
Utilizing Screener Data to Structure 
Your Literacy Block



2

Louisiana’s Education Priorities
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● In this session, participants will:

○ analyze literacy screener data 

○ explore connections from literacy screener indicators to core instruction

○ make instructional decisions inside of the core ELA block based on literacy screener 
data

○ explore implications for intervention

○ make instructional decisions for interventions based on literacy screener data

Objectives
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● Purpose of K-3 Literacy Screener

● Analyzing Literacy Screener Data

● Using Data to Adjust Core Instruction

● Using Data to Adjust Small Group Instruction

● Conclusion

Agenda
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ESSENTIAL QUESTION

How will you utilize your literacy screener data to make instructional decisions in your core 
instruction and small group instruction?
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Purpose of K-3 Literacy Screener

Act 520 requires that all students in grades K through 3 be screened by a single statewide 
screener the first 30 days of school, in December and in April. This screener is used to identify 
which students may be at risk for experiencing reading difficulties so that teachers can 
provide timely and effective support. The literacy screener also assists in identifying students 
for further evaluation for specific programming, including students who display 
characteristics of being dyslexic or gifted.

https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1289582
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IES What Works Clearinghouse
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State-Wide Screener

DIBELS 8 from Amplify is the Universal Screener mandated for all public school systems in Louisiana.

Publisher InstrumentDigital Platform
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Using Instructional Data to Make Decisions 
Inside of Core Instruction

● Universal Screening is mandatory at K-3 schools and is a part of teacher accountability. 

● It is not always clear how the core curriculum addresses the skills assessed in the 
screener.

● Classroom teachers need support using literacy screener data to make instructional 
decisions inside of core instruction.
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Analyzing Literacy Screener Data 

● What information should teachers gain from analyzing literacy screener data? 

● What potential next steps could screener data inform?
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Connecting the Literacy Screener to the Science of Reading

Let’s connect what we know about this 
group of students to the Science of 
Reading. 

Which literacy skills are assessed 
through the K-3 Literacy Screener?
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Analyzing Literacy Screener Data                          
1st Grade Classroom Scenario

What do you notice 
about the composite 
scores for this 1st 
grade class?

What do you notice 
about the different 
measures?

What are some 
implications for 
instruction and 
intervention?
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Analyzing DIBELS Benchmark Data                          
1st Grade Classroom

Letter Sounds and 
Decoding can be 
identified as major areas 
for growth, along with 
Phonemic Awareness.
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Connecting Literacy Screener Data to the Science of Reading

The students in this 1st 
grade classroom need 
support with emergent 
literacy skills.

Success of core 
instruction is 
dependent upon 
students mastering 
these emergent skills.
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Annotating High Quality Core Curriculum to Connect 
Lesson Objectives with Literacy Screener Measures
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Annotating High Quality Core Curriculum to Connect 
Lesson Objectives with Literacy Screener Measures

● What skills are addressed 
in the lesson? 

● How are the skills from 
this lesson directly 
connected to the literacy 
screener measures? 
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Annotating High Quality Core Curriculum to Connect 
Lesson Objectives with Literacy Screener Measures

PSF
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Annotating High Quality Core Curriculum to Connect 
Lesson Objectives with Literacy Screener Measures

NWF-
CLS
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Annotating High Quality Core Curriculum to Connect 
Lesson Objectives with Literacy Screener Measures

ORF
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Annotating High Quality Core Curriculum to Connect 
Lesson Objectives with Literacy Screener Measures

● How are these skills 
connected to the 
literacy screener 
measures? 
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Identifying Potential Student Challenges Based on 
Literacy Screener Data

Where might the students struggle within the lesson according to the DIBELS data?
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Making Instructional Decisions Inside of Core Instruction
Scenario 1: First Grade

● What skills are addressed 
within this instructional 
activity? 

● How is this instructional 
activity directly 
connected to the literacy 
screener measures? 

PSF

● How might a teacher 
adjust instruction based 
on the literacy screener 
data? 
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Making Instructional Decisions Inside of Core Instruction
Scenario 1: First Grade

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=di2ss_XhoEE&t=50
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=di2ss_XhoEE&t=50
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Making Instructional Decisions Inside of Core Instruction
Scenario 1: First Grade

● What skills are addressed within this 
instructional activity? 

● How is this instructional activity 
directly connected to the literacy 
screener measures?

NWF-
CLS

● How might a teacher 
adjust this activity based 
on the literacy screener 
data? 
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Making Instructional Decisions Inside of Core Instruction
Scenario 1: First Grade

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=di2ss_XhoEE&t=206
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=di2ss_XhoEE&t=206
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Making Instructional Decisions Inside of Core Instruction
Scenario 1: First Grade

● How is this instructional activity 
directly connected to the literacy 
screener measures?

● What skills are addressed within this 
instructional activity?

