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Student Opportunities 
ACT Navigator - College & Career Planning for Families 
Please share with system leaders, counselors, teachers, and students. 
 
ACT Navigator is an online resource that allows students to navigate the path through high school 
and what lies ahead. Access includes: 

●​ Timely and actionable steps from freshman through senior year, organized by season, to help 
students stay on track. 

●​ Guidance for education and career - whether they are going to college or directly into the 
workforce. 

●​ Majors and career exploration. 
●​ Resources for college admissions, financial aid, testing advice, and alternative paths. 

 
Please contact charmaine.cureton@la.gov with questions.  
 

Fast Forward 

Standard and CTE Employment Certificates 
Please share with CTE supervisors, administrators, WBL teachers, and counselors.  
 
All students in work-based learning programs are required to hold an employment certificate. The 
specific type (Minor Employment Certificate vs. CTE Employment Certificate) is dependent on the 
nature of the opportunity.  

Internships: Students participating in high-dosage opportunities (a total of 106.2 hours of on-the-job 
training) must obtain a CTE Employment Certificate.  

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/students-and-parents/college-and-career-planning-for-families.html
mailto:charmaine.cureton@la.gov


 
CTE Employment Certificates: 

●​ Require termination date 
●​ Completed and signed by:  Training employer, parent/guardian, teacher-coordinator, 

and student-trainee 
●​ CTE Teacher-Coordinator completes and submits the electronic CTE Employment 

Certificate via the Louisiana Works website 
●​ Prohibited occupations exemptions exist​

 

Cooperative Education (Co-Op): Students employed in a part-time job (ex, Super 1, Raising Cane’s, 
etc.) must obtain a Standard Minor Employment Certificate.  

Standard Employment Certificates: 

●​ No expiration date 
●​ Application to employ a minor 
●​ Completed and signed by:  Employer representative, parent/guardian 
●​ Prohibited occupations apply 

Please contact laborprograms@lwc.la.gov with questions.  
 
Industry-Based Credential Bundles Update 
Please share with CTE supervisors, administrators, WBL teachers, and counselors. 
 
Louisiana Works (formerly the Louisiana Workforce Commission) will lead the development of 
industry-based credential bundles.  Bundle concepts will be shared with regional economic 
development organizations, LCTCS, and LDOE to validate workforce demand and ensure alignment 
with post-secondary pathways. 
 
Please note, school systems will not create or submit bundles themselves; however, they will play an 
important role in the process by recommending employer partners to LA Works for engagement.  
This approach is intended to ensure that bundles are responsive to employer needs, aligned with 
labor market demand, and designed to provide students with a clear path from high school into 
training, postsecondary, and career opportunities.  
 
Please contact ibccouncil@lwc.la.gov with questions.  
 
Course Choice Spring Reporting 
Please share with system leaders, CTE supervisors, principals, and counselors. 
 
The Course Choice Portal is open for spring reporting.  Please ensure all enrollments are reported by 
the deadline. 
 
The portal closes for Private Providers on January 30, 2026. The portal closes for Public Higher 
Education Providers on March 6, 2026 
 
Please contact coursechoice@la.gov with questions.  

https://www.laworks.net/Downloads/WFD/MinorApplicationToEmployForm.pdf
mailto:laborprograms@lwc.la.gov
mailto:ibccouncil@lwc.la.gov
https://lacourses.net/
mailto:coursechoice@la.gov


 
Course Choice Family Awareness Campaign 
Please share with system leaders, CTE supervisors, principals, and counselors. 

Beginning this month, LDOE will launch a digital campaign to help families learn more about 
Louisiana’s Course Choice program during the January–February scheduling window for fall 2026 
classes. The ads will direct families to a dedicated Course Choice Family webpage, where they can 
find additional information about course options and guidance to contact school counselors for 
support. 

School and district teams are encouraged to review the LDOE Course Choice webpage and the 
resources linked below. These tools help teams understand the program, communicate effectively 
with families, and provide informed next steps when questions arise. Schools may also consider 
linking the Course Choice Family webpage on local sites and materials so families can easily access 
accurate information. 
  
