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West Carroll Parish by the Numbers

• 2010 census = 11,604
• 2016 pop. est. 11,114    
• No industry
• Median income $ 31,926
• 23.8 % of population live below poverty level 
• School Board is the largest employer
• Students who eat Free/Reduced:

• The West Carroll Parish School system participates in the CEP program.
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Catahoula Parish by the Numbers

• 2010 census = 10,407
• 2016 pop. est. 9,921    
• No industry
• Median income $ 34,904
• 27.5 % of population live below poverty level 
• School Board is the largest employer
• Students who eat Free/Reduced:

• The Catahoula Parish School system participates in the CEP program.
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High Schools in West Carroll

• 3 - Pre-K-12 schools
• Forest 
• Epps 
• Kilbourne

• 1 – 6-12 school
• Oak Grove

• 30 mile difference between 
the north and the south
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High Schools in Catahoula

• 3 - K-12 schools
• Sicily Island
• Harrisonburg
• Central (Larto)

• 1 – 8-12 school
• Block (Jonesville)

• 50 mile difference between 
the north and the south
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Jump Start

• What is Jump Start? 
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iSXdhqhym-o&t=9s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iSXdhqhym-o&t=9s
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Our Initial Jump Start Thought?



10

Then, Reality Sets In….

Since Jump Start is here to stay….
What now?
What are we going to offer?
Staffing issues?
Who gets credentialed in what 

areas?
How can Career Compass help 

(Catahoula & West Carroll)?
How can our Jump Start Teams

help?
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Planning Process - 1

Example of one Pathway Chosen:  Public Service 

Look at the High-Demand Jobs in Pathway



12

Planning Process - 2
2.  Look at what the Credentialing Process entails

$55 per test voucher

(Site license excluded)

Possible total per student on pathway:  $55 !!
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Planning Process - 3

• Look at the possibilities of where to offer credentials.

• Core Credential:  FEMA IS-700a
• Civics to all 9th graders regardless of Diploma Pathway

• Complementary Credentials:
• Customer Service

• Because of age requirements of test, stand-alone course in grade 11 to all 
students

• Microsoft Word/PowerPoint/Excel
• IBCA, BCA, Word Processing in grades 10-11
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Planning Process - 4
What 9 classes can I offer to fulfill the pathway course requirement?

• Credits earned before high 
school:

• Journey to Careers
• IBCA
• Keyboarding (1 cr.)

• Courses currently offering or planning 
to offer:

• BCA
• Business Math
• Career Success Skills
• Child Development & Adv.
• Customer Service
• Education for Careers Pt. I & II
• Personal Finance
• Speech I & II
• Technical Math
• Technical Writing
• Word Processing
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Planning Process - 5

Time to “convince” principals that 
pathways are needed at their schools.

• Jump Start is included as an agenda 
item at each Principals’ Meeting

• Modified packets were given for 
chosen pathways at each high school

• Work done ahead of time…no 
additional work put on them!
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Jump Start Fact Sheets

• http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/jump-start-fact-sheets

• Available now on more than 100 credentials with more to come
• Gives information on how the test is given
• Information on what your teachers need to do to become credentialed

• MOST IMPORTANT:  What funding sources can be used to pay for the 
credential?  Can you use Career Development Funds (CDF)?  Perkins? Any 
other funds (besides General Funds)?

http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/jump-start-fact-sheets
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Jump Start Funding for 
West Carroll & Catahoula

•CDF Funds
•District 
collaborations

•Technical college 
collaborations
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Jump Start Summers
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Jump Start Summers

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C
wO45La_NVo&feature=em-
share_video_user

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CwO45La_NVo&feature=em-share_video_user
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Jumpstart Summer Program in West Carroll
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Jumpstart Summer Program in Catahoula
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How are we feeling now?

• Slightly relieved knowing that we 
can manage our chosen pathways,  
but we won’t start out with all at 
first. 

• This is only a plan on paper….our 
anxiety level will decrease only 
when we see the first cohort of 
students graduating this school year 
with a diploma and necessary 
credentials. Even then we will be 
looking for ways to improve!

• Have a plan and work 
together to see it through!

• https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=DI4zp7yeuMU&fea
ture=em-share_video_user

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DI4zp7yeuMU&feature=em-share_video_user
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Q & A
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Contact Information

West Carroll Parish School District
Mr. Richard M. Strong, Superintendent

mrstrong@wcpsb.com

Catahoula Parish School District
Dr. Gwile Paul Freeman, Superintendent

gfreeman@catahoulaschools.com
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