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Message from the State Superintendent
Louisiana Teachers,

Educators in the Let Teachers Teach workgroup made it clear: the art of teaching is critically important. In response,
new policies are removing outdated rules and scripted lessons so effective teachers have more professional
autonomy.

What’s changed for you:

e Planning flexibility: State policy now requires that teachers rated Proficient or higher (or Effective:
Proficient on Compass) on the previous year evaluation must be provided professional autonomy regarding
the selection and utilization of instructional strategies in alignment with state content standards.

e Freedom from scripts: Proficient teachers are no longer required to read directly from scripted lessons
unless the content is designed for explicit, direct instruction.

e Respect for time: Systems are encouraged to make collaboration meetings purposeful and protect prep time
at the start of the school year. State policy now requires school systems to conduct an annual needs
assessment to ensure professional learning is effective and relevant.

Louisiana understands that teachers are the driving force behind our historic academic progress. We also know that
school and system leaders work every day to create the conditions where teachers can teach and students can learn.
Together, these updates help strengthen that partnership and position us to keep moving Louisiana forward.

Dr. Cade Brumley
State Superintendent of Education

Important Dates for School Systems

Office Hours and Monthly Calls

Local Authorizer Monthly Call: September 10 at 11 a.m.

Charter School Monthly Call: September 11 at 9 a.m.

Ed Tech Monthly Call: September 11 at 9 a.m.

Alternative Education Monthly call: September 11 at 10 a.m.

Data Coordinator Webinar: September 11 at 1 p.m.

Certification Monthly Call: September 15 at 10:30 a.m.

Assessment and Accountability Monthly Call: September 16 at 3 p.m.
Numeracy Training Office Hours: September 17 at 8 a.m.

Nonpublic Monthly Call: September 17 at 2 p.m.
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https://doe.louisiana.gov/educators/let-teachers-teach
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/92929487417?pwd=ZUlRTVc2Q1MyNGp2a2pabTdaSk9vQT09
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/98262911767?pwd=WHc3ODNqcHU1amc5cnhGUk91aEVhZz09#success
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/575223228?pwd=NDNlN01SS3c0Rk4wV25aNkZhTEc2Zz09
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/95849171321?pwd=iPeYLPHvraclQMRgM7nPyd0ewMrnvT.1
https://ldoe.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJMrdOCvpzkj7TShXjUhQC0heWIEcS4gng
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/97134414095?pwd=coSLIv273XRVQPJfqJRlgSrgpAGjG8.1
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/94988586947
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/6158352036?pwd=nzF8kkDrt5JYpBoQEpAYVbX8RENPyD.1
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/95631821821?pwd=ZVzaPmAI8wAlYJrFw2oxss8caZxbrC.1

School Systems Financial Services Monthly Call: September 17 at 2 p.m.
Attendance Office Hours: September 18 at 8:30 a.m.

FSGR Monthly Call: September 18 at 10 a.m.

LES Refresher Webinar: September 18 at 1 p.m.

Career and College Readiness Monthly Call: September 18 at 3 p.m.
Preparation Provider Monthly Call: September 24 at 10 a.m.

Pre-Educator Pathway Quarterly Support Call: September 25 at 10:30 a.m.
Teaching and Learning Monthly Call: September 25 at 1 p.m.

Safe and Healthy Schools Monthly Call: September 25 at 2 p.m.
Attendance Monthly Call: October 2 at 8 a.m.

System Leaders Monthly Call: October 3 at 9 a.m.

Nutrition Support Monthly Call: October 7 at 1 p.m.

Federal Support and Grantee Relations (FSGR) Monthly Call: October 16 at 10 a.m.

Upcoming Events and Deadlines

e School Support, Health Provider, and Physical Activity Award Program Nominations Due: September 12
Deadline to Submit Teacher Exit Survey: September 12

Teacher/Principal of the Year, New Teacher of the Year, and Early Childhood Teacher/Leader of the Year
Nominations Due: September 30

Students of the Year School System Information and Participation Level Survey: September 30
Deadline to Submit Annual Financial Report (AFR): September 30

Deadline to Submit General Fund Budget: September 30

Deadline to Submit DSS application in eGMS: October 1

Elementary School Counselor Survey Submission Deadline: October 1

In-Person Super App Launch at LAFEPA: October 30

Virtual Super App Launch: November 6 at 10 a.m.

Teaching and Learning

Academic Content
ELA Guidebooks Unit Updates

Please share with content supervisors, literacy coaches, and school leaders.

