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Message from the State Deputy Superintendent 
 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
As we approach LEAP testing, we are asking students to “show what they know.” Their performance will help answer 
an equally important question for educators and leaders: Have we focused our time, resources, and efforts on the 
right things? 
 
But we do not have to wait for those results to begin reflecting. The evidence is already in front of us through what 
we see in classrooms and what current student data tells us. That evidence can help us better understand what is 
yielding a strong academic return and where adjustments may be needed. Now is the time to use those insights to 
finish this year strong and plan well for summer and the next school year. 
 
As you reflect, keep these three areas in mind: 
 

●​ Focus on Coherence: Are students experiencing clear, consistent expectations across classrooms? Are core 
instruction and HQIM implementation evident throughout the school day? Are your efforts aligned, or are 
they competing for time and attention? 

●​ Audit Your Systems: Now is a great time to self-reflect, even audit, our own systems. What materials are we 
using? What additional programs are accessible to students? What assessments are we administering and 
how are we using that data? 

●​ Audit Your Time and Priorities: How are district and school leaders spending their time and attention? Do 
school schedules provide enough time for strong core instruction? Are you protecting time for teaching, 
learning, and meaningful collaboration? 

 
The insights you gain now should shape how you finish this year and prepare for the next. Let’s use this moment to 
reflect with clarity, act with purpose, and strengthen outcomes for students. 
 
 
Dr. Jenna Chiasson 
State Deputy Superintendent of Education 
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https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/academics/instructional-coherhence-(1).pdf
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/academics/instructional-coherence_self-assessment-(1).pdf


 
 

 
Important Dates for School Systems 
 
Office Hours and Monthly Calls 
 

●​ Attendance Monthly Call: April 2 at 8 a.m. 
●​ Nutrition Support Monthly Call: April 7 at 1 p.m. 
●​ Local Authorizer Monthly Call: April 8 at 11 a.m. 
●​ BESE Authorized Monthly Call: April 9 at 9 a.m. 
●​ Alternative Education Monthly Call: April 9 at 10 a.m. 
●​ Assessment and Accountability Office Hours: April 14 at 3 p.m. 
●​ Attendance Office Hours: April 16 at 8:30 a.m. 
●​ Computer Science Office Hours: April 16 at 10 a.m.  
●​ Federal Support and Grantee Relations Monthly Call: April 16 at 10 a.m. 
●​ Career and College Readiness Monthly Call: April 16 at 3 p.m. 
●​ Certification Monthly Call: April 20 at 10:30 a.m. 
●​ Teaching and Learning Monthly Call: April 22 at 1 p.m.  
●​ School Systems Financial Services Monthly Call: April 22 at 2 p.m..  
●​ Safe and Healthy Schools Monthly Call: April 23 at 2 p.m. 
●​ Preparation Provider Monthly Call: April 29 at 10 a.m.  
●​ Spring 2026 Mentor and Resident Funding Call: April 30 at 1 p.m. 

 
Upcoming Events and Deadlines 
 

●​ Non-Congregate Feeding Site Requests Due: April 13  
●​ Aspiring Principal Fellowship Applications Due: April 15 
●​ Public Comment for 2026 K-12 Louisiana Student Standards for P.E. Due: April 15 at 4 p.m. 
●​ Principal Survey Deadline: April 22 
●​ Science Leader Community of Practice Webinar: April 22 at 9 a.m.  
●​ Science Grades 6-8 Implementation Guidance Update Webinar Option 1: May 6 at 9:30 a.m.  
●​ Science Grades 6-8 Implementation Guidance Update Webinar Option 2: May 8 at 8:30 a.m.   
●​ Science Grades 6-8 Implementation Guidance Update Webinar Option 3: May 13 at 1:30 p.m. 
●​ Summer Feeding Applications Due: May 18 
●​ School Resource Officer Annual report Survey: May 29 
●​ Recruitment and Retention Fellowship Applications Due: June 26 

 
View our School System Support Calendar for the full schedule. 
 
