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State-level candidates are scored on the following criteria. As such, recommendations should provide evidence of one or more of the following criteria. Addressing additional information is also acceptable. 
An exemplary candidate for Teacher of the Year is one who: 
· Competency 1: Visionary Leader- Demonstrates leadership and innovation by expanding their influence beyond the classroom, empowering students and colleagues, sharing expertise, and developing, implementing, or improving practices, programs, or initiatives that strengthen teaching, learning, and the profession.
· Competency 2: Instructional Expert- Demonstrates deep content knowledge and instructional expertise by designing and refining intentional, evidence-based learning experiences that engage diverse learners, accelerate student growth, and reflect a clear vision for teaching and learning. 
· Competency 3: Capacity Builder- Builds authentic relationships with students, colleagues, and families to foster trust, belonging, respect, and shared responsibility where students feel valued, supported, and empowered to thrive. 
· Competency 4: Community Connector- Creates meaningful connections between the classroom and the broader community through authentic partnerships and real-world experiences that expand learning opportunities, student voice, agency, and success. 
· Competency 5: Education Ambassador- Communicates with authenticity, professionalism, and purpose while inspiring others, advocating for students and educators, and elevating the teaching profession through their voice, leadership, and actions
An exemplary candidate for Principal of the Year is one who: 
· Competency 1: Visionary Leader- Establishes and communicates a clear vision for teaching and learning while developing leadership capacity, fostering continuous improvement, and implementing systems that improve instruction, educator effectiveness, and student outcomes.
· Competency 2: Instructional Expert- Demonstrates instructional leadership by building teacher effectiveness through high-quality instructional practices, coaching, professional learning, and data-informed decision-making that results in measurable improvements in teaching and student learning.
· Competency 3: Capacity Builder- Builds a collaborative environment and organizational capacity through instructional leadership teams, professional learning, and meaningful collaboration that foster trust, shared responsibility, educator growth, and continuous improvement for student success. 
· Competency 4: Community Connector- Develops meaningful partnerships with families, businesses, and community organizations that expand access, enrich learning experiences, and create opportunities that improve student achievement, college and career readiness, and community engagement.
· Competency 5: Education Ambassador- Communicates with authenticity, professionalism, and integrity while inspiring others through a clear vision for teaching and learning and serving as an effective ambassador for Louisiana educators, public education, and instructional excellence.
[bookmark: _tcuzi9pjl4x4]Teacher/Principal of the Year Candidate’s Information
Indicate Teacher or Principal:
Candidate’s Name:
School System Name:
School Name: 
[bookmark: _5ctbm0genqfa]Recommender’s Information
Recommender’s Name:
Recommender’s Relationship to the Nominee:
[bookmark: _h3n3pzo5khaw]Letter of Recommendation
Please explain your reason for recommending this person as a Teacher or Principal of the Year candidate.
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