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Objectives and Agenda

Objectives

By the end of this presentation, participants will 
understand and be able to communicate:

● the vision for social studies and how the new 
assessments will support that vision and

● the key features of the spring 2024 LEAP 
Social Studies Field Tests in grades 3–8 and 
civics.

Agenda

● New Standards, Vision, 
and New Assessment 

● Available Resources

● Key Features of the 
New Assessments

● Next Steps 
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Social Studies Standards

In March 2022, BESE approved the 2022 Louisiana Student Standards 
for Social Studies (LSSSS). 

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/academic-curriculum/2022-k-12-louisiana-student-standards-for-social-studies.pdf?sfvrsn=df396518_24


5

Vision for Social Studies

Our goal is to graduate students who 

● have broad and deep knowledge about the world,

● are able to express reasoned and nuanced arguments, and

● are prepared to participate in civic life.



New LEAP Social Studies Assessments

The new LEAP Social Studies assessments will

● include grade/course-specific tests for grades 3–8 social studies and high school civics

● reflect the vision and instructional priorities for social studies

● ask students to answer standards-aligned questions about the content that require 
them to apply their knowledge and skills and use sources embedded within the test

● involve reviews by Louisiana educators throughout the development process

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/academic-curriculum/2022-k-12-louisiana-student-standards-for-social-studies.pdf?sfvrsn=df396518_24
https://louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment-guidance/assessment-content-educator-review-committees.pdf?sfvrsn=3bbe931f_76


Timeline

Please contact assessment@la.gov with questions.

mailto:assessment@la.gov


The LEAP Civics assessment will replace the LEAP 2025 U.S. History 
assessment as the Social Studies assessment required for graduation. 

High School Social Studies

Freshmen 
Cohort

Required High School Social 
Studies Assessment

2023–2024 U.S. History

2024–2025 
and beyond

Civics

A cohort is made up of all students who entered ninth grade for 
the first time in the state of Louisiana in a given academic year 
(Bulletin 111, §703). 

Please contact assessment@la.gov with questions.

https://www.doa.la.gov/media/jvkiixid/28v11.doc
mailto:assessment@la.gov


The U.S. History assessment will 
continue to be available as a 
state-administered test through 
2026–2027.

The U.S. History assessment will 
maintain the same design, 
alignment, reporting approach, 
and rubrics as in past 
administrations.

High School Social Studies

School Year U.S. History Civics

2023–2024

State-administered 
operational assessment

State-administered 
field test in spring 2024

2024–2025 

State-administered 
operational assessment

2025–2026

2026–2027 

2027–2028 
and beyond

School system-
administered 
operational assessment 
for relevant cohorts

Please contact assessment@la.gov with questions.

See the Social Studies Assessment Updates
document in the Assessment Guidance 
Library for this information and more.

mailto:assessment@la.gov
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment-guidance/social-studies-assessment-updates.pdf?sfvrsn=ee086218_10
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/assessment-guidance


In spring 2024, students will take field tests only in social studies grades 3–8 
and civics. Features of the Social Studies and Civics Field Tests include:

● three sessions

● timed

● administered online for all grades, with school systems having an option 
for paper-based tests (PBTs) in grade 3

● required participation by all students, including students with disabilities 
and English learners

The primary purposes of field testing are to gather information on items. Field-
test items are not used for student- or school-level scores, which means no 
reports will be available.

Social Studies Field Test

Please contact assessment@la.gov with questions.

mailto:assessment@la.gov


Topic and Source 
Proposal and 

Review

Source Review 
Committee 
Meeting(s)

Assessment Development Process

Operational Test 
Bank Eligibility 
Determination

Source Updates 
and Approval

Item 
Development and 

Review

Item Review 
Committee 
Meeting(s)

Item Updates and 
Approval

Field Testing
Rangefinding 
Committee 
Meeting(s) 

Data 
Review

Development of the LEAP Social Studies assessments involves input from Louisiana educators 
throughout the process. In addition to the meetings above, Standard Setting Committees 
also convene following the first operational administration for a new assessment program.

