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Purpose 
This document is designed to help Louisiana educators understand the LEAP English Language Arts (ELA) assessments in grades 3-8. 

Introduction 
Students in grades 3-8 will take the LEAP ELA assessments, which provide  

●​ questions that have been reviewed by Louisiana educators to ensure their alignment to the Louisiana Student Standards for English 
Language Arts and appropriateness for Louisiana students;  

●​ measurement of the full range of student performance; and  
●​ information for educators and parents about student readiness in ELA and whether students are “on track” for college and careers. 

Vision for English Language Arts Standards and Assessment 
Louisiana students are ready for college and career success when they meet academic and workplace expectations without needing 
remediation in English language arts skills and concepts. This vision is grounded in state standards that demand rigorous, evidence-based 
literacy, ensuring that every student graduates prepared to comprehend and communicate complex information effectively. To support this 
commitment to college and career readiness, the LEAP English Language Arts (ELA) assessments are designed to reflect a holistic, 
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integrated approach to literacy that mirrors high-quality, classroom-based instruction. Rather than assessing reading and writing as isolated 
skills, the assessment framework measures a student's ability to deeply comprehend, analyze, and synthesize complex texts. The ELA 
assessment design is driven by the following core pillars:  

●​ Engagement with Complex, Knowledge-Rich Texts: Assessments prioritize authentic, grade-level literary and informational texts 
across a variety of disciplines. Students are required to engage in careful, close reading to unpack the nuances of these texts. 

●​ Evidence-Based Analysis: Students demonstrate their comprehension of grade-level texts by responding to standards-aligned reading 
and vocabulary items. Writing demands the strategic integration of explicit textual evidence to support ideas.  

●​ Scaffolded Meaning-Making: Question sequences are structured to build a cohesive understanding. This intentional ordering guides 
students through a progressive exploration of the text, allowing them to construct a deeper, more comprehensive meaning.  

●​ Focus on Significant Vocabulary: Assessment items target words that are essential to text comprehension and central to building 
disciplinary knowledge. Vocabulary evaluation emphasizes a student’s ability to use context to unlock both literal and figurative 
meanings.  
 

Assessment Design 

LEAP ELA Test Design 
The LEAP ELA tests consist of one writing task in Session 1 and several literary and informational passage sets in Sessions 2 and 3. The 
different tasks that students might take are the Research Simulation Task, the Literary Analysis Task, or the Narrative Writing Task.  
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Session 1 Focus of Session Assessable ELA Student Standards Grade 3 Times Grades 4-8 Times 

1 Research Simulation Task 
RI standards; vocabulary standards RI.4, L.4, L.5; writing standards W.1–2, 4, 7–8, 
10; conventions standards L.1–2, plus language skills from previous grades 

75 minutes 90 minutes 

OR 

1 
Literary Analysis Task 

RL standards; vocabulary standards RL.4, L.4, L.5; writing standards W.1-2, 4; 
conventions standards L.1-2, plus language skills from previous grades 75 minutes 90 minutes 

Reading Passage Set* RL or RI standards and vocabulary standards RL.4, RI.4, L.4, and L.5 

OR 

1 
Narrative Writing Task  

NWT: RL standards; vocabulary standards RL.4, L.4, L.5; writing standards W.3-4; 
conventions standards L.1-2, plus language skills from previous grades  75 minutes 90 minutes 

Reading Passage Set RL or RI standards and vocabulary standards RL.4, RI.4, L.4, and L.5 
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Sessions 2-3 Focus of Sessions Assessable ELA Student Standards Grade 3 Times Grades 4-8 Times 

2 Reading Literary and 
Informational Texts 

RL and RI standards and vocabulary standards RL.4, RI.4, L.4, and L.5 
45 minutes 55 minutes 

3 45 minutes 45 minutes 

NOTE:  Some sessions will include field-test questions and will provide information that will be used to help develop future test forms. 
*Reading Passage Set paired with the Literary Analysis Task (Grades 6-8 only)  
RL: Reading Literature; L: Language; W: Writing; RI: Reading Informational Text 

Item Types 
The LEAP ELA assessments include several types of items, as described below. All items are aligned to Louisiana Student Standards. 

