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Technical Specifications
Instructional Materials Review

Technology specifications refer to the minimal technical requirements needed by a school or school district in order to adequately access and implement the 

instructional materials in the manner in which the publisher intended. The Louisiana Department of Education (LDOE) is committed to supporting districts in 

achieving technology readiness goals in all schools across the state. Skillful coordination and planning are required to ensure students and teachers can access high 

quality electronic instructional materials. Alignment between the technical specifications and local capacity supports the local allocation of resources in ways that 

ensure students have access to high-quality instructional materials. 

Sample technical specification components Publisher technical specifications 

Device required (e.g., Desktop, Laptop, Tablet) Desktop, Laptop, and or Tablet 

Operating System (Windows/Mac) Windows, Mac 

Memory (RAM) (e.g., 4GB) Flourish is web-based 

Hard Drive (e.g., 160GB) Flourish is web-based 

Software Requirements (e.g., Office, Adobe, GameMaker etc.) Adobe (for downloading and viewing PDFs) 

Academic   Content



  

 

Hardware Requirements (Laptop) Laptop, Desktop, or Tablet needed to use Flourish site. 

Students can access the student edition online; however, they must download 

the fillable PDFs to complete their work and then submit them to their 

instructor either via email or the district LMS. If the district/school opts not to 

order print materials, then each student would need their own device to access 

the student edition. The student doesn’t necessarily need continuous reliable 

internet if the teacher pre-prints student handouts that the student can then 

complete and turn in.   

- What is the average page load time?  

o < 4 minutes 

- What is the required bandwidth per user?  

o N/A 

- Does the service level agreement include uptime guarantees of at least 

95% excluding planned maintenance/down-times?  

o We do not provide SSL but our uptime has been 99.998 the 

last 3 years 

- Does the product require a VPN for off site access?  

o No. 

Internet Connection (e.g., 1Mbps, broadband) 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Students can access the student edition online; however, they must download 

the fillable PDFs to complete their work and then submit them to their 

instructor either via email or the district LMS. If the district/school opts not to 

order print materials, then each student would need their own device to access 

the student edition. The student doesn’t necessarily need continuous reliable 

internet if the teacher pre-prints student handouts that the student can then 

complete and turn in.   

• Note if this is within the native materials system or if it requires LMS 

integration or other integrated software. The resource is housed on 

Flourish, a platform operated by Kendall Hunt. Students and teachers 

can access the curriculum, student sheets, videos, and slide decks from 

within the platform. 



  

 

Web Browser Supported (Google Chrome, Safari, Internet Explorer) Chrome, Firefox, Safari, Edge 

Antivirus Software N/A 

Accessories (Headsets, speakers, CD-RW/DVD Drive, Wireless or Ethernet Network, 

etc.) 
Computer speakers would be required for media resources  

Add Others   
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Alternate Format Assurance 
Instructional Materials Review 

 

Alternate Format 
Check All that 

Apply 
Comment or 
Explanation 

Organization that Maintains the 
Standards 

Available in PDF Format ☒  Adobe 

Available in ePUB Format (W3C Web Accessibility) ☒  INTL Digital Publishing Form 

Accessible Course within an Open Learning Management System (LMS) ☒  Moodle 

Accessible Course within another Learning Management System (LMS) ☒  LMS Provider 

Available in an accessible media format and includes alternate text or subtitles ☒  Provider or Publisher 

Includes alternative text (image) ☒  Provider or Publisher 

Includes captions and subtitles (video) ☒  Provider or Publisher 

Includes flash accessibility functions (SWF) ☒  Adobe  

Includes functionality that provide accessibility ☒  Provider or Publisher 

Complies with W3C Recommendations for web pages ☒ 

 WCAG 2.1 Web Content Accessibility Guidelines; 
Evaluating Web Accessibility Overview; 
Notice of Interpretation - allows the NIMAC to 
accept files for digital instructional materials and 
provides an exemption for materials that meet 
WCAG 2.0. 

Is a Bobby approved website ☐ 

 CAST no longer supports the Bobby accessibility 
testing software; however, it remains one of the 
tests included within the IBM Rational Policy 
Tester Accessibility Edition software, the 
comprehensive enterprise application for testing 
websites. 

Is a 508 compliant website ☒  US Government 

http://doe.louisiana.gov/
https://www.adobe.com/
http://idpf.org/
http://www.moodle.org/
https://www.adobe.com/accessibility/compliance/flash-player-15-section-508-vpat.html
https://www.w3.org/TR/WCAG21/
http://www.w3.org/WAI/eval/Overview.html
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.nimac.us_wp-2Dcontent_uploads_2020_06_FY-2D2020-2DOSERS-2DNIMAC-2DNOI-2DFINAL.docx&d=DwMFAg&c=xlPCXuHzMdaH2Flc1sgyicYpGQbQbU9KDEmgNF3_wI0&r=zw-hvSitz6RywSfQ9I17alFqBKXb3588jbT5NGYzGHU&m=iurzshl4N6eVDQbfjzw-9uAjV1tBmbZYiKFoQv3WO7J2PA-aUFzwpHJcF5iVSuD4&s=Kb0SzgV88doTMeXdTGnNVAz_c9uHRs6oq-r-O5G2UIo&e=
https://www.w3.org/TR/WCAG20/
http://www.cast.org/
http://www.section508.gov/
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Alternate Format 
Check All that 

Apply 
Comment or 
Explanation 

Organization that Maintains the 
Standards 

Available in the National Accessible Instructional Materials Standard (NIMAS) Format – 
Accessible XML 

☒ 
 NIMAC; Image Description Resources; Producing 

NIMAS Files; NIMAS in Purchase Orders & 
Contracts; Using Accessible Formats 

Complies with Audio/Video Cassette Production Standards ☒  ITA Standards 

Complies with DVD/DVD-ROM Production Standards ☒  DVD Forum Specifications 

Complies with Blue-ray Disk Production Standards ☒  UDF 2.5 – Blue-ray Disk Association 

Complies with National Center for Accessible Digital Media Guidelines (NCAM) ☒  NCAM Guidelines 

 

http://doe.louisiana.gov/
http://www.nimac.us/
https://www.wgbh.org/foundation/ncam/tools-and-resources/image-description-resources
https://www.nimac.us/producing-nimas-files/
https://www.nimac.us/producing-nimas-files/
https://aem.cast.org/nimas-nimac/nimas-purchase-orders-contracts
https://aem.cast.org/nimas-nimac/nimas-purchase-orders-contracts
https://aem.cast.org/use/using-accessible-formats
http://ncamftp.wgbh.org/ncam-old-site/invent_build/web_multimedia/accessible-digital-media-guide.html



