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Objectives:  
Participants will be able to: 
1. Understand the purpose and focus of the Practice Performance 

Profiles and Ratings 
2. Explain the expectations regarding Practice Performance Profile 

Ratings for sites and communities, as established by Bulletin 140 
3. Use the Early Childhood Practice Performance Profile Calculator 

 
Agenda: 

• 2015-2016 Learning Year Overview 
• Practice Performance Profile Ratings 
• Calculating Domain and Overall Scores 
• Next Steps 

Overview 



2015-2016 Learning Year Overview 



The Department provided guidance and support to early childhood programs 
throughout the 2015-2016 Learning Year.  
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programs 
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Spring CLASS 
results shared 

with all 
programs 

Practice 
profiles will 

be made 
available  
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There are no consequences attached to the practice performance profiles in the Learning Year. 



Overview of Unified Rating and Improvement System  

 

In 2015-2016, Louisiana launched a unified rating and improvement system with practice 
performance profiles to:  
• Define and measure core elements needed for positive child outcomes; 
• Provide simple, clear information about what’s happening in classrooms; 
• Clearly articulate a path to improvement; and 
• Give families an easy way to compare choices in their community.  
 
Bulletin 140: Align Performance Profiles to Items Promoting Kindergarten Readiness 
BESE policy establishes the unified accountability system for programs and networks called for 
by Act 3 by providing: 
1. Performance Rating that relates to positive child outcomes 

• Adult-child interactions and instruction, as measured by CLASS;  and 
• Access for at-risk four-year-olds (Community Networks only). 

2. Information on classroom best practices 
• E.g., using curriculum, maintaining lower ratios, assessing children to support learning 
 
 

Act 3 requires the state to evaluate publicly-funded early childhood programs to 
help families choose the best option for their children.  
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Ratings Focus on Children’s Experiences  

Louisiana uses CLASS, a nationally-regarded system of measures that 
• Assesses children’s  experience in the classroom, specifically:  

 
 
 
 
 

• Correlates with child outcomes 
− Classrooms that do better on CLASS have better child outcomes 

• Supports teachers by providing useful information for coaching 
• Has been validated in thousands of classrooms nationwide 

 

Expectation for the Classroom: PreK Domain Toddler Domain 
Warm, positive environment with trusting relationships Emotional Support Emotional & 

Behavioral Support Daily routines are organized and disruptions are minimal Classroom Organization 

Children learn concepts and connect ideas through dialogue and 
play  Instructional Support Engaged Support for 

Learning 

Louisiana evaluates programs based on how children are supported to develop 
and learn in the classroom. Ratings are based in CLASS observation scores. 
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Performance Rating Approach  
Obtaining Reliable Data 
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Why Use Local Observers?  
 Local leaders have demonstrated their ability to conduct valid, reliable CLASS observations 
 Programs need information throughout the year to provide the best supports to teachers 
 Communities build capacity for CLASS observations, feedback and coaching 
 

Why Use Third Party Observers?  
 Using a third party provides more consistent measurement statewide and reduces risk of 

conflict of interest and bias 
 Auditing classrooms may be cost-effective so the state to allocate more funding locally 
 

When are Third Party Scores Used? 
 Third party domain scores replace local domain scores when domain scores differ by more 

than 1 point for observations in the same classroom in the same semester 
 Third party scores are used if available when local scores are not available 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Louisiana’s system assures accurate and consistent measurement of all 
classrooms by using local and third party observations.  



Practice Performance Profile Ratings 



Performance Rating Components 
Practice Performance Profiles 
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Every site and every community will receive a practice performance profile. 



Performance Rating Components 
Practice Performance Rating for Sites 
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Performance Rating Components: 
• PreK CLASS results: Emotional Support, Classroom Organization, and Instructional Support 
• Toddler CLASS results: Emotional & Behavioral Support and Engaged Support for Learning 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The most important classroom factor for kindergarten readiness is the quality of 
the teacher interactions and instruction.   

The performance 
rating is determined 

by what matters 
most and is most 

rigorously measured 
– interactions. 



