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Pre- and Post-Assessment 
Module 3E: Managing Writing Development Among Teachers                      Date: ______________ 
 
Trainer’s Name: ______________________________ Participant’s Name: ________________________________ 
 
Job Title:       Teacher                       Assistant Teacher                       Director                       Other: __________________ 
(circle one) 

 
Ages you work with:          infants                  toddler: ones              toddler: twos              preschool               pre-k 
(circle all that apply)                   6 weeks to 12 months                         13 to 23 months                                 24 to 35 months                     3 to 4 years                              4 to 5 years 

 
Instructions: Think about the following statements in relation to what you understand BEFORE and AFTER the training. 
Please check the box that best describes how you would rate your level of knowledge and skills based on the training 
topic: 1 (lowest) to 5 (highest). 

STATEMENTS BEFORE THE TRAINING AFTER THE TRAINING 

1 2 3 4 5 N/A 1 2 3 4 5 N/A 

The stages of writing development 

            

Assessing how to help students 
advance to each subsequent stage 
of writing development 

            

A general understanding of the 
writing process as a 
developmental process 

            

Appropriate strategies teachers 
can use to improve capacity in the 
teaching of writing 

            

An understanding of the types of 
classroom activities you should 
encourage to support 
improvements in both teaching 
writing and learning to write 

            



 

 

Conventions of Writing Development Scale 
Name: _____________________________________  Date: _______________________________________ 
 
        Level: _______________________________________ 
 
RECORD THE HIGHEST LEVEL AT WHICH MORE THAN HALF O FTHE DESCRIPTORS APPLY TO A WRITING SAMPLE OR 
COLLECTION OF A CHILD’S WRITING. REFER TO THE ANCHOR PAPERS FOR EXAMPLES OF WRITING AT EACH LEVEL. 

 
 
Level 1 – Emerging 
_____ Makes uncontrolled or unidentifiable scribbling 

 
Level 2 – Pictorial 
_____ Imitates writing 

_____ Draws somewhat recognizable picture 

_____ Tells about picture  

 
Level 3 – Precommunicative 
_____ Writes to convey a message; attempts to read it back 

_____ Uses letter-like forms and/or random letter strings 

_____ Prints own name or occasional known word 

 

Level 4 – Semiphonetic 
_____ Correctly uses some letters to match sounds 

_____ May use one beginning letter to write a word 

_____ Usually writes left to right (may reverse some letter) 

 

Anchor Papers 

The flower is growing. 

There are webs in Spidertown. 

I have a goldfish called Arielle. 



 

 

Level 5 – Phonetic 
_____ Represents beginning and ending consonant sounds 

_____ Spells some high-frequency words correct in sentences 

_____ Includes some vowels (often not correct ones) 

_____ Writes one or more sentences 

 

Level 6 – Transitional  
_____ Correctly spells many high-frequency words in sentences 

_____ Uses vowels in most syllables (may not be correct ones) 

_____ Begins to use simple punctuation (period: question  
marks – may not be correct)  
_____ Writes more than one sentence 

  

Level 7 – Conventional 
_____ Correctly spells most high-frequency words (more  
than one sentence) 
_____ Uses larger correctly spelled vocabulary; may use 
phonic spelling for advanced words 
_____ Uses more complex and varied sentence structure; 
capitalizes beginning word in sentence; uses lowercase 
appropriately 
_____ Spaces words correctly 
 
 

Level 8 – Advanced 
_____ Has accumulated a rich body of written vocabulary 

_____ Uses advanced print conventions accurately (quotation 
marks, commas, apostrophies) 
_____ Organizes writing into appropriate paragraphs  
 

 

I found a lamp and a genie came out. 

Once upon a time, there was (were) four butterflies. 
They went on an adventure in the woods. 

Dear Blue Ranger, Why do you fight? I see you on 
TV. You are the best. Why do you go to the 
command center? Why are you on Fox Kids? I like 
your show. Are you my friend? Love, Alex 



 

 

Recording Protocol 

Name: _________________________________ 
 

Progress Indicated 
 

 O Outstanding           S Satisfactory            I Improving               N Needs Improvement 
 
 

Date Observations Where to next Progress 
 
 
 

     
 

 
 
 

   

 
 
 

   
 

 
 
 

   
 

 
 
 

   
 

 
 
 

   
 

 
 
 

   
 

 



 

 

Examples of Effective 
Writing Communication Prompts 

• What are you writing about? 
• What is your topic? 
• How will you start? 
• Why do you want to write this piece? 
• Who is your audience? 
• Who or what is this story about? 
• What happened? 
• Who is in the story? 
• Who are the characters? 
• When did this happen? 
• Where is the story happening or taking place? 
• Why did this happen? 
• How will this story end? 
• What did they think about the book? 
• What did you like about the book? 
• What do you need help with today? 

