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Purpose 
This document is designed to assist Louisiana educators in understanding the LEAP English I and English II assessments. 

Introduction 
Students in English I and English II will take the LEAP ELA assessments, which provide 
● questions that have been reviewed by Louisiana educators to ensure their alignment to the Louisiana Student Standards and 

appropriateness for Louisiana students; 
● measurement of the full range of student performance, and 
● information for educators and parents about student readiness in ELA and whether students are “on track” for college and careers.  

http://doe.louisiana.gov/
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/assessment-guidance/assessment-content-educator-review-committees.pdf?sfvrsn=3bbe931f_3
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/k-12-ela-standards.pdf?sfvrsn=52b98a1f_0
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Goal of English Language Arts 
The goal of English Language Arts is for all students to read, understand, and express understanding of complex, grade-level texts. To 
ensure that all students are able to reach the ELA goal, a teacher must help students build the knowledge and skills necessary to become 
independent readers and writers and support students throughout the instructional process by using a high-quality curriculum that does the 
following: 
● Provides opportunities for all students to meet the grade-level standards through appropriate scaffolds and supports (e.g., Diverse 

Learners Guide and Supports Flow Chart) 
● Provides a coherent set of plans that has students engage with texts and ideas repeatedly throughout a unit to build knowledge and 

tackle big ideas 
● Is organized around high-quality texts and meaningful tasks that build content knowledge (e.g., ELA, social studies, science, and the 

arts) and help students make connections  
● Includes lessons and sections that build on each other to help develop students’ knowledge and skills 
● Integrates reading, writing, and language instruction that focuses on building an understanding of texts so that students can express 

that understanding in a variety of ways  
● Includes lessons that are organized so the writing process begins with development of understanding to ensure students have 

something meaningful to write about 
● Includes a variety of instructional strategies, many of them focused on the importance of discussion in helping students make meaning 

of a text before they express their understanding in writing  
● Offers assessment opportunities that allow teachers to check understanding in a variety of ways and genuinely measure progress and 

elicit direct, observable evidence of the degree to which students can independently demonstrate the assessed grade-specific 
standards with appropriately complex text(s)  

Assessment Design 

Approach of the LEAP ELA Assessments 
The LEAP ELA assessments focus on an integrated approach to reading and writing that reflects instruction in an effective ELA classroom 
and measures students’ understanding of what they read through the following: 
● Careful, close reading of complex grade-level literary and informational texts 
● A full range of texts from across the disciplines, including science, social studies, and the arts 
● Tasks that integrate key ELA skills by asking students to read texts, answer reading and vocabulary questions about the texts, and then 

write using evidence from what they have read 

http://doe.louisiana.gov/
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/diverse-learners-guide-2022.pdf?sfvrsn=2f726518_2
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/diverse-learners-guide-2022.pdf?sfvrsn=2f726518_2
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/guidebooks-supports-flow-chart.pdf?sfvrsn=415b981f_0
https://doe.louisiana.gov/educators/instructional-support/planning-resources/k-12-ela-year-long-planning
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● Questions worth answering, ordered in a way that builds meaning 
● A focus on students citing evidence from texts when answering questions about a specific passage or when writing about a set of 

related passages 
● A focus on words that matter most in texts, are essential to understanding a particular text, and include context that allows a student 

to determine literal and figurative meanings 

Item Types 
The LEAP ELA assessments include several types of items, as described below. For more information about how to score the different item 
types, see the LEAP ELA Practice Test Guidance.  

1) Evidence-Based Selected Response (EBSR): This item type consists of two (A and B), and in rare instances, three parts (A, B, and C); 
one part asks students to show their understanding of a text, and the other part or parts ask students to identify evidence to support 
that understanding or to extend or apply the understanding. The EBSR items are worth two points, and students can earn partial 
credit (1 point).  