NWF-
CLS

● How might a teacher adjust this 
activity based on the literacy 
screener data? 
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Making Instructional Decisions Inside of Core Instruction
Scenario 1: First Grade

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=di2ss_XhoEE&t=392
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=di2ss_XhoEE&t=392
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Making Instructional Decisions Inside of Core Instruction
Scenario 1: First Grade

● Annotate the skills taught 
and the direct connections 
to the literacy screener 
measures within each 
instructional activity.

● Analyze the remaining 
instructional activities 
within Lesson 12.

● Consider instructional 
implications based on the 
literacy screener data.
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Making Instructional Decisions Inside of Core Instruction
Scenario 2: First Grade      Scenario 3: Third Grade
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Focusing Questions

● How can teachers use literacy screener data to make instructional decisions inside of core 
instruction?

○ What literacy skills are addressed in the lesson objectives?
○ What skills from this lesson are directly connected to the literacy screener 

measures? 
○ What literacy skills are addressed within each instructional activity?
○ How is each instructional activity directly connected to the literacy screener 

measures?
○ How might a teacher adjust each instructional activity based on literacy screener 

measures? 
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Using Instructional Data to Make Decisions 
Inside of Small Group Intervention

● How can classroom teachers utilize classroom literacy screener data to make 
instructional decisions inside of small group intervention?
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IES What Works Clearinghouse
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Small Group Instruction - The How and Why

• Small group instruction is a time for teachers to provide targeted support to students 
who did not master the content or skills introduced during whole group instruction.

• Small group instruction is responsive, timely, and inclusive.

• For small group instruction to be effective, a systematic approach to collecting formative 
data on student learning is essential.

• More information about small group instruction can be accessed within the Louisiana 
Literacy Library.
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Utilizing Screener Data to Make Decisions Inside of
Small Group Instruction: Instructional Grouping

The mCLASS platform 
groups students 
according to areas of 
need and provides 
suggested instructional 
activities for each group.

TEACHER
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Utilizing Screener Data to Make Decisions Inside of
Small Group Instruction: Instructional Recommendations

As teachers progress 
monitor, they can click 
on Update 
Recommendations for 
students to be 
regrouped as needed. 

Intervention groupings 
should be intentional 
and flexible. 

TEACHER
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mCLASS: Support for Small Group Instruction

This group of students has a 
larger “gap” in their literacy 
acquisition and will need 
strategic intervention to 
support their learning and to 
close the gap.
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Phonemic Awareness Continuum

Let’s connect what we know about this 
group of students to the Science of 
Reading. 

Where would the students fall along 
the phonemic awareness continuum?
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Individual Student Recommendations

Instruction

You can also view 
individual student 
recommendations for 
additional instruction. 

What would the benefit 
be of doing this in 
addition to viewing the 
recommended lessons?
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Identifying Observed Response Patterns

The observed 
patterns for this small 
group of students still 
leave us with far too 
many lessons from 
which to choose.
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Narrowing the Focus of Tier 1 Intervention

If we want to continue 
our instructional focus 
of segmenting words 
with two or three 
phonemes, we would 
need to select this skill 
from our list in order to 
narrow down the focus.
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Selecting Data-Driven Intervention Lessons
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Next Steps

● Classroom Teachers
○ Attend sessions on connections between screener and core.
○ Look back at science of reading training to make connections to best practices.
○ Let your screener data this year help drive instructional decisions.

● School Leaders
○ Dig into current reports to discuss professional learning opportunities over the 

summer and throughout the year.
○ Professional learning for:

● Reading reports
● Adjusting core instruction
● Intervention and progress monitoring 
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Closing

Literacy screener data should drive the decision-making for core instruction and intervention. 
The closer we are to the pulse of our students, and the more responsive we are to the pulse 
through professional learning and coaching, the more we can ensure student success. 

● Classroom Teachers: What is one thing you will implement from today’s session to utilize 
your literacy screener data to make instructional decisions in your core instruction and 
small group instruction?

● Coaches/Leaders: What is one thing you will implement from today’s session to support 
classroom teachers with making instructional decisions in core instruction and small group 
instruction?



Summer Literacy Tour

● The Literacy Division will be 
traveling the state for the 
3rd Annual Louisiana 
Literacy Regional PD Tour. 
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Please contact louisianaliteracy@la.gov with questions.

Date Location

June 17 Harahan

June  18 Lake Charles

June 21 Baton Rouge

July 8 West Monroe

July 9 Bossier City

July 11 Alexandria

mailto:louisianaliteracy@la.gov
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Stop by our tables in the hall 
to learn more about our 

Family Literacy 
Engagement Tools

Family Literacy Engagement Resources
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Contact Information

For more information contact louisianaliteracy@la.gov. 

mailto:louisianaliteracy@la.gov


Wendy Brooks

K-5 Literacy Specialist 

Louisiana Department of Education

Presenter Information



Thank You