  



 

 

Comprehensive List of Activities that can be Utilized 
During Stages of Writing Process 

Prewriting: This is the first step that involves all types of preparation. Teachers explain the assignment and provide 
activities that allow students to access prior knowledge, build new knowledge, collect ideas, and the words, letters, 
symbols, and pictures that bring them to life, and help students to begin writing. 

• Brainstorming 
• Talking, discussion 
• Reading a book aloud to a child, group, or class 
• Reading a book to self 
• Viewing video 
• Sharing an experience 
• Asking questions to build background knowledge 
• Drawing 
• Looking at pictures or illustrations 

 
Drafting: Drafting is the second step of the writing process for young children. When drafting writing, students are 
composing their thoughts. Teachers guide this step by providing clear instructions. There should be a clear 
understanding that students can make choices about how they express themselves. Scribbling, drawing, using letters, or 
words or a combination of any if appropriate when students are drafting. The following activities assist with drafting. 

• Using new letters or vocabulary 
• Creating a beginning-middle-end 
• Using a main idea 
• Expanding on a prewriting, selecting the best idea(s) 
• Listing ideas in a sequence 
• Modeling, looking at previous examples, using book models 
• Prompting 
• Copying 
• Using graphic organizers 
• Adding description 
• Free writing 

 
Sharing: Sharing is the final step of the writing process for young children. The sharing step happens after every writing 
session. This does not mean every child shares every day, but it does mean that sharing is regular part of the writing 
process and the final, celebratory step in the process. Sharing writing is the teacher and student’s chance to celebrate 
writing. These activities are what the students and teachers might do with the final product. 

• Display/post 
• Publish in class-made books 
• Illustrate 
• Sharing circle 
• Reading to each other 
• Reading to an adult 

  



 

 

Before-During-After Read Aloud Teacher Prompts 
Before Reading Aloud – Activate Prior Knowledge 

• Look at cover with children 
• Predict what they think the book is about 
• Ask if they have ever seen whatever the topic of the book is 
• Ask if this book reminds them of other books 

 
During Reading Aloud – Focus Attention on Reading 

• Confirm or disconfirm initial predictions 
• Make connections the beginning parts or events in the book 
• Pause and ask what they think will happen next 
• Ask about new vocabulary 
• Monitor comprehension by asking:  

o What just happened? 
o How do you know that happened? 

• Ask about the illustrations or pictures 
 
After Reading Aloud – Reflect on What was Read 

• What happened first? What happened next? What happened last? 
• What did you think about the story? 
• What surprised you? 
• What did you like about the story? 
• Has something similar happened to you? 
• Does this book remind you of other books? 

 
 

 

 

 

  
 
 



 

 

Read Aloud Texts that Encourage Writing 
in Response to Reading 

With participant input, generate a list and record on chart paper, on the screen, etc. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



 

 

Children’s Book as Models to Teach Writing Skills 
  



 

 

 
  



 

 

 
  



 

 

Tips for Teachers of Young Children to Promote 
Writing as a Frequent Activity in Early Childhood 

Classrooms 
Tip 1: Name writing proficiency provides a foundation for other literacy knowledge and skills – it is associated with 
alphabet knowledge, letter writing, print concepts, and spelling. 

• Develop a sign-in or sign-out routine that allows children to write, or attempt to write, their names each day. In 
some classrooms, or for some children, the routine may begin with writing the first letter instead of the whole 
name or with scribbling letter-like symbols. 

• Model writing your name and promote name-writing activities in several centers throughout the day, such as 
having children sign their name as they write a prescription or when they complete a painting. 

 
Tip 2: Explicitly model writing by showing the writing process to children and thinking aloud while writing. Instead of 
writing the question of the day or the morning message before the children arrive, write it in front of them. 
 
Tip 3: Label specific items in the room and draw children’s attention to the written words. Write out functional phrases 
on signs related to routines, such as “take three crackers” or “wash hands before eating,” then read and display the 
signs.  
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