
Welcome!

Please make sure that your phone or computer is muted and 
that you have turned off your computer’s camera.

To do this, hover over the bottom                                                                 
left-hand side of your screen and                                                                         
click “Mute” and “Stop Video”.                                                                
Once both have been turned off,                                                                      
you should see this visual. 
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LEAP Connect Sample ELA CR Item Grades 6-8, 11

The LEAP Connect ELA assessment contains one Constructed Response (CR) item per grade. 
CRs require students to produce a permanent product in response to a prompt while using 
stimuli, templates, and TA guidance

The sample CRs give 
educators and 
students a chance to 
practice these items

Students may use 
their preferred 
method of 
communication

Teachers may use 
these items as often as 
they wish to familiarize 
themselves and their 
students with the 
process. 
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Best First Steps

1. Preview the item and go through the motions of taking the item as a student.
2. Read the LEAP Connect Sample CR Guidance.

1. Review the writing standards in the appropriate grade level for the: Louisiana 
Connectors for Students with Significant Disabilities

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/students-with-disabilities/k-12-louisiana-connectors-for-students-with-significant-disabilities.pdf?sfvrsn=10
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Agenda

The purpose of this webinar is to provide support in using the LEAP Connect sample 
Constructed Response item.

1. Overview
2. Materials needed
3. Administration
4. Troubleshooting
5. Wrap Up



Overview
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Why a Constructed Response?

All grade levels have writing standards, but most of them use the language of:

Produce a permanent product

using scripted guidance, 
visuals, a template and 
more

using the student’s 
preferred mode of 
communication

Making it 
accessible
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Writing Connectors

Grade 6

LC.W.7.2a Produce an 
informative/explanatory permanent 
product which has an introduction that 
clearly previews information to follow 
about a topic.

LC.W.6.4 Produce a clear, coherent 
permanent product that is appropriate to 
the specific task (e.g., topic or text), 
purpose (e.g., to inform or entertain), and 
audience (e.g., reader).

LC.W.6.5a With guidance and support from 
peers and adults, develop a plan for 
permanent products (e.g., brainstorm 
topics, select a topic, gather information, 
create a draft). 

Grade 8

LC.W.8.2a Produce an 
informative/explanatory permanent 
product which has an introduction that 
clearly previews information to follow 
about a topic.

LC.W.8.5a With guidance and support from 
peers and adults, develop a plan for 
permanent products (e.g., brainstorm 
topics, select a topic, gather information, 
create a draft).

LC.W.8.3b Organize events so they unfold 
naturally.

LC.W.8.3e Use precise words and phrases, 
relevant descriptive details, and sensory 
language to capture the action and convey 
experiences and events.

Grade 11

LC.W.11-12.2a Produce an 
informative/explanatory permanent 
product which has an introduction that 
clearly previews information to follow 
about a topic

LC.W.11-12.1a Introduce claim(s) for an 
argument that reflects knowledge of the 
topic.

LC.W.9-10.2c Develop the topic (i.e., add 
additional information related to the topic) 
with facts, extended definitions, concrete 
details, quotations, or other information 
and examples that are most relevant to the 
focus and appropriate for the audience

LC.W.11-12.2g Provide a concluding 
statement or section that follows from and 
supports the information or explanation 
presented.



Materials Needed
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LEAP Connect Sample Constructed Response 
Directions for Administration

This document has specific instructions for the 
sample CR items such as:

1. exact wording of the items to be read by 
the TA

2. a list of materials needed
3. guidelines for how to present the items to 

the student

Download this from the Assessment Guidance Library: 
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/
assessment-guidance

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/assessment-guidance
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LEAP Connect Sample Constructed Response Stimuli

The stimuli guide the student through the process to 
produce a permanent product. The stimuli include:

● graphic organizer
● school activity cards
● outside activity cards
● school and outside activity cards
● grammar and punctuation cards
● Student Response Template

Some of the cards may need to be cut before 
administration. 
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Student Response Template

The Student Response Template 
is where students will produce 
their constructed response. 

It contains sentence stems that 
are identified in the Directions for 
Administration. 



Administration
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Getting Ready

Have these ready, side-by-side.
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Before You Start

Read through the Directions for Administration and the Constructed Response Stimuli to see 
if you:

• need to prepare materials for student to use
• should download materials to an alternative communication device
• need to create additional images or stimuli cards
• have questions about format or administration

Send your questions to assessment@la.gov. 
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Step 1

Begin reading--
Standard print contains text to be read 
aloud to the student.

