any
subgroup participating in the alternate assessment witt be addressed through strategic
actions. (Examples: lncluding allstakeholders in decision-making, conducting annual
reviews, addressing the unique needs of English Learners (ELs), continuing
education/professionaldevelopment, reviewing criteria/state guidance for the alternate
assessment qualification).

*Required signatures. Originalsignatures should be kept on file at the schootsystem.

To submit this justification form, please sign and uptoad to the DM FTP by Aprit 12,2024.

Louisiana Department of Education
doe.touisiana.sov I p.O. gox 94064. Baton Rouge, LA . 70804-9064

SpeciaI Education Lead Administrator Signature*: o"'"'/ lL'k/
Printed Name

Holly C. Ortego

rg*: Date:lrr-- /Z- Z /
Printed Name:

Francis Touchet
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r LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF

EDUCATION
Division of Diverse Learners

Alternate Assessment
Participation Review Process

School System Participation Justification
The Department is providing 2022-2023 school year atternate assessment data to schooI systems for
review. lf your school system assessed more than 1.0 percent of students using an atternate assessment
ia the 2O22-2O23 school year, we anticipated that your schooI system assessed more than ].0 percent of
students with an atternate assessment in rhe 2023-2O24 school year. School systems that exceeded the
'1.0 percent threshotd must comptete an a[ternate assessment justification and request a review of data
and procedures retated to atternate state assessments. The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires
the Department to make these justifications pubticly availabte, provided that personalty identifiabte
information about an individuaI student is not reveated.

School System Name: St. Tammany Parish Public School System
Enter the percentage of students who participated in the alternate assessment during the 2022-2023
schooI year. This information was disseminated to your school system via FTP on or before March 25,
2024.

1 Exptain why the alternate assessment participation rate of 'l.O percent was exceeded for the ZOZZ-
2023 schooI year. School systems must select Not Appticable (NA] or Applicable (A) for each option
below' Applicabte must be chosen for at least one of the fotlowing and miy be chosen for more than
one of the following options:

a. lf applicable, provide a brief description with supporting data that identif ies specif ic programs or
circumstances within the schooI system that may contribute to higher enrottments of studentsidentified with significant cognitive disabitities that woutd resutt i-n an atternate aisessmentparticipation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Exampte: The schoot system fraisctroots, communrty

Loui6iana D€partment ot Educetion
doe.louisiana.sov lP.O.Box94064. Baton Rouge, LA . 70804-9064

ELA: LEAP Connect Participation o/o'1.6

Math: LEAP Connect Participation o/o'1.6

Science: LEAP Connect Participation 0.7 o/o

LEAP Connect Participation by Subject Participation Percentage
forSY 2022-2023

NA

Page l



NA

NA

and/or health facitities that draw targe numbers of students with significant cognitive
disabilities.):

STPPS is a large schooldistrict, servicing over 37,000 students, including more lhan 6,700 students with disabilities, which is 17.8% of
our total stLrdent population. That high percentage of SWDS is reflected in the various exceptionalities, including studenls with signafcanl
cognitive delays. ln addition, the strength of our programming and the number of classes and seNices avaalable for this population
draws a larger number of families lo our area than is typical.

b. lf appticable, briefly describe howa sma [[ overa U student enroUment in the school system
contributes to the Iiketihood that even a smat[ number of students found etigibte to participate in
an atternate assessment woutd resutt in a participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Exampte:

The totat tested population is less than 300 and the totaI number of students participating in the
alternate assessment is 3 or [ess.):

c. lf applicable, briefly describe other or additional justification of variables that may contribute to
the schooI system's atternate assessment participation rate in excess of '1.0 percent:

2. The school system verifies that att students participating in the atternate assessment meet
Louisiana's participation criteria as outtined in State Board of Etementary and Secondary Education
(BESE) Buttetin 1530-Louisia na's IEP Handbook for Students with Exceptionatities.

By submitting this form, the schooI system assures that the foltowing actions are being taken to
compty with the 170 participation cap threshotd:

a. Review of Student Records

Louisiana Depadment ot Educ6tion
doe-lou siana-8ov I p.O. Box 94064. Baton Rouge, LA . 70904_9064

Etementary
SchooI
Stu de nts

156 156 0 N/A

Number of
Reviewed
Student
Records

Number of Records
Non-Compliant with
Etigibitity Criteria

Corrective
Actions Taken (lf

Appticabte)

PaEe 2

Number of Records
Compliant with

Eligibility Criteria



Middte Schoot
Students

130 0 N/A

High School
Stu de nts

202 202 N/A

Total Number
of Fites

488 488 0 N/A

b. The schoot system assures that any disproportiona tity in the percentage of students in any
subgroup participating in the alternate assessment witI be addressed through strategic
actions. (Examptes: lnctuding a[[ stakehotders in decision-making, conducting annuaI
reviews, addressing the unique needs of Engtish Learners (ELs), continuing
education/professionatdevelopment, reviewing criteria/state guidance for the alternate
assessment quatif ication).

*Required signatures. OriginaI signatures shoutd be kept on file at the schooI system.

To submit this iustification form, please sign and uptoad to the DM FTP by Aptillz,2024.

Louisiana Department oI Education

SpecitI Education Lpa*Krr*, J
dA ministrator Signature*: Date:

4q-q-lol
P;"H;;",

Kerri Soo, Director of Students with Exceptionalities 4t9t2024

Superintendent / Charter Lead Administrator Signature* Date:

Printed Name

Frank Jabbia, Superintendent

doe.touisiana I P.O. Box 94064' Baton Rouge, LA' 70804'9064 Page 3
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LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF 

EDUCATION 

Division of Diverse Learners 

Alternate Assessment 
Participation Review Process 

School System Participation Justification 
The Department is providing 2022-2023 school year alternate assessment data to school systems for 
review. If your school system assessed more than 1.0 percent of students using an alternate assessment 
in the 2022-2023 school year, we anticipated that your school system assessed more than 1.0 percent of 
students with an alternate assessment in the 2023-2024 school year. School systems that exceeded the 
1.0 percent threshold must complete an alternate assessment justification and request a review of data 
and procedures related to alternate state assessments. The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires 
the Department to make these justifications publicly available, provided that personally identifiable 
information about an individual student is not revealed. 

School System Name: 
Enter the percentage of students who participated in the alternate assessment during the 2022-2023 
school year. This information was disseminated to your school system via FTP on or before March 25, 
2024. 

LEAP Connect Participation by Subject 
Participation Percentage 

for SY 2022-2023 

ELA: LEAP Connect Participation 97.9 % 

Math: LEAP Connect Participation 97.8 % 

Science: LEAP Connect Participation 97.9 % 

1. Explain why the alternate assessment participation rate of 1.0 percent was exceeded for the 2022-
2023 school year. School systems must select Not Applicable (NA) or Applicable (A) for each option 
below. Applicable must be chosen for at least one of the following and may be chosen for more than 
one of the following options: 

If applicable, provide a brief description with supporting data that identifies specific programs or 
circumstances within the school system that may contribute to higher enrollments of students 
identified with significant cognitive disabilities that would result in an alternate assessment 
participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example: The school system has schools, community 

Louisiana Department of Education 

doe.louisiana.gov I P.O. Box 94064 • Baton Rouge, LA· 70804-9064 Page 1 



A 

A [jc. 

and/or health facilities that draw large numbers of students with significant cognitive 
disabilities.): 

Beauregard is adjacent to Ft. Johnson and a large school district (Calcasieu). 

If applicable, briefly describe how a small overall student enrollment in the school system 
contributes to the likelihood that even a small number of students found eligible to participate in 
an alternate assessment would result in a participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example: 
The total tested population is less than 300 and the total number of students participating in the 
alternate assessment is 3 or less.): 

If applicable, briefly describe other or additional justification of variables that may contribute to 
the school system's alternate assessment participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent: 

2. The school system verifies that all students participating in the alternate assessment meet 
Louisiana's participation criteria as outlined in State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education 
(BESE) Bulletin 1530-Louisiana's IEP Handbook for Students with Exceptionalities. 

By submitting this form, the school system assures that the following actions are being taken to 
comply with the 1% participation cap threshold: 

a. Review of Student Records 

Number of - . -
R . d Number of Records Number of Records Correct1ve 
;t~wet Compliant with Non-Compliant with Actions Taken (If 

R 
u edn Eligibility Criteria Eligibility Criteria Applicable) 

Elementary 
School 
Students 

6 
ecor s 

Louisiana Department of Education 

6 

doe.louisiana.gov I P.O. Box 94064 • Baton Rouge, LA· 70804-9064 Page 2 



Middle School 26 26 
Students 

High School 24 24 
Students 

Total Number 56 56 
of Files 

b. The school system assures that any disproportionality in the percentage of students in any 
subgroup participating in the alternate assessment will be addressed through strategic 
actions. (Examples: Including all stakeholders in decision-making, conducting annual 
reviews, addressing the unique needs of English Learners (ELs), continuing 
education/professional development, reviewing criteria/state guidance for the alternate 
assessment qualification). 

inistrator Signature*: 

Printed Name: 
Mac Spikes 

Superintendent I Charter Lead Administrator Signature*: 

Printed Name: 
Larry Hollie 

Date: 
4/11/2024 

Date: 
4/11/2024 

*Required signatures. Original signatures should be kept on file at the school sys em. 

To submit this justification form, please sign and upload to the DM FTP by April12, 2024. 

Louisiana Department of Education 
doe.louisiana.gov I P.O. Box 94064 • Baton Rouge, LA· 70804-9064 Page 3 



Division of Diverse Learners 

Alternate Assessment 
Participation Review Process 

School System Participation Justification 
The Department is providing 2022-2023 school year alternate assessment data to school systems for 
review. If your school system assessed more than 1.0 percent of students using an alternate assessment 
in the 2022-2023 school year, we anticipated that your school system assessed more than 1.0 percent of 
students with an alternate assessment in the 2023-2024 school year. School systems that exceeded the 
1.0 percent threshold must complete an alternate assessment justification and request a review of data 
and procedures related to alternate state assessments. The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires 
the Department to make these justifications publicly available, provided that personally identifiable 
information about an individual student is not revealed. 

School System Name: Franklin Parish School Board 
Enter the percentage of students who participated in the alternate assessment during the 2022-2023 
school year. This information was disseminated to your school system via FTP on or before March 25, 
2024. 

LEAP Connect Participation by Subject 
Participation Percentage 

for SY 2022-2023 

ELA: LEAP Connect Participation 2.7 % 

Math: LEAP Connect Participation 2.6 % 

Science: LEAP Connect Participation 1.3 % 

1. Explain why the alternate assessment participation rate of 1.0 percent was exceeded for the 2022-
2023 school year. School systems must select Not Applicable (NA) or Applicable (A) for each option 
below. Applicable must be chosen for at least one of the following and may be chosen for more than 
one of the following options: 

A a. If applicable, provide a brief description with supporting data that identifies specific programs or 
circumstances within the school system that may contribute to higher enrollments of students 
identified with significant cognitive disabilities that would result in an alternate assessment 
participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example: The school system has schools, community 

Louisiana Department of Education 
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A 

A 

and/or health facilities that draw large numbers of students with significant cognitive 
disabilities.): 

!)w..... ~ ~""\ 0-- r~ cL~-\-(\U-1 Duf <;c.hool~ (U"'L 

...µ,,,,_ lm.'j L'lrf\ ..\w,,t c,,.....-,. ~ch__ WMt¼ h, . . . 
s~ w,+h. ~~A~ ~-hv-<.. d.isa.6LL114-o. 

b. If applicable, briefly describe how a small overall student enrollment in the school system 
contributes to the likelihood that even a small number of students found eligible to participate in 
an alternate assessment would result in a participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example: 
The total tested population is less than 300 and the total number of students participating in the 
alternate assessment is 3 or less.): 