Item Type Description Scoring Information 
Evidence-Ba
sed Selected 
Response 
(EBSR) 

●​ This item type consists of two parts (A and B); one part 
asks students to show their understanding of a text, 
and the other part asks students to identify evidence to 
support that understanding or to extend or apply the 
understanding. 

●​ Worth up to two points (2, 1, or 0) 
●​ Full credit (2 points): both parts correct 
●​ Partial credit (1 point): Part A is correct; Part B is not 

correct 
●​ No credit (0 points): only Part B is correct or neither part is 

correct 
Multiple 
Select (MS) 
 
 

●​ This item type asks students to choose more than one 
correct answer and only appears as part of an EBSR 
item.  

●​ Whenever this item type is used, the question always 
identifies in boldface the number of correct answers 
required. 

●​ EBSR rules apply: no credit if part A is incorrect. (No 
partial credit is given for the MS portion of an EBSR item.) 

Technology 
Enhanced 
(TE) 

●​ This item type uses technology to capture student 
comprehension of texts and may have one part or be 
part of an EBSR item. 

●​ For a summary of the different kinds of TE items and 
where to find examples of each type, refer to LEAP 
Technology-Enhanced Item Types. 

●​ Worth 2 points (2, 1, or 0) 
●​ Full credit (2 points): all correct responses—whether one 

or two parts—and ordered correctly, if required, OR if item 
includes six or more responses, full credit when student 
chooses all or nearly all correct responses (number of 
correct responses minus 1) 

●​ Partial credit (1 point): depends on item type and the 
number of choices needed 

●​ No credit (0 points): does not meet partial credit rules, or 
for a two-part TE item, only part B is correct 

Prose 
Constructed 
Response 

●​ This item type appears at the end of session 1 and asks 
students to create an extended and complete written 

●​ There are two rubrics used to score the student responses 
to the PCRs—one for the Research Simulation Task and 
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Item Type Description Scoring Information 
(PCR) response that elicits evidence that students have 

understood a text or texts they have read and can 
communicate that understanding well. 

●​ There are three different writing tasks that students 
might take: 

ο​ Research Simulation Task (RST): allows 

students to show their understanding of 
informational texts. 

ο​ Literary Analysis Task (LAT): allows students to 

show their understanding of literary texts. 

ο​ Narrative Writing Task (NWT): allows students 

to create a narrative related to a literary text. 

the Literary Analysis Task and one for the Narrative 
Writing Task. 

●​ A holistic score is determined, based on which score point 
best describes that response. 

●​ Grade 3 Scoring Rubrics: LAT/RST and NWT 
●​ Grades 4-5 Scoring Rubrics: LAT/RST and NWT 
●​ Grades 6-8 Scoring Rubrics: LAT/RST and NWT 

SR: Selected-Response—includes two-part items (EBSR), multiple-select items, and technology-enhanced items (on computer-based test only)   

Reporting Categories 
Student performance on the LEAP ELA assessments will be reported by category as outlined in the following table. 

Category Category /Subcategory Descriptions 

Reading 
Performance 

Reading Literary Text: Students read and demonstrate comprehension of grade-level fiction, drama, and poetry. 

Reading Informational Text: Students read and demonstrate comprehension of grade-level nonfiction, including texts 
about history, science, and the arts. 

Reading Vocabulary: Students use context to determine the meaning of words and phrases in grade-level texts. 

Writing 
Performance 

Students use details from provided texts to compose well-developed, organized, clear writing and incorporate the rules of 
Standard English (grammar, mechanics, and usage). 

 
Achievement-Level Definitions 
Achievement-level definitions briefly describe the expectations for student performance at each of Louisiana’s five achievement levels:  
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●​ Advanced: Students performing at this level have exceeded college and career readiness expectations and are well prepared for the 
next level of study in this content area. 

●​ Mastery: Students performing at this level have met college and career readiness expectations and are prepared for the next level of 
study in this content area. 

●​ Basic: Students performing at this level have nearly met college and career readiness expectations and may need additional support to 
be fully prepared for the next level of study in this content area. 

