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Accelerate ELA Resources: K-2

Accelerate ELA K-2 resources include:

• Forty-five 30 minute Foundational Skills Lessons for Kindergarten and First Grade

• Forty 30 minute Foundational Skills Lessons in Second Grade

• Twenty 30 minute Knowledge Building Lessons in grades Kindergarten and First

• Thirty 30 minute Knowledge Building Lessons in Second Grade.

• Best Practices for Embedding Foundational Skills and Language Standards in the 
Writing Activities of the K-2 Accelerate ELA Knowledge Lessons

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/accelerate/accelerate-ela-grades-k-2-2021-2022.pdf?sfvrsn=608f6418_2
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Accelerate ELA Grades K-2 2021-2022

Accelerate ELA K-2 resources:

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/accelerate/accelerate-ela-grades-k-2-2021-2022.pdf?sfvrsn=608f6418_2
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Accelerate ELA Update: K-2 Foundational Skills 

Accelerate ELA K-2 Foundational Skills Lessons:

• Warm up activity (phonological awareness);

• Fluency passages;

• Sound sorts; 

• Comprehension; and

• Writing (guided practice, partner, independent)

https://louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/accelerate/accelerate-ela-grades-k-2-2021-2022.pdf?sfvrsn=608f6418_2
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Accelerate Tutoring Resources for 
K-2 Foundational Skills 
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How do I know which skill 
to start with for each student?

Teachers have two choices for entry points:

• Select a foundational sound or skill that will be taught in upcoming 
lessons within your curriculum. This will serve as a preview for new 
learning and will help students to accelerate their learning.

• Use a literacy screener to determine skills for which students can 
benefit from additional practice. Begin with that foundational skill and 
continue to work forward from there. 
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How should teachers prepare to teach these 
lessons

How should teachers prepare to teach 
these K-2 Foundational Skills Lessons?

Know the Tier 1 Curriculum that is taught in class:

• What new sounds and skills are being introduced in upcoming 
lessons?

• Introduce those sounds and skills in small groups to students before 
they will learn them in class.

Know your students:

• Which sounds are students expected to already know, but they still 
need additional practice opportunities on these sounds and skills in 
order to succeed in future learning? 

Know these resources:

• How can they be used to support students?
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Accelerate ELA Update: K-2 Knowledge Building 

Accelerate ELA K-2 Knowledge Building Lessons:

• Multiple read-alouds/close reads from CKLA;

• Text dependent questions;

• Note taking and graphic organizers; 

• Vocabulary work;

• Discussion; and  

• Writing (shared and independent) 

https://louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/accelerate/accelerate-ela-grades-k-2-2021-2022.pdf?sfvrsn=608f6418_2
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Knowledge Lesson Writing Activities

• Lessons encourage students to apply foundational writing skills while 
they express understanding of grade-level text(s).

• In Kindergarten, and as needed in First and Second grade, tutors should 
practice Shared Writing or Sharing the Pen to encourage students to 
write incorporating foundational skills they are practicing in class.

• Connecting the Foundational Skills with the text-dependent 
questioning is crucial for helping students learn how to write on 
demand.
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Best Practices for Embedding Foundational Skills into 
Knowledge Lesson Writing Activities

https://docs.google.com/document/d/10iDxhJUwMOjncZ32fzuorcpxS5eN71S4vvj-A5MjkA8/edit?usp=sharing
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How should teachers prepare to teach these 
lessons

How should teachers prepare to teach 
these K-2 Knowledge Lessons?

Know the texts in the Resources:

• Around what topics are the texts building knowledge?

• How can this new knowledge support students in the high quality 
curriculum your district is using either in reading, science or social 
studies?

Know your students:

• Which standards-aligned questions are they having trouble with 
understanding? 

• What academic vocabulary needs to be taught and retaught for 
success in upcoming learning? 
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Accelerate ELA Resources: Grades 3-10

Accelerate ELA Grades 3-10 resources include:

• Four additional knowledge-building texts for each of the five ELA Guidebooks 
units in grades 3-8;

• Five additional knowledge-building texts for each of the four ELA Guidebooks 
(2020) units in grades 9-10;

• Student-ready tutoring materials with seven lessons for each text; and

• Teacher-ready guidance for each lesson including exemplar responses

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/accelerate/accelerate-ela-grades-3-10-2021-2022.pdf?sfvrsn=618f6418_2
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Accelerate ELA Update: Grades 3-10

Set of 7 
student-

facing 
lessons

Teacher 
notes and 
exemplars

Unit 
alignment 
guidance 
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Lessons 3-7 Cycle through the Lenses of 
the Reader’s Circles
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Targeted Writing Practice

Lessons will offer opportunities for specific writing practice on the 
following skills and more:

• Creating complex and varied sentence structures

• Forming claims

• Writing topic sentences

• Selecting relevant evidence

• Embedding and citing text evidence

• Developing quality paragraphs to text-dependent prompts

• Practice with figurative language 
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Table of Contents as Menu of Learning Options
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Acceleration for Learners with the Most Opportunity 
for Growth
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How can these resources be used in districts that do 
not use ELA Guidebooks?

Examine the texts and their topics or themes.

Look for overlap with high quality ELA curriculum.

Look for overlap with science or social studies curriculum.

Recognize that the lessons are teaching and providing practice with 
standards-aligned vocabulary.

Provide opportunities for very strategic practice with reading and with writing.
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How should teachers prepare to teach 
these 3-10 Tutoring Lessons?

Tutors should understand and be able to use the features on Commonlit.org.

• Turn on the Guided Reading Mode for the first reading. This ensures that students 
pause after a section of the reading to answer questions.

• Do NOT assign the comprehension questions at the end of the text.

• Understand the read-aloud feature and how to use it.

• Learn how to use the highlighter and the sticky notes feature in the annotations.

• Translation is available in Spanish only. 

Texts can be printed for students if tutors decide that is best option.

https://www.commonlit.org/


20

How should teachers prepare to teach 
these 3-10 Tutoring Lessons?

Know the texts in the Resources:

• About what topics are the texts building knowledge?

Know the skills being addressed in the lessons:

• What academic vocabulary needs to be taught and retaught for success in 
upcoming learning? 

• Write exemplar responses. This will help you think through the process of 
writing as if you are a student.

Know your students:

• Which standards-aligned questions are they having trouble with 
understanding during daily instruction? 

• For which lessons are you using the read-aloud feature?
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Thank you

• All Accelerate ELA resources are posted under the Guidance 
section of the Accelerate landing page. 

• A recording of this webinar will be available under the Webinars 
section of the Accelerate landing page next week. 

• Please contact elaguidebooks@la.gov with any questions.

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/academics/accelerate
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/academics/accelerate
mailto:elaguidebooks@la.gov