7k.- C>~ ~\~ o~ ov...r CSth\!:>C\.~~ \'S 

~2..\.DOC ov--d-_-t<-L -\-o-\e,...l_ ~ o(}. ~ 
~~~ ~ ~t.thl ..t_olu.~m ~·u.c i$ 

/V'oCD~+t-v-c ,~ CL ~~h~ ~ 
~ s~ n~bu--- o~ s~~ \.UJ~ bL tu.I'd 
~ 'r64_ Tu pe>--"TfLlfAfL '" ~ ~ Q.SCL~~~ 

c. If applicable, briefly describe other or additional justification of variables that may contribute to 
the school system's alternate assessment participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent: 

~ ~t>"\~ tR, ~ \~ w~Y' b\.U"" c:;l..c·~rc;t 
~ Wbu.W-:: -\elk~ r ~ CVY.).VY)~+s ~ 
~~r--~ 1'\) ~ friv~ ~Chro\~ or h~ ~chool 

fv\:>?OJ'v\.S W~\h b\.U'" LG-A.~~ 1-t't-<S ~ 
,s ~ lA.- ,\vw____ f.Q.("-R-~Wi'6Y1 o.P +k-fo~h 
~ ~ p\}<;V\ b '\.c_ <;.~, 

2. The school systerfl verifies that all students participating in the alternate assessment meet 
Louisiana's participation criteria as outlined in State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education 
(BESE) Bulletin 1530-Louisiana's IEP Handbook for Students with Exceptionalities. 

By submitting this form, the school system assures that the following actions are being taken to 
comply with the 1% participation cap threshold: 

a. Review of Student Records 

Number of . 
R . d Number of Records Number of Records Corrective ;t~wet Compliant with Non-Compliant with Actions Taken (If 

R 
u edn Eligibility Criteria Eligibility Criteria Applicable) 

Elementary 
School 
Students 

7 

ecor s 

Louisiana Department of Education 

7 

doe.louisiana.gov I P.O. Box 94064 · Baton Rouge, LA· 70804-9064 

0 N/A 

Page2 



Middle School 24 24 0 N/A 
Students 

High School 7 7 0 N/A 
Students 

Total Number 38 38 0 N/A 
of Files 

b. The school system assures that any disproportionality in the percentage of students in any 
subgroup participating in the alternate assessment will be addressed through strategic 
actions. (Examples: Including all stakeholders in decision-making, conducting annual 
reviews, addressing the unique needs of English Learners (Els), continuing 
education/professional development, reviewing criteria/state guidance for the alternate 
assessment qualification). 

Special ducation Lead Administrator Signature*: Date: 

Printed Name: 
Rebecca Huff 

2f-/ 
Printed Name: 

John Gullatt 

*Required signatures. Original signatures should be kept on file at the school system. 

To submit this justification form, please sign and upload to the DM FTP by April 12, 2024. 
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Alternate Assessment 
Participation Review Process 

School System Participation Justification 
The Department is providing 2022-2023 school year alternate assessment data to school systems for 
review. If your school system assessed more than 1.0 percent of students using an alternate assessment 
in the 2022-2023 school year, we anticipated that your school system assessed more than 1.0 percent of 
students with an alternate assessment in the 2023-2024 school year. School systems that exceeded the 
1.0 percent threshold must complete an alternate assessment justification and request a review of data 
and procedures related to alternate state assessments. The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires 
the Department to make these justifications publicly available, provided that personally identifiable 
information about an individual student is not revealed.  

School System Name: 
Enter the percentage of students who participated in the alternate assessment during the 2022-2023 
school year. This information was disseminated to your school system via FTP on or before March 25, 
2024. 

LEAP Connect Participation by Subject Participation Percentage 
for SY 2022-2023 

ELA: LEAP Connect Participation   % 

Math: LEAP Connect Participation  % 

Science: LEAP Connect Participation  % 

1. Explain why the alternate assessment participation rate of 1.0 percent was exceeded for the 2022-
2023 school year. School systems must select Not Applicable (NA) or Applicable (A) for each option
below. Applicable must be chosen for at least one of the following and may be chosen for more than
one of the following options:

a. If applicable, provide a brief description with supporting data that identifies specific programs or
circumstances within the school system that may contribute to higher enrollments of students
identified with significant cognitive disabilities that would result in an alternate assessment
participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example: The school system has schools, community
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b. If applicable, briefly describe how a small overall student enrollment in the school system
contributes to the likelihood that even a small number of students found eligible to participate in
an alternate assessment would result in a participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example:
The total tested population is less than 300 and the total number of students participating in the
alternate assessment is 3 or less.):

c. If applicable, briefly describe other or additional justification of variables that may contribute to
the school system’s alternate assessment participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent:

2. The school system verifies that all students participating in the alternate assessment meet
Louisiana’s participation criteria as outlined in State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education
(BESE) Bulletin 1530-Louisiana’s IEP Handbook for Students with Exceptionalities.

By submitting this form, the school system assures that the following actions are being taken to
comply with the 1% participation cap threshold:

a. Review of Student Records

Number of 
Reviewed 
Student 
Records 

Number of Records 
Compliant with 

Eligibility Criteria 

Number of Records 
Non-Compliant with 

Eligibility Criteria 

Corrective 
Actions Taken (If 

Applicable) 

Elementary 
School 
Students 

and/or health facilities that draw large numbers of students with significant cognitive 
disabilities.): 
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Middle School 
Students 

High School 
Students 

Total Number 
of Files 

b. The school system assures that any disproportionality in the percentage of students in any
subgroup participating in the alternate assessment will be addressed through strategic
actions. (Examples: Including all stakeholders in decision-making, conducting annual
reviews, addressing the unique needs of English Learners (ELs), continuing
education/professional development, reviewing criteria/state guidance for the alternate
assessment qualification).

Special Education Lead Administrator Signature*: Date: 

Printed Name: 

Superintendent / Charter Lead Administrator Signature*: Date: 

Printed Name: 

*Required signatures. Original signatures should be kept on file at the school system.

To submit this justification form, please sign and upload to the DM FTP by April 12, 2024. 

eciaaaaaaaaaaaaaaal EdEdEdEdEdEEdEEdEdEdEdEEEducuuuuuuuuuu ataaa iooooooooooon Lead A

nted Name:

erintendent / Ch

14

Shayla Guidry Hilaire

Dr. Avis Williams

14

04/11/2024















LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF 

'-=EDUCATION 

Division of Diverse Learners 

Alternate Assessment 
Part icipation Review Process 

School System Participation Justification 
The Department is providing 2022-2023 school year alternate assessment data to school systems for 
review. If your school system assessed more than 1.0 percent of students using an alternate assessment 
in the 2022-2023 school year, we anticipated that your school system assessed more than 1.0 percent of 
students with an alternate assessment in the 2023-2024 school year. School systems that exceeded the 
1.0 percent threshold must complete an alternate assessment justification and request a review of data 
and procedures related to alternate state assessments. The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires 
the Department to make these justifications publicly available, provided that personally identifiable 
information about an individual student is not revealed. 

School System Name: Acadia Parish 
Enter the percentage of students who participated in the alternate assessment during the 2022-2023 
school year. This information was disseminated to your school system via FTP on or before March 25, 
2024. 

LEAP Connect Participation by Subject 
Participation Percentage 

for SY 2022-2023 

ELA: LEAP Connect Participation 1.4 % 

Math: LEAP Connect Participation 1.4 % 

Science: LEAP Connect Participation 0.8 % 

1. Explain why the alternate assessment participation rate of 1.0 percent was exceeded for the 2022-
2023 school year. School systems must select Not Applicable (NA) or Applicable (A) for each option 
below. Applicable must be chosen for at least one of the following and may be chosen for more than 
one of the following options: 

A a. If applicable, provide a brief description with supporting data that identifies specific programs or 
circumstances within the school system that may contribute to higher enrollments of students 
identified with significant cognit ive disabilities that would result in an alternate assessment 
participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example: The school system has schools, community 

Louisiana Department of Education 
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1 

- - -- - - - - - - --

and/or health facilities that draw large numbers of students with significant cognitive 
disabilities.): 

We have several communities with concentrated populations of families with significant 
cognitive impairments . . 

NA b. If applicable, briefly describe how a small overall student enrollment in the school system 
contributes to the likelihood that even a small number of students found eligible to participate in 
an alternate assessment would result in a participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example: 
The total tested population is less than 300 and the total number of students participating in the 
alternate assessment is 3 or less.): 

NA c. If applicable, briefly describe other or additional justification of variables that may contribute to 
the school system's alternate assessment participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent: 

2. The school system verifies that all students participating in the alternate assessment meet 
Louisiana's participation criteria as outlined in State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education 
(BESE) Bulletin 1530-Louisiana's IEP Handbook for Students with Exceptionalities. 

By submitting this form, the school system assures that the following actions are being taken to 
comply with the 1% participation cap threshold: 

a. Review of Student Records 

Elementary 
School 
Students 

31 

Number of ' • · • • • • • -· •• ,: ._,.,._,"'. 
R . d Number of Records Number of Records Corrective • 
set~wet Compliant with Non-Compliant with Actions Taken (If :· 

R 
u edn Eligibility Criteria Eligibility Criteria Applicable) • 

ec~r s _ . _, " _ , ·- . _ :. 
31 0 N/A 

Louisiana Department of Education 
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- - - ---~- -- - - ------- -- --

Middle School 33 33 0 N/A 
Students 

High School 30 30 0 N/A 
Students 

Total Number 94 94 0 N/A 
of Files 

b. The school system assures that any disproportionality in the percentage of students in any 
subgroup participating in the alternate assessment will be addressed through strategic 
actions. (Examples: Including all stakeholders in decision-making, conducting annual 
reviews, addressing the unique needs of English Learners (Els), continuing 
education/professional development, reviewing criteria/state guidance for the alternate 
assessment qualification). 

Date: 
4/12/2024 

Printed 
Stacy Rachal 

Su inten ent / Ct"\arte~ L~ad Administrator Signature*: 

~ ,~ 
Date: 

4/12/2024 

Printed Name: 
Carol Tal l 

*Required signatures. Original signatures should be kept on file at the school system. 

To submit this justification form, please sign and upload to the DM FTP by April 12, 2024. 
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Alternate Assessment 
Participation Review Process 

 

School System Participation Justification 
The Department is providing 2022-2023 school year alternate assessment data to school systems for 
review. If your school system assessed more than 1.0 percent of students using an alternate assessment 
in the 2022-2023 school year, we anticipated that your school system assessed more than 1.0 percent of 
students with an alternate assessment in the 2023-2024 school year. School systems that exceeded the 
1.0 percent threshold must complete an alternate assessment justification and request a review of data 
and procedures related to alternate state assessments. The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires 
the Department to make these justifications publicly available, provided that personally identifiable 
information about an individual student is not revealed.  

School System Name:  
Enter the percentage of students who participated in the alternate assessment during the 2022-2023 
school year. This information was disseminated to your school system via FTP on or before March 25, 
2024. 

LEAP Connect Participation by Subject Participation Percentage 
for SY 2022-2023  

ELA: LEAP Connect Participation                      % 

Math: LEAP Connect Participation                     % 

Science: LEAP Connect Participation                     % 

1. Explain why the alternate assessment participation rate of 1.0 percent was exceeded for the 2022-
2023 school year. School systems must select Not Applicable (NA) or Applicable (A) for each option 
below. Applicable must be chosen for at least one of the following and may be chosen for more than 
one of the following options:  

a. If applicable, provide a brief description with supporting data that identifies specific programs or 
circumstances within the school system that may contribute to higher enrollments of students 
identified with significant cognitive disabilities that would result in an alternate assessment 
participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example: The school system has schools, community 

1.3
1.3
1.3

Redesign Schools Louisiana

A
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and/or health facilities that draw large numbers of students with significant cognitive 
disabilities.): 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

b. If applicable, briefly describe how a small overall student enrollment in the school system 
contributes to the likelihood that even a small number of students found eligible to participate in 
an alternate assessment would result in a participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example: 
The total tested population is less than 300 and the total number of students participating in the 
alternate assessment is 3 or less.): 

 

 

 

 

 

c. If applicable, briefly describe other or additional justification of variables that may contribute to 
the school system’s alternate assessment participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent: 

 

 

 

 

 

2. The school system verifies that all students participating in the alternate assessment meet 
Louisiana’s participation criteria as outlined in State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education 
(BESE) Bulletin 1530-Louisiana’s IEP Handbook for Students with Exceptionalities.  

By submitting this form, the school system assures that the following actions are being taken to 
comply with the 1% participation cap threshold:  

a. Review of Student Records 

 Number of 
Reviewed 
Student 
Records 

Number of Records 
Compliant with 

Eligibility Criteria 

Number of Records 
Non-Compliant with 

Eligibility Criteria 

Corrective 
Actions Taken (If 

Applicable) 

Elementary 
School 
Students 

    1 1 0 NA

Our district is small, with 1.3 participate rate and one student that exceeds the 1.0 participat

The total student population is small, therefore the students participating will be small.

No addiitonal justification needed.

A

A
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Middle School 
Students 

    

High School 
Students 

    

Total Number 
of Files 

    

b. The school system assures that any disproportionality in the percentage of students in any 
subgroup participating in the alternate assessment will be addressed through strategic 
actions. (Examples: Including all stakeholders in decision-making, conducting annual 
reviews, addressing the unique needs of English Learners (ELs), continuing 
education/professional development, reviewing criteria/state guidance for the alternate 
assessment qualification).  

 

Special Education Lead Administrator Signature*: Date: 

Printed Name:  

Superintendent / Charter Lead Administrator Signature*:  Date:  

Printed Name:  

*Required signatures. Original signatures should be kept on file at the school system.  

To submit this justification form, please sign and upload to the DM FTP by April 12, 2024. 

P i t d N

Superintendent / Charter Lea

NA

NA

1

Meta Johnson 4/12/2024

Meta Johnson

4/12/2024

Dr. Megan McNamara

NA NA

NANA

NA

NA

1 0 NA
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Division of Diverse Learners 

 

Alternate Assessment 
Participation Review Process 

 

School System Participation Justification 
The Department is providing 2022-2023 school year alternate assessment data to school systems for 
review. If your school system assessed more than 1.0 percent of students using an alternate assessment 
in the 2022-2023 school year, we anticipated that your school system assessed more than 1.0 percent of 
students with an alternate assessment in the 2023-2024 school year. School systems that exceeded the 
1.0 percent threshold must complete an alternate assessment justification and request a review of data 
and procedures related to alternate state assessments. The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires 
the Department to make these justifications publicly available, provided that personally identifiable 
information about an individual student is not revealed. 

 

School System Name: Community Academies of New Orleans: Esperanza Charter School 
Enter the percentage of students who participated in the alternate assessment during the 2022-2023 
school year. This information was disseminated to your school system via FTP on or before March 25, 
2024. 

 

 
LEAP Connect Participation by Subject Participation Percentage 

for SY 2022-2023 

ELA: LEAP Connect Participation 1.1 % 

Math: LEAP Connect Participation 1.1 % 

Science: LEAP Connect Participation .3 % 

 
1. Explain why the alternate assessment participation rate of 1.0 percent was exceeded for the 2022- 

2023 school year. School systems must select Not Applicable (NA) or Applicable (A) for each option 
below. Applicable must be chosen for at least one of the following and may be chosen for more than 
one of the following options: 

NA a. If applicable, provide a brief description with supporting data that identifies specific programs or 
circumstances within the school system that may contribute to higher enrollments of students 
identified with significant cognitive disabilities that would result in an alternate assessment 
participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example: The school system has schools, community 
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and/or health facilities that draw large numbers of students with significant cognitive 
disabilities.): 

 
 
A b. If applicable, briefly describe how a small overall student enrollment in the school system 

contributes to the likelihood that even a small number of students found eligible to participate in 
an alternate assessment would result in a participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example: 
The total tested population is less than 300 and the total number of students participating in the 
alternate assessment is 3 or less.): 

   
  During the 2022-23 school year Esperanza had 4 students taking leap connect out of 353 total 

testers.  Of those 4, one student is currently enrolled in the LEA is actually attending a 
separate program for students with more significant disabilities as an IEP provided service. 

 
 
NA c. If applicable, briefly describe other or additional justification of variables that may contribute to 

the school system’s alternate assessment participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent: 
 

 
2. The school system verifies that all students participating in the alternate assessment meet 

Louisiana’s participation criteria as outlined in State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education 
(BESE) Bulletin 1530-Louisiana’s IEP Handbook for Students with Exceptionalities. 

By submitting this form, the school system assures that the following actions are being taken to 
comply with the 1% participation cap threshold: 