Helpful Resources:​
 

●​ Course Choice School Roadmap: A step-by-step guide for school leaders outlining how to 
plan, communicate, approve, enroll, and manage payments for the Course Choice program.. 

●​ Parent Sample Letter: A customizable communication template schools can send to families 
introducing the Course Choice program and inviting them to discuss opportunities with their 
child’s counselor. 

●​ Course Choice Program Flyer: A one-page overview for families explaining what the Course 
Choice program is, what types of courses are available, and how to get started by contacting 
their school counselor. 

  
Please contact coursechoice@la.gov with questions. 
 

Professional Opportunities 
 
Save the Date! Spring 2026 Counselor Institute In-Person Sessions 
Please share with school counselors and administrators. 

Save the dates for our Spring 2026 Counselor Institute sessions!  In person sessions will be held on 
March 13 (Ouachita Parish), March 20 (St. Charles Parish) and March 27 (Lafayette Parish). Additional 
details and registration information will be available in the February Counselor Connect.  

Please contact candace.joseph@la.gov with questions.  

2026 Louisiana ACT Summit 
Please share with administrators, counselors, CTE supervisors, and testing coordinators. 
 
Registration is open for the 2026 Louisiana ACT Summit. The Louisiana ACT Summit will be held on 
January 28 at the Raising Cane’s River Center in Baton Rouge. 
 

https://doe.louisiana.gov/families-and-students/preparing-to-graduate/course-choice
https://doe.louisiana.gov/school-system-leaders/ccr/course-choice-program
https://doe.louisiana.gov/families-and-students/preparing-to-graduate/course-choice
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/courses/course-choice-roadmap-for-school-leaders.pdf?sfvrsn=23512a58_2
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/courses/course-choice-sample-parent-letter.pdf?sfvrsn=f932cb16_3
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/courses/louisiana-s-course-choice-program-parent-flyer.pdf?sfvrsn=2d746eb5_3
mailto:CourseCHoice@la.gov
mailto:candace.joseph@la.gov
https://web.cvent.com/event/e90009dd-568a-48d4-99d1-d9b352cf00eb/summary?i=N3FgQOxO9EiDlL-Bnl8pOg&locale=en-US


 
This event offers education and workforce leaders the opportunity to exchange ideas, deepen their 
knowledge, and explore real-world solutions to today’s most pressing problems.  Attendees will 
participate in sessions designed to spark collaboration, foster problem-solving, and shape the future 
of education and the workforce. 
 
Please contact charmaine.cureton@la.gov with questions. 
 
SREB Crisis Recovery Network Counselor 
Please share with school counselors.  
 
The Southern Regional Education Board (SREB)  is seeking 40 school counselors in each SREB state 
to serve on the Crisis Recovery Network.  Network members receive specialized training in crisis 
response and recovery, building capacity within their own school, district, or institution, as well as 
enabling them to support other schools within their state or the SREB region in times of catastrophic 
crisis.  SREB Crisis Recovery Network members need a combination of education, experience and 
specialized training in crisis intervention and recovery, and must be recommended by their 
superintendent.   
 
SREB covers all training and deployment costs.  The initial two day workshop will be held on March 
2-3 in St. Charles Parish.  Additional information and the application to become a member are 
currently available on the SREB website.   
 
Please contact linda.tyree@sreb.org with questions.  
 
Louisiana High School Teachers Workshop 
Please share with school counselors, CTE teachers, and high school teachers. 
 
Registration is now available for the Louisiana High School Teachers Workshop, in collaboration with 
LSU and the National Science Foundation (NSF)’s University Corporation for Atmospheric Research 
(UCAR).  This one-day event, led by UCAR’s Science Education (SciEd) team, will help Louisiana 
educators bring real-world weather science into their classrooms.  The purpose of this event is to 
deepen understanding of hurricanes and climate impacts in Gulf communities, provide 
curriculum-ready resources for classrooms, and empower educators to foster resilience and action 
among students.  
 
This event will be held on March 7, 2026, at the Rotunda Conference Room (1019), ECE Building, LSU, 
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.  20-30 participants will receive a $100 stipend, along with complimentary lunch 
and refreshments.   
 
