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Solutions for Changing Pathways 
•Middle School Preparation
•Freshman Year Preparation
•Sophomore Year Preparation
•Junior Year Preparation
•Senior Year Preparation
•Unusual Circumstances 
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Middle School 
Years
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Starting Early

• Carnegie unit courses 
• Keyboarding
• Journeys to Careers
• Others ……..

• Presentations to 8th graders and parents 
• Curriculum to Diploma Pathways

• Career Fair

5



Freshman Year
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Scheduling for Freshman Year

• Check middle school test scores, grades, and attendance
• Schedule individually
• Math and English alternatives for potential JS students
• Smart elective choices
• Start thinking credentials
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Sophomore Year
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Scheduling for Sophomore Year

•Schedule individually
•Review grades from freshman year
•Potential Jump Start students

• Make sure that electives line up for a potential pathway
• Look at universal courses
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Spring Semester - Sophomores
• Step One

• Meet with parents and students
• Discuss college entrance requirements 
• Determine diploma path (JS TOPS Tech or TOPS University)
• Schedule according to diploma path

• Step Two
• Make a list of “Bubble Students”
• Build in flexibility in schedule for a possible switch
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Junior Year
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Junior Year
• Prior to school year – Conduct:

• Transcript and schedule reviews
• Summer credits/credit recovery
• Credentials check

• Inform CTE teachers of JS students and credential needs

• First nine weeks
• Monitor “Bubble Kids” grades at progress report time and report card time
• Determine if any students’ pathways should be changed
• Meet with parents and students to advise changing
• Adjust schedules and diploma pathways
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Junior Year
• Spring semester

• Review Scheduling – make changes to senior year 
schedule request

• Consider changes to diploma pathway
• Consider changes to JS pathway

• End of year
• Review credentials
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Senior Year
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Senior Year
• Beginning of year

• Recheck transcripts and schedules for summer credit/credit recovery
• Last chance to change “Bubble Kids”
• Review credentials—until all are met

• Changing to Jump Start
• Look for courses that were TOPS/University that fit into a JS pathway

• (Foreign Language, Chemistry)
• Online courses, after school courses, internship courses
• Strategy for obtaining credentials for graduation
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Strategies for Counseling Students
• Explain that universities require a qualifying ACT score and GPA
• Explain that TOPS scholarship requires qualifying ACT score, GPA, and 

coursework
• Explain that there is no minimum requirements for junior colleges
• Explain that TOPS Tech is available for all students with a qualifying GPA and 

WorkKeys or ACT score
• Explain that transfers can possibly be made to university after one year
• Counsel students on career opportunities
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Other Circumstances
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Transfer Students (Juniors & Seniors)

• Out of state
• Determine their diploma pathway by transcript and grades
• Look for the best pathway that fits their prior courses
• Seek opportunities for easiest fit in JS pathway (ex – Bus. 

Management)
• In state

• Review transcript for pathway and courses
• Determine which pathway offered is closest to their former pathway
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Transfer Student (in-state)

• Came with JS pathway in 
Certified Nursing Assistant and 
credential in First Aid/CPR

• Changed to Hospitality, 
Tourism Pathway

• Has received MOS Word 
credential in BCA this year

• Is presently working on 
Customer Service and Serv
Safe Manager credentials
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Current Schedule Transcript from Previous School

20



Questions & Answers



For More Information

Presenters --
Kirk Soileau (ksoileau@acadia.k12.la.us)
Debbie Duplechin (dduplechin@acadia.k12.la.us)
Alisha Fontenot (alfontenot@acadia.k12.la.us) 
Allyson Schexnyder (aschexnyder@acadia.k12.la.us)
Christine Darjean (cdarjean@acadia.k12.la.us)
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