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Close Reading 
Targeted Skills & Model Answer Features

	Standard RL 8.1
	Model Answers

	
1. Cite textual evidence
2. Support details from the text
3. Be explicit (straight forward and clear)
4. Provide analysis writing (relate it to something meaningful)
5. Make inferences (infer, guess, predict, suppose)



	
1. Topic Sentence
2. Support Sentence
3. Relevance
4. Justification
5. Conclusion


	RACES
	Close Reading Rubric

	

R- restate the question without answering it
A – answer the question with TWO personal beliefs/opinions
C – cite evidence  (2 things)
E – explain how their opinion is supported by the evidence
S – write a summary statement without repeating anything from above

	
1. Answer – Answer is correct and completely addresses ALL parts of the question.

2. Inference – Supports the text with analysis through relevant and meaningful inferences.

3. Supporting Evidence – Cites (2 or more) strong pieces of textual evidence and justifies its relevance.





*MY Goal for the iLEAP/LEAP Test is:



Teacher: ________________________________________  Observer: ______________________________________  
Subject: ________________________ Grade: ______  Period: _____  Date: _________________________________

	Contributing Factors
	Critical Attributes

	
1. Refer to the ELA school-wide learning target.
2. Read the reading standards to the students.
3. Have the standards and step posted on chart paper in your classroom.
4. Have the Digging Deeper handout posted on chart paper in your classroom.
5. As students read, keep the teacher talk to a minimum so they can concentrate. Quietly praise students efforts as they are reading, provide academic feedback, and encourage weak readers.
6. Announce remaining time limits (10 minutes, 5 minutes).
7. Give a closing review of the process if time allows using the steps listed on the Close Reading and Digging Deeper posters. Answer any questions the students may have.

*Close Reading Targets

Reading Standards:
RI 6.1, RI 6.2, RI 6.3

Close Reading Process - Chunk 1
# 1.  Read.
# 2.  Read again. (Circle vocabulary and underline details.)
# 3.  Read one more time. (Write questions and interpretations in the margins.)
	1. Set the learning goal:
a. Academic feedback (praise and constructive comments)
b. Establish high expectations.
c. Refer to the students as scholarly, bright, and intelligent.

2. Give a clear definition of the Close Reading Strategy using the DIGGING DEEPER handout.
3. Model the strategy using a short reading passage or math word problem. [When you plan for this, use some of the questions from the ASCD article.]
4. Provide a personal illustration to make it relevant for the students to understand the concept of digging deeper.
5. Explain, in detail, each stage in the Digging Deeper handout.
6. Before releasing students to read, make sure they have a clear understanding and all questions have been answered. There will be no student talking during the process except for 1 to 2 opportunities for you to praise and encourage their efforts and for time limit reminders.
7. Interacting with the text:
a. Read.
b. Read. Circle vocabulary and underline key details.
c. Read. Write questions and interpret concepts in the margins.
8. Collect all materials at the end of the session.

Contributing Factors: influence, impact, promote, aid, or support the learning.
Critical Factors: are significant, vital, important, essential, or key, necessary to facilitate the learning.
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Reading Standards for Literature 6-12

The following standards offer a focus for instruction each year and help ensure that students gain adequate exposure to a range of texts and tasks. Rigor is also
infused through the requirement that students read increasingly complex texts through the grades. Students advan

cing through the grades are expected to meet

€each year's grade-specific standards and retain or further develop skills and understandings mastered in preceding grades.

Grade 6 students: Grade 8 students:

Key Ideas and Details 3
1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what 1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence 1o support 1 the textual evidence that most strongly
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn analysss of what the text says exphcitly as well as supports an analysis of what the text says exphicitly
from the text inferences drawn from the text as well as inferences drawn from the text
2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and 2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and 2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and
how it is conveyed through particular details. analyze its development over the course of the analyze its development over the course of the text.
provide a summary of the text distinct from text: provide an objective summary of the text including its relationship to the characters, setting,
personal oprvons or judgments. and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.
3. Describe how a particular story's or drama’s plot 3.  Analyze how particular elements of a story or 3. Analyze how particular knes of dialogue or
unfoids i a senes of episodes as well as how the drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the incidents in a story or drama propel the action.
characters respond or change as the plot moves characters or plot). reveal aspects of a character, or provoke 3 decision.
toward a resolution.
- IS g e R Y SIS R Tt LT
4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 4 termine the meaning of words and phrases. 4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases
they are used in a text, including figurative and as they are used in a text, including figurative as they are used in a text, including figurative
connctative meanings: analyze the impact of a and connotative meanings; analyze the impact and connotative meanings; analyze the impact
SDecific word Choice on meaning and tone. of rhymes and other repetitions of sounds (e.g.. of specific word choices on meaning and tone,
alfiteration) on 2 specific verse or stanza of 2 including analogies or allusions to other texts.
poem or section of a story or drama.
5.  Analyze how 2 particuler sentence. chapter, 5. Analyze how a drama’s or poem’s form or 5. Compare and contrast the structure of two or more
scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure of structure (e.g-. solfoquy. sonnet) contributes to texts and analyze how the differing structure of
2 text and contributes to the development of the its meaning. each text contributes to its meaning and style.
theme, setting, or plot
6 Explain how an author develops the point of view 6. Analyze how an author develops and contrasts 6. Analyze how differences in the pomnts of »
of the narTator Or spesker i 3 text. the points of view of different characters or characters and the audience or re: ¢
narrators in 3 text. through the use of dramatic wony)

effects as suspense or humor.




