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6-12 Content Literacy:
Helping Students Read and Understand Within All Content Areas

Why do we need to consider literacy support for students in grades 6-12?
° 66 percent of 8th grade students fall below the proficient level in their ability to comprehend the meaning of text at
their grade level.
Students need to extract information and meaning from content area texts.
Reading ability is a key predictor of achievement in mathematics and science.
Students need literacy support in accessing the information so that they can become proficient within their disciplines.

What is Content Literacy and why do we need it?

“Content Literacy can be defined as the ability to use reading and writing for the acquisition of new content in a given discipline”
(McKenna & Robinson, 1990). It represents the skills needed to acquire the knowledge of the content areas, such as basic
content comprehension and writing skills, as well as partner reading, analyzing rubrics, and annotating text which are crucial to
proficiency before moving on to more demanding literacy skills.

What is Disciplinary Literacy and why do we need it?

“Disciplinary Literacy refers to the shared ways of reading, writing, thinking, and reasoning within academic fields” (Sedita, 2015).
Each discipline has different demands on students’ abilities to read and comprehend that require a multitude of literacy-based
skills, and these skills are learned best through direct instruction and application rather than observation. “Thus, middle and high
school teachers, who are already part of the disciplinary culture by virtue of their disciplinary preparation, need to help students
into the culture by making explicit the discipline-specific literacy practices of their areas” (Sedita, 2015). Disciplinary literacy gives
students the skills they need that are aligned to the experts in those curricular fields.

Why are we focusing on Content Literacy before moving on to Disciplinary Literacy?

Before students can understand the literacy demands of specific disciplines (Disciplinary Literacy), they first need to understand
the general demands of Content Literacy. Until the fundamental content literacy skills are mastered, there is a need to build
competency before moving on to disciplinary literacy skills.

How does this tie into the science of reading?

Evidence-based practices grounded in the science of reading improve student literacy outcomes. The science of reading conveys
to teachers how to provide direct instruction through the continuum of skills to become a proficient reader. Grades K-3 focus on
the foundational skills of word recognition such as phonological awareness, decoding, and sight recognition. Grades 4-12 develop
the more advanced skills of language comprehension instruction that includes systematic and explicit language structures, verbal
reasoning, background knowledge, literacy knowledge, and vocabulary strategies. These skills build a reader’s ability to read and
comprehend texts. Teachers should incorporate those strategies into daily reading foundations instruction so that students can
better understand and comprehend the concepts of each discipline.

What is the purpose of infusing content literacy practices into the curriculum? The purpose of the following
supports is to help students access the information and knowledge in the sources and texts that they encounter across content
areas in middle and high school. Students in middle and high school need to be explicitly taught how to access the information,
the purpose of the support that teachers are using in the classroom, and how it will help them within that discipline, as well as in
life.
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What are the supports needed for my content area?

Annotating

Independent Reading

Partner Reading

Using Rubrics

Using Student Exemplars

Whole Class Read Aloud

Reading and Writing for a Purpose
Creating a Claim

Direct and Explicit Vocabulary Instruction
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Annotating

Using Rubrics
Using Student Exemplars

Whole Class Read Aloud

Creating a Claim

Reading and Writing for a Purpose
Writing Frames

Direct and Explicit Vocabulary Instruction
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https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/literacy/content-literacy-support---annotating-text.pdf?sfvrsn=39796518_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/literacy/content-literacy-support---independent-reading.pdf?sfvrsn=45426518_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/literacy/content-literacy-support---partner-reading.pdf?sfvrsn=46426518_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/literacy/content-literacy-support---using-rubrics.pdf?sfvrsn=44426518_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/literacy/content-literacy-support---using-student-exemplars.pdf?sfvrsn=47426518_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/literacy/content-literacy-support---whole-class-read-aloud.pdf?sfvrsn=4b426518_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/literacy/content-literacy-support---reading-and-writing-for-a-purpose.pdf?sfvrsn=4d8b6318_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/literacy/content-literacy-support---creating-a-claim.pdf?sfvrsn=458b6318_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/literacy/content-literacy-support---direct-and-explicit-vocabulary-instruction.pdf?sfvrsn=498b6318_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/literacy/content-literacy-support---annotating-text.pdf?sfvrsn=39796518_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/literacy/content-literacy-support---using-rubrics.pdf?sfvrsn=44426518_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/literacy/content-literacy-support---using-student-exemplars.pdf?sfvrsn=47426518_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/literacy/content-literacy-support---whole-class-read-aloud.pdf?sfvrsn=4b426518_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/literacy/content-literacy-support---creating-a-claim.pdf?sfvrsn=458b6318_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/literacy/content-literacy-support---reading-and-writing-for-a-purpose.pdf?sfvrsn=4d8b6318_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/literacy/content-literacy-support---writing-frames.pdf?sfvrsn=308b6318_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/literacy/content-literacy-support---direct-and-explicit-vocabulary-instruction.pdf?sfvrsn=498b6318_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/literacy/content-literacy-support---annotating-text.pdf?sfvrsn=39796518_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/literacy/content-literacy-support---independent-reading.pdf?sfvrsn=45426518_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/literacy/content-literacy-support---partner-reading.pdf?sfvrsn=46426518_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/literacy/content-literacy-support---using-rubrics.pdf?sfvrsn=44426518_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/literacy/content-literacy-support---using-student-exemplars.pdf?sfvrsn=47426518_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/literacy/content-literacy-support---whole-class-read-aloud.pdf?sfvrsn=4b426518_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/literacy/content-literacy-support---reading-and-writing-for-a-purpose.pdf?sfvrsn=4d8b6318_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/literacy/content-literacy-support---creating-a-claim.pdf?sfvrsn=458b6318_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/literacy/content-literacy-support---direct-and-explicit-vocabulary-instruction.pdf?sfvrsn=498b6318_2
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Social Studies

Annotating
Independent Reading
Partner Reading

Using Rubrics
Using Student Exemplars

Whole Class Read Aloud
Reading and Writing for a Purpose

Creating a Claim
Direct and Explicit Vocabulary Instruction
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