Beginning in the 2026-2027 school year, the LDOE will implement revisions in select units of the ELA Guidebooks
curriculum. Overview of unit updates:

e Unit text revisions:
o Grade 8: The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind: Updated to use the Young Reader’s version of the text
e Unit Readers:
o Future communications will include more information about changes to Unit Readers
e Unit no longer available:
o Grade 11: Friday Night Lights
e Units moving grade levels:
o Diary: Moving from grade 8 to grade 9
o A Lesson Before Dying: Moving from grade 9 to grade 10
o The Joy Luck Club: Moving from grade 9 to grade 10
e Additional unit development:
o Development of additional units for grades 8, 9, and 11 is underway. Future communications will
include further details.

Local school systems should determine the grade-level implementation of each unit.

Please contact elaguidebooks@la.gov with questions.


https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/98816770333
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/91391211533?pwd=evcSbAW4hfD8jjZjGBcs8knHYcQVX9.1
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/95258128918?pwd=c3FQVy92bVAwNnJkVkhJRmJHOXM0Zz09#success
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/92792072952?pwd=VuYVviR9sdbgCe4svmwb5fmSHbZPVf.1
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/91884377219?pwd=qnRbL2tgFvvgBbq7jerC4C8zEgmBNJ.1
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/92623197552?pwd=AYoMqjVyfYDYokaCbcfmk8gIcxLntE.1
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/96480214276?pwd=ZzfpuA8GPHiFs6dDSKb13VavovnuXs.1
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/93169616666?pwd=8uHM3RcBMlE64dTNx2BSGdxLTT9JSL.1
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/96110034221?
https://ldoe.zoom.us/meeting/tJUqceyorTgiG9J8FqagJ4Kk7N4y_4PcG2OW/ics?icsToken=DIJ10OMn34it9AeCKQAALAAAABSP8TpuhBybWkqnqigLYzR3It0eafmYY0Joxljpk2sSyPQbYEUY7I3hyYbudXWqCywsN5EwYPq6lgj3kTAwMDAwMQ&meetingMasterEventId=u66ASjjlSgWVn3nDzwV7rQ
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/97414303532?pwd=a8GejFUs1MJmUcbmHsilz92zH8ge6c.1#success
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/95359997062?pwd=xK2dfkTNZ4KBouw9HCqEgMaqhTNloA.1
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/95258128918?pwd=c3FQVy92bVAwNnJkVkhJRmJHOXM0Zz09#success
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1rIDLxvkl4yIUIZJVMvNZJLbw7JM0g3JaHudyaSp9oA8/edit?ts=686c2030
https://forms.gle/unTcR1GP9BDWFzU97
https://forms.gle/QohNKTMmmAApZ8MR7
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://ldoeforms.jotform.com/252015834722856__;!!CCC_mTA!5HDW6LL6bYCzv5wpxzsz45XEdKswHGrh7aIqH3A4IwcnJRqNxbFgicXT6dNR8XJbbN5YCBAbvNKdDDYAnqSRww$
https://lasafap.net/
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/93057385693?pwd=bkOI97bdRQDcMCoAvnwp8vfYL8owfX.1
https://doe.louisiana.gov/educators/instructional-support/ela-guidebooks
mailto:elaguidebooks@la.gov

Instructional Support: Instructional Materials Reviews
Please share with content supervisors, literacy coaches, and school leaders.

The LDOE conducts ongoing reviews of instructional materials to support school systems in adopting curriculain all
core subjects. Newly rated Tier 1 materials are listed below. All tiered reviews can be found on the annotated reviews
web page. The status of all instructional materials submissions can be found in the weekly report.

e Curriculum Associates. LLC - Phonics for Reading, ELA Intensive Intervention Grades 3-8 (©2025)
Please contact louisianacurriculumreview@la.gov with questions.

Diverse Learners
2026 English Learner Institute Registration Now Open

Please share with English learner coordinators/directors, federal program directors, and lead EL teachers.

The English Learner Institute for EL Directors and Coordinators will provide essential information and updates
regarding English Learners. Registration information is now available for the following dates:

e January 26

e March16
e Mayi13

All meetings will be held at the Claiborne Building in Baton Rouge.
Please contact alexandra.chenevert@la.gov with questions.

New Resources for English Learners
Please share with EL directors/coordinators, federal program directors, instructional coaches, and teachers.

