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An Overview



WHAT IS AN IBC?

An Industry-Based Certification (IBC) is an 
industry-accepted third-party credential verifying a 
student’s skills and knowledge according to industry 

standards.



WHAT IS THE INDUSTRY-BASED 
CERTIFICATION (IBC) COUNCIL?

• A subcommittee of the Workforce 
Investment Council

• Responsible for evaluating the 
alignment of credentials with 
state workforce demand

• Members represent Industry, 
Government, Higher Education, 
K-12 Education, and Skilled 
Apprenticeship

Workforce 
Investment 

Council (WIC)

Occupational 
Forecasting 

Conference (OFC)

Industry-Based 
Certification 

Council (IBCC)



CERTIFICATION APPLICATION PROCESS

Final Approval by WIC

Upon IBC Council approval, the application is added to the agenda for a subsequent WIC meeting

IBC Council Review
IBC Council reviews information provided to determine if there is substantial evidence to support 

the inclusion of a new IBC to the State Focus List

Initial Information Review
WIC staff and IBC Council Chairman reviews application for completeness and ensures it meets key 

criteria

Application Submission
Requesting entity submits a completed application and all supporting documentation to Director of 

the Louisiana Workforce Investment Council (WIC)



KEY CRITERIA FOR IBC APPROVAL
Fit the 

Definition of an 
Industry-Based 
Certification 

(IBC)

Credential issued 
by an industry or 
group, verifying 
skill standards 

required to enter 
and compete in 

specific 
occupations

Monitored and 
updated according 

to industry 
changes; requires 

periodic 
re-certification

Support 
Employment in 
High-Demand & 

High-Wage 
Occupations

Must align with 4- 
or 5-Star jobs 
recognized 

statewide by the 
Louisiana 
Workforce 

Investment Council 
and Occupational 

Forecasting 
Conference

State, National, 
or International 

Recognition

Demonstrates skill 
competencies in 

specific 
work-related 

tasks or 
occupational 

clusters

Verification 
through required 

assessment 
components

Backed by 
Louisiana 
Employers

Minimum of three 
(3) employers 

must support the 
credential with 

letters on 
company 

letterhead

Generic 
Certification

Should not be 
vendor-specific, 
unless specially 
approved by the 

IBC Council



LOUISIANA STAR JOBS
Support 

Employment in 
High-Demand & 

High-Wage 
Occupations

Must align with 4- 
or 5-Star jobs 
recognized 

statewide by the 
Louisiana Workforce 
Investment Council 
and Occupational 

Forecasting 
Conference



LOUISIANA STAR JOBS



LOUISIANA STAR JOBS



IBC APPLICATION



IBC Bundles

• A Basic Bundle is a set of stackable credentials, where each earned credential 
adds value to a student’s qualifications enhancing their competitiveness on 
the market. 
• While individual credentials may have limited value to employers, the 

bundle objectively demonstrates to employers that a student possesses a 
highly valued set of technical skills

• Process to approve bundles mirrors approval process for single IBCs:
• Submit application to WIC
• Application is reviewed by WIC staff
• Approval by IBC Council
• Approval by WIC



•Must Fit the Definition of an Industry-Based Certification 
(IBC)
•Must Support Employment in High-Demand & High-Wage 
Occupations
•Must have State, National, or International Recognition
•Must be Backed by Louisiana Employers
•Must be Approved by the IBC Council and WIC to be on the 
State Focus List 
•Explain the Workforce Demand on the IBC Application



Kaffia Arvie
WIC Director

Office: 225-342-3471
Email: karvie@lwc.la.gov

IBC Website:
https://www.laworks.net/PublicRelations

/WIC_IndustryBasedCertification.asp
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