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Session Overview

A. Taking an Acceleration Approach to Address Unfinished 
Learning in Math

B. Examples from NCCER Math Exam
C. Opportunities 

a. Geometry requirements
b. Launch Years

D. Reflection and questions
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Each child's educational journey is focused on six critical goals. 

Students enter 
Kindergarten ready.

Students achieve 
Mastery level on 

third grade 
assessments and 
enter fourth grade 

ready for 
grade-level content. 

Students will 
achieve Mastery 

level on eighth grade 
assessments and 
enter ninth grade 

prepared for 
grade-level content. 

Students will 
graduate on time.

Students will 
graduate with a 

college and/or career 
credential.

Students will 
graduate eligible for 

a TOPS award.

1 2 3 4 5 6

Birth   through  Graduation
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Our Academic Strategy
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Louisiana’s Approach To Curriculum 

The Department assists local school systems by
● reviewing curricula for quality and 

supporting districts in accessing the best 
materials

● providing ongoing training and instructional 
resources around HQIM

● co-designing high-quality tools to fill in the 
gaps where needed, such as ELA 
Guidebooks and Science Pilots

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/academics/ONLINE-INSTRUCTIONAL-MATERIALS-REVIEWS/curricular-resources-annotated-reviews
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/k-12-science-resources
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/k-12-science-resources
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/academics/ela-guidebooks
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/academics/ela-guidebooks
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/year-long-planning/high-quality-science-curriculum.pdf?sfvrsn=7d969a1f_14
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Louisiana’s Approach To Professional Development

The Department utilizes intentional 
structures to provide professional 
learning to teachers as well as school 
and system leaders.
● supporting curriculum-aligned 

high-quality PL through our PD 
Vendor Guide

● building local talent via Content 
Leader

● scaled strategic PL (e.g. annual 
Teacher Leader Summit, School 
Support Institutes)

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/key-initiatives/louisianas-key-initiatives_content-leader.pdf?sfvrsn=5f00951f_19
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/key-initiatives/louisianas-key-initiatives_content-leader.pdf?sfvrsn=5f00951f_19
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school structures 
prioritize all students’ 

successful engagement 
in high-quality, 

grade-level core math 
instruction alongside 

peers

timely, proactive 
interventions 

connecting 
prerequisite learning to 
upcoming and current 

grade-level work

ongoing 
professional 
learning and 

proactive planning 
are essential for 

effective teaching 
and accelerating

families, caregivers 
and communities 
play an essential 

role at all ages and 
stages

Louisiana’s Math Pillars
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Accelerating Math Learning
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No!

Yes!

source: Hawaii Office of Curriculum and Instructional Design

Accelerating Learning in Mathematics

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1UsG3CRLdrEuTF6GV7myXkT1g0nKJDjBielI2PzKXzwk/edit#slide=id.p1
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more of this… less of this…

● emphasis on forward movement; unfinished 
math learning is systematically addressed 
just in time for new concepts

● ensuring all students, including students with 
disabilities and English Learners, have daily 
access to high-quality, grade level learning 
alongside peers

● math instruction across settings (e.g. 
tutoring, extended learning time) is 
connected to core instruction and of the 
same standard of quality, prioritizing 
individualized supports that ensure readiness 
to engage in grade level work

● emphasis on backward movement, reteaching 
every “missing” skill or concept in isolation from 
grade level work

● structuring extended learning time and 
interventions so that students miss sacred core 
ELA, math, science, or social studies instruction 

● instructional and intervention time is passive 
and isolated from core (e.g. focused on 
worksheets or computer-based fluency drills), 
and/or students are engaging with work that is 
better suited for earlier grades

Accelerating Math Learning
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source: Zearn (2022)

Students with consistent engagement in high-quality math curriculum that employs 
acceleration scored significantly higher on Spring 2022 assessments relative to matched 
students with little to no engagement. 



How does this 
apply to CCR? 

Examples from NCCER
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Explain how to work with fractions. 

a. Define equivalent fractions and show how to find lowest common denominators. 
b. Describe improper fractions and demonstrate how to change an improper fraction to a 

mixed number. 
c. Demonstrate the ability to add and subtract fractions. 
d. Demonstrate the ability to multiply and divide fractions. 

NCCER Math Objective 2
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Equivalent Fractions - Objective 2a
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Improper Fractions - Objective 2c
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4 fourths represents one 
whole
7 fourths - 4 fourths = 3 
fourths remaining

We have one and three 
fourths

Improper Fractions - Objective 2c
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Addition and Subtraction of Fractions - Objective 2c
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Addition and Subtraction of Fractions - Objective 2c
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Multiplication of Fractions - 2d
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= 4

Multiplication of Fractions - 2d
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• Students may not be accustomed to the word cancel. 
• What’s improper about a fraction? Fractions greater than one.
• Shortcuts like keep-change-flip 

Language Notes
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On construction drawings, smaller dimensions are often used to represent 
larger ones. This allows the large object or structure to fit on th epaper. On such 
a drawing, if ¼-inch represents a distance of 1 foot, then a line on the drawing 
measuring 8 ½ inches would represent how many feet? 

8 ½ inches

4 ft 4 ft 4 ft 4 ft 4 ft 4 ft 4 ft 4 ft 2 ft

4·8 + 2 = 34 ft

Practice Problem
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• What confirmed your thoughts? 
• What challenged your thinking? 
• What questions do you have? 

Reflection



Coming up 
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Students who take Applied Geometry as part of the new policy for students earning a 
diploma under the Jump Start diploma pathway must take the Geometry assessment and 
students must pass either Algebra I or Geometry to meet the math pair assessment 
requirement.

New Geometry Requirement



#LaunchYear
s

Launch Years Initiative Goal 
Students in transition math courses
● Aligned with aspirations
● Supports to succeed
● Equitable access and success
● Smooth transitions
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                      WorkforcePK–12 Comm. College
4-Year Institutions
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Questions? Feedback?

Jamie Hebert

jamie.hebert2@la.gov 

Dr. Tachelle White

tachelle.herbert-white@la.gov 

STEM@la.gov

mailto:jamie.hebert2@la.gov
mailto:tachelle.herbert-white@la.gov
mailto:STEM@la.gov

