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Early Childhood Conference 2024 Overview

The Louisiana Department of Education (LDOE) is excited to host the 2024 Early Childhood Conference —
Shaping Louisiana’s Future! The conference will take place on September 7, at the Shreveport
Convention Center in Shreveport and October 5 at the Crowne Plaza in Baton Rouge.

The Conference will provide opportunities for education and training for childcare providers, teachers,
and administrators in all aspects of Early Childhood. The content and breakout sessions will support the
following LDOE topics:

High-Quality Early Childhood Classroom Environments
High-Quality Teacher-Child Interactions

Early Childhood Classroom Management

Early Childhood Behavior Guidance

Effective Implementation of High-Quality Curriculum

Promoting Early Language and Literacy Development

Early Childhood Math Concepts

Using Child Assessment to Guide Learning and Development
Supporting Young Children with Disabilities

Family Engagement within Early Childhood Sites

Facilitating Effective Parent and Provider Relationships
Early Childhood Mental Health

Teacher Recruitment

Teacher Retention

Supporting Teachers’ Professional Development
Teacher Well-being

Utilizing Site-level Data for Quality Improvement

Registration is now closed.

The purpose of this document is to outline the specifics of the 2024 Early Childhood Conference.

Event updates will be posted to the Early Childhood Conference website and app.


https://www.louisianabelieves.com/early-childhood-conference-2022
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Conference Schedule

Conference Venue Date Time
Shreveport Convention 9:00 a.m. - 4:10 p.m.
September 7 . .
Center Check-in begins at 7:30 a.m.

9:00 a.m. - 4:10 p.m.
Check-in begins at 7:30 a.m.

Conference Schedule

Crowne Plaza October 5

Registration Opens 7:30 AM

Opening Session 9:00-9:30 AM
Session 1 9:40-10:40 AM
Session 2 10:50-11:50 AM
Lunch 12:00-12:40 PM
Session 3 12:50-1:50 PM

Session 4 2:00-3:00 PM

Session 5 3:10-4:10 PM
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Content and Audiences

This conference will provide early childhood professionals from all backgrounds and levels of experience
with information and training related to a vast variety of topics that are relevant to early care and
education, including:

® Preparing and supporting new teachers to lead classrooms and provide high-quality
interactions and appropriate activities that facilitate development and learning

e Providing the highest quality teaching and learning environment for children ages birth
through five

® Increasing the quality of teacher-child interactions and learning activities that meet the
developmental needs of all children every day

e Removing barriers and access equitable, inclusive learning experiences for young children
with disabilities

® Increasing family and caregiver engagement and empowering families to access tools and
resources to support their children’s development

e Building and supporting the early childhood workforce through effective recruitment and

retention strategies

Supporting early childhood teachers through evidence-based mentoring and coaching

Developing childcare directors’ leadership skills

Becoming an active participant in community-level early childhood efforts

Expanding access to care through innovative strategies

Registration

Registration for the conference is closed. Early Bird registration ended on June 30, 2024. Regular
registration began on July 1, 2024, and closed on July 26, 2024, or at sellout.

There will be no onsite registration. All registrations must be completed in advance of arriving at
the event.

Educators will use Whova to register and build their schedules for the Conference. Please note
that the use of personal email addresses has a history of blocking emails from event platforms
and/or marking them as SPAM.

Registration Fees

To help offset the cost of running a high-quality event for hundreds of Louisiana educators, the
LDOE charges a nominal registration fee for the Early Childhood Conference. This fee will cover:

e Admission to conference e Conference sessions
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e lLunch
e T-shirt
e Credential and lanyard

All attendees will be provided with lunch. Special meal options will be provided for those with
dietary restrictions. Educators can elect not to eat the meal provided. Discounts will not be given.

Description Fee
Early Bird Registration $45
Regular Registration S55

Participants can pay for their registration fee in Whova using Visa, MasterCard, Discover, or
AMEX. The LDOE does not accept cash, checks, money orders, or purchase orders for this event.

Waitlist

There will be no waitlist for the 2024 Early Childhood Conference. Should any remaining seats be
available after registration closes, the LDOE will re-open the registration window for
approximately two (2) weeks.

Presenting at the Early Childhood Conference

The Louisiana Department of Education will accept applications to be a presenter at the Early Childhood
Conference until June 28. More information can be found in the Presenter Application.

Sessions

Educators will have the opportunity to choose from more than 50 sessions led by content
experts, including but not limited to the LDOE staff and partner organizations. The LDOE will
release the full session list and open session selection via Whova a few weeks prior to each
conference date.

Registered participants must reserve seats to sessions in advance via the Whova app.