The LDOE is pleased to share five new resources to strengthen programming and instruction for English Learners.
These resources provide both system-level guidance and practical tools for classroom instruction:

Improving Outcomes for English Learners: Louisiana's Framework
Strategies for English Learners: A Guide for Novice Teachers
Manual for Special Education Referral of English Learners
Secondary English Learner Toolkit

Supporting English Learners Through the Writing Process

Please contact alexandra.chenevert@la.gov with questions.

Educator Talent and Workforce Development

The New Teacher Experience Professional Learning Modules: Registration is now OPEN
Please share with new teachers, school leaders, and school system leaders.

The LDOE, in partnership with A+PEL, has developed monthly professional learning modules on topics that are
critical for new teacher success. These modules include online asynchronous content followed by an in-person
learning lab where participants practice and apply these concepts.

Registration is now open, and complimentary seats are available. Teachers must receive approval to attend from
their school leader. Once teachers complete the registration, participants will receive details on selected training
locations and an invitation to access the online asynchronous modules.

Please contact laurie.carlton@la.gov with questions.



https://doe.louisiana.gov/school-system-leaders/instructional-materials-reviews/curricular-resources-annotated-reviews
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/curricular-resources/online-instructional-materials-reviews.pdf?sfvrsn=a26b841f_654
mailto:louisianacurriculumreview@la.gov
https://forms.gle/4Y9vjAq7tf6uXP4y8
https://forms.gle/6Ds3UpNjtgDiSXpL6
https://forms.gle/xAPvDDWmhSXib2xh8
mailto:alexandra.chenevert@la.gov
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/english-learners/el-framework---final.pdf?sfvrsn=385b7530_3
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/english-learners/strategies-for-english-learners-(els)-a-guide-for-novice-teachers.pdf?sfvrsn=167cf008_3
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/english-learners/manual-for-sped-referral-of-english-learners-(els).pdf?sfvrsn=d0ef82a2_3
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/english-learners/secondary-english-learner-toolkit.pdf?sfvrsn=1add6a88_3
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/english-learners/supporting-english-learners-through-the-writing-process.pdf?sfvrsn=9cdb109d_3
mailto:alexandra.chenevert@la.gov
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/links-for-newsletters/nte_-modules-one-pager-2025.pdf?sfvrsn=d78d60e1_1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfvuW3Q5y05jz-PAUotwf8sKIB70D3dySPGvSgcPYp_siAl5A/viewform
mailto:laurie.carlton@la.gov

Quarter 1 Pre-Educator Pathway System Lead Support Webinar

Please share with system leaders.

The Pre-Educator Pathway System Lead Support Webinars are virtual opportunities offered quarterly for
Pre-Educator Pathway/Grow Your Own System Leads to share best practices related to developing and expanding
access to the Pre-Educator Pathway. All school systems are encouraged to attend regardless of current pathway

status.
e Webinar Date and Time: September 25 at 10:30 a.m.
e Webinar Link: https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/96480214276?pwd=7zfpuA8GPHiFs6dDSKb13VavovnuXs.1
e Meeting ID: 96480214276
e Phone: 470 250 9358

Please contact believeandprepare@la.gov with any questions.

Pre-Educator Pathway Site Visit
Please share with school and system leaders.

System leaders, teacher leaders, and postsecondary teacher preparation partners are invited to attend site visits for
a day of learning and community building. During site visits, participants will have an opportunity to observe Grow
Your Own work that is being done in another school system and strategize to improve Grow Your Own efforts in their
system. Please complete the registration form to attend the visit in Ascension Parish on October 20.

Please contact believeandprepare@la.gov with questions

Louisiana Educator Certification (LEC) Trainin

Please share with human resource directors, school leaders, superintendents, and systems leaders.

To support systems in preparing for the transition to LEC, training materials are available on www.teachlouisiana.net
and within TeachLALivel. These resources include user guides and video recordings designed to assist with
navigating the LEC platform. Materials are available for each user role, including applicants, public and non-public
schools, preparation providers, and early childhood centers.

Please visit the Teacher Certification Help Portal to assist with any questions.

LEADS Resources
Please share with human resource directors, school leaders, superintendents, and systems leaders.

Handbooks, forms, and guides are available in the LEADS Library to support LEADS implementation. The Other
Personnel Guidance has been updated to include additional information for evaluating librarians. System and school
leaders may utilize the following resources for planning and implementation:

Evaluation Implementation Guidance for System Leaders

Evaluation Implementation Guidance for School L eaders

LA Leader and Counselor Evaluation Process: Sequence and Timeline
LA Educator Evaluation Process: Sequence and Timeline

Sample Observation Schedule A

Sample Observation Schedule B

Training materials are also available in the Professional Learning Platform: LEADS Public Collections to support
teachers, leaders, and counselors.

