LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

2/19/2021
To: Early Learning Center Providers, Family Child Care Providers and In-Home Providers
From: Lisa Brochard, Louisiana Department of Education

Child Care Development Fund Grant Administrator

Re: NOTICE — LEVEL 2 - Severe Winter Storm

The Louisiana Department of Education (LDOE) would like to remind you of the recent severe winter event in
Louisiana which has caused power outages, water outages, and boil water advisories. The continuing freezing
temperatures have slowed the efforts to resolve these outages and might result in the need for mass care
and sheltering for those individuals without power, heat, or water during the current crisis. The LDOE will
closely monitor conditions out of concern for your safety and for the safety of the children and families you
serve. Please see Governor Edwards’ request for emergency declaration and presidential approval.

If you are a child care provider, please take the following steps to prepare:

e Print the appropriate Reopen Request form to have on hand.
o  For Early Learning Centers (Online Form)

o For Family Homes and In-Home Providers (Online Form)

Stay up-to-date with the status of the freezing temperatures and its impact on your area.
Review the following for a current list of water systems with outages or under a_boil-water advisory.
Visit the Louisiana Department of Health’s recommendations, FAQs, and Minimum Standards for
Operation if under a boil-water advisory
e Contact your local GOHSEP office for assistance with bottled water for providers without potable
water especially if you provide services for essential workers.
Review and update evacuation and safety plans.

Practice evacuation and reunification plans.

Let families know how you will communicate if you are unable to reopen following a disaster.

Pay close attention to the messages from your local officials, especially concerning road closures and
hazardous conditions.

e Review the FAQs below and be ready if a disaster declaration is made for your parish:
o  Child Care Program (CCAP) — Before, During and After a Disaster
o Reinstatement of a Child Care Center License Following a Disaster
Visit the LDOE website (www.louisianabelieves.com) or call 1-877-453-2721
Obtain your parish’s Emergency Preparedness Contact phone number by clicking here.
e Review the below useful links:
o http://www.getagameplan.org/
o http://www.emergency.louisiana.gov/

e Besafe.
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https://gov.louisiana.gov/assets/docs/Letters/021721LtrBidenDisasterReq.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20210218/president-joseph-r-biden-approves-emergency-declaration-louisiana
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/reopening-form---early-learning-center.pdf?sfvrsn=2
https://form.jotform.com/202805870843054
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/reopening-form---family-day-care-home-and-in-home-provider.pdf?sfvrsn=2
https://form.jotform.com/202813853364153
https://ldh.la.gov/assets/oph/Center-EH/drinkingwater/WaterOutage_Reports_FebruaryWinterWeather_20210218_1200.pdf
https://ldh.la.gov/assets/oph/Center-EH/drinkingwater/BWA_Reports_FebruaryWinterWeather_20210218_1200.pdf
https://ldh.la.gov/assets/oph/Center-PHCH/Center-CH/infectious-epi/EpiManual/BoilWaterAdvisory.pdf
https://ldh.la.gov/assets/oph/Center-EH/engineering/BWA/BOILWATERADVISORY_FAQ.pdf
https://ldh.la.gov/assets/oph/Center-EH/sanitarian/retailfood/Boil_Advisory_Minimum_Standards_General.pdf
https://ldh.la.gov/assets/oph/Center-EH/sanitarian/retailfood/Boil_Advisory_Minimum_Standards_General.pdf
https://gohsep.la.gov/ABOUT/PARISHPA
http://wwwapps.dotd.la.gov/administration/announcements/home.aspx?type=roadandlaneclosure
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/faqs-ccap-disaster--final.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/child-care-providers/ccdf-frequently-ask-questions.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/early-childhood
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/
http://gohsep.la.gov/ABOUT/PARISHPA
http://gohsep.la.gov/ABOUT/PARISHPA
http://www.getagameplan.org/
http://www.emergency.louisiana.gov/
http://www.emergency.louisiana.gov/

