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General Information to the Instructor for Unit 1 

Unit 1 provides a general introduction to the Louisiana School Bus Driver Course and 
specifically to the position of the school bus driver in the educational environment: the 
importance of the school bus driver, the school bus driver's mission, and various 
regulatory authorities that provide governance and direction to school buses and school 
bus drivers throughout the United States and particularly in Louisiana school district 
transportation operations. 

Student transportation is a \'ast industry in the United States and must be supported by 
myriad manufacturers, support staff and other resources. Consider the following annual 
statistics regarding public school student transportation on school buses, for example: 

• 450,000 public school buses
• 24 million students transported (about 55% of the K-12 student population)
• 4 billion miles traveled
• l O billion student trips
• 20 billion times students get on or off the bus

(Source: National Association of State Directors of Pupil Transportation)

Despite the number of passenger miles driven by school buses each year, the school 
bus maintains its reputation as the safest means of ground transportation in the 
United States. 

Commercial motor vehicle (CMV) drivers are held to a higher standard of conduct than is 
the average vehicle driver; therefore, laws governing CMV drivers are more stringent 
than arc laws governing other vehicle drivers. Because school bus drivers transport 
the country's "most precious cargo" and for the mutual protection of school bus drivers 
and the students whom they transport, school bus drivers must be familiar with, and must 
obey, the laws and regulations that apply to their vehicles, to themselves and to the 
students who ride their buses daily. Thus, the importance of both classroom and behind­
the-wheel training to familiarize school bus drivers with regulatory authorities and the 
regulations they impose upon student transportation operations cannot be over­
emphasized. 
At the end of Unit 1, the trainee will be able to ... 

./ Describe the mission of the Louisiana school bus driver;
./ Understand how to accomplish the mission;
./ [dentify the safest mode of ground transportation in the United States;
./ Recognize major authorities-federal, state and local-that regulate student

transportation services;
./ Be familiar with initial school bus driver certification requirements;
./ Know and understand commercial driver's license requirements and procedures;
./ Be able to locate Louisiana Statutes and Louisiana Department of Education

Bulletin 119; and
./ Understand the concept Best Practices as it applies to student transportation.

In addition to the equipment and materials described under the heading Tips for 
Louisiana School Bus Driver Training, you should open the PowerPoint presentation (or 
have transparencies ready) for Unit 1. Additional materials should include copies of the 
follo,ving documents: 

• Employment application packets;
• Louisiana Department of Education Bulletin I 19, available at the LA DOE

website: www.Jouisianaschools.net/division/sls/school_ bus.html;
• The Louisiana CDL Study Manual and the CDL Physical Examination Form
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