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Instructional Materials Evaluation Tool - Act 517 Review  
for Alignment in ELA Grades K-5 (IMET) 

On June 21, 2022, Louisiana lawmakers signed Act 517 into law to ensure that all textbooks and instructional materials used to teach students to read are high-
quality, fully aligned to state content standards, and based on literacy strategies that are scientifically researched with proven results in teaching phonological 
awareness, letter formation, phonics, decoding, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension. As part of the Louisiana Department of Education’s support for a 
seamless transition to textbooks and instructional materials that are based on scientifically-researched literacy strategies, the LDOE identified the criterion and 
indicators used to review instructional materials that were impacted as a result of this legislation.  

Title: [Title]       Grade: Choose one 

Publisher: [Publisher]      Copyright: [Copyright] 

Overall Rating: Choose one 

This English Language Arts review has been examined for the following changes in alignment resulting from Act 517: 

● Instructional materials and embedded assessments do not require or encourage the three-cueing system model of reading (students gaining meaning 
from print through Semantic, Syntactic or Grapho-phonic cues) in reading instruction; 

● Instructional materials and embedded assessments do not require or encourage visual memory as the primary basis for word recognition; and/or  
● Instructional materials and embedded assessments do not require or encourage MSV (Meaning, Structure and Visual) cues in reading instruction. 

 
This review Choose one As a result of these changes, the following chart identifies the potential impact of Act 517 on specific elements of the current review. 
The LDOE recommends that district curriculum staff, principals, and teachers take these findings into consideration when selecting and using instructional 
materials. 
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Non­­negotiable  
CRITERION 4. FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS: 
Materials provide instruction and diagnostic support in concepts of print, phonological awareness, phonics, vocabulary, development, syntax, and fluency in a 
logical and transparent progression. These foundational skills are necessary and central components of an effective, comprehensive reading program designed 
to develop proficient readers with the capacity to comprehend texts across a range of types and disciplines.  

INDICATOR What does the current review say? 
Do the materials align with 

expectations of Act 517? 
What is the impact on this review?  

Required  
*Indicator for grades K-5 only 
 
4d) Materials provide 
systematic and explicit 
phonics instruction. 
Instruction progresses from 
simple to more complex 
sound–spelling patterns and 
word analysis skills that 
includes repeated modeling 
and opportunities for students 
to hear, say, write, and read 
sound and spelling patterns 
(e.g. sounds, words, 
sentences, reading within 
text). 

  
Choose one 
 
Choose one 
 
Choose one 

 

Required  
*Indicator for grades K-5 only 
 
4e) Materials provide multiple 
opportunities and practice for 

  
Choose one 
 
Choose one 
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students to master grade 
appropriate high-frequency 
words using multisensory 
techniques. 

Choose one 

Required  
*Indicator for grades K-5 only 
 
4f) Resources and/or texts 
provide ample practice of 
foundational reading skills 
using texts (e.g. decodable 
readers) and allow for 
systematic, explicit, and 
frequent practice of reading 
foundational skills, including 
phonics patterns and word 
analysis skills in decoding 
words. 
 
Materials provide 
opportunities for students to 
self-monitor to confirm or 
self-correct word errors 
directing students to reread 
purposefully to acquire 
accurate meaning. 
 
This should include 
monitoring that will allow 
students to receive regular 
feedback. 

  
Choose one 
 
Choose one 
 
Choose one 
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Required  
*Indicator for grades K-5 only 
 
4g) Opportunities are 
frequently built into the 
materials that allow for 
students to achieve reading 
fluency in oral and silent 
reading, that is, to read a wide 
variety of grade-appropriate 
prose, poetry, and/or 
informational texts with 
accuracy, rate appropriate to 
the text, and expression.  
 
Materials provide 
opportunities for students to 
self-monitor to confirm or 
self-correct word errors 
directing students to reread 
purposefully to acquire 
accurate meaning. 
 
This should include 
monitoring that will allow 
students to receive regular 
feedback on their oral reading 
fluency in the specific areas of 
appropriate rate, 
expressiveness, and accuracy. 

  
Choose one 
 
Choose one 
 
Choose one 

 

Required     
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*Indicator for grades K-2 only 
 
4i) Materials provide 
opportunities for teachers to 
assess students’ mastery of 
foundational skills and 
respond to the needs of 
individual students based on 
ongoing assessments offered 
at regular intervals. 
Monitoring includes attention 
to invented spelling as 
appropriate for its diagnostic 
value. 

Choose one 
 
Choose one 
 
Choose one 

 