2+ 
years

Please contact assessment@la.gov with questions.

mailto:assessment@la.gov


Available Resources



Assessment Resources for Grades 3–8 and Civics
Resource Purpose Availability

Social Studies 
Field Test 
Guidance

● provide information about the field tests, including 
details on design and item types

Available now in 
the Assessment 
Guidance Library

Classroom 
Assessment 
Items

● offer examples of how knowledge and skills may be 
assessed

● provide educators with high-quality materials that 
they may choose to incorporate into daily 
instruction and/or classroom assessments

Available in 
summer 2023

Online Tools 
Trainings 
(OTTs)

● help students and educators become familiar with 
the tools and features of the testing platform

Available in 
fall 2023

Please contact assessment@la.gov with questions.

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/assessment-guidance
mailto:assessment@la.gov


Assessment Resources Timeline 
for Grades 3–8 and Civics

2024–2025 2025–2026 

● Social Studies Field 
Test Guidance  

● Classroom 
Assessment Items

● Online Tools 
Trainings (OTTs)

● Assessment Guides 
for 2025–2026

● Achievement-Level 
Descriptors 

● Assessment Guides 
for 2024–2025

● Additional Classroom 
Assessment Items

2023–2024

Please contact assessment@la.gov with questions.

mailto:assessment@la.gov


Assessment Resources for High School U.S. History

A variety of resources are also available now for the LEAP 2025 U.S. History 
assessment, including

● Assessment Guide for U.S. History*

● Online Tools Training (OTT)

● U.S. History Sample Set and Task

● U.S. History Practice Test

● U.S. History Practice Test Answer Key with sample student responses

● U.S. History Achievement-Level Descriptors

Please contact assessment@la.gov with questions.

*High school assessment guides for the 2023–2024 school year will be available in 
late summer–early fall 2023, after the summer 2023 administration is complete.

https://louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment-guidance/leap-2025-assessment-guide-for-u-s-history.pdf?sfvrsn=9b97fb04_48
https://wbte.drcedirect.com/LA/portals/la
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/assessment-guidance
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/practice-tests
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/leap-2025-u-s-history-practice-test-answer-key.pdf?sfvrsn=72fb951f_14
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/leap-2025-u-s-history-achievement-level-descriptors.pdf?sfvrsn=461e901f_2
mailto:assessment@la.gov


Key Features of the New Assessments:
What’s the same, and what’s new?
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Set-Based Design

The LEAP Social Studies tests will continue to have a set-based 
design with most items appearing in groups alongside a collection 
of related sources.



Design
The LEAP Social Studies Field Tests for each grade/course will contain 
sets, a task, and standalone items. Sets and tasks will continue to 
contain supporting items that lead to a culminating item.

*Multiple choice, multiple select, technology enhanced, two-part independent, two-part dependent

Components

Item Types

Selected 
Response*

Constructed 
Response

Written or 
Extended 
Response

Sets ✔ ✔ x

Task ✔ x ✔
Standalone Items ✔ x x



Sources
Sets, tasks, and standalone items may 
have a variety of source materials.

Sources on the assessment are 
intended to:

● provide a frame for the sets, 
tasks, and standalone items

● activate knowledge and stimulate 
thinking

● provide support for answering 
the questions



In addition to alignment to the 2022 LSSSS, items will be associated 
with the units of study in the Social Studies Course Frameworks and 
the skills and practices reflected in the standards.

Content Knowledge and Skills and Practices

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/academic-curriculum/2022-k-12-louisiana-student-standards-for-social-studies.pdf?sfvrsn=df396518_24


Units of Study



Course Frameworks



Skills and Practices



Skills and Practices Groups

Establishing Context Examining Sources Making Connections

Students use their social studies 
knowledge and skills to answer 
questions that may ask them to:
● Recognize factual information 

about people, places, events, 
ideas, developments, and/or 
processes

● Demonstrate understanding 
of factual details about 
economic, social, cultural, 
political, and/or geographic 
situations

Students use their social studies 
knowledge and skills to answer 
questions that may ask them to:
● Indicate the purpose and/or 

point of view of a source
● Examine claims and/or 

evidence from sources
● Determine points of 

agreement and/or 
disagreement among sources

● Consider the reliability and/or 
usefulness of a source

Students use their social studies 
knowledge and skills to answer 
questions that may ask them to:
● Examine cause and/or effect
● Compare and/or contrast
● Consider continuity and/or 

change
● Show patterns and/or trends
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To allow for measurement of the full depth and breadth of the 
standards and content, a range of item types will be part of the 
LEAP Social Studies Field Tests. 