 

Teaching and Learning 
 
Educator Talent and Workforce Development 
End-of-Year Mentor and Resident Funding: Overview Call 
Please share with data managers, finance managers, human resource managers, and system leaders. 
 
Data collection for spring mentor compensation will take place during the 2025-2026 academic year. Please plan to 
attend this webinar for updated requirements for coding and reporting.    
 
The spring 2026 Mentor and Resident Funding Call will also review the funding eligibility and process. 
 

●​ Webinar Date/Time: April 30 at 1 p.m. 
●​ Webinar Link: https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/98394424582 
●​ Meeting ID: 983 9442 4582 
●​ Phone: 470-381-2552 

  
Please contact believeandprepare@la.gov with any questions. 
 

https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/91765033816?pwd=i6mVOztBA6bNhbILkIBbWH1SUS44vZ.1
https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/8e438a0a-a547-47df-b305-2ef16047d262@89b0b16b-677c-4e6f-a254-61311d5b4a86
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/92929487417?pwd=ZUlRTVc2Q1MyNGp2a2pabTdaSk9vQT09
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/98262911767?pwd=WHc3ODNqcHU1amc5cnhGUk91aEVhZz09#success
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/95849171321?pwd=iPeYLPHvraclQMRgM7nPyd0ewMrnvT.1
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/94988586947
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/91391211533?pwd=evcSbAW4hfD8jjZjGBcs8knHYcQVX9.1
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/95001979102?pwd=MdiEa0Jk4nCN7FnZR7xiD3KIkCij9i.1
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/95258128918?pwd=c3FQVy92bVAwNnJkVkhJRmJHOXM0Zz09
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/91884377219?pwd=qnRbL2tgFvvgBbq7jerC4C8zEgmBNJ.1
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/97134414095?pwd=coSLIv273XRVQPJfqJRlgSrgpAGjG8.1
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/93169616666?pwd=8uHM3RcBMlE64dTNx2BSGdxLTT9JSL.1
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/97206602431
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/93169616666?pwd=8uHM3RcBMlE64dTNx2BSGdxLTT9JSL.1
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/96110034221?
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F5cqkjthbb.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001EJhXKtdeqXAVS7B3DkhMM0MlmJCipNZ_vks1hWSiorJrpdQML52pxuhRHA1VQkBwtQ0unDovhhq3m1yPvDYza5msRWfHzmyZl19vfQTmjZUgPuybTky7HrMZIr8vj6-HbFiiAXf4AfCSDiZcNTVss9W27Ggd71520XNdJ2hkaLuuhdti3SOsZf2I3ySv6h_54JUDGRhE9ms5CM6IFez8cnhDETRGRwt3rIyco8ppQgaavObvk9Z5ZxG07ivBmgvc-4NMRLhepvrb5Zem5J-xOcle7k1u-BfBpyc9CCOLCfS91IDTckifB-wfdjsOyrrcbwyEkkoMVlKFp8nbmFjFBohIX4-6jaFPhfVDBLZsqfbtkzmFKBtDNgUhHXudiDk28Vf1jTD_yKa9zMQ34NvwboyeN8FsLjgj8n22KZ2EnTP45JjaVOmH-_0f4WnioTdRe_g_eJtSH0OiXl6drzCo45NS2VD3yOmdVKIKDNtre7hs6Cud6kYVstGU88PHY76znDmYLj213Yc3HfFO6cTrOeZmdH6eDqmBiiwmvolbmTYq1j74JsjIG4hTXtS6I75GU_Md5E7FBgV616AfFeV_dCw_0oY80p8QcOTCi00HTnb7NBvWL0DrFfvx7SouVvHA3sNPLmA1A9x9HovVd0mmYRu4BG6uajoGfIczvslNwt0