Please contact leads@la.gov with questions.


https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/96480214276?pwd=ZzfpuA8GPHiFs6dDSKb13VavovnuXs.1
mailto:believeandprepare@la.gov
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScJKxQLCKfMwazuQrB0v6x7iJ9XTufKgKEgZ3gfES-tJXnsZg/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:believeandprepare@la.gov
http://www.teachlouisiana.net
https://ldoe.my.site.com/s/
https://teachercerthelp.doe.louisiana.gov/hc/en-us
https://doe.louisiana.gov/school-system-leaders/school-system-support/louisiana-educator-advancement-and-development-system-(leads)
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/key-compass-resources/ler-other-personnel-guidance.pdf?sfvrsn=58106e18_5
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/key-compass-resources/ler-other-personnel-guidance.pdf?sfvrsn=58106e18_5
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/key-compass-resources/evaluation-implementation-guidance-for-system-leaders.pdf?sfvrsn=83039490_4
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/key-compass-resources/evaluation-implementation-guidance-for-school-leaders.pdf?sfvrsn=eabd1070_4
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/key-compass-resources/la-leader-and-counselor-evaluation-process_-sequence-and-timeline-docx.pdf?sfvrsn=44040fe9_14
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/key-compass-resources/la-educator-evaluation-process-sequence-and-timeline.pdf?sfvrsn=d7edc0c0_7
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/key-compass-resources/sample-observation-schedule-a.xlsx?sfvrsn=c1a3a285_8
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/key-compass-resources/sample-observation-schedule-b.pdf?sfvrsn=f6666406_8
https://ldoe.canopyed.com/collection/louisiana-educator-advancement-and-development-systems--leads-
mailto:leads@la.gov

LEADS Annual Evaluator Certification Assessment
Please share with human resource directors, school leaders, superintendents, and systems leaders.

All LEADS evaluators and designated observers must pass an annual assessment in the LDOE Professional Learning
Platform before observing. Evaluators and observers of teachers are required to take the Louisiana Educator
Evaluation Assessment, and evaluators of leaders and counselors are required to take the Louisiana
Leader/Counselor Evaluation Assessment. The assessment must be passed annually to remain in “good standing”.

Those who do not pass the annual assessment will be required to attend training again before evaluating or
observing. System or school leaders may monitor the completion of the assessment by obtaining Admin Permissions.

The following guides may assist in monitoring completion:

School-Based Leader - Learner progress in a course
District-Based Leader - | earner progress in a course

District Leader - Viewing learners by school
Why is a learner missing from my reports?

Please contact LEADS@la.gov with questions.

LEADS Observation Requirements
Please share with data managers, human resource directors, school leaders, and system leaders.

LEADS provides for a differentiated approach to educator observation to allow more support for new teachers and
those most in need. Bulletin 130 outlines the following requirements:

e Within the first three years of teaching, three observations are required per year, one of which must be
announced.
o Best practice is to conduct the announced observation first for new teachers to begin coaching
during the pre-conference, followed by two unannounced observations.
o The first observation for new teachers should be conducted early in the year (preferably within the
first 45 days of the school year or of hire) to allow coaching and support to begin.

e For teachers with three years of experience and beyond, one unannounced observation is conducted.
o |If the unannounced observation score for an experienced teacher is below 3.5, an announced
observation is conducted.
o |f the average of the first two observations is less than 2.5, then an additional unannounced
observation is conducted.

Please contact LEADS@la.gov with questions.
Governmental, Administrative, Public Affairs, and Operations

2025-2026 Title |, Part A - Annual Comparability Reports

Please share with federal program directors and superintendents.

The LDOE will release the 2025-2026 SY Title | Comparability Report section in eGMS on September 15.

Title | Comparability requires school systems to demonstrate that services provided with state and local funds are
comparable between both Title | schools and non-Title | schools, or are substantially comparable for school systems
with all Title | schools. School systems with one school per grade span and single-site school systems (i.e., Type 2, 3,
3B, and 5 charters) are exempt from this submission.