Performance Rating Components 
Practice Performance Rating for Community Networks  
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Performance Rating Component: 
• PreK CLASS observation results for all programs 
• Toddler CLASS observation results for all programs 
• Access for at-risk 4 year olds 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

The Community Network profile shows how well all programs are performing 
and indicates how much access is provided to at-risk children.   

The two 
performance ratings 
reflect two areas for 

Community 
Networks: 1) 
coordinated 

observation and 2) 
enrollment 



 
2015-2016 Learning Year 
Practice Performance Rating 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Note: Profiles will also include the results as calculated under the 2015 policy 

To prepare sites for 2016-2017 Performance Profiles, Practice Performance 
Ratings will incorporate revisions approved by BESE in June 2016.  

CLASS Scores  

Range Rating 

6.00-7.00 Excellent 

4.50 -5.99 Proficient 

3.00 -4.49 Approaching 
Proficient 

1.00-2.99 Unsatisfactory 
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Equitable Access 

Range Rating 

90-100% Excellent 

80-89.99% Proficient 

70-79.99% Approaching 
Proficient 

0-69.99% Unsatisfactory 



Calculating Domain and Overall Scores 



Practice Performance Scores and Ratings 
Calculating Site Performance Scores 
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Individual CLASS observation dimension  scores are  averaged together to calculate 
domain  scores and overall scores 
 

Domain scores: All  of the site’s dimension scores within the domain are added 
together and divided by the number of dimension scores  

Overall  scores:  All of the site’s dimension scores across all domains are added 
together and divided by the total number of dimension scores 

 

Note: Negative Climate dimension is not included in any ratings 
 
If local observation scores are missing for a classroom within a semester: 
1. Third party scores for the classroom for that semester are used if available  
2. The average of the site’s third party scores for that age type are used if no other 

classroom score is available 
3. The site observation score file includes the scores used for missing observations 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Performance scores and ratings are calculated from CLASS observation scores 
using a set of rules aligned with Bulletin 140 Policy. 



Practice Performance Scores and Ratings 
Using the Practice Performance Rating Calculator 
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• The Practice Performance Rating Calculator can be used with the site observation 
score files to see the scores included in the rating – local and third party – and the 
site’s individual domain and overall site ratings 
 

• Lead Agencies will be provided the site observation score files for each site via their 
FTP and are required to distribute to sites 
 

• Sites can access the Practice Performance Rating Calculator via this link. 
Instructions for the Practice Performance Rating Calculator are linked here. 
 

• We will now look at the Practice Performance Rating Calculator and an example set 
of data to see how the Practice Performance Rating Calculator can be helpful to 
sites to better understand their ratings 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Practice Performance Rating Calculator helps sites understand their ratings.  

http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/practice-performance-rating-calculator.xlsx?sfvrsn=2
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/practice-performance-rating-calculator-instructions.pdf?sfvrsn=2


Practice Performance Scores and Ratings 
Site Observation Score File 
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Practice Performance Scores and Ratings 
Practice Performance Rating Calculator – Classroom Data 
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Practice Performance Scores and Ratings 
Practice Performance Rating Calculator – Performance Rating 
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Practice Performance Scores and Ratings 
Questions to Consider 
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Questions to consider: 
 
1. How do these ratings compare with your understanding of the level of quality in 

classrooms and sites this past year? 
 

2. Are there particular classrooms or sites where you may plan to focus next year? 
 

3. Are there particular classrooms or sites that you can look to in order to help 
others in your site or community better understand what high-quality 
interactions look like? 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lead Agencies and sites should use the calculator to explore their Learning Year 
results and how these ratings may impact their planning for improvement. 



Next Steps 
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• Email site observation score files to each site  
• Read through the instructions for the Practice Performance Rating Calculator 
• Use the Practice Performance Rating Calculator to better understand the 

practice ratings for your sites 
• For questions about practice performance profile ratings, please email 

earlychildhood@la.gov 
 
 
 

Lead Agencies 
Next Steps 

 

In Fall 2016, the Early Childhood Team will continue to offer weekly Office 
Hours. 
  
Lead Agencies can call in with questions they have about their current work, 
hear each other’s questions, and get answers to commonly occurring 
questions.  
 
Call In: 1-855-240-2575; PIN: 81774907 
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