Questions will ask students to use their social studies knowledge 
and skills to show understanding of content and concepts.

Item Types



Constructed Response (CR), 
Written Response (WR), and Extended Response (ER)

Characteristic Constructed Response (CR) Written Response (WR) Extended Response (ER)

Grades / Courses Grades 3-8, Civics Grades 3-5 Grades 6-8, Civics

Location culminating item in some sets culminating item in tasks culminating item in tasks

Response Length short medium extended

Point Value 3 points 6 points 8 points

Scoring Rubric holistic & item-specific criteria holistic; multiple dimensions holistic; multiple dimensions

NEW

NEW

Available 
Now in SoSt 
FT Guidance

Coming in 
summer 2023



Constructed Response (CR)

Use your social studies knowledge and the 
sources to answer the question.
Explain why two different accomplishments of 
George Washington were important to the 
United States.
As you write, be sure to fully answer all parts of 
the prompt using information and examples 
from your knowledge of social studies.

LSSSS Unit of Study

3.6a Unit 1: Founding of the 
United States of America

What’s the same?

● Culminating item for some sets

What’s new?

● Introductory statement and 
directions

● Worth 3 points

● Rubric
NEW



Constructed-Response (CR) Rubric

*Prompt-specific information will accompany the 1, 2, and 3 score points.
Note: Responses are not penalized for any errors in spelling, punctuation, grammar, or capitalization.

Score 
Point Description*

3

To earn a score of 3, the response must fully answer all parts of the prompt. The student’s response provides an 
accurate and complete answer to the prompt using information from their social studies content knowledge 
beyond what the sources provide. The answer may include a few errors that do not detract from the overall 
response.

2
To earn a score of 2, the response may fully answer part of the prompt or partially answer all parts of the prompt. 
The student’s response provides a mostly accurate but partially complete answer to the prompt using information 
from their social studies content knowledge beyond what the sources provide. The answer may include errors.

1

To earn a score of 1, the response minimally answers at least one part of the prompt. The student’s response 
provides a minimally accurate and/or minimally complete answer to the prompt using information from their 
social studies content knowledge beyond what the sources provide. The answer may include several errors that 
detract from the overall response.

0 The student’s response does not meet any criteria for a score of 1. The response is incorrect, too brief, or too 
unclear to evaluate.

Available 
Now in SoSt 
FT Guidance

NEW



Written Response (WR) and 
Extended Response (ER)

Use your social studies knowledge and the sources 
to answer the question.
Explain how the discovery of Tutankhamun’s tomb 
helped people understand civilization in ancient 
Egypt.
As you write, be sure to do the following:
● Provide a claim that answers all parts of the 

prompt.
● Support your claim with information and 

examples from your knowledge of social studies 
and evidence from the sources.

● Provide explanations and reasoning that show 
how your knowledge and evidence support 
your claim.

What’s the same?

● Culminating item for the task

● General criteria (claims, knowledge, 
evidence, reasoning)

What’s new?

● WR in grades 3–5 to reflect the LSSSS and 
to act as bridge to the ER

● Introductory statement and directions

● Rubrics

NEW

LSSSS Unit of Study

4.14d, 4.5 Unit 2: Ancient Near East The LEAP 2025 U.S. History assessment will 
continue to use the Content and Claims rubrics.



