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Message from the State Superintendent 
 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
For over a year, we’ve worked with Louisiana educators to update the state’s ELA and math standards. BESE 
approved these standards last month following a comprehensive review process that included an open application 
for the committee, public meetings, and a period of public comment. These revisions build on Louisiana’s progress by 
strengthening foundational skills, clarifying expectations, and reinforcing practices that are already helping 
students succeed. 
 
The ELA standards, in particular, have attracted national interest for their emphasis on timeless academic principles 
that have benefitted students for generations. They strengthen alignment to the science of reading, provide a clearer 
progression in grammar, and embed cursive writing into the standards. 
 
The updated standards will take effect in 2027-2028. We will support implementation through regional standards 
institutes this summer, along with continued professional learning and guidance. The updated standards will also be 
part of our offerings at the Teacher Leader Summit in May.  
 
Thank you for your leadership as we continue building on the progress we’ve made for Louisiana’s students. 
 
 
Dr. Cade Brumley 
State Superintendent of Education 

​
Important Dates for School Systems 
 
Office Hours and Monthly Calls 
 

 

●​ Teaching and Learning Monthly Call: April 22 at 1 p.m. 
●​ School Systems Financial Services Monthly Call: April 22 at 2 p.m. 
●​ Safe and Healthy Schools Monthly Call: April 23 at 2 p.m. 
●​ Assessment and Accountability Office Hours: April 28 at 3 p.m. 
●​ Preparation Provider Monthly Call: April 29 at 10 a.m.  
●​ System Leaders Monthly Call: May 1 at 9 a.m. 
●​ Nutrition Support Monthly Call: May 5 at 1 p.m. 
●​ Attendance Monthly Call: May 7 at 8 a.m. 
●​ Attendance Office Hours: May 21 at 8:30 a.m. 
●​ Federal Support and Grantee Relations Monthly Call: May 21 at 10 a.m. 
●​ Career and College Readiness Monthly Call: May 21 at 3 p.m. 
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https://bese.louisiana.gov/
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/academic-standards/2025-math-and-ela-standards-review.pdf?sfvrsn=7d783527_7
https://doe.louisiana.gov/about/news-releases/release/2024/12/11/louisiana-will-review-classroom-expectations--in-math-and-english-language-arts
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/k-12-proposed-ela-standards-crosswalk.pdf?sfvrsn=fe71c71e_4
https://www.foxnews.com/video/6393306573112
https://doe.louisiana.gov/school-system-leaders/academic-strategy/louisiana-student-standards/louisiana-student-standards-review/standards-review-committee
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/professional-development/ela-standards-institute.pdf?sfvrsn=d13e4d52_3
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/professional-development/ela-standards-institute.pdf?sfvrsn=d13e4d52_3
https://web.cvent.com/event/bbaa1f88-f0b8-46fe-9ef8-3d9635a00902/summary
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/93169616666?pwd=8uHM3RcBMlE64dTNx2BSGdxLTT9JSL.1
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/97206602431
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/96110034221?
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/94988586947