a. Review of Student Records 
 

 Number of 
Reviewed 
Student 
Records 

Number of Records 
Compliant with 

Eligibility Criteria 

Number of Records 
Non-Compliant with 
Eligibility Criteria 

Corrective 
Actions Taken (If 

Applicable) 

Elementary 
School 
Students 

0 0 0  

Middle School 
Students 6 6 0  

High School 
Students 0 0 0  

Total Number 
of Files 6 6 0  

  
b. The school system assures that any disproportionality in the percentage of students in any 

subgroup participating in the alternate assessment will be addressed through strategic 
actions. (Examples: Including all stakeholders in decision-making, conducting annual 
reviews, addressing the unique needs of English Learners (ELs), continuing 
education/professional development, reviewing criteria/state guidance for the alternate 
assessment qualification). 
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Special Education Lead Administrator Signature*: Date: 

Printed Name: Michael Vance 

Superintendent / Charter Lead Administrator Signature*: Date: 

Printed Name: Myrialis King 

 
*Required signatures. Original signatures should be kept on file at the school system. 

 

 
To submit this justification form, please sign and upload to the DM FTP by April 12, 2024. 

 
 

04/12/2024

04/12/2024
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Division of Diverse Learners 

 

Alternate Assessment 
Participation Review Process 

 

School System Participation Justification 
The Department is providing 2022-2023 school year alternate assessment data to school systems for 
review. If your school system assessed more than 1.0 percent of students using an alternate assessment 
in the 2022-2023 school year, we anticipated that your school system assessed more than 1.0 percent of 
students with an alternate assessment in the 2023-2024 school year. School systems that exceeded the 
1.0 percent threshold must complete an alternate assessment justification and request a review of data 
and procedures related to alternate state assessments. The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires 
the Department to make these justifications publicly available, provided that personally identifiable 
information about an individual student is not revealed. 

 

School System Name: Community Academies of New Orleans: Foundation Prep Academy 
Enter the percentage of students who participated in the alternate assessment during the 2022-2023 
school year. This information was disseminated to your school system via FTP on or before March 25, 
2024. 

 

 
LEAP Connect Participation by Subject Participation Percentage 

for SY 2022-2023 

ELA: LEAP Connect Participation 4.4 % 

Math: LEAP Connect Participation 4.4 % 

Science: LEAP Connect Participation .7 % 

 
1. Explain why the alternate assessment participation rate of 1.0 percent was exceeded for the 2022- 

2023 school year. School systems must select Not Applicable (NA) or Applicable (A) for each option 
below. Applicable must be chosen for at least one of the following and may be chosen for more than 
one of the following options: 

A a. If applicable, provide a brief description with supporting data that identifies specific programs or 
circumstances within the school system that may contribute to higher enrollments of students 
identified with significant cognitive disabilities that would result in an alternate assessment 
participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example: The school system has schools, community 



Louisiana Department of Education 
doe.louisiana.gov | P.O. Box 94064 • Baton Rouge, LA • 70804-9064 Page 2 

 

 

 

 
and/or health facilities that draw large numbers of students with significant cognitive 
disabilities.): 
 
The current enrollment at Foundation Prep was partially composed of students from two schools 
that merged.  One of the schools aimed to specialize in instruction of students with special 
education needs and advertised accordingly.  Continued reputation and an open enrollment 
system has led to a greater than typical number of students with low incidence disabilities. 

 
A b. If applicable, briefly describe how a small overall student enrollment in the school system 

contributes to the likelihood that even a small number of students found eligible to participate in 
an alternate assessment would result in a participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example: 
The total tested population is less than 300 and the total number of students participating in the 
alternate assessment is 3 or less.): 

 
  During the 2022-23 school year, the total tested population of FPA is 159.  Of those, 7 were 

eligible for Connect Testing. 
 
 
NA c. If applicable, briefly describe other or additional justification of variables that may contribute to 

the school system’s alternate assessment participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent: 
 

 
2. The school system verifies that all students participating in the alternate assessment meet 

Louisiana’s participation criteria as outlined in State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education 
(BESE) Bulletin 1530-Louisiana’s IEP Handbook for Students with Exceptionalities. 

By submitting this form, the school system assures that the following actions are being taken to 
comply with the 1% participation cap threshold: 

a. Review of Student Records 
 

 Number of 
Reviewed 
Student 
Records 

Number of Records 
Compliant with 

Eligibility Criteria 

Number of Records 
Non-Compliant with 
Eligibility Criteria 

Corrective 
Actions Taken (If 

Applicable) 

Elementary 
School 
Students 

1 1 0  
 

Middle School 
Students 4 4 0  

High School 
Students 0 0 0  

Total Number 
of Files 5 5 0  
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b. The school system assures that any disproportionality in the percentage of students in any 

subgroup participating in the alternate assessment will be addressed through strategic 
actions. (Examples: Including all stakeholders in decision-making, conducting annual 
reviews, addressing the unique needs of English Learners (ELs), continuing 
education/professional development, reviewing criteria/state guidance for the alternate 
assessment qualification). 

 
 

Special Education Lead Administrator Signature*: Date: 

Printed Name: Michael Vance 

Superintendent / Charter Lead Administrator Signature*: Date: 

Printed Name: Myrialis King 

 
*Required signatures. Original signatures should be kept on file at the school system. 

 

 
To submit this justification form, please sign and upload to the DM FTP by April 12, 2024. 

04/12/2024

04/12/2024
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Alternate Assessment 
Participation Review Process 

 

School System Participation Justification 
The Department is providing 2022-2023 school year alternate assessment data to school systems for 
review. If your school system assessed more than 1.0 percent of students using an alternate assessment 
in the 2022-2023 school year, we anticipated that your school system assessed more than 1.0 percent of 
students with an alternate assessment in the 2023-2024 school year. School systems that exceeded the 
1.0 percent threshold must complete an alternate assessment justification and request a review of data 
and procedures related to alternate state assessments. The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires 
the Department to make these justifications publicly available, provided that personally identifiable 
information about an individual student is not revealed.  

School System Name:  
Enter the percentage of students who participated in the alternate assessment during the 2022-2023 
school year. This information was disseminated to your school system via FTP on or before March 25, 
2024. 

LEAP Connect Participation by Subject Participation Percentage 
for SY 2022-2023  

ELA: LEAP Connect Participation                      % 

Math: LEAP Connect Participation                     % 

Science: LEAP Connect Participation                     % 

1. Explain why the alternate assessment participation rate of 1.0 percent was exceeded for the 2022-
2023 school year. School systems must select Not Applicable (NA) or Applicable (A) for each option 
below. Applicable must be chosen for at least one of the following and may be chosen for more than 
one of the following options:  

a. If applicable, provide a brief description with supporting data that identifies specific programs or 
circumstances within the school system that may contribute to higher enrollments of students 
identified with significant cognitive disabilities that would result in an alternate assessment 
participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example: The school system has schools, community 

75.9
75.9
80.0

Pointe Coupee Parish Schools

NA
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and/or health facilities that draw large numbers of students with significant cognitive 
disabilities.): 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

b. If applicable, briefly describe how a small overall student enrollment in the school system 
contributes to the likelihood that even a small number of students found eligible to participate in 
an alternate assessment would result in a participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example: 
The total tested population is less than 300 and the total number of students participating in the 
alternate assessment is 3 or less.): 

 

 

 

 

 

c. If applicable, briefly describe other or additional justification of variables that may contribute to 
the school system’s alternate assessment participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent: 

 

 

 

 

 

2. The school system verifies that all students participating in the alternate assessment meet 
Louisiana’s participation criteria as outlined in State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education 
(BESE) Bulletin 1530-Louisiana’s IEP Handbook for Students with Exceptionalities.  

By submitting this form, the school system assures that the following actions are being taken to 
comply with the 1% participation cap threshold:  

a. Review of Student Records 

 Number of 
Reviewed 
Student 
Records 

Number of Records 
Compliant with 

Eligibility Criteria 

Number of Records 
Non-Compliant with 

Eligibility Criteria 

Corrective 
Actions Taken (If 

Applicable) 

Elementary 
School 
Students 

    8 8 0

NA

NA
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Middle School 
Students 

    

High School 
Students 

    

Total Number 
of Files 

    

 

b. The school system assures that any disproportionality in the percentage of students in any 
subgroup participating in the alternate assessment will be addressed through strategic 
actions. (Examples: Including all stakeholders in decision-making, conducting annual 
reviews, addressing the unique needs of English Learners (ELs), continuing 
education/professional development, reviewing criteria/state guidance for the alternate 
assessment qualification).  

 

Special Education Lead Administrator Signature*: Date: 

Printed Name:  

Superintendent / Charter Lead Administrator Signature*:  Date:  

Printed Name:  

 

*Required signatures. Original signatures should be kept on file at the school system.  

 

To submit this justification form, please sign and upload to the DM FTP by April 12, 2024. 

9

5

22

Mary B. Wells

Kim Canezaro

9 0

05

22 0



Louisiana Department of Education 
doe.louisiana.gov | P.O. Box 94064 • Baton Rouge, LA • 70804-9064 Page 1 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Division of Diverse Learners 

 

Alternate Assessment 
Participation Review Process 

 

School System Participation Justification 
The Department is providing 2022-2023 school year alternate assessment data to school systems for 
review. If your school system assessed more than 1.0 percent of students using an alternate assessment 
in the 2022-2023 school year, we anticipated that your school system assessed more than 1.0 percent of 
students with an alternate assessment in the 2023-2024 school year. School systems that exceeded the 
1.0 percent threshold must complete an alternate assessment justification and request a review of data 
and procedures related to alternate state assessments. The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires 
the Department to make these justifications publicly available, provided that personally identifiable 
information about an individual student is not revealed. 

 

School System Name: Community Academies of New Orleans: Lafayette Academy Charter 
School 

Enter the percentage of students who participated in the alternate assessment during the 2022-2023 
school year. This information was disseminated to your school system via FTP on or before March 25, 
2024. 

 

 
LEAP Connect Participation by Subject Participation Percentage 

for SY 2022-2023 

ELA: LEAP Connect Participation 2.2 % 

Math: LEAP Connect Participation 2.2 % 

Science: LEAP Connect Participation 1.4 % 

 
1. Explain why the alternate assessment participation rate of 1.0 percent was exceeded for the 2022- 

2023 school year. School systems must select Not Applicable (NA) or Applicable (A) for each option 
below. Applicable must be chosen for at least one of the following and may be chosen for more than 
one of the following options: 

A a. If applicable, provide a brief description with supporting data that identifies specific programs or 
circumstances within the school system that may contribute to higher enrollments of students 
identified with significant cognitive disabilities that would result in an alternate assessment 
participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example: The school system has schools, community 
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and/or health facilities that draw large numbers of students with significant cognitive 
disabilities.): 
 
The school exists within an open enrollment system and has a history of having self-contained 
programming.  Due to this, and a truly open enrollment policy (without caps), the school serves 
more than typical numbers of students with significant cognitive disabilities. 

 
A b. If applicable, briefly describe how a small overall student enrollment in the school system 

contributes to the likelihood that even a small number of students found eligible to participate in 
an alternate assessment would result in a participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example: 
The total tested population is less than 300 and the total number of students participating in the 
alternate assessment is 3 or less.): 

 
  The school had 8 students on a connect path out of 357 eligible testers during the 

2022-23 school year.  During the 2023-24 school year the school was on track to have a 
similar percentage. 

 
NA c. If applicable, briefly describe other or additional justification of variables that may contribute to 

the school system’s alternate assessment participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent: 

 
2. The school system verifies that all students participating in the alternate assessment meet 

Louisiana’s participation criteria as outlined in State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education 
(BESE) Bulletin 1530-Louisiana’s IEP Handbook for Students with Exceptionalities. 

By submitting this form, the school system assures that the following actions are being taken to 
comply with the 1% participation cap threshold: 

a. Review of Student Records 
 

 Number of 
Reviewed 
Student 
Records 

Number of Records 
Compliant with 

Eligibility Criteria 

Number of Records 
Non-Compliant with 
Eligibility Criteria 

Corrective 
Actions Taken (If 

Applicable) 

Elementary 
School 
Students 

3 3 0  

Middle School 
Students 5 5 0  

High School 
Students 0 0 0  

Total Number 
of Files 8 8 0  
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b. The school system assures that any disproportionality in the percentage of students in any 

subgroup participating in the alternate assessment will be addressed through strategic 
actions. (Examples: Including all stakeholders in decision-making, conducting annual 
reviews, addressing the unique needs of English Learners (ELs), continuing 
education/professional development, reviewing criteria/state guidance for the alternate 
assessment qualification). 

 
 

Special Education Lead Administrator Signature*: Date: 

Printed Name: Michael Vance 

Superintendent / Charter Lead Administrator Signature*: Date: 

Printed Name: Myrialis King 

 
*Required signatures. Original signatures should be kept on file at the school system. 

 

 
To submit this justification form, please sign and upload to the DM FTP by April 12, 2024. 

04/12/2024

04/12/2024











Division of Diverse Learners

Atternate Assessment
Participation Review Process

School System Participation Justification
The Department is providing 2022-2023 school year atternate assessment data to school systems for
review. lf your school system assessed more than 1.0 percent of students using an alternate
assessment in the 2022-2023 schoolyear, we anticipated that your schootsystem assessed more than
1.0 percent of students with an alternate assessment in the2O23-2024 school year. School systems
that exceeded the 1.0 percent threshold must comptete an alternate assessment justification and
request a review of data and procedures related to alternate state assessments. The Every Student
Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires the Department to make these justif ications pubticty availabte, provided
that personatty identifiabte information about an individual student is not reveated.

School System Name:
Enter the percentage of students who participated in the atternate assessment during the
2022-2023 schootyear. This information was disseminated to your school system via FTP on or
before March 25, 2024.

1. Explain why the alternate assessment participation rate of 1.0 percent was exceeded for lhe 2022- 2023
school year. School systems must select Not Applicable (NA) or Applicable (A) for each option below.

Applicable must be chosen for at least one of the following and may be chosen for more than one of the
following options:

a. lf applicable, provide a brief description with supporting data that identifies specific programs or
circumstances within the school system that may contribute to higher enrollments of students identified

with significant cognitive disabilities that would result in an alternate assessment participation rate in

excess of 1.0 percent. (Example: The school system has schools, community and/or health facilities that

draw large numbers of students with significant cognitive disabilities.): NA

Louisiana Department of Education

doe.touisiana.gov I P.O. Box 94064. Baton Rouge, LA'70804-9064

2.4 o/o

2.4 o/o

1.1%

ELA: LEAP Connect Participation

Math: LEAP Connect Participation

Science: LEAP Connect Participation

LEAP Connect Participation by Subject Participation Percentage
for SY 2022-2023



b. lf applicable, briefly describe how a small overall student enrollment in the school system contributes
to the likelihood that even a small number of students found eligible to participate in an alternate
assessment would result in a participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example: The total tested
population is less than 300 and the total number of students participating in the alternate assessment is

3 or less.): NA

c. lf applicabte, brief [y describe other or additional justification of variables that may contribute to the
school system's alternate assessment participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent:

The SLP school district has a large number of students whose cognitive abilities are within the
significantly.impaired range. However, this is not the single determining factor for alternate
assessment. Multiple sources of data are utilized by the IEP team when considering the
determination for an alternate assessment. This thorough review of data includes evaluations,
classroom performance, input from parents/teacher/therapist, and performance on previous
state assessments. The nature of the student's disability and the data review assist the IEP team
in making this determination. District personnel receive training at various times throughout the
school year to not only discuss the alternate assessment criteria, but also other options for
student success by means of regular assessment. Although other options are available, the
majority of the IEP teams determine that the alternate assessment is the most appropriate
assessment to measure the student's progress toward state standards. This decision is
reviewed annually and is based on individual student needs. The district has procedural
safeguards in place which include annual internal monitoring of evaluations to ensure that