Please contact RMostafiz@agcenter.lsu.edu with questions.  
 
College Board Lunch & Learn Webinars 
Please share with administrators, counselors, and testing coordinators. 
 
The College Board is offering virtual webinars in the coming months tailored to the state of Louisiana.  
The webinars will provide meaningful assistance and resources for the Advanced Placement (AP) 

mailto:charmaine.cureton@la.gov
https://www.sreb.org/sites/main/files/file-attachments/crn_application_agreement_1_0.pdf?1765334636
https://www.sreb.org/crisis-recovery-network
mailto:linda.tyree@sreb.org
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/lsu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8Gk3gW0ESYVuzum__;!!CCC_mTA!5xPl812fuEMe4WU6o1Hf0v_x0jSEkLIGPnpIzHL-AE4ZAUURK_KjLa02MpYrIAsjzVff1iInZOevUSK0YxFLNdl2YJvfXiOSgA$
mailto:RMostafiz@agcenter.lsu.edu


 
program.  Participants can also attend to ask general questions.  Each webinar will have a designated 
topic and will begin at noon using Zoom.  The dates and topics are: 
 

●​ January 13: Benefits of Offering Advanced Placement Courses 
●​ February 10: Tips for Growing AP on Your Campuses 

 
Please contact charmaine.cureton@la.gov with questions. 
 
ACT: How to Create a College & Career Readiness Day Webinar 
Please share with administrators, counselors, and testing coordinators. 
 
ACT is offering a webinar on creating a College & Career Readiness Day at your school.  ACT plans to 
help schools design an inspiring event that energizes your school and unites your community around 
student success. Registration is currently open for the virtual event, which will be held on January 14 
at 11 a.m.  A recording will be available to registered participants. 
 
Please contact charmaine.cureton@la.gov with questions. 
 
ACAC Webinar:  Support High School Juniors in Making Informed College Decisions 
Please share with school counselors. 
 
ACT’s American College Application Campaign (ACAC) is a new initiative designed to guide high 
school juniors through the college match and fit process.  This initiative equips counselors with 
resources and activities that help students build balanced college lists, understand what “math and 
fit” really means, and prepare for senior applications. Registration is now open for this session that 
will take place on January 27 at 12 p.m.  
 
Please contact charmaine.cureton@la.gov with questions.  
 
Computer Science Implementation Regional Tour 
Please share with administrators, counselors, CTE supervisors, STEM coordinators, and system 
leaders. 
 
The LDOE is hosting a three-stop regional tour to support school system leaders in developing a 
comprehensive K-12 Computer Science implementation plan.  The sessions will guide participants 
through developing effective, system-level implementation strategies using state supports and key 
resources available in the Louisiana K-12 Computer Science Education Plan. Registration is required 
to attend the in-person sessions. 
 

●​ January 28: Tangipahoa 
●​ February 5: Baton Rouge 
●​ February 24: Bossier 

 
Please contact STEM@la.gov with questions. 
 