WR and ER Rubric Overview

Dimensions General Description WR
(G3–5)

ER
(G6–8, Civics)

Claims Response presents a claim that addresses the 
prompt 0–2 points 0–2 points

Information 
and Evidence

Response includes accurate information from 
social studies content knowledge and relevant 
evidence from the sources to support the claim

0–2 points 0–3 points

Analysis
and 
Reasoning

Response provides accurate explanations/analysis 
and clear reasoning to develop the claim 0–2 points 0–3 points

0–6 points 0–8 points

NEW

WR and ER rubrics coming in summer 2023
Coming 

soon



Multiple Choice (MC)
What’s the same?
● One correct answer 

among four options
● Worth 1 point
● No partial credit

What’s new?
● Introductory statement 

Use your social studies knowledge and the excerpt
to answer the question.
Which statement best describes Charlemagne’s 
influence on medieval Europe?

A. He  trained knights to protect manor lands 
from Roman invaders.

B. He prevented the spread of the Black Death 
and conflict in western Europe.

C. He convinced nobles to support him as the 
new leader of the Catholic Church.

D. He conquered much of western Europe and 
established the Holy Roman Empire.

LSSSS Unit of Study Skills & Practices 
Group Key

5.9c Unit 1: The Medieval World Making Connections D

NEW



Multiple Select (MS)

What’s the same?

● More than one correct 
answer among five or more 
options

● Stem identifies the number 
of correct answers

What’s new?

● Introductory statement 

● Allows for partial credit

Use your social studies knowledge, Source 2, and Source 3
to answer the question.
Which reasons best explain why colonists migrated to 
Jamestown?
Select the two correct answers.

A. to obtain valuable resources
B. to establish a new nation
C. to separate from England
D. to escape from religion persecution
E. to explore new economic opportunities

LSSSS Unit of Study Skills & Practices Group Key

6.9a
Unit 1: The Exploration 
and Settlement of 
North America

Making Connections A, ENEW



*Three-point TPIs may appear as culminating items in sets only and not in tasks or as 
standalone items.

Two-Part Items

Item Type Point 
Value Partial Credit Grades / 

Courses

Two-Part Independent (TPI)
2

Yes; earned by answering 
either part correctly

3–8, Civics

3* 5–8, Civics

Two-Part Dependent (TPD) 2 Yes; earned by answering 
the first part correctly 3–8, Civics

NEW



Two-Part Items

Two-Part Item

MS

TE MC

Two-Part 
Dependent 

(TPD)

Part A Correct

Part B Correct 
(2 points)

Part B Incorrect 
(1 point)

Part A Incorrect Cannot Get 
Point for Part B

Two-Part 
Independent 

(TPI)

Part A Correct

Part B Correct 
(2 points)

Part B Incorrect 
(1 point)

Part A Incorrect

Part B Correct 
(1 point)

Part B Incorrect 
(0 points)

NEW



Use your social studies knowledge and the picture to answer the question.
Part A
Which phrase best describes the purpose of the Martin Luther King, Jr. 
memorial?

A. to honor the work of an important civil rights leader
B. to recognize the discoveries of an important scientist
C. to remember the success of an important suffragist
D. to show respect for the efforts of an important abolitionist

Part B
Which statement describes an action that Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., is 
remembered for accomplishing?

A. He urged states to pass an amendment giving women the right to 
vote.

B. He helped to write the laws that brought about the end of slavery.
C. He encouraged the use of nonviolent methods to protest 

discrimination.
D. He developed faster ways for factories to make goods to sell.

LSSSS Unit of Study

3.6d,
3.6a

Unit 6: Toward a 
More Perfect Union

Skills & Practices 
Group Keys

Establishing 
Context

Part A: A
Part B: C

Two-Part 
Independent (TPI)

NEW



Two-Part 
Dependent (TPD)

NEWUse your social studies knowledge and the excerpt to 
answer the question.
Part A
Which argument about the goal of education in the 
United States does Horace Mann express in the excerpt?

A. Education must focus on teaching morals.
B. Education can create better citizens.
C. Education must prepare workers for jobs.
D. Education can improve checks and balances.

Part B
Which quotation from the excerpt best supports the 
answer to Part A?

A. “I mean much more than an ability to read”
B. “to include a cultivation of intellect”
C. “to understand those permanent and mighty laws”
D. “We live in a republic.”