2) Multiple Select (MS): This item type asks students to choose more than one correct answer and may appear as a one-part question or 
as part of an EBSR item. Whenever this item type is used, the question always identifies in boldface print the number of correct 
answers required.  

3) Technology Enhanced (TE): This item type uses technology to capture student comprehension of texts. The Online Tools Training 
(OTT), available in INSIGHT or through this link using the Chrome browser, will allow students to practice answering TE questions to 
prepare for the test. For a summary of the different kinds of TE items and where to find examples of each type, refer to LEAP 
Technology-Enhanced Item Types.  

4) Prose Constructed Response (PCR): This item type appears at the end of each of the two tasks and asks students to create an 
extended and complete written response. It elicits evidence that students have understood a text or texts they have read and can 
communicate that understanding well, in terms of both written expression and written knowledge and use of language conventions.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://doe.louisiana.gov/
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/assessment/leap-2025-ela-practice-test-guidance.docx?sfvrsn=31d4971f_1
https://wbte.drcedirect.com/LA/portals/la
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/assessment/technology-enhanced-item-types-available-in-insight.pdf?sfvrsn=4
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/assessment/technology-enhanced-item-types-available-in-insight.pdf?sfvrsn=4
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LEAP ELA Test Design 
The LEAP ELA tests have three sessions that consist of tasks and passage sets. Students take two tasks: the Research Simulation Task and 
either the Literary Analysis Task or the Narrative Writing Task. The tasks are described below. 

● Research Simulation Task: mirrors the research process by presenting three texts on a given topic. Students answer a set of selected-
response questions about the texts and then write an extended response about some aspect of the related texts (e.g., how ideas/claims 
are developed, point of view/purpose, analysis of argument/claims, relationship of ideas, primary and secondary sources). 

● Literary Analysis Task: provides students an opportunity to show their understanding of literature. Students read two literary texts, 
answer a set of selected-response questions about the texts, and write an extended response that analyzes key ideas or elements in 
the texts (e.g., impact of word choice, complex characterization, text structure, point of view/cultural experience in non-U.S. literature). 

● Narrative Writing Task: asks students to read a literary text, answer a set of selected-response questions about the text, and then 
create a narrative related to the text (e.g., finish the story, retell the story in another narrative form or from a different point of view). 
Students should make sure that they create narrative, not expository, responses. 

Session 1 consists of either the Literary Analysis Task and a passage set with one text or the Research Simulation Task. 

Session 2 consists of either the Research Simulation Task or the Narrative Writing Task and a passage set with one or two texts. 

Session 3, Reading Literary/Informational Texts, consists of passage sets only. The reading selections may include fiction (e.g., short 
stories, novel and drama excerpts, poems) and nonfiction (e.g., informational texts from across the disciplines of science, history, and the 
arts). Students will answer only selected-response questions about each text. No writing is included in this session. 

NOTE:  Session 3 will include two operational passage sets and one additional passage set. Each operational passage set 
includes one text or a pair of related texts and four or six questions about the text(s). Only a student’s performance on the 
operational passages will count towards a student’s final score. The additional passage sets and items do not count towards a 
student’s final score on the test; they provide information that will be used to help develop future test forms. 

The table on the following page outlines the two possible designs of the LEAP English I and English II assessments. The first part of the table 
shows the test design when the Literary Analysis Task is administered, while the second part of the table shows the test design when the 
Narrative Writing Task is administered. The table reflects the operational test only.  
  

http://doe.louisiana.gov/
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LEAP English I and English II Test Design—Literary Analysis Task (LAT) Administered 

Test 
Session Focus of Session Number of 

Passages 
Session 

Items/Points Assessable ELA Student Standards (by subcategory) 

1 Literary Analysis Task (LAT)  
AND 
Passage Set with one text 

3 6 SR and 1 PCR 
(31 points) 
4 SR 
(8 points) 