 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://collegeboard.zoom.us/j/94864072421?pwd=L1ad406NQHwLXEdbNRJCj9mP7J6Q7O.1__;!!CCC_mTA!8CtAfvEQdRu2uMGOHJsKnnCEuXWsWdqnacoyejmONuTEKdti-o42LI7NngENAd8CZ9Bsc3CN-pMjyxobOr_bXriVrgo$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://collegeboard.zoom.us/j/96347271075?pwd=4AMvHk2tx7xFFocUATKXF1LzECSQxd.1__;!!CCC_mTA!8CtAfvEQdRu2uMGOHJsKnnCEuXWsWdqnacoyejmONuTEKdti-o42LI7NngENAd8CZ9Bsc3CN-pMjyxobOr_bxP8sz2I$
mailto:charmaine.cureton@la.gov
https://site.act.org/act-ccrday-2026-webinar?utm_campaign=K12%20%7C%20FY24%20College%20and%20Career%20Readiness%20Day&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--ssou9b1_JncrEsBgqZyZ8p1AVKmaFgloXjsINiV1IcSRWRT_TheviVOnIrTIYgeNA9FLk6j44f_Cy081MG8RT0tsayg&_hsmi=390740688&utm_content=390740688&utm_source=hs_automation
mailto:charmaine.cureton@la.gov
https://site.act.org/acac-webinar-college-match-day?utm_campaign=15780270-K12%20%7C%20Webinar%20%7C%20ACAC%20Why%20Host%20a%20College%20Application%20Event%2008-21-25%20MR039819&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--nL3SVr7XRqNT5lCAUchjjuAg04jWoCol4un3R5Vw7BeGG0u3G24hBbDGNdbqjvcKYxrPsARtWxGxCDAmIf09TFbGJsA&_hsmi=391101292&utm_content=391101292&utm_source=hs_automation
mailto:charmaine.cureton@la.gov
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/teaching/k-12-computer-science-education-plan.pdf?sfvrsn=f82d6e18_2
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/computer-science-implementation-regional-tour-tickets-1968688413039?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/computer-science-implementation-regional-tour-tickets-1968690591555?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/computer-science-implementation-regional-tour-tickets-1968695781077?aff=oddtdtcreator
mailto:STEM@la.gov


 
2026 Fast Forward Training Catalog 
Please share with school counselors, teachers, and CTE supervisors. 
 
The Fast Forward Training Catalog provides a list of professional development and training 
opportunities available.  The catalog includes virtual, in-person, and hybrid training options for many 
Industry-Based Certifications (IBCs) on the State Focus List.  Please be sure to check out the 
professional development offerings as they are updated regularly.  
 
Please contact fastforward@la.gov with questions.  

Resources 
LEADS Counselor Handbook 
Please share with superintendents, human resource directors, school leaders, systems leaders, 
and counselors. 
 
The Louisiana Counselor Rubric and Evaluation Handbook is now available in the LEADS Library. This 
handbook provides examples to deepen understanding of the rubric indicators. Coaching questions 
and sample evidence are also included. Evaluators are encouraged to use this resource to assist with 
the counselor evaluation process.  
 
Please contact LEADS@la.gov with questions. 
 
Louisiana Education Loan Authority 
Please share with administrators and school counselors. 
 
The Louisiana Education Loan Authority (Lela) is Louisiana’s nonprofit resource for free FAFSA 
completion assistance, college access, and affordable financing. It is a division of the Louisiana 
Public Facilities Authority (LPFA)—a nonprofit public trust established to provide financing 
assistance and benefits to the people of Louisiana.  
 
The Lela team assists families with FAFSA-related questions through its FAFSA HELPline 
(844-463-2372) and scheduled virtual appointments. Lela also offers a $1,000 FAFSA Completion 
Scholarship and free resources to Louisiana high school counselors, students, and families, including 
a FAFSA Completion Guide, Parents’ Guide to Planning and Paying for College, and a College 
Planning Checklist at www.lela.org.  
 
Please contact info@lela.org with questions. 
 
Free ACT Practice Materials for Counselors 
Please share with administrators, counselors, and testing coordinators.  
 
ACT is offering free ACT practice materials for counselors. These materials will help counselors 
access the most useful materials. All materials can be shared with students to help with test prep, 
including practice tests and test guides.  

https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/career-and-college-readiness/2026-fast-forward-training-catalog.pdf?sfvrsn=46cf8a31_3
mailto:fastforward@la.gov
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/key-compass-resources/louisiana-counselor-evaluation-handbook.pdf?sfvrsn=174f7bd2_3
https://doe.louisiana.gov/school-system-leaders/school-system-support/louisiana-educator-advancement-and-development-system-(leads)
mailto:leads@la.gov
https://calendly.com/d/cpz2-hr6-34c/virtual-fafsa-session-fsa?month=2025-12
https://lela.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Lela_FAFSAGuide-2025_26-FINAL-small.pdf
http://www.lela.org
mailto:info@lela.org
https://counselorblog.act.org/blog/new-free-act-practice-materials-for-counselors?utm_campaign=K12%20%7C%20Counselor%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--FA4XWqmtj_4fQ74533T6jID1DiuQEPG8NLHDQkfz8BUzFi1mQflOfSk21HLrEsXkhhujo4zAoPZvssz_LA3V9z-TJJw&_hsmi=354570649&utm_content=354570649&utm_source=hs_email


 
 

Please contact charmaine.cureton@la.gov with questions. 
 