Parking

Parking is available at and around the conference venues. All overnight parking is prohibited. It is
encouraged for attendees to walk, utilize ridesharing services, or carpool.


https://whova.com/call_for_speakers/jlrcovzLL7-W%40DkxEQZIkF-PjoSSJHwiDR-7AAZBeVimakpbHb%40OlcMIgcok-c6F/
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Health and Safety

Creating a healthy and safe environment for all participants is of the utmost importance and concern to
the LDOE. View safety and helpful information for Shreveport here, and for Baton Rouge here.

Tips for Visitors to Any Major City

e Travel in groups and avoid walking alone on unlit streets at night.

e Pay attention when walking and using a smartphone, as these devices have been the target of
thieves nationwide.

e Do not leave belongings such as a purse, backpack, or briefcase unattended, especially not on
the back of a chair.

e Be on the lookout for pickpockets. Consolidate items such as a wallet, and do not bring every
credit card. Move wallets to a front pocket and/or wear a cross-body bag rather than a shoulder
strap to ensure that it is placed in front. Do not display large amounts of cash in public places.

e Consider removing IDs such as a convention badge when leaving the hotel or meeting venue.

® When hailing a ride via a mobile app, confirm the identity of the driver before getting into the
car.

e Trust gut instincts. If someone or something seems suspicious, leave the area and alert a police

officer. Do not participate. Simply smile and walk past them.

Lock car doors. Stow valuables out of sight in a vehicle.

Ensure that the hotel room door is fully closed and always locked.

Do not leave a drink unattended or accept drinks from strangers.

Remember that most laws enforced in other cities are enforced in New Orleans as well.

What to Bring

In preparing for the Early Childhood Conference, the LDOE encourages the following items:
e \Water

Sweater or other long-sleeved covering

Chargers for mobile devices, tablets, and laptops

Computer/pen and paper for notetaking

Umbrella in case of inclement weather

Comfortable walking shoes

Bag or backpack for belongings

Social Media

The LDOE encourages all attendees of the Conference to share their experiences on social media
using the hashtag #LAEarlyChildhood. Be sure to tag the LDOE in social media posts:


https://www.shreveportcenter.com/p/getconnected/faqs#:~:text=Our%20Security%20Department%20is%20a,and%20federal%20law%20enforcement%20agencies.
https://www.visitbatonrouge.com/local-safety-information/
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® Facebook: @LaEducation
e Twitter: @La_Believes
® Instagram: @la_believes

Attendees are encouraged to link to the website to share across social media platforms to
celebrate attending the 2024 Early Childhood Conference.

Cancellations, Refunds, and Transfers

Registrants must request a refund or transfer of their registration no later than August 16,
2024. No refunds or transfers will be allowed after August 16, 2024. The refund will
automatically be credited to the registrant's account within five (5) business days. Refunds can
be requested through the Whova app, and transfers can be requested by contacting

events@emergentmethod.com.
Lodging

See hotels below that are located near Conference venues.

Hotel Location Daily Rate Booking Link
Holiday Inn Express & Address: 201 Lake St $117 Attendee:
Suites Shreveport Shreveport, LA 71101 Booking link
Phone: (318)
585-1000
Hilton Shreveport Address: 104 Market $107 Attendee:
(Available Saturday St Booking link
Only) Shreveport, LA 71101
Phone: (318)
698-0900
Crowne Plaza Baton Address: 4728 $174 Attendee:
Rouge Constitution Ave, Baton Booking link
Rouge, LA 70808
Phone: (225) 925-2244



https://www.louisianabelieves.com/
mailto:events@emergentmethod.com
https://www.ihg.com/holidayinnexpress/hotels/us/en/shreveport/shvlk/hoteldetail?fromRedirect=true&qSrt=sBR&qIta=99801505&icdv=99801505&qSlH=SHVLK&qGrpCd=LEA&setPMCookies=true&qSHBrC=EX&qDest=201%20Lake%20Street%2C%20Shreveport%2C%20LA%2C%20US&srb_u=1
https://book.passkey.com/event/50863465/owner/952277/home?utm_campaign=294951548
https://www.ihg.com/crowneplaza/hotels/us/en/baton-rouge/btrca/hoteldetail?fromRedirect=true&qSrt=sBR&qIta=99801505&icdv=99801505&qSlH=BTRCA&qGrpCd=LDE&setPMCookies=true&qSHBrC=CP&qDest=4728%20Constitution%20Avenue%2C%20Baton%20Rouge%2C%20LA%2C%20US&srb_u=1
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Contact Us

The LDOE will share additional information about the Conference through webinars and
newsletters.

Click here to sign up to receive the Early Childhood newsletter.

Please contact events@emergentmethod.com with questions regarding the Early Childhood Conference.


https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001fIloikhUAkU8BmsFPkwx3k5zMvZi0TX22WoSfv_7pcprLwBpcWhwcoxlY0L_VXP8fVfrX5YARilIBbC4RE_A1pWS0_QmEc02vU-Ta6NCr20%3D
mailto:events@emergentmethod.com