Louisiana Bulletin 1508 is adequately followed when identifying a student as a student with a
disability. ln addition, annual internal monitoring of IEP folders is conducted to maintain accuracy
of record keeping and data collection. When a team determines that a student will take the
alternate assessment, the IEP is reviewed by the special education department to guarantee
that students taking the alternate assessment indeed meet the criteria developed by the state.

2. The school system verifies that atI students participating in the alternate assessment meet
Louisiana's participation criteria as outlined in State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education
(BESE) Bultetin 1530-Louisiana's IEP Handbook for Students with Exceptionatities.

By submitting this form, the school system assures that the fottowing actions are being taken
to compty with the 1% participation cap threshotd:

a. Review of Student Records

Louisiana Department of Education

doe.touisiana.gov I P.O. Box 94064'Baton Rouge, LA' 70804-9064

Student exited
district; AA criteria
reviewed with teacher

3233Etementary
SchooI
Students

Number of
Reviewed
Student
Records

Number of
Records

Comptiant with
Etigibitity Criteria

Number of
Records

Non-Compliant
with Etigibitity

Criteria

Corrective
Actions Taken (lf

Appticabte)



NA

NA

NA

0

0

1

95

33

160

95

33

161

Middte
School
Students

High School
Students

Total
Number of
Files

b. The schoot system assures that any disproportionality in the percentage of students in
any subgroup participating in the atternate assessment witl be addressed through
strategic actions. (Examptes: lnctuding at[ stakehotders in decision-making, conducting
annua[ reviews, addressing the unique needs of English Learners (ELs), continuing
education/professionaI devetopment, reviewing criteria/state guidance for the
atternate assessment quatification).

Date: 4/12124

Printed Name: Alvado Wittis N ^(N,tn\n 0 ,),U.J\-..
Date:4/12/24

Printed Name: Mitton Batiste lll

SpeciaI Education Lead Administrator Signature*:

Supe rintendent / Charter ad Administrator Signature*:

lfiil^ AI

*Required signatures. Original signatures should be kept on fite at the schoot system.

To submit this justification form, ptease sign and uptoad to the DM FTP by Aprit 12,2024.
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~. i · LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF 

~EDUCATION 

Division of Diverse Learners 

Alternate Assessment 
Participation Review Process 

School System Participation Justification 
The Department is providing 2022-2023 school year alternate assessment data to school systems for 
review. If your school system assessed more than 1. 0 percent of students using an alternate assessment 
in the 2022-2023 school year, we anticipated that your school system assessed more than 1.0 percent of 
students with an alternate assessment in the 2023-2024 school year. School systems that exceeded the 
1.0 percent threshold must complete an alternate assessment justification and request a review of data 
and procedures related to alternate state assessments. The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires 
the Department to make these justifications publicly available, provided that personally identifiable 
information about an individual student is not revealed. 

School System Name: 
Enter the percentage of students who participated in the alternate assessment during the 2022-2023 
school year. This information was disseminated to your school system via FTP on or before March 25, 
2024. 

LEAP Connect Participation by Subject 
Participation Percentage 

for SY 2022-2023 

ELA: LEAP Connect Participation 100% 

Math: LEAP Connect Participation 100% 

Science: LEAP Connect Participation 100% 

1. Explain why the alternate assessment participation rate of 1.0 percent was exceeded for the 2022-
2023 school year. School systems must select Not Applicable (NA) or Applicable (A) for each option 
below. Applicable must be chosen for at least one of the following and may be chosen for more than 
one of the following options: 

a. If applicable, provide a brief description with supporting data that identifies specific programs or 
circumstances within the school system that may contribute to higher enrollments of students 
identified w ith significant cognitive disabilities that would result in an alternate assessment 
participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example: The school system has schools, community 

Louisiana Department of Education 
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and/or health facilities that draw large numbers of students with significant cognitive 
disabi lities.): 

According to district's evaluation process, all students are screened to rule out Intellectual Disabilities. If 

the screener results are low, a full IQ is administered and the resultant data is noted in eSER as well as 

the evaluation report. Checks and balances are part of the evaluation team process including weekly 

Evaluation Team Staffing meetings. The district does not take lightly the "labeling" of students as a child 

with a significant cognitive disability. 

b. If applicable, briefly describe how a small overall student enrollment in the school system 
contributes to the likelihood that even a small number of students found eligible to participate in 
an alternate assessment would result in a participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example: 
The total tested population is less than 300 and the total number of students participating in the 
alternate assessment is 3 or less.): N/A 

c. If applicable, briefly describe other or additional justification of variables that may contribute to 
the school system's alternate assessment participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent: N/A 

2. The school system verifies that all students participating in the alternate assessment meet 
Louisiana's participation criteria as outlined in State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education 
(SESE) Bulletin 1530-Louisiana's IEP Handbook for Students with Exceptionalities. 

By submitting this form , the school system assures that the following actions are being taken to 
comply with the 1% participation cap threshold : 

a. Review of Student Records 

Louisiana Department of Education 
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Elementary 3 3 0 
School 
Students 

Middle School 
2 2 0 N/A 

Students 

High School 
2 2 0 N/A 

Students 

Total Number 
7 7 0 N/A 

of Files 

b. The school system assures that any disproportionality in the percentage of students in any 
subgroup participating in the alternate assessment will be addressed through strategic 
actions. (Examples: Including all stakeholders in decision-making, conducting annual 
reviews, addressing the unique needs of English Learners (Els), continuing 
education/professional development, reviewing criteria/state guidance for the alternate 
assessment qualification). 

Date: 

Frederick Wiltz 

*Required signatures. Original signatures should be kept on file at the school system. 

To submit this justification form , please sign and upload to the OM FTP by April12, 2024. 
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Louisiana Department of Education 
doe.louisiana.gov  |  P.O. Box 94064 •  Baton Rouge, LA •  70804-9064 Page 1 

Alternate Assessment 
Participation Review Process 

 

School System Participation Justification 
The Department is providing 2022-2023 school year alternate assessment data to school systems for 
review. If your school system assessed more than 1.0 percent of students using an alternate assessment 
in the 2022-2023 school year, we anticipated that your school system assessed more than 1.0 percent of 
students with an alternate assessment in the 2023-2024 school year. School systems that exceeded the 
1.0 percent threshold must complete an alternate assessment justification and request a review of data 
and procedures related to alternate state assessments. The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires 
the Department to make these justifications publicly available, provided that personally identifiable 
information about an individual student is not revealed.  

School System Name:  
Enter the percentage of students who participated in the alternate assessment during the 2022-2023 
school year. This information was disseminated to your school system via FTP on or before March 25, 
2024. 

LEAP Connect Participation by Subject Participation Percentage 
for SY 2022-2023  

ELA: LEAP Connect Participation                      % 

Math: LEAP Connect Participation                     % 

Science: LEAP Connect Participation                     % 

1. Explain why the alternate assessment participation rate of 1.0 percent was exceeded for the 2022-
2023 school year. School systems must select Not Applicable (NA) or Applicable (A) for each option 
below. Applicable must be chosen for at least one of the following and may be chosen for more than 
one of the following options:  

a. If applicable, provide a brief description with supporting data that identifies specific programs or 
circumstances within the school system that may contribute to higher enrollments of students 
identified with significant cognitive disabilities that would result in an alternate assessment 
participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example: The school system has schools, community 

1.22
1.22
0.457

Linwood Public Charter School

NA
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and/or health facilities that draw large numbers of students with significant cognitive 
disabilities.): 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

b. If applicable, briefly describe how a small overall student enrollment in the school system 
contributes to the likelihood that even a small number of students found eligible to participate in 
an alternate assessment would result in a participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example: 
The total tested population is less than 300 and the total number of students participating in the 
alternate assessment is 3 or less.): 

 

 

 

 

 

c. If applicable, briefly describe other or additional justification of variables that may contribute to 
the school system’s alternate assessment participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent: 

 

 

 

 

 

2. The school system verifies that all students participating in the alternate assessment meet 
Louisiana’s participation criteria as outlined in State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education 
(BESE) Bulletin 1530-Louisiana’s IEP Handbook for Students with Exceptionalities.  

By submitting this form, the school system assures that the following actions are being taken to 
comply with the 1% participation cap threshold:  

a. Review of Student Records 

 Number of 
Reviewed 
Student 
Records 

Number of Records 
Compliant with 

Eligibility Criteria 

Number of Records 
Non-Compliant with 

Eligibility Criteria 

Corrective 
Actions Taken (If 

Applicable) 

Elementary 
School 
Students 

    2 2 0 N/A

The charter school system draws several students with significant cognitive disabilities durin

Evaluations completed by Caddo Parish Pupil Appraisal during the 22-23 school year contri

NA

NA
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Middle School 
Students 

    

High School 
Students 

    

Total Number 
of Files 

    

 

b. The school system assures that any disproportionality in the percentage of students in any 
subgroup participating in the alternate assessment will be addressed through strategic 
actions. (Examples: Including all stakeholders in decision-making, conducting annual 
reviews, addressing the unique needs of English Learners (ELs), continuing 
education/professional development, reviewing criteria/state guidance for the alternate 
assessment qualification).  

 

Special Education Lead Administrator Signature*: Date: 

Printed Name:  

Superintendent / Charter Lead Administrator Signature*:  Date:  

Printed Name:  

 

*Required signatures. Original signatures should be kept on file at the school system.  

 

To submit this justification form, please sign and upload to the DM FTP by April 12, 2024. 

6

0

8

4/11/2024

Marilyn Johnson

Dr. Staughton Jennings 4/11/2024

6 0 N/A

8 0 N/A
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Alternate Assessment 
Participation Review Process 

 

School System Participation Justification 
The Department is providing 2022-2023 school year alternate assessment data to school systems for 
review. If your school system assessed more than 1.0 percent of students using an alternate assessment 
in the 2022-2023 school year, we anticipated that your school system assessed more than 1.0 percent of 
students with an alternate assessment in the 2023-2024 school year. School systems that exceeded the 
1.0 percent threshold must complete an alternate assessment justification and request a review of data 
and procedures related to alternate state assessments. The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires 
the Department to make these justifications publicly available, provided that personally identifiable 
information about an individual student is not revealed.  

School System Name:  
Enter the percentage of students who participated in the alternate assessment during the 2022-2023 
school year. This information was disseminated to your school system via FTP on or before March 25, 
2024. 

LEAP Connect Participation by Subject Participation Percentage 
for SY 2022-2023  

ELA: LEAP Connect Participation                      % 

Math: LEAP Connect Participation                     % 

Science: LEAP Connect Participation                     % 

1. Explain why the alternate assessment participation rate of 1.0 percent was exceeded for the 2022-
2023 school year. School systems must select Not Applicable (NA) or Applicable (A) for each option 
below. Applicable must be chosen for at least one of the following and may be chosen for more than 
one of the following options:  

a. If applicable, provide a brief description with supporting data that identifies specific programs or 
circumstances within the school system that may contribute to higher enrollments of students 
identified with significant cognitive disabilities that would result in an alternate assessment 
participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example: The school system has schools, community 

2.2
2.2
.8

Sabine Parish School Board

NA
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and/or health facilities that draw large numbers of students with significant cognitive 
disabilities.): 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

b. If applicable, briefly describe how a small overall student enrollment in the school system 
contributes to the likelihood that even a small number of students found eligible to participate in 
an alternate assessment would result in a participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example: 
The total tested population is less than 300 and the total number of students participating in the 
alternate assessment is 3 or less.): 

 

 

 

 

 

c. If applicable, briefly describe other or additional justification of variables that may contribute to 
the school system’s alternate assessment participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent: 

 

 

 

 

 

2. The school system verifies that all students participating in the alternate assessment meet 
Louisiana’s participation criteria as outlined in State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education 
(BESE) Bulletin 1530-Louisiana’s IEP Handbook for Students with Exceptionalities.  

By submitting this form, the school system assures that the following actions are being taken to 
comply with the 1% participation cap threshold:  

a. Review of Student Records 

 Number of 
Reviewed 
Student 
Records 

Number of Records 
Compliant with 

Eligibility Criteria 

Number of Records 
Non-Compliant with 

Eligibility Criteria 

Corrective 
Actions Taken (If 

Applicable) 

Elementary 
School 
Students 

    

In our district, we have 10 schools; six of those schools have wither a 
self-contained sensory class or a life skill class that addresses those 
students with significant cognitive disabilities.

Three of the ten schools have a total enrollment of less than 300 and six of the ten 
schools have an enrollment of less than 400. This contributes to the more that 1% 
identified for alternate assessment.  This contributes to the more that 1% identified 
for alternate assessment.

Overall student population has decreased but SWD population has increased. The 
decline in overall population has been due to student movement into homeschool 
programs or the newly open private school in our parish. The district also has a high 
population of low socioeconomic families. Sabine also has an above average 
generational alcoholism and the use of street drugs such as methamphetamines. All 
schools in the Sabine school district are Title I eligible due to the high poverty level 
throughout the parish.

5 5 0 N/A

NA

NA
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Middle School 
Students 

    

High School 
Students 

    

Total Number 
of Files 

    

 

b. The school system assures that any disproportionality in the percentage of students in any 
subgroup participating in the alternate assessment will be addressed through strategic 
actions. (Examples: Including all stakeholders in decision-making, conducting annual 
reviews, addressing the unique needs of English Learners (ELs), continuing 
education/professional development, reviewing criteria/state guidance for the alternate 
assessment qualification).  

 

Special Education Lead Administrator Signature*: Date: 

Printed Name:  

Superintendent / Charter Lead Administrator Signature*:  Date:  

Printed Name:  

 

*Required signatures. Original signatures should be kept on file at the school system.  

 

To submit this justification form, please sign and upload to the DM FTP by April 12, 2024. 

10

5

20

Jamie Kelly

Shane Wright

10 0

05

N/A

N/A

20 0 N/A



Division of Diverse Learners  

Louisiana Department of Education 
doe.louisiana.gov  |  P.O. Box 94064 •  Baton Rouge, LA •  70804-9064 Page 1 

Alternate Assessment 
Participation Review Process 

 

School System Participation Justification 
The Department is providing 2022-2023 school year alternate assessment data to school systems for 
review. If your school system assessed more than 1.0 percent of students using an alternate assessment 
in the 2022-2023 school year, we anticipated that your school system assessed more than 1.0 percent of 
students with an alternate assessment in the 2023-2024 school year. School systems that exceeded the 
1.0 percent threshold must complete an alternate assessment justification and request a review of data 
and procedures related to alternate state assessments. The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires 
the Department to make these justifications publicly available, provided that personally identifiable 
information about an individual student is not revealed.  

School System Name:  
Enter the percentage of students who participated in the alternate assessment during the 2022-2023 
school year. This information was disseminated to your school system via FTP on or before March 25, 
2024. 

LEAP Connect Participation by Subject Participation Percentage 
for SY 2022-2023  

ELA: LEAP Connect Participation                      % 

Math: LEAP Connect Participation                     % 

Science: LEAP Connect Participation                     % 

1. Explain why the alternate assessment participation rate of 1.0 percent was exceeded for the 2022-
2023 school year. School systems must select Not Applicable (NA) or Applicable (A) for each option 
below. Applicable must be chosen for at least one of the following and may be chosen for more than 
one of the following options:  

a. If applicable, provide a brief description with supporting data that identifies specific programs or 
circumstances within the school system that may contribute to higher enrollments of students 
identified with significant cognitive disabilities that would result in an alternate assessment 
participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example: The school system has schools, community 

1.22
1.22
0.457

Linwood Public Charter School

NA
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and/or health facilities that draw large numbers of students with significant cognitive 
disabilities.): 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

b. If applicable, briefly describe how a small overall student enrollment in the school system 
contributes to the likelihood that even a small number of students found eligible to participate in 