LOSFA Outreach Events 
Please share with administrators and counselors.  
 
The Louisiana Office of Student Financial Assistance provides several outreach events, seminars, and 
workshops for schools, institutions, and organizations.  These events can be delivered virtually and in 
person.  Access the Event Scheduling Guide for more information about LOSFA Events, or submit 
requests using the Event Request Form.   
 
Please contact losfa.scheduling@la.gov with questions.  
 

AP Resources for Counselors 
Please share with administrators, counselors, and testing coordinators.  
​
The College Board offers free counselor resources needed to support and advise students on their 
journey to college and career.  Resources include assistance with preparing specialized students, 
advising, reference guides, handouts, and counselor toolkits.   
 
Please contact charmaine.cureton@la.gov with questions. 
 
2025 ACT College and Career Readiness Workshops 
Please share with administrators and school counselors.  
 
Access is still available for the 2025 ACT College and Career Readiness Workshops on demand. The 
workshop series features expert-led sessions designed to help educators, counselors, and 
administrators prepare students for success.  Session topics include:   
 

●​ Enhancing Student Opportunities 
●​ PreACT for Success 
●​ ACT Instructional Mastery Courses 
●​ National ACT College and Career Readiness Workshop 

 
The ACT College and Career Readiness Workshops will return in 2026. Register to be notified when 
registration opens for the 2026 workshops.  
 
Please contact charmaine.cureton@la.gov with questions.  

Reminders 

Community Service Diploma Endorsement 
Please share with school system administrators and counselors. 
 
Students have the opportunity to earn 80 hours of community service during their high school years 
and earn the Community Service Diploma Endorsement.  Visit the Diploma Endorsement webpage for 
more information. 

mailto:charmaine.cureton@la.gov
https://jj45oo6ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KNf2DCMSkTxn88aOT6qwmEV5QESS7Txq1YxofVjNJDBCZaPvxBGHdSjjGqlQqrbWQ7N2aUwij2_2ciNMABFDO4KEmO5-byh-hdjRTpBNPiLSE8rm5_JdvTr-lpMJBhY2jH3Bei86xmZxI_8aNT2criJ3rwRb2XS1r6WDqxhHgegFSWWVxtrTEfbNPmBhMLkCfqjuXRqmfc7KCs5auEAGfwIo0Dhp6lll&c=4QdsDjZyJbtqwx2DVTxyBOvAjoSNjjI6GjLdB-TEEh23LVx4Er899g==&ch=8r2rjYruHlwV0wqS9jZpOdpVmLdFPDtXBt7nzFv9IBNmga05JfmZCg==
https://jj45oo6ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KNf2DCMSkTxn88aOT6qwmEV5QESS7Txq1YxofVjNJDBCZaPvxBGHdeVxDsq2QRo-XWNZ0xoK6mIG8m3b_qCpUjTLoHvfFn09DGeTmOF6DCuX7hEt4eJzNWchCkQvYYMP0IYCmq5tbDPeTpVTQsSN0NVoFu7xGBE9WQkimRoMd_U=&c=4QdsDjZyJbtqwx2DVTxyBOvAjoSNjjI6GjLdB-TEEh23LVx4Er899g==&ch=8r2rjYruHlwV0wqS9jZpOdpVmLdFPDtXBt7nzFv9IBNmga05JfmZCg==
mailto:losfa.scheduling@la.gov
https://counselors.collegeboard.org/counseling
https://counselors.collegeboard.org/media/pdf/Quick%20Reference%20Guide%202025-2026%20ADA_0.pdf
https://counselors.collegeboard.org/toolkits-for-counselors
mailto:charmaine.cureton@la.gov
https://site.act.org/act-college-and-career-readiness-workshops-2025?utm_campaign=12888207-K12%20%7C%20Event%20%7C%20FY26%20CCRW&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9erKFGRPDdfzfJgSO33oPt03MMlOlSTKmo_0lbWmUYwDKvQMIwLLuFy_cVbWeGI-7HmCOC2j6EEyhmFLmU0GnQzrd2CA&_hsmi=392383781&utm_content=392383781&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/act-events/college-and-career-readiness-workshops.html?utm_campaign=12888207-K12%20%7C%20Event%20%7C%20FY26%20CCRW&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_qPRlDdWWlRi6rDidKqDhdiy_eXmP_tj6KMZwUA9KZMfiECHg-IL8N4diubKR6fPEN6WPv-XS7ORmO-neCYrlqHHrKvg&_hsmi=392383781&utm_content=392383781&utm_source=hs_email
mailto:charmaine.cureton@la.gov
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/counselor-toolbox-resources/community-service-endorsement.pdf?sfvrsn=e9dc6718_1
https://doe.louisiana.gov/school-system-leaders/ccr/Community-Service-Diploma-Seal