k6bBm1gECVlwGpi2dqeBbMqTlNF6bC-QHyX-fWvDd_x1E-sZnzuVv91eZ3w_J6hAtFjrwmupDmuGIV_DKxHXv_lEd_-Us0MkxszyQ_HNFyz-Ex8lXSjSae_5HaT_BAD20UUKc6kmcsfh3KeJmsyZBgbRsqZVtEHkdU4Sb78tyhd2o-nP4nq04i-fPE4T4tmTCksX1OJ3ItIjNpkBp9xTXGP4s-8g83lez2TmP7Vsf7CKiNrcHfoojo_0_zo9NS3QS6jqbMjiQthez6JM4cOuUp6rjZ7W43BI7EouyyS8OkQGUdtI1vMTfjNgEQBhsi8XUAkg29m7Aq9qQbwnusu4infscTt4ABQWWkHfVJH_TPM02MQu9VIHF4dUOo7fiBs5B-5mVaPOtUPB5h_XMwRPso4BOhyjZ18dPSWLOq7lPYo3CVjwznRZGOjPcthBr-nAl3f7g29p07xBMywfd9SDXGRPb-uE_FkZA8Hz24fOk-evsQg7rvq2TImKv9Ly4-jj3YMmTdXeD3R_gZiyJ6XMVSF-b5Kq14NXTRUko-s5d7pr6Zn1Oe2rtY_i9hEYp3UyQ_Qyur71r-ZXQ5SuwnQl1gnxnBjRT_t1e4LKlAIqRYqninF9nPiJO%26c%3DGQAiq9SG8y-DxYt9MPZmhkp7soTew4NqzqX-iZrBSZ7A2NBgXpXldQ%3D%3D%26ch%3D52ptvdt-qLlnRL88RUq-CiQCBog_AF5JUgtKGBXeV6goxCqKP22AOg%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Camanda.slaughter%40la.gov%7C3d630e0d14114cfc80aa08de89ec96ea%7C89b0b16b677c4e6fa25461311d5b4a86%7C0%7C0%7C639099846391625025%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RVWv5cETj%2FpHltk7xH8jXxZFzQg%2BPhqp37nIlrOHPGA%3D&reserved=0
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/98394424582
https://cnp.doe.louisiana.gov/index.asp?Result=logout
https://ldoeforms.jotform.com/260065926345156
https://forms.gle/U3XJxSua7awaxa5FA
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/91585512707?pwd=FULuMaynKOEQEhsZAbXkyacP31rSi8.1
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/95611340785?pwd=xik9fC7zT0aFYPIEC5ujBz5n1rB0Na.1
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/97433796902?pwd=QUVHJBcq6rMvYn9mLsC6L4mk2Zmq9U.1
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/98940491433?pwd=HDEXwPOQyu0CmAaGlgKWsQA2pJwfuE.1
https://cnp.doe.louisiana.gov/index.asp?Result=logout
https://cnp.doe.louisiana.gov/index.asp?Result=logout
https://ldoeforms.jotform.com/260773927616871
https://ldoeforms.jotform.com/260396523519159
https://doe.louisiana.gov/school-system-leaders/school-system-planning/school-system-support-calendar
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/98394424582
mailto:believeandprepare@la.gov


 
 

Aspiring Principal Fellowship Application Deadline April 15 
Please share with system leaders, school leaders, and HR directors. 

The deadline to apply for the Aspiring Principal Fellowship has been extended until April 15. 

This year-long leadership development program is designed to prepare future school leaders to become principals. 

Participants will have the opportunity to engage in school visits with high-performing Louisiana principals, 
participate in collaborative learning aligned with state priorities, and gain job-embedded leadership experiences 
focused on developing their instructional leadership skills. 

If you are ready to grow as a leader committed to improving student and teacher outcomes, we encourage you to 
apply by completing the APF Application. The deadline to apply is April 15.  

Please contact louisianaleaders@la.gov with questions. 
 
Recruitment and Retention Fellowship Application 
Please share with superintendents and system leaders. 
 