School systems should use October 2024 staffing and salary data to complete this report. Please access
Comparability Instructions for further details on how to complete the report. School systems may also use the
Comparability Workbook in order to do some preliminary testing. The completed report should be submitted via
eGMS by December 19.



https://canopyed-assist.freshdesk.com/support/solutions/articles/153000181251-permissions-guidance
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/canopyed-assist.freshdesk.com/en/support/solutions/articles/153000194313-school-based-leader-report-learner-progress-for-a-course__;!!CCC_mTA!8uYxLRvEnPfwP9P79PoH_uKnwLKHqqXUp9uEGW7G5rIa_sJCxwz39Grp3EqohzPdyi9MoMJPlXwwLyo$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/canopyed-support.freshdesk.com/a/solutions/articles/153000194312?portalId=153000041840__;!!CCC_mTA!8uYxLRvEnPfwP9P79PoH_uKnwLKHqqXUp9uEGW7G5rIa_sJCxwz39Grp3EqohzPdyi9MoMJPF_Za05w$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/canopyed-assist.freshdesk.com/en/support/solutions/articles/153000205384-district-leader-report-viewing-learners-by-school__;!!CCC_mTA!8uYxLRvEnPfwP9P79PoH_uKnwLKHqqXUp9uEGW7G5rIa_sJCxwz39Grp3EqohzPdyi9MoMJPc2UEAOA$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/canopyed-assist.freshdesk.com/en/support/solutions/articles/153000220760-why-is-a-learner-missing-from-my-reports-__;!!CCC_mTA!8uYxLRvEnPfwP9P79PoH_uKnwLKHqqXUp9uEGW7G5rIa_sJCxwz39Grp3EqohzPdyi9MoMJPBWoZzAc$
mailto:LEADS@la.gov
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/key-compass-resources/formal-observation-cycle-of-support-flowchart.pdf?sfvrsn=33499787_6
https://www.doa.la.gov/media/arnl1o0r/28v147.doc
mailto:LEADS@la.gov
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/statewide-monitoring/2025-2026-comparability-instructions.pdf
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/statewide-monitoring/comparability-workbook-draft--2025-26.xlsx

For assistance with completing this report, access the Comparability FAQ document or contact
DOE-program.monitoring@la.gov.

Please contact DOE-program.monitoring@la.gov with questions.

School Choice

Nonpublic Schools
2026-2027 BESE and Brumfield v Dodd Approval Application

Please share with nonpublic school leaders.

Nonpublic Schools Seeking State Approval must be approved annually by BESE. To become eligible for state and
federal funding, schools must be approved by BESE and also comply with Brumfield v. Dodd, a federal court order
that prohibits discrimination.

The 2026-2027 BESE Approval Application is now available through October 15. The 2026-2027 Brumfield v. Dodd
application is accessible within the BESE application.

Please contact nonpublicschools@la.gov with questions.

2026-2027 Notice of Intent for School Choice Program for Certain Students with

Exceptionalities
Please share with data managers and school leaders.

The 2026-2027 Notice of Intent (NOI) for the School Choice Program for Students with Exceptionalities will be
available soon. On October 1, the link to the form will be sent via email and posted on the scholarship website.
All participating schools must complete the form to request new scholarship seats for the upcoming year, if
applicable. An NOI must be submitted for each school, even if no new seats are being requested.

Please contact studentscholarships@la.gov with questions.

School System Relations

QOutstanding School Support Employee of the Year, School Health Service Provider of the Year,

and the School Physical Activity Award- Application Process Opening Soon
Please share with educators, school leaders, and school system leaders.

The Outstanding School Support Employee of the Year, School Health Service Provider of the Year, and the School
Physical Activity Award application process for the 2025-2026 school year will open on September 16. Application
materials and timelines will be available in the Library on the Awards page at that time.

All school systems are encouraged to select candidates as their local-level honorees and submit these selections to
the state process. School systems without a formal selection process in place may elect to send their candidates
directly to the state-level process.

State-level applications must be submitted via online application portals by December 9.
The LDOE will host two informational calls to share details regarding this year’s processes:

Webinar Date and Time: September 16 at 9:30 a.m.
Webinar Link: https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/97434846098
Webinar Phone Number: 1312 626 6799

Meeting ID: 974 3484 6098

Webinar Date and Time: September 17 at 11:30 a.m.
Webinar Link: https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/92700350352
Webinar Phone Number: 1312 626 6799

Meeting ID: 927 0035 0352

Please contact excellenteducators@la.gov or healthyschools@la.gov with questions.



https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/statewide-monitoring/comparability-faq---final.pdf
mailto:DOE-program.monitoring@la.gov
mailto:DOE-program.monitoring@la.gov
https://ldoeforms.jotform.com/250914553438864
mailto:nonpublicschools@la.gov
mailto:studentscholarships@la.gov
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/awards
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/academics/award-programs
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/97434846098
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/92700350352
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