The italicized print describes 
action instructions for the TA.
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The Prompt

This Sample CR begins with a prompt that explains what the student needs to do.  

You may want to create images to go along with this prompt if you 

feel that it will help students understand better. However, you do not 

want them to focus on the images themselves for their own CR. 
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Continuing Administration

Continue reading and following the instructions in the Directions for Administration while 
keeping the stimuli close at hand. 

Pay especially close attention to when the instructions tell you to remove certain cards.

This refers to 

the graphic 

organizer

This lets you know which 

cards to present and when.
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Following the Directions

The directions give  students an opportunity to 
come up with their own activity to use. If they 
don’t, they can use one from the stimuli.  



20

Step by Step

The DTA continues with steps to fill out the graphic organizer including adding details. 
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Directions Match the Student Response Template

Remember that a student 

may use a scribe. No 

actual physical writing is 

required for the CR 

activity.
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Revising

The Directions for 
Administration include steps for 
editing/revising.

This is the part of the process 
that may need to be practiced 
most. 

This is 

from the 

Student 

Response 

Template
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Adding Punctuation

The Directions for Administration includes scripted instructions for students to add end 
punctuation.  
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Final Step in Administration

The final step is to read the completed response to the student.
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Scoring

On the operational 
test, the CR items are 
handscored by the 
test administration 
vendor. If the 
student’s teacher 
wishes to score the 
student’s response, 
they may do so using 
the rubrics found in 
the LEAP Connect 
Assessment Guide 
Grades 6-8 or High 
School.

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/leap-connect-assessment-guide-for-grades-6-8.pdf?sfvrsn=2fe89c1f_7
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/leap-connect-assessment-guide-for-high-school.pdf?sfvrsn=2ae89c1f_7
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Breaking Down the Rubric

On the 
assessment, 
the CR is worth 
9 points.

3 points are 
awarded for 
each category

Look over this rubric.

What does a student have 
to do to get full credit in 
each category?
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Connecting the Template to the Rubric

Then, look back at the Student Response Template

The template is designed to guide the 

students through the process of 

constructing a narrative.

They’re then scored on those pieces. 



Troubleshooting
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Common Obstacles

● Student is non-verbal
• TA must work with student’s preferred communication modality
• TA should review materials before administering to see what accommodations 

must be made 
• TA should reproduce or cut out stimuli for use during administration

● Student cannot physically write/type
• TA should review the sample CR materials and the grade-specific rubric
• student may point to or indicate responses through their preferred communication 

modality 
• TA may scribe the entire response (however those are conveyed) on the Student 

Response Template for the student

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/assessment-guidance


Wrap Up
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Next Steps

Email assessment@la.gov with any questions.

Key Dates Action

Now

● Administer LEAP Connect Sample ELA CR
● Review Guidance for the LEAP Connect ELA Sample CR Guidance
● Use the LEAP Connect OTT (access with Google Chrome)
● Review the LEAP Connect Assessment Guides

January 2019 Receive and review LEAP Connect TA training and materials

February 4 - March 
15, 2019

LEAP Connect assessment window

mailto:assessment@la.gov
https://wbte.drcedirect.com/LA/portals/la
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/assessment-guidance
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Resources

• LEAP Connect Assessment Guides—provides information about the LEAP Connect 
assessments

• LEAP Connect Achievement Level Descriptors—a guide to the Achievement Levels with 
a list of the skills and knowledge students at each level are generally able to 
demonstrate

• Online Tools Training—provides students and teachers opportunities to become 
familiar with the tools available in the online testing platform

• LA Connectors for Students with Significant Disabilities—K-12  ELA and math standards 
for instruction of SWSD

• LA Connectors Essential Elements Cards—cards that assist educators with 
individualizing instruction for SWSD both in inclusive and self-contained environments

• Lesson Plan Adaptation-ELA and Lesson Plan Adaptation-Math—templates for lesson 
plans with supports and accommodations for SWSH for ELA and math at any grade level

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/assessment-guidance
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/leap-connect-achievement-level-descriptors.pdf?sfvrsn=233e951f_2
http://web-td.drcedirect.com/LA/portals/la
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/students-with-disabilities/k-12-louisiana-connectors-for-students-with-significant-disabilities.pdf?sfvrsn=10
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/students-with-significant-cognitive-disabilities
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/students-with-significant-cognitive-disabilities
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/students-with-significant-cognitive-disabilities