Applications are open for the LDOE’s year-long Recruitment and Retention Fellowship until June 26.  

The fellowship is for HR leaders seeking to become strategic partners in building an effective educator workforce.  

Participants will receive high-quality professional learning focused on:  
●​ Strengthening recruitment and pipelines 
●​ Using data for workforce planning, improving hiring 
●​ Implementing retention strategies 
●​ Aligning human capital decisions to instructional priorities.  

Fellows will collaborate with HR leaders statewide to improve workforce stability and student outcomes. More 
details are available in the Recruitment and Retention Fellowship Overview.​
 
Please contact louisianaleaders@la.gov with questions. 
 
LEADS Principal Survey Deadline Extended 
Please share with human resource directors, school leaders, and systems leaders. 

The Principal Survey deadline in the Louisiana Evaluation System (LES) has been extended to April 22. LES system 
contacts are encouraged to check the survey dashboard to track completion per school to ensure strong 
participation from all educators. 

The Best Practices for Administering the Principal Survey: A Guide for System Leaders is available to guide 
system-level planning and administration, while educators are encouraged to use the Principal Survey Guide for 
Educators as a reference when completing the survey. 

Please contact LEADS@la.gov with questions.  
 

Operations and Federal Programs 
 
Nutrition​
Summer EBT  
Please share with Local Education Agencies (LEAs). 
 
LEAs should be aware that the Louisiana Department of Health (LDH) has developed a new Data Sharing Agreement 
(DSA) for the 2026 Summer EBT (SUN Bucks) program. Superintendents should have received this DSA directly from 
the LDH P-EBT Support email address (LDH.PEBTSupport@la.gov) on Thursday, March 5. The purpose of this 
agreement is to securely share student eligibility data for free and reduced-price meals or other qualifying criteria, 
as required to determine SUN Bucks eligibility. All shared information will be handled in strict compliance with 

https://ldoeforms.jotform.com/260065926345156
https://ldoeforms.jotform.com/260065926345156
mailto:louisianaleaders@la.gov
https://ldoeforms.jotform.com/260396523519159
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/school-system-support/recruitment-and-retention-fellowship-overview-2025-2026.pdf?sfvrsn=5b6d182c_4
mailto:louisianaleaders@la.gov
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/key-compass-resources/best-practices-for-administering-the-principal-survey.pdf?sfvrsn=32e9a67b_3
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/key-compass-resources/principal-survey-guide.pdf?sfvrsn=837ce6c3_4
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/key-compass-resources/principal-survey-guide.pdf?sfvrsn=837ce6c3_4
mailto:LEADS@la.gov
mailto:LDH.PEBTSupport@la.gov


 
 

applicable federal and state privacy laws and used solely for the administration of this program. LEAs can return the 
signed agreements using either DocuSign or a wet signature.  
  
Please note, LDH has currently suspended data manager access to the Summer EBT portal for data uploads. Access 
will be reinstated only after the corresponding Data Sharing Agreement is fully executed by the LEA.  
 
Please contact childnutritionprograms@la.gov or LDH.PEBTSupport@la.gov with questions. 
 

Assessments, Accountability, and Analytics 
 
Data Certification 
Please share with test coordinators and school leaders. 
 
Phase I of cohort graduation data certification is now open to allow school systems to submit documentation for 
students who were transferred to out-of-state or approved nonpublic schools and to BESE-approved home study. 
Accountability contacts should complete all submissions by April 30.  
 
Interest and Opportunities data certification will open on April 20 and close on May 29. This data certification is only 
necessary for systems with alternative schools. Schools now have the option to choose up to two 
documentation-based indicators. Additionally, E9 can only be selected one time.  

Please contact assessment@la.gov with questions. 

Career and College Readiness 
 
Save the Date: 2026 School Safety Summit 
Please share with school system leaders, school principals, school safety/security personnel, mental health 
providers, school healthcare professionals, law enforcement, and emergency preparedness partners. 
 
