LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF

=EDUCATION

Office of Career and College Readiness

Diploma Endorsement
Bulletin 741, Louisiana Handbook for School Administrators: 82317. High Schools,

outlines the diploma endorsements Louisiana high school students may earn upon
graduation.

Seals
What diploma endorsements can be earned by high school students in Louisiana?

School systems may allow students to earn a Community Service Diploma Endorsement, State Seal of
Biliteracy, and/or Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) Diploma Endorsement.

Community Service
What is the Community Service Diploma Endorsement?

School systems may award a Community Service Endorsement to students completing a minimum of 80
hours of service anytime between ninth and twelfth grade. Students may earn service hours identified in
the Community Service Diploma Endorsement Categories.

What are the requirements for earning a Community Service Endorsement?

To earn the Community Service Endorsement, the student must earn a minimum of 80 community service
hours by graduation. The school system will use the Community Service Diploma Endorsement Tracking
Eorm to summarize the student efforts recorded on the Community Service Diploma Endorsement
Student Documentation Form. Documentation is housed at the local level.

Biliteracy
What is the State Seal of Biliteracy?

Since the approval of RS 17:273.4 in 2014, Louisiana students may earn the State Seal of Biliteracy by
proving literacy in English and another language.

What are the requirements for earning the State Seal of Biliteracy?

To earn the Seal of Biliteracy, the student must demonstrate mastery of English by meeting the English
Language Arts graduation requirements and by earning a composite score of 19 on the English and
Reading components of the ACT test. The student must also demonstrate proficiency at the
Intermediate-High level in a second language using one of the pathways outlined on the Seals of
Biliteracy Request form. English Language Learners are eligible to receive the Seal of Biliteracy provided
they meet the above criteria and score proficient on the English Proficiency Assessment.
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https://bese.louisiana.gov/policy
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/counselor-toolbox-resources/community-service-diploma-endorsement-categories-with-descriptions-and-examples-of-non-profits.pdf?sfvrsn=80cb851f_1
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/counselor-toolbox-resources/community-service-diploma-endorsement-tracking-form.pdf?sfvrsn=74ca851f_1
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/counselor-toolbox-resources/community-service-diploma-endorsement-tracking-form.pdf?sfvrsn=74ca851f_1
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/counselor-toolbox-resources/community-service-diploma-endorsement-student-documentation-form.pdf?sfvrsn=8ecb851f_1
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/counselor-toolbox-resources/community-service-diploma-endorsement-student-documentation-form.pdf?sfvrsn=8ecb851f_1
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=920002
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/academics/seal-of-biliteracy-request-form-fillable.pdf?sfvrsn=22e6991f_3
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/academics/seal-of-biliteracy-request-form-fillable.pdf?sfvrsn=22e6991f_3
http://doe.louisiana.gov/

STEM

What is the STEM Diploma Endorsement?

The gold and silver STEM Diploma Endorsements recognize students who have completed one of
Louisiana’s five STEM Pathways.

What are the requirements for earning the STEM Diploma Endorsement?

To earn the Silver STEM Diploma Endorsement, students must pass one course from each of the four
concentration areas found on the relevant STEM Pathway brief. To earn the Gold STEM Diploma
Endorsement, students must complete the requirements for the Silver STEM Diploma Endorsement,
complete three additional courses from the approved STEM Pathway listing, and pass an additional math
or science course from the options listed. The coursework requirements for each endorsement vary from
one STEM Pathway to another based on the concentration area. Specific details for each STEM Pathway
can be found on the pathway briefs.

Ordering

How do | order diploma endorsements?

Diploma endorsements are ordered yearly using the electronic Diploma and Seal Order Form made
available by the Louisiana State Department of Education. If you need more information, please email

suzette.rabalais@la.gov.
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http://doe.louisiana.gov/
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