LAT: RL standards; vocabulary standards RL.4, L.4, and L.5; 
writing standards W.1–2, 4, 9–10; conventions standards L.1-2, 
plus language skills from previous grades; Reading Set: RL 
and RI standards and vocabulary standards RL.4, RI.4, L.4, and 
L.5 

2 Research Simulation Task 
(RST) 

3 8 SR and 1 PCR 
(35 points) 

RI standards; vocabulary standards RI.4, L.4 and L.5; writing 
standards W.1–2, 4, 7–10; conventions standards L.1–2, plus 
language skills from previous grades 

3 Reading 
Literary/Informational Texts  

2-3 10 SR 
(20 points) 

RL and RI standards and vocabulary standards RL.4, RI.4, L.4, 
and L.5 

OR 
LEAP English I and English II Test Design—Narrative Writing Task (NWT) Administered 

Test 
Session Focus of Session Number of 

Passages 
Session 

Items/Points Assessable ELA Student Standards (by subcategory) 

1 Research Simulation Task 
(RST) 

3 8 SR and 1 PCR 
(35 points) 

RI standards; vocabulary standards RI.4, L.4, L.5; writing 
standards; W.1–2, 4, 7–10; conventions standards L.1–2, plus 
language skills from previous grades 

2 Narrative Writing Task 
(NWT)      AND 
Passage Set with one text or 
a pair of related texts 

2-3 4 SR and 1 PCR 
(23 points) 
6 SR 
(12 points) 

NWT: RL standards; vocabulary standards RL.4, L.4-5; writing 
standards W.3-4; conventions standards L.1-2, plus language 
skills from previous grades; Reading Set: RL and RI standards 
and vocabulary standards RL.4, RI.4, L.4, L.5 

3 Reading 
Literary/Informational Texts 

2-3 10 SR 
(20 points) 

RL and RI standards and vocabulary standards RL.4, RI.4, L.4, 
and L.5 

  SR: Selected-Response—includes two-part items (EBSR), multiple-select items, and technology-enhanced items (on computer-based test only)    
  RL: Reading Literature; L: Language; W: Writing; RI: Reading Informational Text 
 

http://doe.louisiana.gov/
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/k-12-ela-standards.pdf?sfvrsn=30
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/k-12-ela-standards.pdf?sfvrsn=30
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Scoring Rubrics 
There are two rubrics used to score the PCRs—one to score student responses to the Literary Analysis Task (LAT) and the Research 
Simulation Task (RST) and one to score student responses to the Narrative Writing Task (NWT).  

When scoring the combined Reading Comprehension and Written Expression dimension in the LAT or RST, a holistic score is determined, 
based on which score point best describes that response. That holistic score is multiplied by four. This means that if a student receives a 2 
for Reading Comprehension and Written Expression, the student will receive a score of 8 for this dimension. This score is then added to the 
Conventions score to provide the total score for the RST or the LAT. The NWT differs in that the holistic score for Written Expression is 
multiplied by three and then combined with the Conventions score to calculate the total score.  

The table below summarizes the scoring of the ELA Tasks for English I and English II. 

Scoring of English I and English II Tasks 

Task Dimensions 
Score Points by 

Dimension 
Weight 

Points by 
Dimension 

Total 
Points 

Rubric 

Literary 
Analysis 

Reading Comprehension and 
Written Expression 

4, 3, 2, 1, or 0 4 16 
19 

LAT/RST 
Rubric 

Conventions 3, 2, 1, or 0 1 3 

Research 
Simulation 

Reading Comprehension and 
Written Expression 

4, 3, 2, 1, or 0 4 16 
19 

LAT/RST 
Rubric 

Conventions 3, 2, 1, or 0 1 3 

Narrative 
Writing 

Written Expression 4, 3, 2, 1, or 0 3 12 
15 

NWT 
Rubric Conventions 3, 2, 1, or 0 1 3 

 

 

