
Working with Words
Reading Decodable and High Frequency Words 

Decodable words are phonetically regular. This means 

they can be sounded out and blended. 

High-frequency words are words that occur most 

frequently. Most high-frequency words can be sounded 

out. Some high-frequency words have little meaning 

on their own but contribute to the overall sentence. 
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Working with Words
Reading decodable words

Decodable words are words that are phonetically 
regular. This means they follow one of the six syllable 

rules in English. 

Majority of text the words can be identified with 
common sounds. 

Reminder students should never attempt to guess 
at any words when they are reading. Have your 
student attempt to sound out any unknown word. 

www.cdl.org

http://www.cdl.org/


Vowel R Decodable Word List 
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ar er ir or ur

arm
barn
car
card
dark
farm
hard
harp
jar

mark
shark

clerk 
fern

flower
germ
herd
letter
otter
perk

swerve

tiger
water

bird
chirp
circle
dirt
dirty
first
third
thirst
smirk
stir
swirl

cord
corn
floor
fork
fort

horse
porch
sort
sport
storm
thorn

burn
burp
churn
church
curl
hurt
nurse
purple
surf
turn
turtle
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