
Using the CLASS Tool to Improve K-2 
Teaching Practices 
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As a result of this presentation, CLASS observers and 
coaches will be able to:

• Increase their accuracy in rating teacher behaviors  
described on K-2 CLASS observation tool.

• Implement strategies to help K-2 teachers use the 
CLASS tool to improve their instruction and 
interactions with children.

Session Objectives
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u?

http://info.teachstone.com/blog/quiz-which-pre-k-dimension-are-you-best-at-in-real-life

Ice Breaker 
Which CLASS Dimension Describes Your Life?

http://info.teachstone.com/blog/quiz-which-pre-k-dimension-are-you-best-at-in-real-life


Effective Teachers

With a partner, describe 

behaviors of a highly-effective 

teacher you know or you had in 

the past.



How is the CLASS Observation Instrument 
Organized?

Emotional 
Support

Positive Climate

Negative Climate

Teacher Sensitivity

Regard for Student 
Perspectives

Example –

Positive Climate:

Relationships

Positive affect

Positive communication

Respect

Example –

Relationships: 

Physical proximity, 
shared activities

Classroom 
Organization

Behavior Management

Productivity

Instructional Learning 
Formats

Example –

Behavior Management:

Clear behavior expectations

Proactive

Redirection of misbehavior

Student behavior

Example –

Clear behavior 
expectations: 

Consistency, clarity 
of rules

Instructional 
Support

Concept Development

Quality of Feedback

Language Modeling

Example –

Concept Development:

Analysis and reasoning

Creating

Integration

Connections to the real world

Example –

Analysis and 
reasoning: 

Why/how questions

Domain

Dimension

Indicator

Behavioral
Marker



Strategies to Foster Positive Interactions:
Emotional Support 
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Teachers help students develop…

Warm, supportive relationships with teachers and peers

Enjoyment and excitement about learning

Feelings of comfort in the classroom

Appropriate levels of autonomy



Strategies to Foster Positive Interactions:
Classroom Organization
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Teachers help students develop…

Skills to help them regulate their own behavior

Ability to make the most out of each school day

Sustained interest and engagement in learning activities



Strategies to Foster Positive Interactions:
Instructional Support
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Teachers help students develop…

Ability to solve problems and think creatively

Capacity to use individualized feedback to continue their learning

More complex language



Strategies to Foster Positive Interactions:
Putting it Together
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With a partner, identify 

the CLASS domain that 

best matches each 

scenario.
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Teachstone Resources (No Cost)

 Teachstone recorded webinars
 Open-Ended Questions in the Early Learning Classroom
 Using CLASS with ALL Children
 How to Create Communities of Professional Practice

 E-Books  
 Quality of Feedback
 CLASS Teacher Tips
 All About Open-Ended Questions

 Info Sheets
 The CLASS Journey
What is CLASS

 Videos 
 Get the Big Picture

 Teachstone BLOG



CLASS Professional Development Resources

Informational Improving 
Practice

Video LibraryIntroduction 
to the CLASS Tool

MMCI MyTeachingPartner™ 



Developing a Plan

With a partner, use the PD Planning 
Template to build out strategies to 
help K-2 teachers to use the CLASS 
tool to improve their instruction 
and interactions.