The Louisiana Center for Safe Schools, in partnership with the LDOE and the Louisiana State Police, will host the 
Louisiana School Safety Summit on July 7 and 8 at the Lake Charles Event Center. This event aims to provide school 
system leaders and staff with best practices in school safety and emergency preparedness. Registration information 
will be available in the coming weeks. 
 
Please contact safeschools@la.gov with questions. 
 
2025-2026 School Resources Offer (SROs) annual report 
Please share with school system leaders. 
 
Act 148 of the 2019 Regular Legislative Session requires that a city, parish, or other local public school system that 
has entered into an agreement with a local law enforcement agency to provide for school resource officers (SROs) 
shall annually report to the LDOE the total number of school resource officers provided to the system. Please have 
the superintendent or school safety coordinator complete the survey by May 29. 
 
Please contact healthyschools@la.gov with questions.  
 

School Choice 
 

Charter Schools​
BESE Authorized Charter School Submissions 
Please share with BESE-Authorized charter schools and system leaders.​
 
As outlined in the Charter School Reporting Calendar, the following items are to be submitted in April: 4th Quarterly  
Waitlist Report, LEA Determination Review -Draft, SLT and Evaluator Ratings, Teacher Roster Verification for VAM, 
IDEA MOE Confirmation, Quarter 3 Financial Report, PERs. 
 
Please contact charters@la.gov with questions. 

mailto:childnutritionprograms@la.gov
mailto:LDH.PEBTSupport@la.gov
mailto:safeschools@la.gov
https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1143681
https://ldoeforms.jotform.com/260773927616871
mailto:healthyschools@la.gov
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/school-choice/2023-2024-charter-school-reporting-calendar-(1)-(1).pdf?sfvrsn=8b0f6018_3
mailto:charters@la.gov


 
 

Nonpublic Schools 
School Choice Program for Certain Students with Exceptionalities 
Please share with school and system leaders. 
 
The School Choice Program for Certain Students with Exceptionalities (Round 2) application will open from March 
23-25.  
 
Please note that all applicants must submit their eligibility documents to the first-choice school listed on their 
application by April 1. 
 
Please contact studentscholarships@la.gov with questions.  
 

School System Relations 

Announcing State-Level Honorees for Teacher/Principal of the Year, New Teacher of the Year, 
and Early Childhood Teacher/Leader of the Year 
Please share with teachers, school and school system leaders. 

The LDOE announced the 2026 Teacher and Principal of the Year Semifinalists, the 2026 New Teacher of the Year 
Finalists and the 2026 Early Childhood Teacher and Leader of the Year Finalists. These educators and leaders are 
making exceptional gains with students. Their commitment to student success exemplifies Louisiana’s teaching 
profession. 

All of these state-level honorees will be honored at the 20th Annual Cecil J. Picard Educator Excellence Awards Gala, 
which will be held at the World War II Museum on the evening of July 25. This exciting event is co-sponsored 
by Dream Teachers.  
 
Please contact excellenteducators@la.gov with questions about Teacher/Principal of the Year, laurie.carlton@la.gov 
with questions about New Teacher of the Year, or shallan.jones@la.gov with questions about Early Childhood 
Teacher/Leader of the Year. 
 

https://ldoeforms.jotform.com/251105253446853
mailto:studentscholarships@la.gov
https://doe.louisiana.gov/about/news-releases/release/2026/03/27/louisiana-announces-semifinalists-and-finalists-for-awards-recognizing-teachers--principals--and-early-childhood-leaders
https://doe.louisiana.gov/about/news-releases/release/2026/03/27/louisiana-announces-semifinalists-and-finalists-for-awards-recognizing-teachers--principals--and-early-childhood-leaders
http://www.dreamteachers.org/
mailto:excellenteducators@la.gov
mailto:laurie.carlton@la.gov
mailto:shallan.jones@la.gov
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