an alternate assessment would result in a participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example: 
The total tested population is less than 300 and the total number of students participating in the 
alternate assessment is 3 or less.): 

 

 

 

 

 

c. If applicable, briefly describe other or additional justification of variables that may contribute to 
the school system’s alternate assessment participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent: 

 

 

 

 

 

2. The school system verifies that all students participating in the alternate assessment meet 
Louisiana’s participation criteria as outlined in State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education 
(BESE) Bulletin 1530-Louisiana’s IEP Handbook for Students with Exceptionalities.  

By submitting this form, the school system assures that the following actions are being taken to 
comply with the 1% participation cap threshold:  

a. Review of Student Records 

 Number of 
Reviewed 
Student 
Records 

Number of Records 
Compliant with 

Eligibility Criteria 

Number of Records 
Non-Compliant with 

Eligibility Criteria 

Corrective 
Actions Taken (If 

Applicable) 

Elementary 
School 
Students 

    2 2 0 N/A

The charter school system draws several students with significant cognitive disabilities durin

Evaluations completed by Caddo Parish Pupil Appraisal during the 22-23 school year contri

NA

NA
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Middle School 
Students 

    

High School 
Students 

    

Total Number 
of Files 

    

 

b. The school system assures that any disproportionality in the percentage of students in any 
subgroup participating in the alternate assessment will be addressed through strategic 
actions. (Examples: Including all stakeholders in decision-making, conducting annual 
reviews, addressing the unique needs of English Learners (ELs), continuing 
education/professional development, reviewing criteria/state guidance for the alternate 
assessment qualification).  

 

Special Education Lead Administrator Signature*: Date: 

Printed Name:  

Superintendent / Charter Lead Administrator Signature*:  Date:  

Printed Name:  

 

*Required signatures. Original signatures should be kept on file at the school system.  

 

To submit this justification form, please sign and upload to the DM FTP by April 12, 2024. 

6

0

8

4/11/2024

Marilyn Johnson

Dr. Staughton Jennings 4/11/2024

6 0 N/A

8 0 N/A



E tOUISIANA DEPARTI.{ENT OF

EDUCATION

Division of Diverse Learners

Alternate Assessment
Participation Review Process

Schoot System Participation Justification
The Department is providing 2A22-2O?3 school year alternate assessment data to schoo] systems for
review- lf your school system assessed more than 1.0 percent of students using an alternate assessment

in the 2o22-2}2g schoolyear, we anticipated that your schoolsystem assessed more than 1.0 percent of
students with an atterna[e assessment in the 2023-2A24 school year. Schoot systems that exceeded the

I.0 percent threshol,d must comptete an alternate assessment justification and request a review of data

and procedures related to alternate state assessments. The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires

the Department to make these justif ications pubticty available, provided that personalty identitiabte
information about an individuaI student is not revea[ed.

School System Name: Tenebonne Parish

Enter the percentage of students who participated in the alternate assessment during rhe2O22-?O23

schoot year. This iniormation was disseminated to your school system via FTP on or before March 25,

2024.

I Explain why the alternate assessment participation rate of 't.0 percent was exceeded for the 2a22-

ZO2S scnoJ[ year. School systems must select Not Appticable (NA) or Applicable (A) for each option
below. Appgiable must be chosen for at least one of the followlng and may be chosen for more than

one of thefollowing oPtions:

a. lf applicabte, provide a brlef descrlptlon wlth supporting data that identifies specif ic programs or

circumstances within the school system that may contribute to higher enroltments of students
identified with significant cognitive disabilities that would result in an alternate assessment
participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example: The school systern has schools, community

Loulsian6 O.partmont ot Educsllon
doe.louisiana.gov I P.O. Box 94064' Baton Roqge' tA ' 70804'9064

1.3 or/o

ELA: LEAP Connect ParticiPation

1.3 96Math: LEAP Connect ParticiPation

0.6 o/o
Science: LEAP Connect Participation

LEAP Connect Participation by Subiect
Participation Percentage

for SY 2O?2-?:O23

A

Page 1





NA

NA c.

and/or heatth facitities that draw [arge numbers of students with significant cognitive
disabitities.):

Thr Terobonno Perlsh Sehool DlsHet opcrater thc School for Excoptlonel
Ghltdron lor rtudents wlth rlgnltleent cognltlvc lmpelrmentr. Thr Altrnmte
Asseosmorrt partlclpatlon rato at thls school rlte ls 10096.

b !f apptlcable, briefly describe how a small overat[ student enrollment in the schoot system
contributes to the tiketihood that even a smatt number of students found etigible to participate in
an alternate assessment woutd resutt in a participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example:

The total tested poputation is less than 300 and the totat number of students participating in the

atternate assessment is 3 or less.):

lf appllcable, brielly descrlbe other or additionat iustiflcation of variables that may contribute to

the school system's alternate assessment participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent:

Z, The schoot system verifies that att students participating in the alternate assessment meet

Louisiana,s participation criteria as outtined in State Board of Etementary and Secondary Education

(BESE) Bultetin 1530-Louisiana's IEP Handbook for Students with Exceptionalities.

By submitting this form, the school system assures that the fotlowing actions are being taken to

comply with the l%o participation cap threshotd:

a. Review of Student Records

Louisiana Dca8rtment of Education

rloe.Eq :le.re-Eeu I P.O. Box 94064' Baton Ror.rge, LA' 70804'9064

01010Elementary
School
Students

Numberof
Reviewed
Student
Records

Numberof Records
Compliantwlth

Etigibility Griterla

Number of Recorde
Non-Compliant with
Etigibitity Griteria

Corrective
ActionsTaken (]f

Applicable)

Page2





Middte School
Students

10 10 0

High School
Students

10 0

TotaI Number
of Fites

30 30 30

b The school system assures that any disproportionaIity in the percentaSe of students in any

subgroup paiticipatinS in the alternate assessment witt be addressed through strateSic

acti6ns. iEiamples: ln-luding att stakeholders in decision-makinB, conducting annuaI

reviews, addressing the unique needs of Engtish Learners (ELs), continuing
education/professionat development, reviewint criteria/state guidance for the alternate

assessment quatif ication).

Date

2tl 4ad retun ar tto s ans igtot Lea duE caSpec Adm

Printed Name

Blaise Pellegrin

rte Date:
ll lo{

Lead Administrator SiSnature":tec

Aubrey Bubba Orgeron

"Required siSnatures. original signatures should be kept on fi[e at the school svstem.

To submit this iustification form, please sign and uptoad to the DM FTP by April 12, 2O24

Lorn3ian. DoPadm.nl ot Educ.llon
doe.louisiana.soe I P.O.8ox 94064' BEton Rou8o, LA' 70Eo4'9O64 Pag€ 3
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Printed Name:





 

 

 

Your form doesn’t allow more than one line of text. Here is the complete answer to question 1A. 

 

 

The school is an open-enrollment charter school, which means it takes all students, no matter their 
circumstance. We also believe in providing excellent programs to all of our special populations, 
especially our highest needs population. At Dorothy Height we have two self-contained classrooms, 
each staffed with a special education teacher and paraprofessionals to support our scholars whose 
exceptionalities range from mild-moderate-significantly impaired. We also partner with high needs 
programs across the city, for our scholars with the most significant exceptionalities to ensure they 
are being provided with the best education possible. As a result, this has drawn families to our 
school from across the city and can be the reason for our percentage exceeding 1.0 percent. To 
ensure all of our scholars do qualify, we have put in place various processes to review each 
evaluation each year. School based Directors of Special Education work in conjunction with me, the 
Network Director of Special Education, and our network wide evaluation team, to ensure each 
students evaluation is reviewed and that they qualify each year. 
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Alternate Assessment 
Participation Review Process 

 

School System Participation Justification 
The Department is providing 2022-2023 school year alternate assessment data to school systems for 
review. If your school system assessed more than 1.0 percent of students using an alternate assessment 
in the 2022-2023 school year, we anticipated that your school system assessed more than 1.0 percent of 
students with an alternate assessment in the 2023-2024 school year. School systems that exceeded the 
1.0 percent threshold must complete an alternate assessment justification and request a review of data 
and procedures related to alternate state assessments. The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires 
the Department to make these justifications publicly available, provided that personally identifiable 
information about an individual student is not revealed.  

School System Name:  
Enter the percentage of students who participated in the alternate assessment during the 2022-2023 
school year. This information was disseminated to your school system via FTP on or before March 25, 
2024. 

LEAP Connect Participation by Subject Participation Percentage 
for SY 2022-2023  

ELA: LEAP Connect Participation                      % 

Math: LEAP Connect Participation                     % 

Science: LEAP Connect Participation                     % 

1. Explain why the alternate assessment participation rate of 1.0 percent was exceeded for the 2022-
2023 school year. School systems must select Not Applicable (NA) or Applicable (A) for each option 
below. Applicable must be chosen for at least one of the following and may be chosen for more than 
one of the following options:  

a. If applicable, provide a brief description with supporting data that identifies specific programs or 
circumstances within the school system that may contribute to higher enrollments of students 
identified with significant cognitive disabilities that would result in an alternate assessment 
participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example: The school system has schools, community 

1.7
1.6
1.0

St. James Parish

A



 

Louisiana Department of Education 
doe.louisiana.gov  |  P.O. Box 94064 •  Baton Rouge, LA •  70804-9064 Page 2 

and/or health facilities that draw large numbers of students with significant cognitive 
disabilities.): 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

b. If applicable, briefly describe how a small overall student enrollment in the school system 
contributes to the likelihood that even a small number of students found eligible to participate in 
an alternate assessment would result in a participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example: 
The total tested population is less than 300 and the total number of students participating in the 
alternate assessment is 3 or less.): 

 

 

 

 

 

c. If applicable, briefly describe other or additional justification of variables that may contribute to 
the school system’s alternate assessment participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent: 

 

 

 

 

 

2. The school system verifies that all students participating in the alternate assessment meet 
Louisiana’s participation criteria as outlined in State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education 
(BESE) Bulletin 1530-Louisiana’s IEP Handbook for Students with Exceptionalities.  

By submitting this form, the school system assures that the following actions are being taken to 
comply with the 1% participation cap threshold:  

a. Review of Student Records 

 Number of 
Reviewed 
Student 
Records 

Number of Records 
Compliant with 

Eligibility Criteria 

Number of Records 
Non-Compliant with 

Eligibility Criteria 

Corrective 
Actions Taken (If 

Applicable) 

Elementary 
School 
Students 

    16 16 0 0

Our school district has a Head Start Program and a Universal Pre-K Program that may cont

N/A

The changes in the criteria upon a student completing fifth grade may contribute to our scho

A

A
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Middle School 
Students 

    

High School 
Students 

    

Total Number 
of Files 

    

 

b. The school system assures that any disproportionality in the percentage of students in any 
subgroup participating in the alternate assessment will be addressed through strategic 
actions. (Examples: Including all stakeholders in decision-making, conducting annual 
reviews, addressing the unique needs of English Learners (ELs), continuing 
education/professional development, reviewing criteria/state guidance for the alternate 
assessment qualification).  

 

Special Education Lead Administrator Signature*: Date: 

Printed Name:  

Superintendent / Charter Lead Administrator Signature*:  Date:  

Printed Name:  

 

*Required signatures. Original signatures should be kept on file at the school system.  

 

To submit this justification form, please sign and upload to the DM FTP by April 12, 2024. 

9

27

52

Senecca Boudreaux

Chris M. Kimball

9 0

027

0

0

52 0 0
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2.1

2.1

0.3

Lincoln Prep School

NA
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’

 
’

’

 

Review Adaptive
behavior rating

Lincoln Prep School is a charter school that enrolls students from multiple districts. Because

The number of students representative of the LEAP Connect is very small therefore the calc

NA

NA
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9

2

11

4/9/2024

Crystal Washington

4 5

11

Review Adaptive
behavior rating

Review Adaptive
behavior rating

5 6



E LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF

EDUCATION
Division of Diverse Learners

Alternate Assessment
Participation Review Process

Schoo[ System Participation Justification
The Department is providing 2022-2023 schooI year alternate assessment data to schooI systems for
review. lf your schooI system assessed more than 1.0 percent of students using an alternate assessment
in lhe 2O22-2023 schoot year, we anticipated that your school system assessed more than 1.0 percent of
students with an alternate assessment in the 2023-2024 school year. School systems that exceeded the
1.0 percent threshotd must complete an atternate assessment justification and request a review of data
and procedures re[ated to alternate state assessments. The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires
the Department to make these justifications pubticty avaitabte, provided that personat[y identifiabte
information about an individuat student is not revea[ed.

Schoo[ System Name: St. John the Baptist Public School System
Enter the percentage of students who participated in the alternate assessment durin g the 2022-2023
school year. This information was disseminated to your school system via FTP on or before March 25,
2024.

Explain why the atternate assessment participation rate of 1.0 percent was exceeded'fot the 2022-
2023 schooI year. School systems must select Not Applicabte (NA) or Applicabte (A] for each option
below. Applicable must be chosen for at least one of the following and may be chosen for more than
one of the fotlowing options:

a. lf applicable, provide a brief description with supporting data that identif ies specif ic programs or
circumstances within the school system that may contribute to higher enroltments of students
identified with significant cognitive disabilities that woutd result in an atternate assessment
participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Exampte: The schooI system has schoots, community

Loui9i6n6 Department of Education

96.6 o/oELA: LEAP Connect Participation

Math: LEAP Connect Participation 96.6 o/o

Science: LEAP Connect Participation 100 o/o

LEAP Connect Participation by Subject
Participation Percentage

lor SY 2022-2023

A

doe.touisiana.gov I P,O. Box 94064. Baton Rouge, LA. 70404"9064 Page 1



NA

and/or health facitities that draw [arge numbers of students with signif icant cognitive
disabitities.\'
st. lohn Parish has 5 cathotic/private schoots that do not offer services to students with
sign ifica nt disabitities so at[ students with s ign if ica nt disabitities attend the pubtic schoot
system. The percentage of parish population attending cathotic/private schoots is one of
the highest in the state causing our percentage of students with significant disabitities
taking LEAP Connect to exceed 1ol0.

b. lf applicable, briefly describe how a sma[[ overa[t student enrotlment in the school system
contributes to the tiketihood that even a smatI number of students found etigible to participate in
an alternate assessment would resutt in a participation rate in excess of l.0 percent. (Example:
The total tested population is [ess than 300 and the totaI number of students participating in the
alternate assessment is 3 or [ess.):

c. lf applicable, briefty describe otheror additionat justification of variables that may contribute to
the school system's a[ternate assessment participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent:

Housing costs in st. John parish are signif icantty tower than our surrounding parishes
resutting in many new famities moving into our parish. A tot of our famaties tive here and
commute to work in another parish.

2. The school system verifies that at[ students participating in the atternate assessment meet
Louisiana's participation criteria as outtined in State Board of Etementary and Secondary Education
(BESE) Buttetin 1530-Louisiana's IEP Handbook for Students with Exceptionalities.

By submitting this form, the school system assures that the fotlowing actions are being taken to
compty with the 1% participation cap threshotd:

a. Review of Student Records

Louisiana Department of Education

Etementary
SchooI
Students

26 26 0

Number of
Reviewed
Student
Records

Corrective
Actions Taken (lf

Applicable)

Number of Records
Non-Compliant with
Eligibitity Criteria

doe.loursiana.gov I P.O. 8ox 94064. Baton Rouge, LA' 70804-9064 Page 2

I

I

Number of Records
Compliant with

Etigibility Criteria



Middte Schoot
Students

25 25

High Schoot
Students

t) 0

TotaI Number
of Fites

57 57 0

b. The school system assures that any disproportionality in the percentage of students in any
subgroup participating in the atternate assessment wi[[ be addressed through strategic
actions. (Examples: lncluding atI stakehotders in decision-making, conducting annuat
reviews, addressing the unique needs of English Learners (ELs), continuing
education/professionatdevetopment, reviewing criteria/state guidance for the alternate
assessment qualif ication).

*Required signatures. OriginaI signatures shoutd be kept on fite at the schooI system

To submit this justification form, please sign and uptoad to the DM FTP by Aprit 12, 2024.

Louisirna Dopartment of Educ6tion

Spegrfl frucation ator Signature*:Lead A DatC /
4l r ,</e qtr -,/

Stacey Spies, Ph.D.

>-.t \2
Printed Name:

Superintendent / Charter Lead Administrator Signature*:/2,,' Datei /
//tt'/zq/

Printed Name:

Cleo Perry Jr., Ed.D.

doe.louisiana-gov I P.O. Box 94064. Baton Route, LA . 70804-9064 Page 3
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Alternate Assessment
Participation Review Process

School System Participation Justification
The Department is providing 2022-2023 school year alternate assessment data to school systems for 
review. If your school system assessed more than 1.0 percent of students using an alternate assessment 
in the 2022-2023 school year, we anticipated that your school system assessed more than 1.0 percent of 
students with an alternate assessment in the 2023-2024 school year. School systems that exceeded the 
1.0 percent threshold must complete an alternate assessment justification and request a review of data 
and procedures related to alternate state assessments. The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires 
the Department to make these justifications publicly available, provided that personally identifiable 
information about an individual student is not revealed.

School System Name: 
Enter the percentage of students who participated in the alternate assessment during the 2022-2023 
school year. This information was disseminated to your school system via FTP on or before March 25, 
