
Reviewing	Instruc/onal	Materials	
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As	you	are	seated:	
	
•  Read	one	of	the	short	ar1cles	on	your	table.		

•  Be	ready	to	share	what	you	learned	from	the	ar1cle	
about	the	importance	of	curriculum.		

Why do instructional materials matter? 
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•  Instruc1onal	materials	1ed	to	student	achievement,	rival	effects	of	
teacher	effec/veness		

	
•  Commercially-produced	materials	are	widely	used,	70-98%	of	the	1me	in	

weekly	instruc1on	
	
•  Cost	effec1veness	for	switching	curriculum	was	40x’s	greater	than	for	

class	size	reduc/on.	
	
•  Significant	effects	were	found	between	student	achievement	and	the	

textbook	used,	especially	in	math	
	

Why do instructional materials matter? 



Welcome/Session	Outcomes 		
		
Purpose	and	Design	of	an	Instruc1onal	Materials	Review	(IMR)	
	

	Task	A:	Examine	an	Instruc1onal	Materials	Review	
	

	Task	B:	Explore	Improvements	and	Solu1ons	
		
		

Agenda 



	
		
		

Session Outcomes 

1.  Increase	awareness	of	the	state's	findings	about	commonly	used	
programs	through	Instruc1onal	Materials	Reviews	

2.  Demonstrate	how	the	findings	can	inform	decisions	about	instruc1on	
and	spending	

3.  Know	what	steps	to	take	to	have	curriculum	submi\ed	for	state	
review	



Agenda 

Welcome/Purpose	&	Session	Outcomes		
		
Purpose	and	Design	of	an	Instruc1onal	Materials	Review	(IMR)	
	

	Task	A:	Examine	an	Instruc1onal	Materials	Review	
	

	Task	B:	Explore	Improvements	and	Solu1ons	
		
		
		



Purpose and Design of  
Instructional Materials Reviews 
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Purpose	of	the	reviews:	To	ensure	that	teachers	and	students	have	high-
quality	instruc1onal	materials	
	
Design	components	of	the	reviews	include:	

•  Summary	Cover	Sheet	
•  Major	Content	Criteria	
•  Quality	Indicators	
•  Yes/No	Ra1ng	for	the	Indicator	
•  Comments/Jus1fica1ons	
•  Final	Evalua1on	Summary	
•  Publisher	Response	
•  Public	Comments	
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The	cover	page	shows	a	summary	ra1ng	of	the	grade	band.		Asterisks	
are	used	to	note	ra1ng	discrepancies	within	the	band.	
	
Following	the	cover	page,	is	a	complete	review	for	each	grade	with	
quick	links	that	bring	you	to	a	par1cular	grade’s	review.	
The	IMR	Rubric	contains:	

•  Major	Content	Criteria	
•  Quality	Indicators	
•  Yes/No	Ra1ng	for	the	Indicator	
•  Comments/Jus1fica1ons	
•  Final	Evalua1on	Summary	

	
Following	the	completed	reviews	see:		

Appendix	1.	Publisher	Response,	and		
Appendix	2.	Public	Comments	

Purpose and Design of 
 Instructional Materials Reviews	



Design of Instructional Materials 
Reviews 
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•  Summary	Cover	Sheet	for	
the	en1re	grade	band/
series	

•  Major	Criteria	listed	as	
Strengths	or	Weaknesses	

•  Quick	links	to	full	grade	
level	reviews	

	

	



Design of Instructional Materials 
Reviews 
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Design of Instructional Materials 
Reviews 
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Agenda 

Louisiana Believes 

Welcome/Purpose	&	Session	Outcomes		
		
Purpose	and	Design	of	an	Instruc1onal	Materials	Review	(IMR)	
	

	Task	A:	Examine	an	Instruc1onal	Materials	Review	
	

	Task	B:	Explore	Improvements	and	Solu1ons	
		
		
		



Task A: What do I do with an IMR? 
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•  Select	an	IMR	to	review:	
o  Choose	a	Tier	3	program	that	you	are	currently	using,	

considering	using,	or	is	otherwise	relevant	to	you.	
•  Examine	an	IMR:	

o  Read	the	findings,	comments,	and	jus1fica1ons	and	then	
reflect	upon	what	these	findings	mean	for	instruc1on	or	
further	spending.	

o  Write	down	the	program	name	and	the	iden1fied	
instruc1onal	gap(s)	on	a	s1cky	note.	

o  Post	your	s1cky	note(s)	in	Column	A	on	the	appropriate	
content	area	Chart	(e.g.,	ELA,	Math,	Social	Studies,	or	ECE)	

•  Complete	Task	A	(25	minutes)	
	
	
	
	
	



Agenda 

Louisiana Believes 

Welcome/Purpose	&	Session	Outcomes		
		
Purpose	and	Design	of	an	Instruc1onal	Materials	Review	(IMR)	
	

	Task	A:	Examine	an	Instruc1onal	Materials	Review	
	

	Task	B:	Explore	Improvements	and	Solu1ons	
		
		



Task B: What actions should I take from here? 
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•  To	explore	improvements	and	solu1ons		
o Breakout	into	content	related	workgroups	to	summarize	the	
program's	IMR	findings	you	iden1fied	for	a	non-nego1able	
indicator	(i.e.,	for	ELA,	Math,	or	Social	Studies).		

o Discuss	ac1ons	likely	to	be	needed	to	bring	the	component	into	
alignment	

o Recorder	adds	the	informa1on	to	the	recording	sheet	.	

•  Share	out	findings	and	solu1ons	(10	minutes)	

•  Complete	Task	B	(30	minutes)	



Want your materials state reviewed? 
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What	if	the	curriculum	I	am	currently	using	or	that	I	am	considering	
to	use	in	my	classroom	has	not	been	state	reviewed?	
	
	
Email	LouisianaCurriculumReview@la.gov		and	request	that	the	
program	you	are	interested	be	reviewed.	
	
	



	
		
		

Conclusion 

Session	Outcomes:	

1.  Increase	awareness	of	the	state's	findings	about	commonly	used	
programs	through	Instruc1onal	Materials	Reviews	

2.  Demonstrate	how	the	findings	can	inform	decisions	about	
instruc1on	and	spending	

3.  Know	what	steps	to	take	to	have	curriculum	submi\ed	for	state	
review	

	
Spread	the	Word!	
	
Ac1on	Step:	Email	LouisianaCurriculumReview@la.gov		to	request	
the	review	of	materials	that	are	not	listed	on	the	IMR	webpage.			
	