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F5cqkjthbb.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001EJhXKtdeqXAVS7B3DkhMM0MlmJCipNZ_vks1hWSiorJrpdQML52pxuhRHA1VQkBwtQ0unDovhhq3m1yPvDYza5msRWfHzmyZl19vfQTmjZUgPuybTky7HrMZIr8vj6-HbFiiAXf4AfCSDiZcNTVss9W27Ggd71520XNdJ2hkaLuuhdti3SOsZf2I3ySv6h_54JUDGRhE9ms5CM6IFez8cnhDETRGRwt3rIyco8ppQgaavObvk9Z5ZxG07ivBmgvc-4NMRLhepvrb5Zem5J-xOcle7k1u-BfBpyc9CCOLCfS91IDTckifB-wfdjsOyrrcbwyEkkoMVlKFp8nbmFjFBohIX4-6jaFPhfVDBLZsqfbtkzmFKBtDNgUhHXudiDk28Vf1jTD_yKa9zMQ34NvwboyeN8FsLjgj8n22KZ2EnTP45JjaVOmH-_0f4WnioTdRe_g_eJtSH0OiXl6drzCo45NS2VD3yOmdVKIKDNtre7hs6Cud6kYVstGU88PHY76znDmYLj213Yc3HfFO6cTrOeZmdH6eDqmBiiwmvolbmTYq1j74JsjIG4hTXtS6I75GU_Md5E7FBgV616AfFeV_dCw_0oY80p8QcOTCi00HTnb7NBvWL0DrFfvx7SouVvHA3sNPLmA1A9x9HovVd0mmYRu4BG6uajoGfIczvslNwt0k6bBm1gECVlwGpi2dqeBbMqTlNF6bC-QHyX-fWvDd_x1E-sZnzuVv91eZ3w_J6hAtFjrwmupDmuGIV_DKxHXv_lEd_-Us0MkxszyQ_HNFyz-Ex8lXSjSae_5HaT_BAD20UUKc6kmcsfh3KeJmsyZBgbRsqZVtEHkdU4Sb78tyhd2o-nP4nq04i-fPE4T4tmTCksX1OJ3ItIjNpkBp9xTXGP4s-8g83lez2TmP7Vsf7CKiNrcHfoojo_0_zo9NS3QS6jqbMjiQthez6JM4cOuUp6rjZ7W43BI7EouyyS8OkQGUdtI1vMTfjNgEQBhsi8XUAkg29m7Aq9qQbwnusu4infscTt4ABQWWkHfVJH_TPM02MQu9VIHF4dUOo7fiBs5B-5mVaPOtUPB5h_XMwRPso4BOhyjZ18dPSWLOq7lPYo3CVjwznRZGOjPcthBr-nAl3f7g29p07xBMywfd9SDXGRPb-uE_FkZA8Hz24fOk-evsQg7rvq2TImKv9Ly4-jj3YMmTdXeD3R_gZiyJ6XMVSF-b5Kq14NXTRUko-s5d7pr6Zn1Oe2rtY_i9hEYp3UyQ_Qyur71r-ZXQ5SuwnQl1gnxnBjRT_t1e4LKlAIqRYqninF9nPiJO%26c%3DGQAiq9SG8y-DxYt9MPZmhkp7soTew4NqzqX-iZrBSZ7A2NBgXpXldQ%3D%3D%26ch%3D52ptvdt-qLlnRL88RUq-CiQCBog_AF5JUgtKGBXeV6goxCqKP22AOg%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Camanda.slaughter%40la.gov%7C3d630e0d14114cfc80aa08de89ec96ea%7C89b0b16b677c4e6fa25461311d5b4a86%7C0%7C0%7C639099846391625025%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RVWv5cETj%2FpHltk7xH8jXxZFzQg%2BPhqp37nIlrOHPGA%3D&reserved=0
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/97414303532?pwd=a8GejFUs1MJmUcbmHsilz92zH8ge6c.1
https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/8e438a0a-a547-47df-b305-2ef16047d262@89b0b16b-677c-4e6f-a254-61311d5b4a86
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fldoe.zoom.us%2Fj%2F91765033816%3Fpwd%3Di6mVOztBA6bNhbILkIBbWH1SUS44vZ.1&data=05%7C02%7CShannon.Rawson%40la.gov%7C21c0142ac24849ec176008de9ef47a53%7C89b0b16b677c4e6fa25461311d5b4a86%7C0%7C0%7C639122970009613762%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rnbi500aWCW5V5WibUUN5rxke8%2FQLogFD%2FO4s0aGXt0%3D&reserved=0
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/91391211533?pwd=evcSbAW4hfD8jjZjGBcs8knHYcQVX9.1
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/95258128918?pwd=c3FQVy92bVAwNnJkVkhJRmJHOXM0Zz09
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/91884377219?pwd=qnRbL2tgFvvgBbq7jerC4C8zEgmBNJ.1


 
 

Upcoming Events and Deadlines 
 

●​ LEP Open for Roster Verification: April 20  
●​ Science Leader Community of Practice Webinar: April 22 at 9 a.m.  
●​ Science Grades 6-8 Implementation Guidance Update Webinar Option 1: May 6 at 9:30 a.m.  
●​ Science Grades 6-8 Implementation Guidance Update Webinar Option 2: May 8 at 8:30 a.m.   
●​ Science Grades 6-8 Implementation Guidance Update Webinar Option 3: May 13 at 1:30 p.m. 
●​ Summer Feeding Applications Due: May 18 
●​ Louisiana ACT Regional Conference Call for Proposals deadline: June 5 
●​ Land of Liberty Summer Professional Learning Registration deadline: June 15 
●​ The New Teacher Experience Registration deadline: July 16  

 
View our School System Support Calendar for the full schedule. 
 