2024.

LEAP Connect Participation by Subject Participation Percentage 
for SY 2022-2023 

ELA: LEAP Connect Participation                      %

Math: LEAP Connect Participation                     %

Science: LEAP Connect Participation                     %

1. Explain why the alternate assessment participation rate of 1.0 percent was exceeded for the 2022-
2023 school year. School systems must select Not Applicable (NA) or Applicable (A) for each option 
below. Applicable must be chosen for at least one of the following and may be chosen for more than 
one of the following options:

a. If applicable, provide a brief description with supporting data that identifies specific programs or 
circumstances within the school system that may contribute to higher enrollments of students 
identified with significant cognitive disabilities that would result in an alternate assessment 
participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example: The school system has schools, community 



Louisiana Department of Education 
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and/or health facilities that draw large numbers of students with significant cognitive 
disabilities.):

b. If applicable, briefly describe how a small overall student enrollment in the school system
contributes to the likelihood that even a small number of students found eligible to participate in
an alternate assessment would result in a participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example:
The total tested population is less than 300 and the total number of students participating in the
alternate assessment is 3 or less.):

c. If applicable, briefly describe other or additional justification of variables that may contribute to
the school system s alternate assessment participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent:

2. The school system verifies that all students participating in the alternate assessment meet
Louisiana s participation criteria as outlined in State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education
(BESE) Bulletin 1530-Louisiana s IEP Handbook for Students with Exceptionalities.

By submitting this form, the school system assures that the following actions are being taken to
comply with the 1% participation cap threshold:

a. Review of Student Records

Number of 
Reviewed 
Student 
Records 

Number of Records 
Compliant with 

Eligibility Criteria 

Number of Records 
Non-Compliant with 

Eligibility Criteria 

Corrective 
Actions Taken (If 

Applicable) 

Elementary 
School 
Students 



Louisiana Department of Education
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Middle School 
Students

High School 
Students

Total Number 
of Files

b. The school system assures that any disproportionality in the percentage of students in any
subgroup participating in the alternate assessment will be addressed through strategic
actions. (Examples: Including all stakeholders in decision-making, conducting annual
reviews, addressing the unique needs of English Learners (ELs), continuing
education/professional development, reviewing criteria/state guidance for the alternate
assessment qualification).

Special Education Lead Administrator Signature*: Date:

Printed Name: 

Superintendent / Charter Lead Administrator Signature*: Date: 

Printed Name: 

*Required signatures. Original signatures should be kept on file at the school system.

To submit this justification form, please sign and upload to the DM FTP by April 12, 2024.
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Alternate Assessment 
Participation Review Process 

 

School System Participation Justification 
The Department is providing 2022-2023 school year alternate assessment data to school systems for 
review. If your school system assessed more than 1.0 percent of students using an alternate assessment 
in the 2022-2023 school year, we anticipated that your school system assessed more than 1.0 percent of 
students with an alternate assessment in the 2023-2024 school year. School systems that exceeded the 
1.0 percent threshold must complete an alternate assessment justification and request a review of data 
and procedures related to alternate state assessments. The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires 
the Department to make these justifications publicly available, provided that personally identifiable 
information about an individual student is not revealed.  

School System Name:  
Enter the percentage of students who participated in the alternate assessment during the 2022-2023 
school year. This information was disseminated to your school system via FTP on or before March 25, 
2024. 

LEAP Connect Participation by Subject Participation Percentage 
for SY 2022-2023  

ELA: LEAP Connect Participation                      % 

Math: LEAP Connect Participation                     % 

Science: LEAP Connect Participation                     % 

1. Explain why the alternate assessment participation rate of 1.0 percent was exceeded for the 2022-
2023 school year. School systems must select Not Applicable (NA) or Applicable (A) for each option 
below. Applicable must be chosen for at least one of the following and may be chosen for more than 
one of the following options:  

a. If applicable, provide a brief description with supporting data that identifies specific programs or 
circumstances within the school system that may contribute to higher enrollments of students 
identified with significant cognitive disabilities that would result in an alternate assessment 
participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example: The school system has schools, community 

1.5
1.5
0.9

A
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and/or health facilities that draw large numbers of students with significant cognitive 
disabilities.): 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

b. If applicable, briefly describe how a small overall student enrollment in the school system 
contributes to the likelihood that even a small number of students found eligible to participate in 
an alternate assessment would result in a participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example: 
The total tested population is less than 300 and the total number of students participating in the 
alternate assessment is 3 or less.): 

 

 

 

 

 

c. If applicable, briefly describe other or additional justification of variables that may contribute to 
the school system’s alternate assessment participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent: 

 

 

 

 

 

2. The school system verifies that all students participating in the alternate assessment meet 
Louisiana’s participation criteria as outlined in State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education 
(BESE) Bulletin 1530-Louisiana’s IEP Handbook for Students with Exceptionalities.  

By submitting this form, the school system assures that the following actions are being taken to 
comply with the 1% participation cap threshold:  

a. Review of Student Records 

 Number of 
Reviewed 
Student 
Records 

Number of Records 
Compliant with 

Eligibility Criteria 

Number of Records 
Non-Compliant with 

Eligibility Criteria 

Corrective 
Actions Taken (If 

Applicable) 

Elementary 
School 
Students 

    

West Feliciana Parish Schools have a history of high performance both in academics and serving those 
students with significant disabilities. We find that families move to our district for the services we provide, 
including services for our 3-year-olds with disabilities, Early Head Start/Head Start, as well as our Universal 
PreK. We also have students from neighboring districts who are enrolled by being grandfathered in from 
School Choice, or those who move in with relatives to be able to receive services. We are continuing to find 
that more students with significant disabilities are moving to our district for the services we provide.

We are a rural district with only 4 schools. Many families that reside here have lived here for many 
generations. Many of these families do not have the resources to move away and choose to stay 
because they trust the school system and the community in which they live. Some of those 
families continue a legacy of receipt of special education services throughout generations.  Our 
Pupil Appraisal staff will continue to be involved in the process of making eligibility determinations 
with the IEP team to ensure criteria are met.

1 1 0 N/A

N/A

A

A
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Middle School 
Students 

    

High School 
Students 

    

Total Number 
of Files 

    

 

b. The school system assures that any disproportionality in the percentage of students in any 
subgroup participating in the alternate assessment will be addressed through strategic 
actions. (Examples: Including all stakeholders in decision-making, conducting annual 
reviews, addressing the unique needs of English Learners (ELs), continuing 
education/professional development, reviewing criteria/state guidance for the alternate 
assessment qualification).  

 

Special Education Lead Administrator Signature*: Date: 

Printed Name:  

Superintendent / Charter Lead Administrator Signature*:  Date:  

Printed Name:  

 

*Required signatures. Original signatures should be kept on file at the school system.  

 

To submit this justification form, please sign and upload to the DM FTP by April 12, 2024. 

13

2

16

Rebecca B. Johnson, Supervisor of Special Education

Hollis Milton, Superintendent of Schools

13 0

02

N/A

N/A

16 0 N/A





















E LOUISIAXA DEPARTMENT OF

EDUCATION
Division of Diverse Learners

Alternate Assessment
Participation Review Process

School System Participation Justification

a. lf applicable, provide a brief description with supporting data that identif ies specif ic programs or
circumstances within the school system that may contribute to higher enrotlments of students
identified with significant cognitive disabitities that woutd result in an atternate assessment
participation rate in excess of 

,l.0 percent. (Exampte: The schoo[ system has schoots, community

The Department is providing 2022-2023 schoot year alternate assessment data to school systems for
review. lf your school system assessed more than 1.0 percent of students using an atternate assessment
in lhe 2022-2023 school year, we anticipated that your school system assessed more than'1.0 percent of
students with an atternate assessment in the 2023-2024 school year. Schoot systems that exceeded the
1.0 percent threshold must comptete an alternate assessment justification and request a review of data
and procedures related to atternate state assessments. The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires
the Department to make these .iustif ications pubticly avaitabte, provided that personatly identifiabte
information about an individuat student is not reveated.

School System Name: East Baton Rouge Parish School System

Enter the percentage of students who participated in the alternate assessment during the 2022-2023
schoo[ year. This information was disseminated to your school system via FTP on or before March 25,
2024.

1. Exptain why the atternate assessment participation rate of 1.0 percent was exceeded tor the 2022-
2023 schooI year. SchooI systems must select Not Appticabte (NA) or Appticable (A) for each option
below. Applicable must be chosen for at least one of the following and may be chosen for more than
one of the fo[[owing options:

A

o/o2.1ELA: LEAP Connect Participation

Math: LEAP Connect Participation o/o2.1
o/oIScience: LEAP Connect Participation

LEAP Connect Participation by Subject

Louisirnr Deparlment of Educ6tion
doe.loursian6.Fov I P.O.8ot94064' BatonRouge,LA' 70804-9064 Page l

E

Participation PercentaSe
torSY 2022-2023



and/or heatth facitities that draw targe numbers of students with significant cognitive
disabitities.):

The school system has srhools, programs, headstart centers, and health facilities that attragt
;lr{qL nurnws, ol $hMtnK wi.lh scDs.

A b. lf appticabte, briefly describe how a sma[[ overat[ student enro ment in the schoo[ system
contributes to the tiketihood that even a smat[ number of students found etigible to participate in
an atternate assessment would result in a participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Exampte:

The total tested population is less than 300 and the totat number of students participating in the
alternate assessment is 3 or less.):

N/A

c. lf applicabte, brielly describe other or additional justification of variables that may contribute to
the school system's alternate assessment participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent:

A

N/A

2. The schoot system verifies that att students participating in the alternate assessment meet
Louisiana's participation criteria as outtined in State Board of Etementary and Secondary Education
(BESE) Buttetin 1530- Louisiana's IEP Handbook for Students with Exceptiona[ities.

By submitting this Jorm, the school system assures that the fottowing actions are being taken to
compty with the 1% participation cap threshotd:

a. Review of Student Records

146 1 Retraining of the
LEAP Connect Criteria

Elementary
Schoot
Students

147

Number of
Reviewed
Student
Records

Number of Records
Compliant with

Eligibility Criteria

Louisi!na D€p.rtment ol Educ.tion
doe,louisiana.qov I P.O. Box 94064' Eaton Rouge. LA' 70804-9064 Paee2

E

Number of Records
Non-Compliant with
Eligibility Criteria

Corrective
Actions Taken (lf

Applicable)



Middte SchooL
Stud ent s

165 163 Retraining of the
LEAP Connect Criteria

High Schoot
Students

227 225 2 Retraining of the
LEAP Connect Criteria

TotaI Number
of Fites

539 534

b. The school system assures that any disproportionatity in the percentage of students in any
subgroup participating in the alternate assessment wit[ be addressed through strategic
actions. (Examptes: lncIuding atI stakehotders in decision-making, conducting annuaI
reviews, addressing the unique needs of English Learners (ELs), continuing
education/professionaI devetopment, reviewing criteria/state guidance for the atternate
assessment quatif ication).

*Required signatures. Originatsignatures shoutd be kept on file at the schooI system.

To submit this.iustif ication form, ptease sign and uptoad to the DM FTP by April12,2O24.

ffim't
Ednrc

$'o'r)a-
dministrator Signature*tt Date:

April 12,2024

Superintenden Administrator Signature*:
April 12,2024

Printed Name:

Adam Smith, lnterim Superintendent

Louisiana Department ol Educalion
doe.louisiana.gov I P.O.8ox 94064. Baton Rouge, L,A . 70804-9064 PaBe 3

2

5

Printed Name:

JanetArmelin Harris, PhD., NCED

Date:

























LOUISIANA DEPANTMENT OF

EDUCATION
Division of Diverse Learners

School System Participation Justification

a

The Department is providing 2022-2023 schoot year atternate assessment data to schooI systems for
review. lf your school system assessed more than'1.0 percent of students using an a[ternate assessment
in the 2022-2023 school year, we anticipated that your schoo[ system assessed more than 1.0 percent of
students with an atternate assessment in the 2023-2024 schooI year. School systems that exceeded the
1.O percent threshotd must comptete an alternate assessment justification and request a review of data
and procedures re[ated to atternate state assessments. The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires
the Department to make these justifications pubticly available, provided that personalty identif iab[e
information about an individuatstudent is not revealed.

School System Name: Evangeline Parish
Enter the percentage of students who participated in the alternate assessment during the 2022-2023
schoo[ year. This information was disseminated to your schoo[ system via FTP on or before March 25,
2024.

1. Expla in why the atternate assessment participation rate of 1.0 percent was exceeded lor lhe 2022-
2023 schooI year. School systems must select Not Applicable (NA) or Applicable (A) for each option
below, Appticabte must be chosen for at least one of the following and may be chosen for more than
one of the following options:

lf applicabte, provide a brief description with supporting data that identif ies specif ic programs or
circumstances within the school system that may contribute to higher enrollments of students
identified with significant cognitive disabitities that would resutt in an alternate assessment
participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example: The school system has schools, community

Louisiaha Oepartment ol Education

ELA: LEAP Connect Participation 3.1 o/o

Math: LEAP Connect Participation 3.1 o/o

Science: LEAP Connect Participation 1.7 o/o

LEAP Connect Participation by Subject

A

doe.louisiana.gov I P.O. Box 94064. Baton Rouge. LA . 70804-9064 Page 1

E

Alternate Assessment
Participation Review Process

Participation Percentage
lorSY 2022-2023



and/or heatth facitities that draw [arge numbers of students with significant cognitive
disabilities.):

b. lf applicabte, briefly describe how a sma[[ overat[ student enrollment in the schoo[ system
contributes to the tikelihood that even a sma[[ number of students found etigible to participate in
an alternate assessment woutd result in a participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Exampte;
The totattested poputation is tess than 300 and the tota[ number of students participating in the
alternate assessment is 3 or less.):

c. lf appticable, briefly describe other or additional justification of variabtes that may contribute to
the schoot system's atternate assessment participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent:

2. The school system verifies that a[[ students participating in the atternate assessment meet
Louisiana's participation criteria as outtined in State Board of Etementary and Secondary Education
(BESE) Buttetin 1530- Louisiana's IEP Handbook for Students with Exceptionalities.

By submitting this form, the school system assures that the fotlowing actions are being taken to
comply with the l% participation cap threshotd:

a. Review of Student Records

A

Etementary
SchooI
Students

5 5 0 N/A

Number of Records
Compliant with

Etigibitity Criteria

Number of Records
Non-Compliant with
Etigibitity Criteria

Loulsiana Dgpartmont ot Educatlon
doe.louisiana.sov I P.O. Box 94064 . Baton Rouge, LA . 70804-9064 PaAe?

Number of
Reviewed
Student
Records

Corrective
Actions Taken (lf

Applicabte)



Middte Schoot
Students

5 E 0 N/A

High Schoot
Students

5 0 N/A

TotaI Number
of Fites

15 15 0 N/A

b, The schooI system assures that any d isproportionatity in the percentage of students in any
subgroup participating in the alternate assessment wit[ be addressed through strategic
actions. (Examptes: lncluding atI stakeholders in decision-making, conducting annuaI
reviews, addressing the unique needs of Engtish Learners (ELs), continuing
education/professionaI development, reviewing criteria/state guidance for the alternate
assessment quatif ication).

1
strator Signature*:

lL-
iat Edu8ation L dA

t\he,\:"=r+-,il,"0\q,
Kelli Lafleui

I
\

dministrator Signature*:

NA
Su erintende uc r Lea Date: r

4-1-)DT
Printed Name:

Daruvan Lazard

tv' T

*Required signatures. OriginaI signatures shoutd be kept on file at the school system.

Louisiana Department of Education
doe.louisiana.aov I P.O. Box 94064. Baton Rouse. LA. 70804-9064 Page 3

5

To submit this justification form, ptease sign and upload to the DM FTP by April1?,2024.
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Alternate Assessment 
Participation Review Process 

 

School System Participation Justification 
The Department is providing 2022-2023 school year alternate assessment data to school systems for 
review. If your school system assessed more than 1.0 percent of students using an alternate assessment 
in the 2022-2023 school year, we anticipated that your school system assessed more than 1.0 percent of 
students with an alternate assessment in the 2023-2024 school year. School systems that exceeded the 
1.0 percent threshold must complete an alternate assessment justification and request a review of data 
and procedures related to alternate state assessments. The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires 
the Department to make these justifications publicly available, provided that personally identifiable 
information about an individual student is not revealed.  

School System Name:  
Enter the percentage of students who participated in the alternate assessment during the 2022-2023 
school year. This information was disseminated to your school system via FTP on or before March 25, 
2024. 

LEAP Connect Participation by Subject 
Participation Percentage 

for SY 2022-2023  

ELA: LEAP Connect Participation                      % 

Math: LEAP Connect Participation                     % 

Science: LEAP Connect Participation                     % 

 