 
 
Please contact jenny.moran2@la.gov with questions. 
 
America 250 Diploma Endorsement 
Please share with administrators and school counselors. 
  
America 250 is a national initiative created by Congress to commemorate the 250th anniversary of 
the founding of the United States in 2026. Each state, including Louisiana, has established its own 
commission to plan meaningful programs, recognitions, and events that honor America’s past and 
inspire its future. 
 
The America 250 seal will appear on the diplomas of Louisiana public high school graduates for the 
Class of 2026. The commemorative emblem honors both the nation’s founding and the importance of 
preparing students to be informed, engaged citizens. 
 
Please contact jenny.moran2@la.gov with questions.   
 
Civics Diploma Endorsement 
Please share with administrators and school counselors.  
 
The 2025–2026 school year marks the first time students are eligible to earn the Freedom 
Framework Diploma Endorsement, a new recognition for high school students who demonstrate 
excellence in civics education.  
 
The endorsement is awarded to students who score Mastery or above on the LEAP 2025 civics 
assessment. Recipients will receive an additional seal on their diplomas and wear a red, white, and 
blue honor cord during graduation ceremonies. 
 
Please contact amy.willis@la.gov with questions.   
 
2025-2026 Graduate Diploma and Seal Orders 
Please share with school counselors, principals, data coordinators, and personnel responsible for 
ordering diplomas and seals. 
 
Please use the Diploma and Seal Order Form to submit an order for 2025-2026 graduates. All 
diploma requests must be submitted through the electronic form by February 6, 2026. Only one form 
should be completed for each school system. The LDOE will cover the costs for the initial order and 
distribution. 
 
Please contact jenny.moran2@la.gov with questions. 
 
Discipline Reporting 
Please share with counselors, system leaders, and data managers. 
 

mailto:jenny.moran@la.gov
https://doe.louisiana.gov/about/newsroom/news-releases/release/2025/11/19/louisiana-to-recognize-class-of-2026-with-america-250-seal-on-high-school-diplomas
mailto:jenny.moran2@la.gov
https://doe.louisiana.gov/about/newsroom/news-releases/release/2025/04/09/louisiana-adopts-new-diploma-endorsement-to-recognize-excellence-in-civics-education
https://doe.louisiana.gov/about/newsroom/news-releases/release/2025/04/09/louisiana-adopts-new-diploma-endorsement-to-recognize-excellence-in-civics-education
mailto:amy.willis@la.gov
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf9rgnpG9uZOs47epgGeUKysTTeZEKPaQzGPBAAzX4E1DzcHg/viewform?usp=dialog
mailto:jenny.moran2@la.gov


 
Act 497 (2025) amended R.S. 17:416.BorC requires school systems to report expulsion data, including 
the number of occasions for committing offenses in sections B or C.  Therefore, student discipline 
data should be accurate and current in the local SIS and should be reported to LDOE daily. Data 
managers are encouraged to automate the SIS to upload student data daily. The LDOE will monitor 
discipline submissions and contact school systems that are not submitting on a regular schedule.    
 

Please contact terran.perry@la.gov with questions.  
 
Intuit Food Truck Program for Career & Technical Education (CTE) 
Please share with system leaders, counselors, ProStart teachers, and CTE supervisors. 
 