Teaching and Learning 
 
Academic Content 
Instructional Support: Instructional Materials Reviews 
Please share with content supervisors and school leaders. 

The LDOE conducts ongoing reviews of instructional materials to support school systems in adopting curricula in all 
core subjects. Newly rated Tier 1 materials are listed below. All tiered reviews can be found on the annotated reviews 
web page. The status of all instructional materials submissions can be found in the weekly report.  

●​ Gallopade International, Inc. - Gallopade Curriculum for Louisiana Social Studies, Grade K (©2025) 

Please contact louisianacurriculumreview@la.gov with questions. 
 
2025-2026 Science Leader Community of Practice 
Please share with science content supervisors, school leaders, and science content leaders. 
 
The Science Leader Community of Practice will host its final virtual meeting of the 2025-2026 series on April 22. All 
school and system leaders are invited to attend to reflect on science instruction over the 2025-2026 school year and 
begin thoughtful planning for the next school year.  
 

●​ Webinar Date and Time: April 22 at 9 a.m. 
●​ Webinar Link: https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/91585512707  
●​ Webinar Phone Number: 312-626-6799  
●​ Meeting ID#: 915 8551 2707  

 
Register now to reserve your seat. 
 
Please contact STEM@la.gov with questions. 
 
Social Studies Office Hours 
Please share with social studies content supervisors, school leaders, and social studies teachers. 

The LDOE will host social studies office hours on May 6 at 3:15 p.m., featuring a preview of 2026 Teacher Leader 
Summit sessions and summer professional learning opportunities. 

●​ Webinar Date and Time: May 6 at 3:15 p.m. 
●​ Webinar Link: https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/97436075546 
●​ Webinar Phone Number: 1-346-248-7799 
●​ Meeting ID#: 974 3607 5546 

See the Social Studies Office Hours flyer for access to past office hours slides. 

Please contact socialstudies@la.gov with questions. 

https://lep.edlink.la.gov/
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/91585512707?pwd=FULuMaynKOEQEhsZAbXkyacP31rSi8.1
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/95611340785?pwd=xik9fC7zT0aFYPIEC5ujBz5n1rB0Na.1
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/97433796902?pwd=QUVHJBcq6rMvYn9mLsC6L4mk2Zmq9U.1
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/98940491433?pwd=HDEXwPOQyu0CmAaGlgKWsQA2pJwfuE.1
https://cnp.doe.louisiana.gov/index.asp?Result=logout
https://cnp.doe.louisiana.gov/index.asp?Result=logout
https://www.cvent.com/c/abstracts/d4f020cf-b1e5-46a8-8d33-b9e9657ec7a6
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdEbyBw7miB2yyjoJgMEbEFqmJUZp3YdpwRNUGEzD8Pwaw41A/viewform?uhttps://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdEbyBw7miB2yyjoJgMEbEFqmJUZp3YdpwRNUGEzD8Pwaw41A/viewform?usp=headersp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeRM55hLz4tk-N5pG7UBM73VuekvF7hY4AEGLDgvBI7mHuH4w/viewform
https://doe.louisiana.gov/school-system-leaders/school-system-planning/school-system-support-calendar
https://doe.louisiana.gov/school-system-leaders/instructional-materials-reviews/curricular-resources-annotated-reviews
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/curricular-resources/online-instructional-materials-reviews.pdf?sfvrsn=a26b841f_654
mailto:louisianacurriculumreview@la.gov
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/links-for-newsletters/science-leader-community-of-practice-2025-2026.pdf
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/91585512707
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/science-leader-community-of-practice-2025-2026-tickets-1474773179279?aff=oddtdtcreator
mailto:STEM@la.gov
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/97436075546
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/academic-curriculum/25-26-social-studies-office-hours-flyer.pdf?sfvrsn=dbe11971_3
mailto:socialstudies@la.gov


 
 

 
Land of Liberty Summer Professional Learning 
Please share with content supervisors, school leaders, and teachers. 
 