1. Explain why the alternate assessment participation rate of 1.0 percent was exceeded for the 2022-
2023 school year. School systems must select Not Applicable (NA) or Applicable (A) for each option 
below. Applicable must be chosen for at least one of the following and may be chosen for more than 
one of the following options:  

a. If applicable, provide a brief description with supporting data that identifies specific programs or 
circumstances within the school system that may contribute to higher enrollments of students 
identified with significant cognitive disabilities that would result in an alternate assessment 
participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example: The school system has schools, community 

1.7

1.7

2.2

Collegiate Baton Rouge

A
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and/or health facilities that draw large numbers of students with significant cognitive 
disabilities.): 

b. If applicable, briefly describe how a small overall student enrollment in the school system
contributes to the likelihood that even a small number of students found eligible to participate in
an alternate assessment would result in a participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example:
The total tested population is less than 300 and the total number of students participating in the
alternate assessment is 3 or less.):

c. If applicable, briefly describe other or additional justification of variables that may contribute to
the school system’s alternate assessment participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent:

2. The school system verifies that all students participating in the alternate assessment meet
Louisiana’s participation criteria as outlined in State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education
(BESE) Bulletin 1530-Louisiana’s IEP Handbook for Students with Exceptionalities.

By submitting this form, the school system assures that the following actions are being taken to
comply with the 1% participation cap threshold:

a. Review of Student Records

Number of 
Reviewed 
Student 
Records 

Number of Records 
Compliant with 

Eligibility Criteria 

Number of Records 
Non-Compliant with 

Eligibility Criteria 

Corrective 
Actions Taken (If 

Applicable) 

Elementary 
School 
Students 

In the 22-23 school year, Collegiate Baton Rouge’s continuum of services included two specialized programs 
for students who qualify for a LEAP Connect diploma (Essential Skills and REACH). Both programs are 
highly specialized programs that serve students with mild to severe exceptionalities in 9th-12th grades. As a 
result, middle schools in New Orleans often refer families of students who qualify for the LEAP Connect 
diploma to enroll in our school. These programs provide targeted instruction aligned to the LEAP Connect 
standards along with transitional services and supports 

Since our school system or LEA consists of only 1 school compared to a district that may have a specialized 
program, the overall number of students enrolled is significantly lower than a typical district while the 
number of students who qualify for LEAP Connect is higher since families and students are preferencing 
our school given the specialized programs that are available as part of our continuum of services. In 
addition, currently students with IEPs make up 20%  of the 494 students enrolled, reflecting that families of 
students with disabilities are choosing our school at a higher rate than other schools in our charter system. 

The mission of our school is to prepare all students for college success and lives of unlimited opportunity. 
As a result of our commitment to providing a full continuum of services and supporting all students, 
families and students with disabilities are choosing to enroll in our school at a higher rate to ensure they 
receive an excellent education.  

n/a n/a n/a n/a

A

A



 

Louisiana Department of Education 

doe.louisiana.gov  |  P.O. Box 94064 •  Baton Rouge, LA •  70804-9064 Page 3 

Middle School 
Students 

    

High School 
Students 

    

Total Number 
of Files 

    

 

b. The school system assures that any disproportionality in the percentage of students in any 
subgroup participating in the alternate assessment will be addressed through strategic 
actions. (Examples: Including all stakeholders in decision-making, conducting annual 
reviews, addressing the unique needs of English Learners (ELs), continuing 
education/professional development, reviewing criteria/state guidance for the alternate 
assessment qualification).  

 

Special Education Lead Administrator Signature*: Date: 

Printed Name:  

Superintendent / Charter Lead Administrator Signature*:  Date:  

Printed Name:  

 

*Required signatures. Original signatures should be kept on file at the school system.  

 

To submit this justification form, please sign and upload to the DM FTP by April 12, 2024. 

n/a

n/a no students were 
eligible for LC testing in 
23-24 SY

0

Francesca Antonucci

Jerel Bryant

n/a n/a

n/an/a

n/a

n/a

n/a n/a n/a

04/10/2024

04/11/2024
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Alternate Assessment 
Participation Review Process 

 

School System Participation Justification 
The Department is providing 2022-2023 school year alternate assessment data to school systems for 
review. If your school system assessed more than 1.0 percent of students using an alternate assessment 
in the 2022-2023 school year, we anticipated that your school system assessed more than 1.0 percent of 
students with an alternate assessment in the 2023-2024 school year. School systems that exceeded the 
1.0 percent threshold must complete an alternate assessment justification and request a review of data 
and procedures related to alternate state assessments. The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires 
the Department to make these justifications publicly available, provided that personally identifiable 
information about an individual student is not revealed.  

School System Name:  
Enter the percentage of students who participated in the alternate assessment during the 2022-2023 
school year. This information was disseminated to your school system via FTP on or before March 25, 
2024. 

LEAP Connect Participation by Subject Participation Percentage 
for SY 2022-2023  

ELA: LEAP Connect Participation                      % 

Math: LEAP Connect Participation                     % 

Science: LEAP Connect Participation                     % 

 

1. Explain why the alternate assessment participation rate of 1.0 percent was exceeded for the 2022-
2023 school year. School systems must select Not Applicable (NA) or Applicable (A) for each option 
below. Applicable must be chosen for at least one of the following and may be chosen for more than 
one of the following options:  

a. If applicable, provide a brief description with supporting data that identifies specific programs or 
circumstances within the school system that may contribute to higher enrollments of students 
identified with significant cognitive disabilities that would result in an alternate assessment 
participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example: The school system has schools, community 

A

1.9

1.9

0.9

DeSoto Parish Schools

DocuSign Envelope ID: 1232C211-E79B-472C-AB9D-9FBEB6373DBA
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and/or health facilities that draw large numbers of students with significant cognitive 
disabilities.): 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

b. If applicable, briefly describe how a small overall student enrollment in the school system 
contributes to the likelihood that even a small number of students found eligible to participate in 
an alternate assessment would result in a participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example: 
The total tested population is less than 300 and the total number of students participating in the 
alternate assessment is 3 or less.): 

 

 

 

 

 

c. If applicable, briefly describe other or additional justification of variables that may contribute to 
the school system’s alternate assessment participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent: 

 

 

 

 

 

2. The school system verifies that all students participating in the alternate assessment meet 
Louisiana’s participation criteria as outlined in State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education 
(BESE) Bulletin 1530-Louisiana’s IEP Handbook for Students with Exceptionalities.  

By submitting this form, the school system assures that the following actions are being taken to 
comply with the 1% participation cap threshold:  

a. Review of Student Records 

 Number of 
Reviewed 
Student 
Records 

Number of Records 
Compliant with 

Eligibility Criteria 

Number of Records 
Non-Compliant with 

Eligibility Criteria 

Corrective 
Actions Taken (If 

Applicable) 

Elementary 
School 
Students 

    

A large percentage of DeSoto Parish students with significant cognitive disabilities come from economically 

disadvantaged homes. Studies indicate that economic disadvantage negatively impacts cognitive development 

and functioning. 

18 18 0

NA

NA

DocuSign Envelope ID: 1232C211-E79B-472C-AB9D-9FBEB6373DBA
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Middle School 
Students 

    

High School 
Students 

    

Total Number 
of Files 

    

 

b. The school system assures that any disproportionality in the percentage of students in any 
subgroup participating in the alternate assessment will be addressed through strategic 
actions. (Examples: Including all stakeholders in decision-making, conducting annual 
reviews, addressing the unique needs of English Learners (ELs), continuing 
education/professional development, reviewing criteria/state guidance for the alternate 
assessment qualification).  

 

Special Education Lead Administrator Signature*: Date: 

Printed Name:  

Superintendent / Charter Lead Administrator Signature*:  Date:  

Printed Name:  

 

*Required signatures. Original signatures should be kept on file at the school system.  

 

To submit this justification form, please sign and upload to the DM FTP by April 12, 2024. 

4/12/2024

Francie Woods

4/12/2024

Clay Corley

28 0

041

87 0

28

41

87

DocuSign Envelope ID: 1232C211-E79B-472C-AB9D-9FBEB6373DBA
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Alternate Assessment 
Participation Review Process 

School System Participation Justification 
The Department is providing 2022-2023 school year alternate assessment data to school systems for 
review. If your school system assessed more than 1.0 percent of students using an alternate assessment 
in the 2022-2023 school year, we anticipated that your school system assessed more than 1.0 percent of 
students with an alternate assessment in the 2023-2024 school year. School systems that exceeded the 
1.0 percent threshold must complete an alternate assessment justification and request a review of data 
and procedures related to alternate state assessments. The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires 
the Department to make these justifications publicly available, provided that personally identifiable 
information about an individual student is not revealed.  

School System Name: 
Enter the percentage of students who participated in the alternate assessment during the 2022-2023 
school year. This information was disseminated to your school system via FTP on or before March 25, 
2024. 

LEAP Connect Participation by Subject 
Participation Percentage 

for SY 2022-2023 

ELA: LEAP Connect Participation   % 

Math: LEAP Connect Participation  % 

Science: LEAP Connect Participation  % 

1. Explain why the alternate assessment participation rate of 1.0 percent was exceeded for the 2022-
2023 school year. School systems must select Not Applicable (NA) or Applicable (A) for each option
below. Applicable must be chosen for at least one of the following and may be chosen for more than
one of the following options:

a. If applicable, provide a brief description with supporting data that identifies specific programs or
circumstances within the school system that may contribute to higher enrollments of students
identified with significant cognitive disabilities that would result in an alternate assessment
participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example: The school system has schools, community

6.4

6.3

7.5

Abramson Sci Academy

A
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and/or health facilities that draw large numbers of students with significant cognitive 
disabilities.): 

b. If applicable, briefly describe how a small overall student enrollment in the school system
contributes to the likelihood that even a small number of students found eligible to participate in
an alternate assessment would result in a participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example:
The total tested population is less than 300 and the total number of students participating in the
alternate assessment is 3 or less.):

c. If applicable, briefly describe other or additional justification of variables that may contribute to
the school system’s alternate assessment participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent:

2. The school system verifies that all students participating in the alternate assessment meet
Louisiana’s participation criteria as outlined in State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education
(BESE) Bulletin 1530-Louisiana’s IEP Handbook for Students with Exceptionalities.

By submitting this form, the school system assures that the following actions are being taken to
comply with the 1% participation cap threshold:

a. Review of Student Records

Number of 
Reviewed 
Student 
Records 

Number of Records 
Compliant with 

Eligibility Criteria 

Number of Records 
Non-Compliant with 

Eligibility Criteria 

Corrective 
Actions Taken (If 

Applicable) 

Elementary 
School 
Students 

In the 22-23 school year, Abramson Sci Academy’s continuum of services included two specialized 
programs for students who qualify for a LEAP Connect diploma (Essential Skills and REACH). Both 
programs are highly specialized programs that serve students with mild to severe exceptionalities in 
9th-12th grades. As a result, middle schools in New Orleans often refer families of students who qualify 
for the LEAP Connect diploma to enroll in our school. These programs provide targeted instruction 
aligned to the LEAP Connect standards along with transitional services and supports 

Since our school system or LEA consists of only 1 school compared to a district that may have a specialized 
program, the overall number of students enrolled is significantly lower than a typical district while the 
number of students who qualify for LEAP Connect is higher since families and students are preferencing 
our school given the specialized programs that are available as part of our continuum of services. In 
addition, currently students with IEPs make up 17% of the 630 students enrolled, reflecting that families of 
students with disabilities are choosing our school at a higher rate than other schools in our charter system.  

The mission of our school is to prepare all students for college success and lives of unlimited opportunity. 
As a result of our commitment to providing a full continuum of services and supporting all students, 
families and students with disabilities are choosing to enroll in our school at a higher rate to ensure they 
receive an excellent education.  

n/a n/a n/a n/a

A

A
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Middle School 
Students 

    

High School 
Students 

    

Total Number 
of Files 

    

 

b. The school system assures that any disproportionality in the percentage of students in any 
subgroup participating in the alternate assessment will be addressed through strategic 
actions. (Examples: Including all stakeholders in decision-making, conducting annual 
reviews, addressing the unique needs of English Learners (ELs), continuing 
education/professional development, reviewing criteria/state guidance for the alternate 
assessment qualification).  

 

Special Education Lead Administrator Signature*: Date: 

Printed Name:  

Superintendent / Charter Lead Administrator Signature*:  Date:  

Printed Name:  

 

*Required signatures. Original signatures should be kept on file at the school system.  

 

To submit this justification form, please sign and upload to the DM FTP by April 12, 2024. 

n/a

4

4

Francesca Antonucci

Jerel Bryant

n/a n/a

n/a4

n/a

n/a

4 n/a n/a

04/11/2024

04/11/2024
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Alternate Assessment 
Participation Review Process 

 

School System Participation Justification 
The Department is providing 2022-2023 school year alternate assessment data to school systems for 
review. If your school system assessed more than 1.0 percent of students using an alternate assessment 
in the 2022-2023 school year, we anticipated that your school system assessed more than 1.0 percent of 
students with an alternate assessment in the 2023-2024 school year. School systems that exceeded the 
1.0 percent threshold must complete an alternate assessment justification and request a review of data 
and procedures related to alternate state assessments. The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires 
the Department to make these justifications publicly available, provided that personally identifiable 
information about an individual student is not revealed.  

School System Name:  
Enter the percentage of students who participated in the alternate assessment during the 2022-2023 
school year. This information was disseminated to your school system via FTP on or before March 25, 
2024. 

LEAP Connect Participation by Subject 
Participation Percentage 

for SY 2022-2023  

ELA: LEAP Connect Participation                      % 

Math: LEAP Connect Participation                     % 

Science: LEAP Connect Participation                     % 

 

1. Explain why the alternate assessment participation rate of 1.0 percent was exceeded for the 2022-
2023 school year. School systems must select Not Applicable (NA) or Applicable (A) for each option 
below. Applicable must be chosen for at least one of the following and may be chosen for more than 
one of the following options:  

a. If applicable, provide a brief description with supporting data that identifies specific programs or 
circumstances within the school system that may contribute to higher enrollments of students 
identified with significant cognitive disabilities that would result in an alternate assessment 
participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example: The school system has schools, community 

5.0

5.4

9.1

Rosenwald Collegiate Academy

A
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b. If applicable, briefly describe how a small overall student enrollment in the school system
contributes to the likelihood that even a small number of students found eligible to participate in
an alternate assessment would result in a participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example:
The total tested population is less than 300 and the total number of students participating in the
alternate assessment is 3 or less.):

c. If applicable, briefly describe other or additional justification of variables that may contribute to
the school system’s alternate assessment participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent:

2. The school system verifies that all students participating in the alternate assessment meet
Louisiana’s participation criteria as outlined in State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education
(BESE) Bulletin 1530-Louisiana’s IEP Handbook for Students with Exceptionalities.

By submitting this form, the school system assures that the following actions are being taken to
comply with the 1% participation cap threshold:

a. Review of Student Records

Number of 
Reviewed 
Student 
Records 

Number of Records 
Compliant with 

Eligibility Criteria 

Number of Records 
Non-Compliant with 

Eligibility Criteria 

Corrective 
Actions Taken (If 

Applicable) 

Elementary 
School 
Students 

and/or health facilities that draw large numbers of students with significant cognitive 
disabilities.): 

Since our school system or LEA consists of only 1 school compared to a district that may have a specialized 
program, the overall number of students enrolled is significantly lower than a typical district while the 
number of students who qualify for LEAP Connect is higher since families and students are preferencing 
our school given the specialized programs that are available as part of our continuum of services. In 
addition, currently students with IEPs make up 25% of the 343 students enrolled, reflecting that families of 
students with disabilities are choosing our school at a higher rate than other schools in our charter system.  