The Intuit Food Truck Program is a free work-based program for CTE high school students.  The 
program provides hands-on training in running a business. Selected districts will receive a 
state-of-the-art food truck, along with supporting grants, curriculum, and free access to Intuit 
products, to prepare students for the real world with vital financial, technical, and entrepreneurial 
skills. Applications are accepted year-round and should be completed by the CTE Director or a 
District Leader. 
 
Please contact fastforward@la.gov with questions.  
 
Financial Aid Planning 
Please share with school system counselors and personnel who assist students with financial aid 
planning for postsecondary opportunities. 
 
The 2026-2027 Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) is now open to help students fund 
postsecondary education. 
 
Students should complete the FAFSA  if applying for the federal Pell Grant, federal student loans, 
the Louisiana GO Grant, and TOPS.  
 
The TOPS application is on the LOSFA website if applying for TOPS only. 
 
Please contact ldefinancialaid@la.gov with questions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://legis.la.gov/Legis/BillInfo.aspx?i=248378
https://legis.la.gov/Legis/Law.aspx?d=81024
mailto:terran.perry@la.gov
https://www.intuit.com/company/corporate-responsibility/prosperity-hub/school-districts/#foodtruck
https://www.intuit.com/company/corporate-responsibility/prosperity-hub/school-districts/food-truck-application/#howto
mailto:fastforward@la.gov
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
mailto:ldefinancialaid@la.gov


 

Ask CoCo 
Q & A With COunselor COnnect! 
Q:  What are the Career Exploration policy requirements for middle school students?   
 
A:  Louisiana law (R.S. 17: 2925) requires schools to provide career awareness and exploration 
activities to all students in grades six through eight that create connections between what  
a student does in school, and what the student wants to achieve in the future. Such activities  
can include:   

●​ Career interest inventories  
●​ Job shadowing and job mentoring  
●​ Career Immersion Days  

 
Schools should also hold informational meetings for the parents and legal guardians of students 
enrolled in eighth through twelfth grade to provide information regarding graduation requirements 
and curriculum choices. The meeting shall be held in conjunction with the scheduling of courses for 
the next academic year. 

 

Scholarship/Funding Opportunities​
 

Scholarship awards can range significantly, from modest amounts, such as $50-$500, from local 
organizations to substantial sums, including full tuition, from larger institutions.  Smaller 
scholarships, despite their lesser amounts, can be a great way to secure funding and often have 
fewer applicants. 
 
 
The Southeastern Honors Scholarship (Deadline:  January 15, 2026) 
 
Brent P. Poor Memorial Scholarship (Deadline:  January 31, 2026)  
 
Louisiana Solid Waste Association Scholarship (Deadline:  February 1, 2026) 
 
Southern Foundation:   Clyde and Carrie W. McHenry Endowed Scholarship (Deadline:  Varies) 
 
Southern Foundation:  City National Bank Endowed Scholarship (Deadline:  Varies) 
 
Southern Foundation:  Dow Alumni Scholarship Fund (Deadline:  Varies) 
 
SkillsUSA Member Scholarships (Deadline: Varies) 
 
Teacher Education Assistance for College and Higher Education (TEACH) Grant (Deadline:  Varies) 
 

https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=670866
https://www.southeastern.edu/admin/fin_aid/scholarships/freshman-sch/
https://www.scholarships.com/scholarships/brent-p-poor-memorial-scholarship
https://www.lswa.us/scholarships
https://foundation.sus.edu/scholarship-form/
https://foundation.sus.edu/scholarship-form/
https://foundation.sus.edu/scholarship-form/
https://www.skillsusa.org/recognition/scholarships-and-grants/#h-2
https://studentaid.gov/understand-aid/types/grants/teach


 
BigFuture Scholarships (Deadline:  Monthly drawing) 
 
1st Financial Bank USA Financial Goals Scholarship (Deadline:  Monthly Drawing)  
 
LELA: $1,000 FAFSA Completion Scholarship Drawing (Deadline: Varies) 
 
LELA: $1,000 Choose Louisiana Scholarship Drawing (Deadline: Varies) 
 