  

http://doe.louisiana.gov/
https://doe.louisiana.gov/school-system-leaders/measuring-results/assessment-guidance
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/assessment-guidance/leap-2025-grades-6-10-literary-analysis-and-research-simulation-task-rubric.pdf?sfvrsn=17536218_6
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/assessment-guidance/leap-2025-grades-6-10-literary-analysis-and-research-simulation-task-rubric.pdf?sfvrsn=17536218_6
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/assessment-guidance/leap-2025-grades-6-10-literary-analysis-and-research-simulation-task-rubric.pdf?sfvrsn=17536218_6
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/assessment-guidance/leap-2025-grades-6-10-literary-analysis-and-research-simulation-task-rubric.pdf?sfvrsn=17536218_6
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/assessment-guidance/leap-2025-grades-6-8-narrative-writing-task-rubric.pdf?sfvrsn=10
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/assessment-guidance/leap-2025-grades-6-8-narrative-writing-task-rubric.pdf?sfvrsn=10
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Reporting Categories 
Student performance on the LEAP ELA assessments will be reported by category and subcategory, as outlined in the following table. 

Category Subcategory Subcategory Description 

Reading 

Reading Literary Text Students read and demonstrate comprehension of grade-level fiction, drama, and 
poetry. 

Reading Informational Text Students read and demonstrate comprehension of grade-level nonfiction, including 
texts about history, science, and the arts. 

Reading Vocabulary Students use context to determine the meaning of words and phrases in grade-level 
texts. 

Writing 
Written Expression Students use details from provided texts to compose well-developed, organized, clear 

writing. 
Written Knowledge and Use of 
Language Conventions 

Students use the rules of Standard English (grammar, mechanics, and usage) to 
compose writing.  

These reporting categories provide parents and educators valuable information about 
● overall student performance, including readiness to continue further study in English language arts; 
● student performance broken down by subcategories, which may help identify when students need additional support or more 

challenging work in reading and writing; and 
● how well schools and school systems are helping students achieve expectations. 

 
Achievement-Level Definitions 
Achievement-level definitions briefly describe the expectations for student performance at each of Louisiana’s five achievement levels:  
● Advanced: Students performing at this level have exceeded college and career readiness expectations and are well prepared for the 

next level of study in this content area. 
● Mastery: Students performing at this level have met college and career readiness expectations and are prepared for the next level of 

study in this content area. 
● Basic: Students performing at this level have nearly met college and career readiness expectations and may need additional support to 

be fully prepared for the next level of study in this content area. 

http://doe.louisiana.gov/
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● Approaching Basic: Students performing at this level have partially met college and career readiness expectations and will need much 
support to be prepared for the next level of study in this content area. 

● Unsatisfactory: Students performing at this level have not yet met the college and career readiness expectations and will need 
extensive support to be prepared for the next level of study in this content area. 

Achievement Level Descriptors 
Achievement Level Descriptors (ALDs) indicate what typical students at each level should be able to demonstrate based on their command 
of grade-level standards. The English I ALDs and English II ALDs are written for the two assessment categories of Reading and Writing. 

Test Administration 
Administration Information 
The LEAP English I and English II tests are given during three administrations. The school or district test coordinator will communicate each 
school’s testing schedule. For updates to the testing schedule, refer to the 2025-2026 Louisiana Assessment Calendar.  

The field testing that had been previously scheduled for the Spring administration has been canceled. 

Administration Testing Window Student-Level Results 

Fall December 1, 2025—December 19, 2025 In window 

Spring April 1 , 2026—May 15, 2026 In window 

Summer June 22, 2026—June 26, 2026 In window 

 

All LEAP assessments are timed. No additional time is permitted, except for students who have a documented extended time 
accommodation (e.g., an IEP). The table that follows outlines the session information for the English I and English II assessments.  