LSSSS Unit of Study
Skills & 
Practices 
Group

7.11b Unit 4: A New 
Spirit of Change

Examining 
Sources

Key

Part A: B; Part B: C



Technology Enhanced (TE)

What’s the same?

● Available for computer-based 
tests (CBTs)

● Interactive technology to capture 
students’ understanding

● Available TE types (drag and drop, 
dropdown menu, hot spot, match 
interaction, text highlight)

What’s new?

● Introductory statement

● Available in grade 3 CBT, grade 4, and civics

● Worth 1 and 2 points in all grades/courses 
and includes 3-point TEs in grades 5-8 and 
civics

● One- and two-point TEs may appear 
anywhere within sets, as standalone items, 
as supporting items in tasks, and as part of 
TPIs and TPDs

NEW



TE: Drag and DropUse your social studies knowledge and the sources to 
answer the question.
Drag and drop into the flowchart the four correct 
events in chronological order, from earliest to most 
recent, to show how industrialization affected the 
United States.

LSSSS Unit of Study Skills & Practices 
Group Points

8.9a
Unit 2: The 
Changing 
Nation

Making 
Connections 3

Turn and Talk
How do the item types reflect 

the content and skills and 
practices of the new LSSSS?

What might the thinking 
required by the items look 

like in classroom instruction?



TE: Dropdown Menu Use your social studies knowledge and Source 3 to answer 
the question.
Select the best answer from each dropdown menu to 
complete the sentence about the picture shown in Source 
3.

LSSSS Unit of Study Skills & Practices Group Points

3-5SP1a Unit 1: Founding of the 
United States of America Examining Sources 2

Turn and 
Talk

Washington Crossing the Delaware
by Emanuel Leutze

This picture shows General George Washington 
leading the Continental Army across the Delaware 
River during the American Revolution. Washington led 
a surprise attack against German soldiers fighting for 
the British in Trenton, New Jersey. The Continental 
Army attacked early in the morning on December 26, 
1776. The battle was the first major success for the 
Continental Army. . The painting shown in the picture 
was created in 1851, almost 75 years later.



TE: Hot Spot

Use your civics knowledge and the map to answer 
the question.
The map shows the congressional districts for an 
imaginary state.
Select the district that is most likely gerrymandered.

LSSSS Unit of Study Skills & Practices Group Points

C.11g Unit 5: Elections 
and Politics Making Connections 1

Turn and Talk
How do the item types reflect 

the content and skills and 
practices of the new LSSSS?

What might the thinking 
required by the items look like 

in classroom instruction?



TE: Match 
Interaction

Use your social studies knowledge to answer the question.
Select the Reconstruction plan that most closely relates to each 
provision in the chart. Select one plan for each provision.

LSSSS Unit of Study Skills & Practices Group Points

7.14a Unit 6: Reconstructing the Nation Making Connections 2

Turn and Talk
How do the item types 
reflect the content and 

skills and practices of the 
new LSSSS?

What might the thinking 
required by the items 
look like in classroom 

instruction?



TE: Text Highlight

Turn and Talk
How do the item types reflect the 
content and skills and practices of 

the new LSSSS?

What might the thinking required 
by the items look like in 
classroom instruction?

Use your social studies knowledge and the 
excerpt to answer the question.
This excerpt has five outlined sentences. Select 
the two sentences that best show how the 
Supreme Court decision in Bailey v. Patterson 
advanced civil rights.

LSSSS Unit of Study Skills & Practices Group Points

8.15j Unit 6: Post-
War Era Examining Sources 2



Next Steps
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Next Steps

● Become familiar with the Social Studies Field Test Guidance and 
Classroom Assessment Items.

● Share the resources available in the Assessment Guidance Library with 
other educators.

● Subscribe to the newsletters and attend monthly calls.

● Contact assessment@la.gov with assessment questions and 
classroomsupporttoolbox@la.gov with questions about instructional 
materials.

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/assessment-guidance
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/newsroom/newsletters
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/school-system-support-calendar
mailto:assessment@la.gov
mailto:classroomsupporttoolbox@la.gov
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