●​ Approaching Basic: Students performing at this level have partially met college and career readiness expectations and will need much 
support to be prepared for the next level of study in this content area.  

●​ Unsatisfactory: Students performing at this level have not yet met the college and career readiness expectations and will need 
extensive support to be prepared for the next level of study in this content area. 

Achievement Level Descriptors 
Achievement Level Descriptors (ALDs) indicate what typical students at each level should be able to demonstrate based on their command of 
grade-level standards. The ELA ALDs are written for the two assessment categories of Reading and Writing. 
 

Test Administration 
Administration Schedule for Computer-Based Testing 
The computer-based testing window opens April 1, 2027, and runs through May 12, 2027. The school or district test coordinator will 
communicate each school’s testing schedule. For updates to the testing schedule, refer to the 2026-2027 Louisiana Assessment Calendar. All 
LEAP assessments are timed. No additional time is permitted, except for students who have a documented extended time accommodation 
(e.g., an IEP).  

Scheduling Requirements for Computer-Based Testing 
Computer-based testing allows school systems some flexibility in scheduling. However, to reduce incidences of testing irregularities, school 
systems must adhere to the following scheduling and administration practices: 
●​ Testing students in the same grade level across the school at or very close to the same time 
●​ Completing makeup testing for students immediately upon their return 
●​ Limiting student interaction during breaks between test sessions 
●​ Isolating students who have not completed testing for the day (e.g., students with extended time accommodation) 
●​ Preventing interaction between groups of students taking the same assessments at different times within a testing day 
●​ Requiring the completion of a session once it is opened (i.e., limiting the reopening of test sessions) 
●​ Taking the sessions within a content area in the correct order (e.g., ELA Session 1 taken before ELA Session 2) 
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We also recommend the following:  
●​ Limiting sessions to no more than three in one day for a student 

 
Testing Platform 
Students taking the computer-based tests will enter their answers into the online testing system. 
The way each answer is entered depends on the item type.  

When responding to a PCR, students will type their essays into a response box, like the one shown on 
the right. The toolbar at the top of the response box allows students to undo or redo an action; add 
boldface, italics, or underlining to their response; and check the spelling of words in their response. 
The character count is not included on the response box so students focus on the quality of their 
written response rather than the amount of writing.  

The computer-based tests include the following online tools, which allow a student to select answer 
choices, “mark” items, eliminate answer options, take notes, enlarge the item, and guide the reading 
of a text or an item line by line. A help tool is also featured to assist students as they use the online 
system. 

 

All students taking the computer-based tests should work through the Online Tools Training (OTT), available in INSIGHT, to practice using 
the online tools so they are well prepared to navigate the online testing system. 
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Administration Schedule for Paper-Based Testing 
The paper-based testing (PBT) window is April 7, 2027, through April 13, 2027. The table below shows the PBT schedule for grade 3. 

PBT Testing Window: April 7, 2027—April 13, 2027 Session Times 

Wednesday, April 7, 2027 
English Language Arts Session 1 75 minutes 

Mathematics, Session 1 65 minutes 

Thursday, April 8, 2027 
English Language Arts Session 2 45 minutes 

Mathematics, Session 2 65 minutes 

Friday, April 9, 2027 
English Language Arts Session 3 45 minutes 

Mathematics, Session 3 65 minutes 

Monday, April 12, 2027 
Science, Session 1 70 minutes 

Science, Session 2 70 minutes 

Tuesday, April 13, 2027 
Social Studies, Session 1 80 minutes 

Social Studies, Session 2 80 minutes 

Paper-Based Tests 
Students taking the paper-based tests, except those using braille test materials, will enter all answers in their test booklets. There will be no 
separate answer documents. Instructions for how to manage the test booklets will be outlined in the Test Administration Manual. 