 

 

 

 

http://doe.louisiana.gov/
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/assessment/leap-2025-english-i-achievement-level-descriptors.pdf?sfvrsn=2
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/assessment/leap-2025-english-ii-achievement-level-descriptors.pdf?sfvrsn=2
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/assessment/2025-2026-assessment-calendar.pdf?sfvrsn=4e575552_3


 

February 2026 
Louisiana Department of Education 
doe.louisiana.gov  |  P.O. Box 94064 •  Baton Rouge, LA •  70804-9064 Page 9 

 

 
Session  LEAP English I and English II Tests Time 

Session 1 
Literary Analysis Task and a passage set with one text OR  
Research Simulation Task 90 minutes 

Session 2 
Research Simulation Task OR  
Narrative Writing Task and a passage set with one text or a pair of related texts 

90 minutes 

Session 3 Reading Literary/Informational Texts 80 minutes 

 
Scheduling Requirements for Computer-Based Testing 
Computer-based testing allows school systems some flexibility in scheduling. However, to reduce incidences of testing irregularities, school 
systems must adhere to the following scheduling and administration practices: 
● Testing students in the same grade level across the school at or very close to the same time 
● Completing makeup testing for students immediately upon their return 
● Limiting student interaction during breaks between test sessions 
● Isolating students who have not completed testing for the day (e.g., students with extended time accommodation) 
● Preventing interaction between groups of students taking the same tests at different times within a testing day 
● Requiring the completion of a session once it is opened (i.e., limiting the reopening of test sessions) 
● Taking the sessions within a content area in the correct order (e.g., ELA Session 1 taken before ELA Session 2) 

We also recommend the following: 
● limiting sessions to no more than three in one day for a student  
● administering no more than one session that includes an extended-response task or writing prompt (e.g.,  Session 1 and Session 2 of 

English I and English II) in a day to an individual student  
 
  

http://doe.louisiana.gov/
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Testing Platform 
Students will enter their answers into the online testing system. The way each answer is entered 
depends on the item type. For example, for an EBSR item with one correct answer in each part, a 
student will click on the circle next to the correct answer in Part A and in Part B. When 
responding to a PCR, students will type their essays into a response box, like the one shown on 
the right. 

The toolbar at the top of the response box allows students to undo or redo an action; add 
boldface, italics, or underlining to their response; and check the spelling of words in their 
response. There is a limit to the number of characters that can be typed into the response box; 
however, it is set well beyond what a student might produce given the LEAP 2025 essay 
expectations and time limits. The character count is not included on the response box so 
students focus on the quality of their essays rather than the amount of writing.  
 
The online tests include the following tools, which allow a student to select answer choices, 
“mark” items, eliminate answer options, take notes, enlarge the item, and guide the reading of a 
text or an item line by line. A help tool is also featured to assist students as they use the online 
system. 

 
 
All students should work through the Online Tools Training (OTT), available in INSIGHT or through this link using the Chrome browser, to 
practice using the online tools so they are well prepared to navigate the online testing system.

 

http://doe.louisiana.gov/
https://wbte.drcedirect.com/LA/portals/la
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Testing Materials 
All students must receive scratch paper and pencils from their test administrator for each test session. Students will not be allowed to use 
dictionaries and thesauruses on any part of the test. Because the ELA tests integrate reading and writing, the use of a dictionary or 
thesaurus would compromise the measurement of many reading standards. For example, a student would be able to look up key vocabulary 
words or other words essential to measuring a student’s understanding of a text. Definitions that are important to understanding the text 
but do not have sufficient context will be provided as footnotes for words. The scoring of the written responses takes into account the 
absence of such resources and the time constraints of each task.  

Sample Test Items 
This section includes samples of each item type: Evidence-Based Selected Response (EBSR), Technology Enhanced (TE), Multiple Select 
(MS), and Prose Constructed Response (PCR). The sample items, and the passages associated with them, are also included in the Online 
Tools Training, available in INSIGHT or through this link using the Chrome browser. 

