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Today’s Objectives

By the end of this session, participants will be able to explain how they will support 
students’ in writing for a variety of purposes.



4

What is Writing and How Do We Teach It?

• Writing is a complex process that requires students to manage many 
factors simultaneously - word choice, spelling, syntax, background 
information, and content knowledge.

• For students who are not yet at a point of encoding with sufficient 
automaticity (even if the encoding is inventive), or those with limited oral 
language skills, work with writing can (and should) begin orally, and 
should focus on responding to text - either by sharing ideas or responding 
to questions.

SOURCE: The Writing Revolution

https://www.thewritingrevolution.org/
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What is Writing and How Do We Teach It?

● In grades K-3, the focus of writing instruction - like reading 
instruction - should be on two key areas: 

○ building students’ capacity to encode with automaticity, 

○ building their capacity to develop complex thoughts that 
they can communicate through writing once their encoding 
skills “catch up.”



6



7

Writing with Purpose

• As students begin writing, it’s important for them to understand that 
writing has many different purposes - to share information, to share 
opinions, to explain ideas or processes, and to entertain.

• These different purposes are reflected in the Louisiana Student 
Standards for writing:
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Writing with Purpose

• Being able to identify the purpose for a particular type of writing 
is an important part of students’ writing development, and this 
can easily start in the pre-writing phase.

• At the earliest levels, students can begin to understand when it’s 
appropriate to communicate their opinions, when they should 
share information or explain, and when it’s appropriate to be 
creative.

• This work can begin in the context of questions/answers about 
texts that you are reading.
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Writing with Purpose

• As students develop an understanding of the purpose of 
their writing, the focus can then turn to identifying key 
content to include.

• As their ability to communicate ideas with appropriate 
purpose grows, they can then develop more nuanced 
understandings of the components of the different genres 
of writing.

• This work is embedded in the context of the 
knowledge-building curriculum that you are teaching.
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Writing with Audience in Mind

• You must also develop students’ ability to write for a particular audience. 

• Depending on the audience, you will use different language/sentence 
structures, vocabulary, and levels of formality.

• This is something to reference at the earliest grade levels, but often their 
writing skills are not at a point where they can truly differentiate for 
different audiences until at least 2nd or 3rd grade.
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Bridge to Upper Elementary

What is the purpose for this writing?  What do your students need to 
understand in order to successfully respond to this prompt?
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Bridge to Upper Elementary

What is the purpose for this writing?  What do your students need to 
understand in order to successfully respond to this prompt?
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Bridge to Upper Elementary

• Our youngest students can prepare for this work by thinking deeply about 
texts that are read to them - and as they grow in their reading fluency, 
texts that they read - and communicating their ideas orally and in writing.

• Providing them with opportunities to communicate their thinking - and 
pushing them to communicate appropriately, citing evidence from texts 
that are read to them is setting them up to communicate their thoughts in 
writing once their writing automaticity catches up.
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How do leaders support this work?

• When reviewing lesson plans, look for opportunities for students to write 
for a variety of purposes within a unit of study. 

• Utilize vertical alignment to support writing conversations across grade 
bands and content areas. 

• Use Backwards Design to allow for the identification and planning of 
writing for various purposes. The high-quality curriculum selected by your 
school system has writing embedded. 

• Provide professional development opportunities on writing for all 
teachers. 

• Cultivate a writing culture that views writing as an avenue to support and 
improve student reading across all content areas. 



Questions or Suggestions?
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