The LDOE will offer free, in-person regional professional learning opportunities to support high school U.S. History 
instruction on June 17 and 18.  
 
Educators can attend half-day sessions focused on implementing Land of Liberty: The History of the United States, 
during which participants will explore the curriculum, engage in lesson study, and plan for performance tasks.  
 

●​ Time: Half-day sessions, 8:30 a.m.-12 p.m. 
●​ Locations: St. Tammany Parish and Ouachita Parish 
●​ Registration Deadline: June 15 

 
See the Land of Liberty Summer Professional Learning flyer for session dates, details, and the registration form. 
 
Please contact socialstudies@la.gov with questions. 
 
ELA Standards Institute 
Please share with content supervisors, literacy coaches, school leaders, and teachers. 
 
The LDOE is hosting ELA Standards Institutes in various regions of the state this summer. Registration is now open, 
but space is limited. Registration will close when the session is filled.  
 
Educators in the following school systems should use the registration link provided to them by their system: Caddo, 
East Baton Rouge, Jefferson, and Tangipahoa. 
 
Please contact elaguidebooks@la.gov with questions. 
 
Educator Talent and Workforce Development 
LEADS Updates 
Please share with human resource directors, school leaders, and systems leaders. 

Following rubric and evaluation training, all observers and evaluators are required to pass an annual evaluator 
assessment to remain in “good standing.” Those who do not pass annually are required to repeat training prior to 
observing.  

The 2026-2027 evaluator certification assessments are now available in the LDOE Professional Learning Platform 
for those who passed the 2025-2026 assessments by the March 31 deadline. The deadline for completing the 
2026-2027 assessments is September 30. Systems may monitor completion by using the Admin section of the 
Professional Learning Platform.  

Please contact LEADS@la.gov with questions.  
 
The New Teacher Experience: Summer Kick-Off Registration is OPEN 
Please share with new teachers, system leaders, school leaders, and HR directors. 

The LDOE will host the New Teacher Experience: Summer Kick-Off on July 24 from 8 a.m.- 4 p.m. in Baton Rouge for 
400 new teachers. 

The Summer Kick-Off will take place at the Lod Cook Alumni Center in Baton Rouge, located at 3838 W. Lakeshore 
Drive. Registration is now open and will close July 16 or once capacity is reached, whichever comes first. Registration 
includes lunch and a tote bag with lots of start-of-the-year goodies. 

Please contact laurie.carlton@la.gov with questions. 

 

https://doe.louisiana.gov/educators/instructional-support/land-of-liberty
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/academic-curriculum/land-of-liberty-professional-learning.pdf?sfvrsn=d0f1371e_3
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdEbyBw7miB2yyjoJgMEbEFqmJUZp3YdpwRNUGEzD8Pwaw41A/viewform?uhttps://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdEbyBw7miB2yyjoJgMEbEFqmJUZp3YdpwRNUGEzD8Pwaw41A/viewform?usp=headersp=header
mailto:socialstudies@la.gov
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/professional-development/ela-standards-institute.pdf?sfvrsn=d13e4d52_3
mailto:elaguidebooks@la.gov
mailto:LEADS@la.gov
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/links-for-newsletters/nte-summer-kick-off-one-pager.pdf?Status=Master&sfvrsn=cd2d290f_1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeRM55hLz4tk-N5pG7UBM73VuekvF7hY4AEGLDgvBI7mHuH4w/viewform
mailto:laurie.carlton@la.gov


 
 

Assessments, Accountability, and Analytics 
 
2025-2026 Teacher Roster Verification for VAM  
Please share with school leaders, system leaders, and teachers.​
 
The Louisiana Educator Portal (LEP) roster verification ensures that teachers are assigned to the correct courses and 
classroom rosters of students for the purposes of value-added (VAM) analysis. The data in LEP will be used to 
calculate a teacher’s VAM score even if the teacher and/or the principal do not verify the roster. Teachers instructing 
ELA, Math, Science, Social Studies (grades 4-8), and Algebra I, Geometry, English I and English II LEAP High School 
courses (all grades) should verify their rosters as they are eligible to receive VAM scores.  ​
 
LEP will be open for roster verification April 20-May 28. This process is required and allows teachers and principals 
the ability to verify and correct records for specific courses and students. Data managers will track verification 
completion at the school system and school level in the system.  
 