The LEAP ELA practice tests allow teachers to better understand the expectations of the LEAP ELA tests. The practice tests for English I 
and English II are available as PDFs in the DRC INSIGHT Portal (eDIRECT) and online through the teacher access link. Information about how 
to incorporate the practice test content into instruction can be found in the ELA Practice Test Guidance.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://doe.louisiana.gov/
https://wbte.drcedirect.com/LA/portals/la
https://www.drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-v2-ui/#/login
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/assessment/leap-2025-practice-test-quick-start-guide.pdf?sfvrsn=62bf971f_2
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/assessment/leap-2025-ela-practice-test-guidance.docx?sfvrsn=31d4971f_1
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Evidence-Based Selected Response Item (with two parts) 

 

http://doe.louisiana.gov/
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Evidence-Based Selected-Response Item (with three parts) 

 

http://doe.louisiana.gov/
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http://doe.louisiana.gov/
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Technology-Enhanced Item 
 

 
 
  

http://doe.louisiana.gov/
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Multiple-Select Item 
 

 
  

http://doe.louisiana.gov/
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Prose Constructed-Response Item 
 

  

http://doe.louisiana.gov/
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Resources
K-12 ELA Resources  
● Louisiana Student Standards in ELA: provides comprehensive 

information about interpreting and implementing the 
standards 

● K-12 ELA Planning Resources: provides guidance for 
planning and implementing quality ELA instruction, which 
include a variety of instructional strategies 

● English Learner Resources Webpage: contains a collection of 
resources for supporting ELs 

● ELA Guidebooks: presents a whole-class curriculum made by 
teachers for teachers and focused on real learning grounded 
in a collection of texts 

Assessment Guidance Webpage  
● Assessment Development Educator Review Committees: 

describes the item development process and associated 
committees, with information on applying for participation 

Practice Test  
● LEAP 2025 ELA Practice Test Guidance: provides guidance on 

how teachers might better use the ELA practice tests to 
support their instructional goals  

● LEAP 2025 English I Practice Test and Answer Key and 
English II Practice Test and Answer Key: help prepare 
students for the spring assessments and provides scoring 
information for teachers 

● Practice Test Quick Start Guide: provides information 
regarding administration and scoring of the online practice 
tests 

 
 
 
 

LEAP 360   
● Diagnostic and Interim Quick Start Guides: provide 

information about administration and scoring of the 
diagnostic and interim tests 

● Diagnostic and Interim guidance documents: explain how to 
incorporate the interim and diagnostic content into 
instruction 

Assessment Resources Webpage  
● 2025-2026 Louisiana Assessment Calendar: includes 

information on testing windows for test administrations 
● LEAP 2025 Technology-Enhanced Item Types: provides a 

summary of the different kinds of technology-enhanced 
items students may encounter in any CBT across courses and 
grade-levels  

● LEAP 2025 Accessibility and Accommodations Manual: 
provides information about  accessibility features and 
accommodations  

 
INSIGHTTM 
● Online Tools Training: allows students to become familiar 

with the tools available in the online testing platform  
● LEAP 2025 English I and English II Practice Tests: provide 

sample items and tasks to incorporate into instruction 

Contact the LDOE 
● assessment@la.gov for assessment questions 
● classroomsupporttoolbox@la.gov for curriculum and 

instruction questions 
● ldoecommunications@la.gov to subscribe to newsletters; 

include newsletter(s) you want to subscribe to in your email 

Newsroom: archived copies of newsletters including LDOE Weekly 
School System Newsletters and Teacher Leader Newsletters

http://doe.louisiana.gov/
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/k-12-ela-standards.pdf?sfvrsn=36
https://doe.louisiana.gov/educators/instructional-support/planning-resources/k-12-ela-year-long-planning
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Updates Log 
The table below lists any updates made to this document after the original posting date. 

Available Description of Updates 

February 2026 Updated 2025-2026 Assessment Guide posting (Removal of Session 4 Field Testing) 

July 2025 2025-2026 Assessment Guide original posting 

 

Email assessment@la.gov with any questions or comments about this assessment guide. 
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