The mission of our school is to prepare all students for college success and lives of unlimited opportunity. 
As a result of our commitment to providing a full continuum of services and supporting all students, 
families and students with disabilities are choosing to enroll in our school at a higher rate to ensure they 
receive an excellent education.  

In the 22-23 school year, Rosenwald Collegiate Academy’s continuum of services included two specialized 
programs for students who qualify for a LEAP Connect diploma (Essential Skills and REACH). Both 
programs are highly specialized programs that serve students with mild to severe exceptionalities in 
9th-12th grades. As a result, middle schools in New Orleans often refer families of students who qualify for 
the LEAP Connect diploma to enroll in our school. These programs provide targeted instruction aligned to 
the LEAP Connect standards along with transitional services and supports 

n/a n/a n/a n/a

A

A
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Middle School 
Students 

High School 
Students 

Total Number 
of Files 

b. The school system assures that any disproportionality in the percentage of students in any
subgroup participating in the alternate assessment will be addressed through strategic
actions. (Examples: Including all stakeholders in decision-making, conducting annual
reviews, addressing the unique needs of English Learners (ELs), continuing
education/professional development, reviewing criteria/state guidance for the alternate
assessment qualification).

Special Education Lead Administrator Signature*: Date: 

Printed Name: 

Superintendent / Charter Lead Administrator Signature*: Date: 

Printed Name: 

*Required signatures. Original signatures should be kept on file at the school system.

To submit this justification form, please sign and upload to the DM FTP by April 12, 2024. 

n/a

7

7

Francesca Antonucci

Jerel Bryant

n/a n/a

n/a7

n/a

n/a

7 n/a n/a

04/10/2024

04/11/2024
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Alternate Assessment 
Participation Review Process 

 

School System Participation Justification 
The Department is providing 2022-2023 school year alternate assessment data to school systems for 
review. If your school system assessed more than 1.0 percent of students using an alternate assessment 
in the 2022-2023 school year, we anticipated that your school system assessed more than 1.0 percent of 
students with an alternate assessment in the 2023-2024 school year. School systems that exceeded the 
1.0 percent threshold must complete an alternate assessment justification and request a review of data 
and procedures related to alternate state assessments. The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires 
the Department to make these justifications publicly available, provided that personally identifiable 
information about an individual student is not revealed.  

School System Name:  
Enter the percentage of students who participated in the alternate assessment during the 2022-2023 
school year. This information was disseminated to your school system via FTP on or before March 25, 
2024. 

LEAP Connect Participation by Subject 
Participation Percentage 

for SY 2022-2023  

ELA: LEAP Connect Participation                      % 

Math: LEAP Connect Participation                     % 

Science: LEAP Connect Participation                     % 

 

1. Explain why the alternate assessment participation rate of 1.0 percent was exceeded for the 2022-
2023 school year. School systems must select Not Applicable (NA) or Applicable (A) for each option 
below. Applicable must be chosen for at least one of the following and may be chosen for more than 
one of the following options:  

a. If applicable, provide a brief description with supporting data that identifies specific programs or 
circumstances within the school system that may contribute to higher enrollments of students 
identified with significant cognitive disabilities that would result in an alternate assessment 
participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example: The school system has schools, community 
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Rosenwald Collegiate Academy
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b. If applicable, briefly describe how a small overall student enrollment in the school system
contributes to the likelihood that even a small number of students found eligible to participate in
an alternate assessment would result in a participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example:
The total tested population is less than 300 and the total number of students participating in the
alternate assessment is 3 or less.):

c. If applicable, briefly describe other or additional justification of variables that may contribute to
the school system’s alternate assessment participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent:

2. The school system verifies that all students participating in the alternate assessment meet
Louisiana’s participation criteria as outlined in State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education
(BESE) Bulletin 1530-Louisiana’s IEP Handbook for Students with Exceptionalities.

By submitting this form, the school system assures that the following actions are being taken to
comply with the 1% participation cap threshold:

a. Review of Student Records

Number of 
Reviewed 
Student 
Records 

Number of Records 
Compliant with 

Eligibility Criteria 

Number of Records 
Non-Compliant with 

Eligibility Criteria 

Corrective 
Actions Taken (If 

Applicable) 

Elementary 
School 
Students 

and/or health facilities that draw large numbers of students with significant cognitive 
disabilities.): 

Since our school system or LEA consists of only 1 school compared to a district that may have a specialized 
program, the overall number of students enrolled is significantly lower than a typical district while the 
number of students who qualify for LEAP Connect is higher since families and students are preferencing 
our school given the specialized programs that are available as part of our continuum of services. In 
addition, currently students with IEPs make up 25% of the 343 students enrolled, reflecting that families of 
students with disabilities are choosing our school at a higher rate than other schools in our charter system.  

The mission of our school is to prepare all students for college success and lives of unlimited opportunity. 
As a result of our commitment to providing a full continuum of services and supporting all students, 
families and students with disabilities are choosing to enroll in our school at a higher rate to ensure they 
receive an excellent education.  

In the 22-23 school year, Rosenwald Collegiate Academy’s continuum of services included two specialized 
programs for students who qualify for a LEAP Connect diploma (Essential Skills and REACH). Both 
programs are highly specialized programs that serve students with mild to severe exceptionalities in 
9th-12th grades. As a result, middle schools in New Orleans often refer families of students who qualify for 
the LEAP Connect diploma to enroll in our school. These programs provide targeted instruction aligned to 
the LEAP Connect standards along with transitional services and supports 

n/a n/a n/a n/a
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Middle School 
Students 

High School 
Students 

Total Number 
of Files 

b. The school system assures that any disproportionality in the percentage of students in any
subgroup participating in the alternate assessment will be addressed through strategic
actions. (Examples: Including all stakeholders in decision-making, conducting annual
reviews, addressing the unique needs of English Learners (ELs), continuing
education/professional development, reviewing criteria/state guidance for the alternate
assessment qualification).

Special Education Lead Administrator Signature*: Date: 

Printed Name: 

Superintendent / Charter Lead Administrator Signature*: Date: 

Printed Name: 

*Required signatures. Original signatures should be kept on file at the school system.

To submit this justification form, please sign and upload to the DM FTP by April 12, 2024. 
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Alternate Assessment 
Participation Review Process 

 

School System Participation Justification 
The Department is providing 2022-2023 school year alternate assessment data to school systems for 
review. If your school system assessed more than 1.0 percent of students using an alternate assessment 
in the 2022-2023 school year, we anticipated that your school system assessed more than 1.0 percent of 
students with an alternate assessment in the 2023-2024 school year. School systems that exceeded the 
1.0 percent threshold must complete an alternate assessment justification and request a review of data 
and procedures related to alternate state assessments. The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires 
the Department to make these justifications publicly available, provided that personally identifiable 
information about an individual student is not revealed.  

School System Name:  
Enter the percentage of students who participated in the alternate assessment during the 2022-2023 
school year. This information was disseminated to your school system via FTP on or before March 25, 
2024. 

LEAP Connect Participation by Subject 
Participation Percentage 

for SY 2022-2023  

ELA: LEAP Connect Participation                      % 

Math: LEAP Connect Participation                     % 

Science: LEAP Connect Participation                     % 

 

1. Explain why the alternate assessment participation rate of 1.0 percent was exceeded for the 2022-
2023 school year. School systems must select Not Applicable (NA) or Applicable (A) for each option 
below. Applicable must be chosen for at least one of the following and may be chosen for more than 
one of the following options:  

a. If applicable, provide a brief description with supporting data that identifies specific programs or 
circumstances within the school system that may contribute to higher enrollments of students 
identified with significant cognitive disabilities that would result in an alternate assessment 
participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example: The school system has schools, community 
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b. If applicable, briefly describe how a small overall student enrollment in the school system
contributes to the likelihood that even a small number of students found eligible to participate in
an alternate assessment would result in a participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example:
The total tested population is less than 300 and the total number of students participating in the
alternate assessment is 3 or less.):

c. If applicable, briefly describe other or additional justification of variables that may contribute to
the school system’s alternate assessment participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent:

2. The school system verifies that all students participating in the alternate assessment meet
Louisiana’s participation criteria as outlined in State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education
(BESE) Bulletin 1530-Louisiana’s IEP Handbook for Students with Exceptionalities.

By submitting this form, the school system assures that the following actions are being taken to
comply with the 1% participation cap threshold:

a. Review of Student Records

Number of 
Reviewed 
Student 
Records 

Number of Records 
Compliant with 

Eligibility Criteria 

Number of Records 
Non-Compliant with 

Eligibility Criteria 

Corrective 
Actions Taken (If 

Applicable) 

Elementary 
School 
Students 

and/or health facilities that draw large numbers of students with significant cognitive 
disabilities.): 

In the 22-23 school year, G.W. Carver High School’s continuum of services included two specialized 
programs for students who qualify for a LEAP Connect diploma (Essential Skills and REACH). Both 
programs are highly specialized programs that serve students with mild to severe exceptionalities in 
9th-12th grades. As a result, middle schools in New Orleans often refer families of students who qualify for 
the LEAP Connect diploma to enroll in our school. These programs provide targeted instruction aligned to 
the LEAP Connect standards along with transitional services and supports 

Since our school system or LEA consists of only 1 school compared to a district that may have a specialized 
program, the overall number of students enrolled is significantly lower than a typical district while the 
number of students who qualify for LEAP Connect is higher since families and students are preferencing 
our school given the specialized programs that are available as part of our continuum of services. In 
addition, currently students with IEPs make up 19% of the 740 students enrolled, reflecting that families of 
students with disabilities are choosing our school at a higher rate than other schools in our charter system.  

The mission of our school is to prepare all students for college success and lives of unlimited opportunity. 
As a result of our commitment to providing a full continuum of services and supporting all students, 
families and students with disabilities are choosing to enroll in our school at a higher rate to ensure they 
receive an excellent education.  

n/a n/a n/a n/a
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Middle School 
Students 

High School 
Students 

Total Number 
of Files 

b. The school system assures that any disproportionality in the percentage of students in any
subgroup participating in the alternate assessment will be addressed through strategic
actions. (Examples: Including all stakeholders in decision-making, conducting annual
reviews, addressing the unique needs of English Learners (ELs), continuing
education/professional development, reviewing criteria/state guidance for the alternate
assessment qualification).

Special Education Lead Administrator Signature*: Date: 

Printed Name: 

Superintendent / Charter Lead Administrator Signature*: Date: 

Printed Name: 

*Required signatures. Original signatures should be kept on file at the school system.

To submit this justification form, please sign and upload to the DM FTP by April 12, 2024. 

n/a

6
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Francesca Antonucci

Jerel Bryant

n/a n/a
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n/a

6 n/a n/a
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Alternate Assessment 
Participation Review Process 

 

School System Participation Justification 
The Department is providing 2022-2023 school year alternate assessment data to school systems for 
review. If your school system assessed more than 1.0 percent of students using an alternate assessment 
in the 2022-2023 school year, we anticipated that your school system assessed more than 1.0 percent of 
students with an alternate assessment in the 2023-2024 school year. School systems that exceeded the 
1.0 percent threshold must complete an alternate assessment justification and request a review of data 
and procedures related to alternate state assessments. The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires 
the Department to make these justifications publicly available, provided that personally identifiable 
information about an individual student is not revealed.  

School System Name:  
Enter the percentage of students who participated in the alternate assessment during the 2022-2023 
school year. This information was disseminated to your school system via FTP on or before March 25, 
2024. 

LEAP Connect Participation by Subject 
Participation Percentage 

for SY 2022-2023  

ELA: LEAP Connect Participation                      % 

Math: LEAP Connect Participation                     % 

Science: LEAP Connect Participation                     % 

 

1. Explain why the alternate assessment participation rate of 1.0 percent was exceeded for the 2022-
2023 school year. School systems must select Not Applicable (NA) or Applicable (A) for each option 
below. Applicable must be chosen for at least one of the following and may be chosen for more than 
one of the following options:  

a. If applicable, provide a brief description with supporting data that identifies specific programs or 
circumstances within the school system that may contribute to higher enrollments of students 
identified with significant cognitive disabilities that would result in an alternate assessment 
participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example: The school system has schools, community 
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b. If applicable, briefly describe how a small overall student enrollment in the school system
contributes to the likelihood that even a small number of students found eligible to participate in
an alternate assessment would result in a participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example:
The total tested population is less than 300 and the total number of students participating in the
alternate assessment is 3 or less.):

c. If applicable, briefly describe other or additional justification of variables that may contribute to
the school system’s alternate assessment participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent:

2. The school system verifies that all students participating in the alternate assessment meet
Louisiana’s participation criteria as outlined in State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education
(BESE) Bulletin 1530-Louisiana’s IEP Handbook for Students with Exceptionalities.

By submitting this form, the school system assures that the following actions are being taken to
comply with the 1% participation cap threshold:

a. Review of Student Records

Number of 
Reviewed 
Student 
Records 

Number of Records 
Compliant with 

Eligibility Criteria 

Number of Records 
Non-Compliant with 

Eligibility Criteria 

Corrective 
Actions Taken (If 

Applicable) 

Elementary 
School 
Students 

and/or health facilities that draw large numbers of students with significant cognitive 
disabilities.): 

Since our school system or LEA consists of only 1 school compared to a district that may have a specialized 
program, the overall number of students enrolled is significantly lower than a typical district while the 
number of students who qualify for LEAP Connect is higher since families and students are preferencing 
our school given the specialized programs that are available as part of our continuum of services. In 
addition, currently students with IEPs make up 19% of the 568 students enrolled, reflecting that families of 
students with disabilities are choosing our school at a higher rate than other schools in our charter system.  

The mission of our school is to prepare all students for college success and lives of unlimited opportunity. 
As a result of our commitment to providing a full continuum of services and supporting all students, 
families and students with disabilities are choosing to enroll in our school at a higher rate to ensure they 
receive an excellent education.  

In the 22-23 school year, Livingston Collegiate Academy’s continuum of services included two specialized 
programs for students who qualify for a LEAP Connect diploma (Essential Skills and REACH). Both 
programs are highly specialized programs that serve students with mild to severe exceptionalities in 
9th-12th grades. As a result, middle schools in New Orleans often refer families of students who qualify for 
the LEAP Connect diploma to enroll in our school. These programs provide targeted instruction aligned to 
the LEAP Connect standards along with transitional services and supports.
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Middle School 
Students 

High School 
Students 

Total Number 
of Files 

b. The school system assures that any disproportionality in the percentage of students in any
subgroup participating in the alternate assessment will be addressed through strategic
actions. (Examples: Including all stakeholders in decision-making, conducting annual
reviews, addressing the unique needs of English Learners (ELs), continuing
education/professional development, reviewing criteria/state guidance for the alternate
assessment qualification).

Special Education Lead Administrator Signature*: Date: 

Printed Name: 

Superintendent / Charter Lead Administrator Signature*: Date: 

Printed Name: 

*Required signatures. Original signatures should be kept on file at the school system.

To submit this justification form, please sign and upload to the DM FTP by April 12, 2024. 

n/a

6

6

Francesca Antonucci

Jerel Bryant

n/a n/a

n/a6

n/a

n/a

6 n/a n/a

04/10/2024

04/11/2024
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