 
Connect With Our Office 
 
Office of Career and College Readiness Contact Information 
 

highschoolacademics@la.gov  General questions about the office and about graduation requirements 

ldefinancialaid@la.gov  Questions related to the financial aid policy or for assistance with FAFSA 
completion 

coursechoice@la.gov  Questions related to Course Choice/Supplemental Course Allocation 

fastforward@la.gov Questions related to Fast Forward and Jump Start 

healthyschools@la.gov Questions related to healthy schools, healthy communities, and the whole 
child  

ppp@la.gov   Questions related to pupil progression 

transcripts@la.gov  Questions about duplicate high school transcripts for graduates 

 
 

Monthly Calls 
 

Office of Career and College Readiness  January 15 @ 3 p.m.  

Safe and Healthy Schools  January 22 @ 2 p.m.  

Alternative Education  February 12 @ 10 a.m.  

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-for-college/bigfuture-scholarships
https://students.1fbusa.com/real-goals?lrx=askijr1644335888&utm_term=scholarship&utm_campaign=Scholarship&utm_source=adwords&utm_medium=ppc&hsa_acc=8227340495&hsa_cam=16156725356&hsa_grp=130998804937&hsa_ad=581166371921&hsa_src=g&hsa_tgt=kwd-10513051&hsa_kw=scholarship&hsa_mt=b&hsa_net=adwords&hsa_ver=3&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=16156725356&gbraid=0AAAAACNuHoeFDslI7SGRSD-6qBNZmSl67&gclid=CjwKCAiAuIDJBhBoEiwAxhgyFmUvATwtKeGEPgNybKCue-WQd_WyzI8QkSXyz5I7EUA9u6XzgLHYehoCEVEQAvD_BwE#details
https://lela.org/completed_fafsa/
https://lela.org/register/
mailto:highschoolacademics@la.gov
mailto:ldefinancialaid@la.gov
mailto:coursechoice@la.gov
mailto:fastforward@la.gov
mailto:ppp@la.gov
mailto:transcripts@la.gov
https://5cqkjthbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001H1zwmkX7bGk7yQEzIiO2mqnn2EYTb9BI4YjED3CGdTowYrjbaTFtXNmoYwkYYJnT8yFxoT2VKhsO7Iv6x23kaXPFj_uESGsKhAJZUnbs7IUjS4ba6WJ1Wya-_6xYFHiO02d82CDmf3ORzUWEJxak5e408B4tw_ZE39uo2wHm0YgJ4x94b3zx5CHgHBudRG23C6DDN2wV0YgG2npH6zYOqcFbiP6rLdIM&c=9jKByWTfW6h_2Dm67YwayvhNj7MGZSfiH5TTXlb_VPNPu4Oyoy15mQ==&ch=OMQKmngppQw8T9lW7E-hdcTqnOWSaztAHEk_Sz9ZEYtiP3znt0Q1Hw==
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/96110034221?pwd=bm6czb1lBkeS8hzBXVWmWnRIdjrf2Q.1
https://5cqkjthbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001H1zwmkX7bGk7yQEzIiO2mqnn2EYTb9BI4YjED3CGdTowYrjbaTFtXP9WhO_71W1tTiq4FLiFjR-4qL9Vt26vKedqFeskRS7WqFaIvuOY1FCR5Y03Hk8WHRSt15x4u8karQbNL3lMzN13m2AO_vplW4IwgjHKtMhWDOdj03GDP6yKlswvYLnFG5dSTUPRl8XxpdKXylJLWzAHBTfN1Km66PQZ2B7To-n3&c=9jKByWTfW6h_2Dm67YwayvhNj7MGZSfiH5TTXlb_VPNPu4Oyoy15mQ==&ch=OMQKmngppQw8T9lW7E-hdcTqnOWSaztAHEk_Sz9ZEYtiP3znt0Q1Hw==


 
 
Do you or a colleague need to sign up for the Counselor Connect newsletter? Please 
subscribe via the following link. 
 
 
 

https://louisianabelieves.com/newsroom/newsletters
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/newsroom/newsletters
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