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Recap

In our last session, we spent time…
• applying the process of teaching writing with the purpose of 

improving reading comprehension.
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Today’s Objective

By the end of this session, participants will be able to:

★ implement graphic organizers in content areas classes with the 
intent to improve reading comprehension.
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Impact of Graphic Organizers on Reading 
Comprehension 

• “Graphic organizers can also enhance reading comprehension by helping students to categorize 
information and to show the relationships among important concept” (Shanahan, 2021).

• There are various functions of graphic organizers. In reading comprehension, they assist learners 
to:  

• clarify and organize information into categories (main idea, supporting details, topic 
sentence, facts, opinion, etc.).

• organize information in a paragraph for better understanding.

• construct meaning of difficult words and sentence dividing into lexias.

• understand the context by associating with prior knowledge.

• identify conceptual and perceptual errors that may occur in the course of reading a passage.

• establish a purpose for reading.

• chunk the material into smaller units.

SOURCE: Praveen and Rajan, 2013 

https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ1076955.pdf
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Implementing Graphic Organizers

• Determine what the purpose is for reading.

• Determine what essential information you want students to pull from the text.

• Model your expectations for exactly how the graphic organizer should be filled 
out.

• Instruct students to fill out the graphic organizer as they are reading or after as a 
summarizing technique, in order to support reading comprehension.

• Inform students on why they are using the graphic organizer and what it will help 
with.

• Explain to students how to transfer the thought process of the graphic organizer 
so that it becomes internalized once they are proficient with using it.
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Steps in Supporting Reading Comprehension 

1. Select carefully the text to use when first beginning to teach a given strategy.

2. Show students how to apply the strategies they are learning to different texts, not 
just to one text.

3. Ensure that the text is appropriate for the reading level of students.

4. Use direct and explicit instruction for teaching students how to use 
comprehension strategies.

5. Provide the appropriate amount of guided practice depending on the difficulty 
level of the strategies that the students are learning. 

6. When teaching comprehension strategies, make sure students understand that 
the goal is to understand the content of the text.

SOURCE: Improving Adolescent Literacy: Effective Classroom and Intervention Practices

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/PracticeGuide/adlit_pg_082608.pdf#page=22
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Direct and Explicit Instruction of the Strategy

• Inform students of what strategy they will learn.

• Explain why it is important to learn.

• Model use of the strategy with think-aloud while interacting with the text.

• Provide guided practice with feedback.

• Provide independent practice with different types of text.

SOURCE: Improving Adolescent Literacy: Effective Classroom and Intervention Practices

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/PracticeGuide/adlit_pg_082608.pdf#page=22
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Where to Find Graphic Organizers
• Start with your curriculum. 

• Achieve the Core

• cause and effect

• compare and contrast

• concept definition map

• drawing conclusions

• identifying author’s purpose

• main idea and supporting details

• making inferences

• summarizing 

• Customize your own graphic organizers.

**Consider scaffolding within the graphic organizer as well to meet the needs of diverse learners.

https://achievethecore.org/content/upload/ttc_import/1408063989-12-5610/C_Bibb_Scholastic_Graphic_Organizers_-_page_6.pdf
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Final Thoughts

• Although the use of graphic organizers is widely known and 
used, they are not always used as intended.

• Teachers should explicitly model how to fill out the graphic 
organizer, including their expectations and thought process.

• Students should understand how to transfer the thought 
process of the graphic organizer and internalize it.
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Engage

• Consider what ideas or topics are important in the upcoming unit. 

• What text will be used in the curriculum to help students 
develop their understanding of that topic?

• What essential information needs to be extracted from the 
text?

• What graphic organizer pairs best with the text?

• What needs to be explicitly modeled for the students to use 
it?

• How will you help the process of the graphic organizer 
transfer to students?
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Question or Suggestions?

Contact Us:
louisianaliteracy@la.gov

mailto:LouisianaLiteracy@la.gov
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