Students will fill in the circle next to the correct answer(s) for the selected-response questions, which include evidence-based 
selected-response and multiple-select questions. When students are answering the prose constructed-response question in session 1, which 
requires a written response, they should make sure to write their response in the space provided. Any information written outside the space or 
which has been scratched out in the test booklet will not be scored. The following information presents guidelines for marking/writing in the 
LEAP English language arts consumable test booklet.  
●​ Students are encouraged to mark the reading passages and questions in the test booklet (e.g., highlight or underline evidence, annotate 

the passage, circle key words in the questions), especially as part of their preparation to respond to the writing task. 
●​ Students may use yellow highlighters to highlight text in the test booklet. 
●​ Highlighting text in options and placing an X to the right of the text in an option are recommended ways for students to eliminate options. 

However, crossing out options could create scoring issues if students mark through answer circles.   
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●​ When students are answering items requiring written responses, they should make sure to write their responses in the space provided. 
Any information written outside the space or which has been scratched out in the printed test booklet will not be scored. 

Sample Test Items 
This section includes samples of each item type: Evidence-Based Selected Response (EBSR), Technology Enhanced (TE), Multiple Select 
(MS), and Prose Constructed Response (PCR). The sample items, and the passages associated with them, are also included in the Online Tools 
Training, available in INSIGHT.  

The LEAP ELA practice tests allow teachers to better understand the expectations of the LEAP ELA tests.  

●​ The practice test for grade 3 is available as a PDF in the LDOE Assessment Guidance Webpage and in the DRC INSIGHT Portal 
(eDIRECT).  

●​ The practice tests for grades 4–8 are available as PDFs in the DRC INSIGHT Portal (eDIRECT) and online through the teacher access 
link.  

●​ Information about how to incorporate the practice test content into instruction can be found in the ELA Practice Test Guidance.  
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Evidence-Based Selected-Response Item (Grade 3) 
 

 
 
 
July 2026 
Louisiana Department of Education 
doe.louisiana.gov  |  P.O. Box 94064 •  Baton Rouge, LA •  70804-9064​ Page 9 

http://doe.louisiana.gov/


 

Technology-Enhanced Item (Grade 6) 
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Multiple-Select Item (Grade 5) 
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Prose Constructed-Response Item (Grade 8) 
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Resources 
ELA Resources  
●​ Louisiana Student Standards in ELA: provides comprehensive 

information about interpreting and implementing the standards 
●​ K-12 ELA Planning Resources: provides guidance for planning 

and implementing quality ELA instruction, including a variety of 
instructional strategies 

●​ English Learner Resources Webpage: contains a collection of 
resources for supporting Els 

 
Assessment Guidance Webpage  
●​ Assessment Development Educator Review Committees: 

describes the item development process and the 
associated committees; includes information on applying 
for participation 

●​ Achievement Level Descriptors: describes the typical 
performance that could be expected at each achievement 
level 

 

Practice Test  
●​ LEAP ELA Practice Test Guidance: provides guidance on how 

teachers might better use the ELA practice tests to support their 
instructional goals  

●​ Practice Test Quick Start Guide: provides information regarding 
administration/scoring of the online practice tests 

●​ LEAP Practice Test Answer Keys: helps prepare students for the 
spring assessments and provides scoring information for 
teachers 

●​ INSIGHTTM Online Tools Training: helps students become 
familiar with the online testing platform 

 

 
LEAP 360  
●​ Diagnostic and Interim Quick Start Guides: provide information 

about administration and scoring of the diagnostic and interim 
tests  

●​ Diagnostic and Interim guidance documents: explain how to 
incorporate the interim and diagnostic content into instruction 

 
Assessment Resources Webpage 
●​ 2026-2027 Louisiana Assessment Calendar: includes 

information on testing windows for test administrations 
●​ LEAP Technology-Enhanced Item Types: provides a summary of 

the different kinds of technology-enhanced items students may 
encounter in any CBT across courses and grade levels  

●​ LEAP Accessibility and Accommodations Manual: provides 
information about accessibility features and accommodations 

 

Contact Us 
●​ assessment@la.gov for assessment questions 
●​ classroomsupporttoolbox@la.gov for curriculum and instruction 

questions 
●​ ldoecommunications@la.gov to subscribe to newsletters; 

include the newsletter(s) you want to subscribe to in your 
email 

Newsletters: offers archived copies of newsletters including the 
LDOE Weekly School System Newsletter and the Teacher Leader 
Newsletter 
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