The current Roster Verification User Guide is available.   

Please create a ticket through the Data System Support portal for assistance with Edlink 360 submissions related to 
teacher and student course enrollment, or contact LEADS@la.gov with general teacher evaluation related questions.  

Career and College Readiness 
 
Call for Proposals: Louisiana ACT Regional Conference 
Please share with system leaders, school leaders, counselors, teachers, and test administrators. 
 
ACT would like to invite educators and the workforce to submit session proposals for the 2027 Louisiana Regional 
Conference, scheduled for January 26, 2027, in Baton Rouge. Sessions will be 45 minutes, with priority given to 
sessions that are relevant to education and the workforce, such as:​
 

●​ Innovative uses of ACT programs to boost outcomes 
●​ Leveraging AI in the classroom 
●​ Proven test preparation strategies 
●​ K-12, higher education, and workforce partnerships 
●​ Engaging parents and communities. 

 
The deadline to submit is June 5. 
 
Please contact charmaine.cureton@la.gov with questions.  
 

School Choice 
 
Nonpublic Schools 
School Contact Changes  
Please share with nonpublic school leaders.  
 
The Edlink Ops SPS Portal will replace the Legacy Sponsor Site application. While the new portal maintains a similar 
layout to Sponsor Site, it introduces streamlined functionality and an enhanced user experience.  
 
SPS District Data Analyst will now have the ability to edit or request updates directly within the application, 
eliminating the need to complete Jotform requests for opening/closing schools or making changes to existing sites.  
 
This capability is now available. Please refer to the Edlink Ops K12 User Guide for further assistance.  
 
Please contact nonpublicschools@la.gov with questions. 

 

https://lep.edlink.la.gov/
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/teaching/2023-2024-cvr-user-guide.pdf?sfvrsn=6a606318_1
https://datasystemsupport.doe.louisiana.gov/hc/en-us
mailto:LEADS@la.gov
https://www.cvent.com/c/abstracts/d4f020cf-b1e5-46a8-8d33-b9e9657ec7a6
mailto:charmaine.cureton@la.gov
https://leads13.doe.louisiana.gov/lug/SPS/EdLink%20Ops%20User%20Guide.pdf
mailto:transcripts@la.gov


 
 

School System Relations 
 
LDOE Names Overall Honorees for Award Programs 
Please share with teachers, school and school system leaders. 
  
On April 15, all School Support, Health Provider, and Physical Activity Award honorees were formally recognized at 
the Louisiana Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE) meeting followed by a special celebration at the 
Old State Capitol sponsored by Associated Professional Educators of Louisiana (A+PEL).  
 
During the event, Richard Aaron Spring, a paraprofessional at Creekside Junior High in St. Tammany Parish, was 
named the 2026 Louisiana Outstanding School Support Employee of the Year and Lacie Thomas Fontenot, a 
speech-language therapist with Livingston Parish Public Schools, was named the 2026 Louisiana School Health 
Service Provider of the Year.    
 
Please contact excellenteducators@la.gov with questions. 
 

https://doe.louisiana.gov/about/news-releases/release/2026/02/10/celebrating-health-provider--school-support--and-physical-activity-finalists
https://doe.louisiana.gov/about/news-releases/release/2026/04/15/louisiana-recognizes-2026-state-honorees-for-excellence-in-school-support-and-student-wellness
https://creeksidejunior.stpsb.org/
https://www.stpsb.org/
https://doe.louisiana.gov/about/news-releases/release/2026/04/15/louisiana-recognizes-2026-state-honorees-for-excellence-in-school-support-and-student-wellness
https://www.lpsb.org/
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